
  
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

August 27, 2020 

Stephen M. Coan, Ph.D. 
President and CEO 
Mystic Aquarium 
55 Coogan Boulevard 
Mystic, CT 06355 

Dear Dr. Coan:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has issued Permit No. 22629 to Mystic 
Aquarium for importation of and scientific research on five captive-born beluga whales 
(Delphinapterus leucas).

This permit is effective upon your signature and is valid through August 31, 2025.  To use your
permit:

1. Read the permit, including appendices.  If you have questions, contact your permit 
analyst – Amy Sloan (amy.sloan@noaa.gov), Courtney Smith 
(courtney.smith@noaa.gov), or Jennifer Skidmore (jennifer.skidmore@noaa.gov) before
signing the permit.  

2. Sign and date the signature page. 
3. Keep the original signature page with your permit.   
4. Return a copy of the signature page by email to your permit analyst.  
5. Provide a copy of this letter and the permit to each Co-Investigator. 

Please note the following: 

Terms and Conditions set forth in this permit:
Breeding:  This permit does not authorize breeding of any of the imported beluga whales.  
In accordance with Condition B.6.e of the enclosed permit, prior to import, please submit 
a plan for the prevention of breeding for approval by the Office Director.  The rationale 
for this decision is explained in the enclosed Recommendation Memorandum.   
Disposition:  In accordance with Condition B.6.j, transport of any of the imported whales 
to Georgia Aquarium and disposition of the whales at the termination of research must be 
approved by the Office Director.  If research will continue, please apply for a new permit 
one year prior to this permit’s expiration.
Importation:  The importation of marine mammals is subject to the provisions of 50 CFR 
Parts 14 and 23 (i.e., the import must be conducted in accordance with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service [USFWS] regulations for the import, export, and transport of wildlife; 
and, no marine mammals may be imported without the required CITES [Convention on 
the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora] permits; 
https://cites.org/).
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Additional requirements for importation:
The beluga whales must be declared and cleared through a USFWS port designated for 
wildlife (50 CFR 14.12) and a Wildlife Declaration Form 3-177 must be filed with the 
USFWS inspector at the time of import.  Contact the appropriate port for details about 
how to declare and clear your shipment prior to shipping.  The list of designated ports 
and Form 3-177 may be obtained from: https://www.fws.gov/le/designated-ports.html.
Importation of live animals into the United States requires a live animal import permit 
issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services; see:  
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-and-animal-product-
import-information/imports/live-animal-imports.

Data sharing:  As included in the permit application, Mystic Aquarium’s research findings will 
be shared with researchers who study the depleted Sakhalin Bay-Nikolaya Bay-Amur River 
beluga whale stock and the endangered Cook Inlet beluga whale distinct population segment, as 
well as beluga whale researchers world-wide.  Additional data or sample sharing requirements 
may be added at the discretion of the Permits and Conservation Division as data needs are 
identified.  These may include, but are not limited to, data needs related to current population 
status, disease outbreaks, or unusual mortality events.

Activities involving handling or close proximity to animals:  We are providing guidance to 
remind permitted personnel who work with live or dead animals to follow the appropriate 
procedures to minimize disease transmission.  We recommend the following routine practices be 
followed:

All personnel should refer to local, State, and national requirements and public health 
guidance for their activities.  
All personnel should wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) when 
working with live or dead animals or when performing close-contact activities (e.g., 
captures, health assessments, sedation/anesthesia, instrument attachment, or salvage).
Work clothes, including footwear and dedicated PPE, should be worn only at work. 
Indirect contact between pets kept at home and wild animals should not occur including 
contact via footwear, equipment, and clothes. 
Individuals who are ill should not work with live animals until cleared by their health 
care provider.

For more information on specific pathogens and additional guidance see the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (https://www.cdc.gov/), the USDA (https://www.usda.gov/), the World 
Organization for Animal Health (https://www.oie.int/), the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (https://www.avma.org/), and the World Health Organization 
(https://www.who.int/). 
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Please keep contact information current in our online database (https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov).  
You will receive automated email reminders of due dates for reports and a notice prior to 
expiration of the permit.

Sincerely,

Jolie Harrison
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division
Office of Protected Resources

Enclosures

cc w/ enclosures:  Anna Barry, USFWS
Barbara Kohn, D.V.M., USDA/APHIS
Peter Thomas, Ph.D., Marine Mammal Commission
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c. The Permit Holder must transport and maintain marine mammals used in 
captive research in U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) registered research facilities and/or 
licensed public display facilities; and, marine mammals must be held and 
transported in compliance with the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act 
and its implementing regulations “Specifications for the Humane 
Handling, Care, Treatment, and Transportation of Marine Mammals” (9 
CFR Part 3, Subpart E). 

 
i. A current copy of the APHIS research registration and/or license for 

any facility to be used must be attached to this permit.  All medical 
records must accompany the animals to the destination facility.  
 

ii. Prior to transport, Mystic Aquarium must have the travel plan 
documented at the receiving facility, and the animals must be 
accompanied by a health certificate signed by the attending 
veterinarian stating that each animal was examined within the prior 
10 days and found to be in acceptable health for transport. 

 
d. The Permit Holder cannot import any marine mammal that is pregnant or 

lactating at the time of import. 
 

e. This permit does not authorize breeding of the five subject beluga whales.  
Prior to importation, the Permit Holder must submit a plan to provide safe 
and effective contraception or other means to prevent breeding of the five 
subject beluga whales, for approval by the Office Director.  Any 
contraceptive plan must be developed in consultation with the licensed 
attending veterinarian(s) and other specialists experienced in beluga whale 
reproductive husbandry. 
 

f. To the maximum extent possible, the beluga whales must be trained for 
voluntary participation in husbandry and medical procedures. 
 

g. Any public display of the beluga whales authorized by this permit must be 
incidental to and not interfere with the research.  Such incidental public 
display may only occur as part of an educational program.  A portion of 
this program must describe the research activities; identify the status of the 
species and its endangered and depleted stocks; and, provide information 
regarding their natural history, distribution, population status, and threats.  
 

h. The beluga whales authorized by this permit must not be trained for 
performance or included in any interactive program with the public.   

  



































MARINE MAMMAL DATA SHEET 

NOAA Animal ID: NOA0010671 (Generated on: 2020-08-27) 

Form Approved by OMB No. 0648-0084 
Expires 08-31-2020 

Page: 1 of 1 

I. Animal-Specific: 

NOAA Identification No. NOA0010671 Sex FEMALE 

Common Name Beluga Whale Scientific Name Delphinapterus leucas 

Birth Date 07-20-2014 Birth Date Certainty ACTUAL 

Captivity Date 07-20-2014 Captive Origin BIRTH 

Permit No. Collector 

Geographic Location Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name 

Review Date 08-27-2020 Review Status 

Reviewer Comments/Notes 

II. Owner/Facility-Specific: 

Owner (Person or other Entity With Custody of the Marine Mammal)  ____________ 

Facility (if different from Owner)  Mystic Aquarium 

Custody Date  ____________  

Facility Date  ____________ 

City/State/Zip of Facility (include Country for foreign facilities)  Mystic CT, 06355   

Animal Identification No. (assigned by  facility) ____________ 

and/or (only one is required) 

Animal Name (assigned by facility) ____________(KHARABALI) 

Purpose(s) Scientific Research 

III. Disposition: 

Death Date 

Death Cause () 

Death Cause Comment 

Release Date: Permit No: OR Unauthorized release/escape (reintroduction) 

Geographic Location: Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name: 

Tag number or description of other identifying markings: 

IV. Animal Historical Transfer/Transports: 

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight



MARINE MAMMAL DATA SHEET 

NOAA Animal ID: NOA0010672 (Generated on: 2020-08-27) 

Form Approved by OMB No. 0648-0084 
Expires 08-31-2020 

Page: 1 of 1 

I. Animal-Specific: 

NOAA Identification No. NOA0010672 Sex FEMALE 

Common Name Beluga Whale Scientific Name Delphinapterus leucas 

Birth Date 07-13-2009 Birth Date Certainty ACTUAL 

Captivity Date 07-13-2009 Captive Origin BIRTH 

Permit No. Collector 

Geographic Location Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name 

Review Date 08-27-2020 Review Status 

Reviewer Comments/Notes 

II. Owner/Facility-Specific: 

Owner (Person or other Entity With Custody of the Marine Mammal)  ____________ 

Facility (if different from Owner)  Mystic Aquarirum 

Custody Date  ____________ 

Facility Date  ____________ 

City/State/Zip of Facility (include Country for foreign facilities)  Mystic CT, 06355           

Animal Identification No. (assigned by  facility) ____________ 

and/or (only one is required) 

Animal Name (assigned by facility) ____________(MIRA) 

Purpose(s) Scientific Research 

III. Disposition: 

Death Date 

Death Cause () 

Death Cause Comment 

Release Date: Permit No: OR Unauthorized release/escape (reintroduction) 

Geographic Location: Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name: 

Tag number or description of other identifying markings: 

IV. Animal Historical Transfer/Transports: 

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight



MARINE MAMMAL DATA SHEET 

NOAA Animal ID: NOA0010673 (Generated on: 2020-08-27) 

Form Approved by OMB No. 0648-0084 
Expires 08-31-2020 

Page: 1 of 1 

I. Animal-Specific: 

NOAA Identification No. NOA0010673 Sex FEMALE 

Common Name Beluga Whale Scientific Name Delphinapterus leucas 

Birth Date 06-06-2010 Birth Date Certainty ACTUAL 

Captivity Date 06-06-2010 Captive Origin BIRTH 

Permit No. Collector 

Geographic Location Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name 

Review Date 08-27-2020 Review Status 

Reviewer Comments/Notes 

II. Owner/Facility-Specific: 

Owner (Person or other Entity With Custody of the Marine Mammal)  ____________ 

Facility (if different from Owner)  Mystic Aquarium  

Custody Date  ____________ 

Facility Date  ____________ 

City/State/Zip of Facility (include Country for foreign facilities)  Mystic CT, 06355          

Animal Identification No. (assigned by  facility) ____________ 

and/or (only one is required) 

Animal Name (assigned by facility) ____________(QILA) 

Purpose(s) Scientific Research 

III. Disposition: 

Death Date 

Death Cause () 

Death Cause Comment 

Release Date: Permit No: OR Unauthorized release/escape (reintroduction) 

Geographic Location: Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name: 

Tag number or description of other identifying markings: 

IV. Animal Historical Transfer/Transports: 

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight

courtney.smith
Highlight



MARINE MAMMAL DATA SHEET 

NOAA Animal ID: NOA0010674 (Generated on: 2020-08-27) 

Form Approved by OMB No. 0648-0084 
Expires 08-31-2020 

Page: 1 of 1 

I. Animal-Specific: 

OAA Identification No. NOA0010674 Sex MALE 

ommon Name Beluga Whale Scientific Name Delphinapterus leucas 

irth Date 06-11-2012 Birth Date Certainty ACTUAL 

aptivity Date 06-11-2012 Captive Origin BIRTH 

ermit No. Collector 

eographic Location Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name 

eview Date 08-27-2020 Review Status 

eviewer Comments/Notes 

N

C

B

C

P

G

R

R

II. Owner/Facility-Specific: 

Owner (Person or other Entity With Custody of the Marine Mammal)  ____________ 

Facility (if different from Owner)  Mystic Aquarium 

Custody Date  ____________ 

Facility Date  ____________ 

City/State/Zip of Facility (include Country for foreign facilities)  Mystic CT, 06355          

Animal Identification No. (assigned by  facility) ____________ 

and/or (only one is required) 

Animal Name (assigned by facility) ____________(FRANKIE) 

Purpose(s) Scientific Research 

III. Disposition: 

eath Date 

eath Cause () 

eath Cause Comment 

elease Date: Permit No: OR 

D

D

D

Unauthorized release/escape (reintroduction) 

eographic Location: Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name: 

ag number or description of other identifying markings: 

R

G

T

IV. Animal Historical Transfer/Transports: 

courtney.smith
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Highlight
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MARINE MAMMAL DATA SHEET 

NOAA Animal ID: NOA0010675 (Generated on: 2020-08-27) 

Form Approved by OMB No. 0648-0084 
Expires 08-31-2020 

Page: 1 of 1 

I. Animal-Specific:

NOAA Identification No. NOA0010675 Sex FEMALE 

Common Name Beluga Whale Scientific Name Delphinapterus leucas 

Birth Date 07-13-2015 Birth Date Certainty ACTUAL 

Captivity Date 07-13-2015 Captive Origin BIRTH 

Permit No. Collector 

Geographic Location Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name 

Review Date 08-27-2020 Review Status  

Reviewer Comments/Notes 

II. Owner/Facility-Specific:

Owner (Person or other Entity With Custody of the Marine Mammal)  _____________ 

Facility (if different from Owner)  Mystic Aquarium 

Custody Date  _____________ 

Facility Date  _____________ 

City/State/Zip of Facility (include Country for foreign facilities)  Mystic CT, 06355          

Animal Identification No. (assigned by  facility) _____________ 

and/or (only one is required)

Animal Name (assigned by facility) _____________(HAVANA) 

Purpose(s) Scientific Research 

III. Disposition:

Death Date 

Death Cause () 

Death Cause Comment 

Release Date: Permit No: OR Unauthorized release/escape (reintroduction) 

Geographic Location: Lat: : '  ' '  /  Lon: : '  ' ' Geographic Name: 

Tag number or description of other identifying markings: 

IV. Animal Historical Transfer/Transports:
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