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PROCEEDI NGS
(9:46 a.m)
MR. BROOKS: Good norning, Bennett
Brooks with the Consensus Building Institute. It
s good to be with you all again and this is a
pretty quick one after our |last one. So, it's

nice to talk to you all as recently as this. Once

again, we are still in our Zoomworld, and | think
we're all getting better at it. So, again, | wll
just -- every call | say this to anybody I'm

talking to, thank you all for being so wlling to

adapt and nmake this work. Hopefully, sonetine in
the not too distance future, we wll all get to
gat her together again, but for now, this is where
we're at. | want to just hand it off to Randy
Bl anki nship to give a wel cone from HVS, and then
also let himinvite Kelly Denit. And then we'll
conme back and we'll wal k through the agenda and
ground rules, et cetera. So, Randy, |I'Il hand it
off to you.

MR. BLANKI NSHI P:  Sure, thanks, Bennett.

And thank you to everybody who's joined the
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neeting today. W're really excited to be able to
get together with you all for the discussion on
the topics that we've got at hand. | want to
really to extend ny welcone to you all. | wsh
you all happy holidays and Merry Christmas as
well. Hope things are going well for you and your
famlies.

We're holding this one-day Advisory
Panel neeting to discuss three topics. One, is
Draft Anmendnent 14, dealing with shark managenent.
And this draft was rel eased foll ow ng our
Sept enber Advi sory Panel neeting and the comment
peri od ends on Decenber 31st. But we wanted a
chance to spend sone tine with you all
specifically tal king about this, since we're
weren't able to talk about it in the Septenber
meet i ng.

W also wll be tal king about billfish
managenent. Specifically, the marlin and
roundscal e spearfish | andings in 2020 and
potential managenent options that we have under

our existing regulations that we -- that's been on
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the table for 2021. And | think that will be an
i nformati ve di scussion this afternoon and
certainly one that we'll ook forward to getting
your input on.

And then third, is the Electronic
Technologies Plan. And this is an initiative.
This plan is one that a few years ago was
devel oped on a regional basis within the Agency
and has been updated at | east sone status reports
a couple of tinmes. And is now undergoi ng an
initiative to update those plans on a regional
basis then for HMs. And we'll spend sone tine
tal king about that a little bit later this
af t er noon.

So, | do want to also bring to your
attention that this year's | CCAT negotiations are
happeni ng via correspondence. There's not an
annual neeting, but it is happening via
correspondence. And it is an ongoi ng negotiation
via correspondence even right now over a
protracted length of tine. And because that is an

ongoi ng negotiation, | wanted to specifically
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mention that we wll not be discussing the

negoti ations of ICCAT in this neeting today. And
so, | hope that you all can honor that request,

and appreciate kind of the sensitive nature of

t hose ongoi ng di scussions. So, we'll refrain from
t al ki ng about that.

Wth that, once again, | just want to
t hank you for taking your tinme out of your busy
schedules to neet with us today. Your input on
these issues that's on the agenda wll be very
hel pful for the work that we do going on. And so
that's it for nme. 1'Il turn this over to Kelly.
Kelly, if you want to talKk.

M5. DENIT: Geat, thanks, Randy. Good
norni ng, everyone. | hope that you all had a nice
Thanksgi vi ng hol i day, al beit probably a very
di fferent holiday than you normally do. | hope
you neverthel ess were able to spend sone tine with
famly or friends and relax a little bit before we
head into the holiday season here as Randy
ment i oned.

| will just throwin ny comrents al ong
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the lines of Randy that we really appreciate you
all taking the tine today to talk with us. 1In
particular, | know that as it relates to Anendnent
14 and the Electronic Technol ogi es Pl an, sonetines
those kinds of things can feel a little less
tangi bl e because we're setting frameworks for
followon action. But really appreciate you guys
focusing in and giving us as nuch of your feedback
as you possibly can today. That's the real val ue
here and we greatly appreciate all of your
di fferent perspectives. So, with that 1'll hand
It back over to Bennett and | wish you all a happy
hol i day season, and thanks again for all your
| nput today and taking the tine to be with us.

MR. BROOKS: Geat, thanks. Thanks,
Kelly. 1'"mglad you could be wwth us today. So,
again, just sort of welcone to everybody. W, you
know, we've got a pretty focused agenda today as
Randy nentioned to you. There's really just three
topics we're looking to talk about, and I'Il just
put a little nore of the timng on that. This

norning, we will talk about Anmendnent 14 and shark
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managenent issues that Randy just tal ked about.
We have an hour and a half for that. W have
tried on this neeting, again, as we did last tine,
to put in a pretty gracious anmount of tine after
each of these topics so we make sure that we have
enough tinme for conversation, enough tinme for
guestions, enough tinme for HVMS staff to hear your
t hought s because that is the goal here. So, we
really -- we've really tried to build in a good
chunk of tine there.

W will take that conversation to 11: 30,
and then we'll break for lunch from11:30 to 1:00.

So, again, we know you all have many, many things

on your plate. So, think about 11:30 to 1:00 as a

chunk of tinme that you absolutely have avail abl e
to you to do whatever you need, whether that's
maki ng phone calls, answering email. W really
encourage you to use that tine to do that so we
can all stay really focused when we're talking.
W'l |l cone back fromlunch at 1:00.
That's when we'l|l take up the blue marlin, white

marlin, roundscal e, and spearfish nmanagenent

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page:

11

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

| ssues that Randy tal ked about. W'II|l have an
hour for that. So, from1:00 to 2:00, we'll talk
about billfish issues with a 15-m nute break at

2: 00, and then cone back at 2:15 for the HWVS

El ectroni ¢ Technol ogi es Pl an conversation wth
Brad McHal e. Again, another hour for that. And
then we wll have public comment from 3:15 to 3:45
p.m, and then we w Il adjourn.

So, it's a pretty straightforward
agenda. It should take up nost of the day. But
again, we really hope we've put in a good chunk of
time for conversations and al so breaks, again, so
we can have focused conversations. Gound rules,
our usual ground rules apply here. Just, again,
contribute. W need to hear fromyou and really
want to encourage the fol ks who don't typically
wei gh-in to weigh-in. You have inportant thoughts
and perspectives that we want to hear, that the
HVE staff want to hear. So, | really do encourage
fol ks who may be are just a little nore inclined
just to listen to the conversation, to weigh-in.

Share your tinme, as always, you know,
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making tinme for other folks to weigh-in is good.
| f soneone said sonmething that is meani ngful that
you agree with, feel free to throwin the chat
sonething like, ditto, you know, just agree wth
what -- just agree wth what Mark said. O, you
know, or just a quick verbal ditto. It would help
us get everyone into the mx. Yeah, ask questions
of each other, ask questions of staff if you don't
under st and sonet hi ng.

| think we all know this, but for
menbers of the public who are there, this is not a
consensus seeking body. This group is convened to
get the HVE staff as individual advice. That
| ndi vi dual advice is super hel pful in hel ping HVS
navigate a way forward that nakes sense and is
wi se and |ikely to garner support, but it is not
consensus seeking. And as al ways, we just
encourage everyone to really focus on bringing
sort of the best available data and information
i nto di scussion. You know, characterize data if
it's prelimnary, if it's peer review, whatever it

I's, just hel p us understand what you're folding in
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so we could all nmake sense of that data together.
To nenbers of the public, our AP
panel i sts are our primary discussants. So,
t hr oughout the day, when we open up for
conversation, that conversation is for the fornal
menbers of the panel. But as | nentioned a m nute
ago, we wll have a public comment period at the
end of the neeting at 3:15. So, that will be your
chance to weigh-in if you want. As well, always
| ook to Randy and his staff to bring in if there
are ot her experts on call who you think can inform
the conversation. Then | just |ook to you, Randy,
or the presenters to invite your colleagues in as
necessary and hel pful to informthe conversation.
And then lastly, just kind of the
virtual rules that we're in here. As you know,
you know, everybody is nmuted until you're
recogni zed and then brought into the conversation.
If you want to get into the conversation, again,
pl ease raise your virtual hand and if you click on
the participants box, you'll see that virtual

hand. You were all using it quite well a nonent
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ago. So, that's how you want to get recogni zed
and that is really the way for us to see you. |If
for sone reason, you're not seeing that or you
can't find the hand, if you throw sonething in the
chat, we will see that you want to get in and
we'll try to bring you in that way.

One thing to note, and this may be a
little different than the last tine, | can't
recall. But last tinme we had both the chat and
the QQA. Qur sort of collective debrief on that
was it wasn't necessarily very hel pful to have two
different streans available to be putting in
guestions or coments. So, we're just going to
have chat available. So, if you' re hunting for
the Q®As, you will not find it. Just put whatever
t houghts you have or questions you have into the
chat. That chat will go to sort of the staff
that's managi ng the conversation and then we'l|
sort of put stuff back out to the full AP and
public so that it can informthe conversation.

So, that's how that will be handl ed.

| will run the queue like | usually do,
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which is just trying to, in general, take hands up
in the order that they cone. But, again, deviate
that a bit, a) if it's helpful to have a
conversation back and forth between a coupl e of
people, but also if there's folks who we're
hearing froma lot, | wll junp the queue, bring
up voi ces who we haven't heard fromjust so we're
getting a nice mx of AP nenbers into the
conversation. And | wll try to identify a couple
of speakers at a tine just to give folks who are

opening up the nute buttons a little bit of a

heads up.

When we get a really | ong queue, | ask
you to be patient. | won't read out all 15 nanes,
but believe me, | will get through it, and there's

al ways soneone at the end of the list, so, don't
judge terribly for it because | have -- "Il try
to manage that correctly.

Finally, any tech issues, please chat or
emai |l Matt or Pete or Nick Alvarado and we wi ||
junp on that and try to get that fixed as quickly

as possible, but hopefully it will be snooth. |
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think that's it for nme. Again, just | encourage
everyone to stay confortable, stay focused, so we
can have a good conversation. And with that,
Randy or Pete do you have anything to add? |'m
going to just hand it off to GQuy DuBeck who's
going to wal k us through the Draft Anmendnent 14
presentati on on shark managenent. Again, | think
we'll | ook at probably about 20 or 30 m nutes of
presentation and then open that up for discussion.
Quy, all yours.

MR. DUBECK: All right, thank you. Can
you hear ne okay, Bennett?

MR. BROOKS: Perfectly, as | take nyself
of f mute.

MR. DUBECK: Sure, no problem Al
right, well, I'"mgoing to bring up the
presentation, everyone. All right, so, let ne
finish that. M nanme's Guy DuBeck here to talk
about Draft Anmendnent 14. And this is about shark
guot a managenent. And as was nentioned, you know,
Amendnent 14 will be a framework acti on.

So, first of all I'"'mgoing to start off

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net
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with the |ist of acronyns. These are things we
plan to use throughout the presentation and it's

t hroughout the docunent. |'mjust going to point
it out -- point out a few of themthat we had

pl anned to have referenced a lot. That's the ABC,
or acceptable biological catch. ACL or annual
catch limt. SDC or status determ nation
criteria. And then TAC, which is total allowable
cat ch.

So, starting Anmendnent 14, it kind of
all started with NS1 guidelines. So, the NS1
gui del i nes requi re nmanagenent neasures to prevent
overfishing and achieve optinmal yield on a
continuing basis. So, the guidelines provide
gui dance on how to achieve these requirenents. In
2016, the revisions to these guidelines allowed
for increased managenent flexibility as a result
of | essons | earned through the inplenentation of
annual catch limts and accountability neasures,
or AMs.

Generally, the OFL is greater than the
ABC, which is greater than the ACL. O you nay
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consi der OFL equal to ABC, which equals ACL if
sufficient analysis and justifications are on
preventing overfishing. Sonmething simlar to how
we have set up in shark fishery right now, where
we have the OFL equal s the ABC, which equal s the
ACL, which was established in 2010, under
Anendnent 6.

So, here's a little history of HM5 and
the status determ nation criterias and annual
catch limts. So, the '91, amendnent to the '91
FMP defined those status determ nation criteri as.
It consolidated FMP, incorporated those w thout
any changes. And as | nentioned, Anendnent 3
establ i shed the ACL nechanismfor federally
managed sharks. Anendnent 5b clarified that the
ACL for prohibited shark species equals zero. And
Amendnent 14 does not plan to nake any changes to
the ACL for prohibited shark species to go into
that effect.

Here is a |ist of objectives for
Amendnent 14. There's it's kind of a slinmmed down

ver si on. In the docunent, we have a | ot nore
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detail so, I'"'mjust going to hit a few of them

So, one of the objectives is to optim ze the
ability for the commercial shark fishery to
harvest quotas, while also considering fairness
anong sectors. W're going to revise the ABC
control rule nethodology to increase
accountability and transparency. W're also going
to revise the ACL franework to refl ect changes
based on those net hodol ogy changes. And al so, we
want to increase managenent flexibility to
appropriately react to scientific uncertainties,
changes in stock status, or changes to allowable
harvest levels to also ensure stability within the
fishery.

So, now, here's a list of the five
topics that we'll be discussing. First one, Topic
A, is the ABC control rule. Topic Bis the
phase-in of the ABC control rule. Topic Cis the
annual catch limt developnent. Topic Dis a
carry-over of underharvested annual catch limts.
And then the last one, Topic Eis the nulti-year

overfishing status determ nation criteria. So, in
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the sequential slides, | plan to tal k about each
one of these topics and then go into nore detail
about the preferred managenent options.

For the ABC control rule, we have three
options. Option Al is no action. So, naintain
status quo, which is what we established in 2010
i n Arendnent 3, where we had the OFL equal s the
ABC, which equals the TAC, which equals the sum of
sector ACLs. Option 2 is to create a standardi zed
ABC control rule. So, that would be one size fits
all. So, regardless of the stock status or the
species, we create one standardi zed one for all
aut hori zed shark speci es.

However, we currently prefer Option A3,
which is to create a tiered ABC control rule.

VWhat | nean by that is the tiers may be
assessnent - based | evel focused or based on
scientific uncertainty. The science center is
still devel oping these tiered ABC control rule,
these different tiers. W are thinking that the
tiers would be very simlar to how the South

Atl antic has the snapper-grouper fishery. Were,
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you know, they have tiers based on assessed --
unassessed or assessed with high | evel of data
uncertainty. But this will be inplenented for all
aut hori zed shark speci es.

Movi ng on to phase-in ABC control rule
options. So, this one we got four options here.
First one is Bl, no action. So, do not phase-in
ABC control rules. So, that neans that currently
how we have now is once we inplenent regul ations,
we just automatically change wth the changes.

Option B2, the preferred option, is to
al | ow consi deration of phase-in ABC control for
nodi fications in the ABC, whether they're up or
down, which I'll go in nore detail in the next
slide. Option B3 is to use the phase-in of ABC
control rule for only healthy stocks and no
phase-in for overfished or overfishing stocks.
Option B4 is a use phase-in control rule, ABC
control rule, unless the stock is overfished with
overfishing occurring.

So, for the preferred option, B2, so,

we're going to consider phase-in of ABC of any
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nodi fications. This wll be evaluated on a
st ock-by-stock basis. This could, as | nentioned,
coul d be any reduction or increase in the ABC,
regardl ess of the stock status, that could be
phased in over a three-year period. It could be
If we're tal king about, you know, a 5 percent
change, then we could just inplenment it right
away. But if we're talking a |arger change, |ike
50 percent, we could phase that in over a
t hree-year period. Sone factors that woul d
| nfl uence those, like | said, the percentage of
change in the ABC or inpacts to the market.

Movi ng on to the ACL devel opnent
options. Option Cl, no action. So, that woul d,
you know, make no change in the current framework
that was established in Anendnent 3 in 2010.
Option C2, which is the preferred option is
actively manage the sector ACLs with commerci al
and recreational, and I'll go in nore detail about
that in the next slide.

Option C3, this established a reserve

sector ACL. Pretty nuch now we haven't noved into
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the fishery where we have a reserve sector where
t hey could divvy out available quota in season or
the end of the season two different conmto their
comrerci al operational user groups. Option C4 is
to establish the ACLs for each nmanagenent group as
a whol e, without focus on individual species. So,
with this option, we go back to years ago where we
used to manage everything as far as managenent
groups. So, that would |l arge coastal, snall
coastal s, and pel agi cs wi thout consideration of
what the stock different |evels are based on stock
assessnents and individual species as we have now.
C5, which is another preferred option, is to
establish the ACL for each managenent group
wi t hout conmmercial ACL quota linkages, and I'll go
into nore detail about that in the next slide.
And then Option C6 is it creates species-specific
ACLs with commercial ACL |inkage.

So, here's the new franmework for the
Anmendnent 14 for non-prohi bited shark species
where we have here OFL and ABC control rule

between the OFL and the ABC. W have a manhagenent
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uncertainty buffer in between the ABC and the ACL.
Managenent uncertainty buffer will include all
sources of non- HVS fishing nortality, research
nortality, could be just the uncertainty between
assessnents or level of the stock. Alittle
buffer there. Then we have the ACL.

Then we divide the ACLs into two
separate ones. You have the recreational ACL and
that would be all sources of recreational
nortality whether harvest or dead discards in one
ACL where we woul d actively nmanage that on a
three-year rolling average where then whet her per
gquota as long it's -- if the ACL is not exceeded,
then we can nake managenent changes. But if it is
exceeded, the recreational ACL is exceeded, so
there could be sone nanagenent neasures put in
pl ace.

Then you have the commercial sector ACL
where we have the -- all sources of commercial HVS
nortality. W have the commercial dead discards
and then what's left is commercial quotas. Right

now, we actively nanage the commerci al quotas
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under Anendnent 14. And in the future, we'd be
actively managi ng the commerci al dead di scards.

So, we would, simlar to the recreational sector
ACL, we have a three-year rolling average where we
nonitor the dead di scards and nmake changes to the
commerci al quotas and the commercial sector ACL
per quot a.

So, then a nore detailed | ook at
preferred options under the ACL devel opnent, and |
had nentioned we -- C2 we'd be actively managi ng
the ACLs and we'd be evaluating those on a regul ar
interval as | was discussing with the framework.
And then Option C5 would be for renoving quota
| i nkages. So, right now we have -- we have sone
managenent groups in the Atlantic and Gul f of
Mexi co that are |inked based on gear types or how
they're fishing, nore the incidental where they
woul d be targeting one species and incidentally
catching the rest.

O the preferred option here is the
managenent groups w Il not have species |inkages,

therefore, would not close when one species has
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reached its quota. So, exanples in the Atlantic,
we have the aggregate | arge coastal and hanmmer head
managenent group slates. Once either of those
guotas are reached, we would not close the other
one and | eave -- and so as the hammerhead quota is
reached, we would then just close the hamerhead
managenent group and all ow comercial fishing to
conti nue on aggregate | arge coastal.

However, | want to point out with this
ki nd of option because we are renoving the
| i nkage, there is the potential for added dead
di scards. So, just point this out is that the
managenent of the commercial quotas could be
reduced to conpensate for the renoving of
| i nkages. So, just that's a possibility.

Movi ng on to the next one. So,
carry-over of unused -- for underharvest of the
ACL options. So, the first one, the D1, is no
action. So, currently the (inaudible) are where
we only allow 50 percent of carry-over of the base
gquota of commercial |andings of healthy stocks.

So, right nowthat only allows carry-over of the

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 27

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Qul f of Mexico blacktip, @ulf of Mexico
snoot hhound, and Atl anti c snoot hhound managenent
gr oups.

Option D2 restricts you to distribute
any unused catch to the sector where the
under harvest occurs. So, if we have conmerci al
under harvest, then underharvest can go back to the
commercial. |If the fishery was recreational, go
to recreational. Option D3 is distribute any
unused catch across all sectors based on the
regul atory proportionally -- proportion of the
sector distribution. So, if there's a say 60/40
split between commercial and recreational, then
t he unused -- the underharvest would be split by
them and then given back to their sectors based on
that 60/40 split.

Option D4 is any unused portion of the
ACLs will go to their reserve sector ACL. Since
we do not prefer creating a reserve sector box in
our framework, we don't prefer this option right
now. D5 is to allow carry-over of any unused to

equal distribution. So, that would be 50/50
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split. So, if anything is under underharvest
woul d be 50/50 split to the different sectors.

Option D6, preferred option, is to allow
carry-over for any unused underharvests of
commerci al | andings only under certain conditions.
So, this option would all ow underharvest to of
only commerci al underharvests. So, this would
where | said before, under certain conditions -- |
shoul d say under, yeah, certain conditions, this
is for stocks that are healthy, have overfishing
occurring, or have an unknown stock status woul d
be eligible for the carry-over. So, right now,
you allow carry-over of -- you allow, you know,

t he under harvests of say the aggregate |arge
coastal conplex to be carried over.

Carry-over wll not occur for stocks
that are both overfished or subject to
overfishing. So, you have those Atlantic
bl acknose that underharvest would not be all owed
to be carried over. But again, this option
restricts to the availability of underharvests and

carry-over as long as it is not -- the ABC is not
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exceeded.

So, we go to the last option considered
in Anendnent is nulti-year overfishing status
determ nation criteria.

Option 1 is no action. So, don't nake
any changes to current status quo. Option E2 is
to change stocks annually in response to fishing
nortality estimates. So, that would be every year
potentially changing the stock status for all of
them based on the nortality, that nortality for
that year. Qur Option E3 is the preferred option
as far as conparing a three-year average of
fishing nortality to the OFL to determ ne the
overfishing status.

So, what we nean by that is, you know,
we have this rolling average to hel p account for
recent data uncertainty. It could determne if
the stock is -- stock is or is not subject to
overfishing. So, exanple as | tal ked about
earlier, is if the Atlantic bl acknose, say if it's
overfished with overfishing occurring, and it's

not eligible for any underharvests based on that
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criteria, based on the stock criteria. However,
under this if the three-year average of the
nortality is under, we would make that change that
says it's not subject to overfishing anynore and
then potentially rollover any underharvest of the
comercial quota. However, this option, E3 in
Anmendnent 14, we are not planning to change an
overfished stock status. That's sonething we do
I n assessnents only.

So, those were the managenent options.
Here's kind of a list of the public webinars we
had. W had two public webinars. They weren't
very well attended virtually. They had one or two
peopl e each tine, did not get any public comments.
W have the AP today. W also have given this
presentation to a couple of councils, you know,
al so we'll be speaking at the Atlantic Fishery
Managenment Council this afternoon. But, you know,
encourage folks to definitely | ook at the
Amendnent 14 website to read through the docunent
and we'll take coments now in a few

So, tineline as was nentioned earli er,
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you know, Anendnent 14 public comment ends at the
end of the year, Decenber 31st. W plan to the
com ng year, review the public comments, and
hopefully rel ease final Anmendnent 14 sonetine in
2021. So, using the framework action then we
begi n the process of adjusting the shark quotas
based on the new franmeworks and plan to inplenent.
So, | guess right now, we'll be taking
public comments. And if, you know, if you have
any afterwards, feel free to submt those to
regul ations.gov or nyself or Karyl Brewster-Geisz.
MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thanks, CGuy, very
much. So, we've got a good chunk of tine here,
you know, up to an hour maybe even a drop nore if

we need it. | know the Agency is very interested

in getting cooments. So, |I'd like to open this up

to the AP for any comments you m ght have on the
proposed anendnent and on any aspects of it. So,
we've got five different pieces here to talk about
each with several different options.

So, as folks weigh-in, it would be great

to, you know, sort of reference which piece in
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particular, which topic in particular you want to
-- you want to give a comment on. So, again,
invite folks to coment, share your thoughts with
HVS staff. And the best thing to do would be to
rai se your hands so | can see who would like to
get into the conversation. At the nonent, | am
not seeing anything in the chat, or any hands
rai sed, which could nean that HWVS staff really
stuck their landing on this. In which case, it'd
be good to hear that too. Sonja, if you could --

MR. DUBECK: We've got a couple in
t here, yeah.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay, yeah, Sonya?

M5. FORDHAM Hi. Can you hear ne okay?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, go ahead.

M5. FORDHAM Is it okay if | just ask
four questions and then cone back in a few m nutes
with ny comments?

VMR, BROCKS: Sur e.

M5. FORDHAM [|'mused to that old
framework. I'll just put the questions out there
first. I'mjust wondering in the tiered approach,
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and that's not for grouper fish, |I'mjust
wonderi ng how many years that's been going on?
And if there's anynore, you know, |essons about
that woul d be hel pful. Under the ACL devel opnent,
"' mwondering -- maybe | mssed it, but when you
tal k about at regular intervals, what that neans?
O at |east an estinmate.

When you say under the active nmanagenent
of recreational dead discards, you had said that
you woul d make -- you would track the discards and
make changes appropriately. Can you give ne an
exanpl e of what that would nean? How that would
be different fromthe current situation? And ny
| ast question is can you just talk a bit about the
argunent for renoving the |inkages for sonething
| i ke hanmer head sharks. Thank you.

MR, DUBECK: Sure. 1'll try answering
and cover all. | think the first one was about
the South Atlantic Council and how have they had
that tier approach in? | have to go back and
doubl e-check that. | don't renenber exactly when

that was put in. But they've had the tier
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approach in, | think, five or six different tiers.
| have to doubl e-check that for you on there. And
rem nd ne, your second question was about the
recreational ACL, correct?

M5. FORDHAM  Yes.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, and you said that
what, you know, why? So, right now, with the
recreational -- so, right now, we only, like I
managed -- like | nentioned, we only nmanage and
pretty nmuch | ook at constantly the comrerci al
| andi ngs. After we do assessnents, we set up
proxies for commercial dead discards and
recreational nortality and put those as proxies
and taking themoff the top and not | ooked at or
cal cul at ed agai nst the ABCs, OFL, or TACs until
the next assessnent and it's really anal yzed.

So, under this scenario, we would be
| ooki ng at those on a regular basis being |Iike we
do the -- every year we do a three-year average.
And then dependi ng on what the ACL, recreational
ACL, or commercial ACL, we would nmake appropriate

managenent changes depending on if it's over or
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under or whatever it is.

M5. FORDHAM  So, an exanpl e of when
it's over.

MR. DUBECK: Right now, | nean, we have
-- we have bag limts for sone shark species, you
know, one. And then we have size |limts for sone
of the shark species. W're still eval uating what
t hose managenent neasures woul d be. However, you
know, in sone other fisheries, you know, they, you
know, they reduce bag limts. They increase size
limts or close fishing for that species or
managenent group. So, it, you know, we're still
eval uati ng what they would be. But, you know,
simlar to other fisheries, that's what they do.

M5. FORDHAM But isn't closed fishing
to nean these species really cone prohibited for a
tenporary tine?

MR. DUBECK: Just be closed for the
season, simlar to how we in comercial fishery
where we cl osed, you know, the commercial quotas
once they get reached or close to be reached. And

then fromthere, we'd open the foll ow ng year as
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| ong as the quota wasn't overharvested at severe

| evel s.

M5. FORDHAM  Ckay, | think we m ssed
one. | was just under the ACL devel opnent.
What's the regular interval?

MR. DUBECK: It would be annually. So,
we do a three-year rolling average. So, simlar

to how we do i n our

shark season rul e where we

ki nd of do conmmrerci al
under har vest ed or
or adj usted quot as.

| ooki ng at, you know,

guotas and whether it's

over harvest ed based on the base

We woul d be potentially

annual adj ust nents.

MS. FORDHAM G eat .

MR. DUBECK: And then you said based
about the hamrerhead, correct?

M5. FORDHAM Yes, for the --

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, your |ast question --

M5. FORDHAM Wl |,

t he exanple the

| i nkages, yeah.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, | nean, so, | nean,
we are setting up, you know, the ACL, the ABCs,
everything for each managenent group. So, if
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renmovi ng |inkages resol ves where, you know, the
potential dead di scard nunber would be so | arge,
there may be no commercial quotas for sone
managenent groups. Then we'd have to take a
different stand, potentially, or nake other
managenent changes dependi ng on what that is.

| nmean, | was just using that as an
exanpl e. Another exanple is the blacknose and the
smal | bl acknose, small coastal, where you have a
smal |, very small blacknose quota of about, you
know, 35,000 pounds linked to a 100, 000 pound
gquota. So, it's just, you know, we probably use
our management group, our managenent group
anal ysis, but if the quotas are so small because
of that potential, you know, renoving the dead
di scards, you know, we'd probably | ook at other
managenent neasures to hel p us properly nmanage
each stock and neasure it.

MR. BROOKS: G eat.

M5. FORDHAM Yeah, | was still just
trying to get like the argunent or the rationale

for making that getting rid of |inkages being a
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preferred. Like, what's it going to nake better?

MR. DUBECK: Well, we would actually be
optim zing, potentially optim zing our comrerci al
gquotas. | think right now sone quotas are -- sone
gquotas in commercial fisheries closed down pretty
early because of sone of these quota |inkages.
But al so, you know, recently the comercial quotas
haven't been harvested. And not all, you know, in
sone of the fisheries they have this where they
don't have quota -- excuse ne -- |inkages. They
have either smaller bag limts or reduced quotas
because, you know, renove |inkages, things |like
that. So, just sonme things we're considering for
our managenent -- for the shark fisheries to help
utilize and pretty optinmal yield for the entire
fishery.

M5. FORDHAM  Ckay, thank you. |'m
going to cone back in a few mnutes with just a
few comments, but that helps ne. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks, Sonya. And
your questions at least it |ooks Iike a couple of

ot hers with hands went down, so, | think you asked
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a few questions that were hel pful for everybody.
So, thanks.

Let's go to Jason Adriance next and then
Katie Westfall and then over to M ke Pierdi nock.
So, Jason, please.

MR. ADRI ANCE: Thanks, Bennett, and good
norni ng, everyone. | actually just had one
clarifying question, but then a second one cane up
wi th that discard discussion. So, I'll ask those
guestions and then save comments for |ater on and
see where the discussion goes.

The first question is on Topic E where
you di scuss the three-year average, and |
apologize if this is in the docunent. |Is that a
geonetric nmean or just a straight up three-year
average? |'m stuck.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, so, the, you know,
that's why in that, you know, detail that we're
still figuring that out. But, you know, nost
years it's usually average, but, you know, we have
to figure that out.

MR. ADRI ANCE: And so, the discard
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di scussion | thought | was kind of clear on how
things are utilized, but then maybe it confused ne
alittle bit and | apologize if it's just ne. So,
| wanted to clarify the way you handl e those dead
di scards is you account for themin the assessnent
and it's, therefore, reflected in the quotas? O
did | hear that that is done and then there's sone
nore accounting during the harvest? | just wanted
to make sure. It alnost sounded |ike some double
counting of discards and | just wanted to clarify
that. Thanks.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, no, | appreciate it.
Yeah, so, sorry if |I wasn't clear about it. So,
when we do the assessnents, we count for all
sources of nortality of the shark species or
stock. And then fromthere, we cal culate what the
TAC woul d be, and then we take off the top. W
take off the recreational nortality and then the
HVE nortality, commercial dead di scards, whether
it's HMS or non-HMS. And then that's all taking
off, and then what is left over is conmerci al

guota. And those are proxy nunbers that are used
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until the next assessnent. You know, we haven't
-- for exanple, you know, sone assessnents we've
had done and two years ago, quite a few years ago,
and we know sone of the fishery has changed

bet ween HMS and non-HMS for recreational fishery

t 0o.

So, we know that we -- to properly
manage the fishery should be nore flexible and
nonitor those. And trying to figure out, you
know, what those accurate nunbers on this
three-year rolling average to properly reflect
what's going on in the fishery.

MR. ADRI ANCE: And again --

MR. DUBECK: And whatever they are, we
woul d cal cul ate those and then what's |eft over,
woul d be the -- we'd actually put out |ike what is
the commercial ACL between here's the commerci al
dead di scard nunber, here's the commercial quot a,
and here's what the recreational ACL woul d be.

MR. ADRI ANCE: Ckay, so, like on a yes,
no, basis, renovals are accounted for. All those

renoval s are accounted for in the assessnent and
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then the quotas are projected fromthat, correct?

MR. DUBECK: Yes, yes.

MR. ADRI ANCE: All right, thanks, Quy.

MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks, Jason. |'Il
| et you | ower your hand. Let's go to Katie and
M ke and if we can stick with the clarifying
questions for a little bit still. | think that's
really helpful, and then we can circle back for
perspectives. Katie.

M5. WESTFALL: Sounds good, Bennett.
Thanks so nmuch. And thanks for the presentation,
@Quy. Yeah, | just had one clarifying question
before getting into comments. On Topic D, the
carry-over of underharvested ACL, in the draft
anmendnent at one point on page 24, it said that
carry-over would not be possible for stocks that
are overfished. And then later in the docunent,
it said that on page 28, it says that carry-over
woul d be possible for overfished stock. So, |
just wanted to get a clarification on that.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, so, stocks that are

overfished with overfishing occurring, would not
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be eligible for carry-over. But if it's say,
overfished wth no overfishing occurring, as |ong
as the nortality stays below the OFL and we're
accounting for that in the rebuilding plan, we
plan to all ow commerci al underharvest to give them
back or carried over as long as it does not exceed
the ABC. So, as long as everything stays on under
the ABC, we could all ow commerci al carry-over.

M5. WESTFALL: Geat, that's hel pful.
Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. And, Quy, a quick
gquestion in the chat are Puerto Rico fisheries
comercial and rec taken into account in these
assessnent s?

MR. DUBECK: Yes. Yeah, so, conmerci al
-- | nmean, so, any |andings comercially and
recreational fromPuerto R co fisheries are
counted towards the Gulf of Mexico stocks. If
there is a individual stock for that species, for
exanpl e, you know, bl acktips comercial -- | nean,
Qul f of Mexico blacktips, and those are counted

for i n assessnents.
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MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks. Let's go
back to the queue again just stick with clarifying
guestions here for a bit. Let's goto M ke
Pi erdi nock and then Rick Wber.

MR. PI ERDI NOCK: Hi, good norning.

Thank you. Thank you for your presentation. Just
two clarifying questions. Wth Option A3, it
nentions authorized species. |s that consistent
with the definition that we have for what

(i naudi ble) retain? That's the one question. And
then with Option B2, there's | anguage there,
factors that influence the use of phase-in could
change the ABC and inpacts on the nmarket. Now,
does that market include -- well, |I'm assum ng
it's commercial, but does it also include inpacts
recreationally to the recreational and for-hire
community? Wuld that be included in the
definition of market or the intent of that itenf
Thank you.

MR. DUBECK: Thank you. So, the answer
to your first question, would be that it would be

for all authorized shark species, so all of the
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ones we currently retain comercially or
recreationally. So, that would be authorized
species is what | nean by that. And then by

mar ket, yeah, | nean, we, you know, nmarkets there
are different markets. There's comercial and
recreational, and it could be a factor for
determ ni ng what the phase-in reduction or

i ncrease of the ABC control rule itself, yes.

MR. PI ERDI NOCK:  Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Let's goto R ck
Weber .

MR. WEBER: Good norning, GQuy. Just a
coupl e of questions here. In your ACL framework
slide, it nmentions a nunber of tinmes taking into
account all sorts of nortality. |Is there anything
here that is adding new sources of nortality to
the calculations? O is there anything changi ng
in the math?

MR. DUBECK: No, no. So, all of this is
al ready being counted in the stock assessnents.
We just, you know, we do in our final anendnents

when we do address the changing in the stocks of a
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species we do |lay these out in tables of Iike,
okay, so, in (inaudible) comrercial, you know,
wor k, you know, harvest and dead di scards are, you
know, recreational. This is what a fishery
potentially with its HV5S managenent. So, they are
al ready accounted for. So, we're just clarifying
where they are to be in the franmework checkli st.

MR VWEBER: All right, very good. And
sort of continuing on the thene then. Wen you
tal k about proxies for dead discards in recs, are
you tal ki ng about dead di scard or PRW?

MR. DUBECK: Total nortality. So, total
bet ween harvest dead di scards everything so
recreationally, we set up based on the assessnents
and sone anal ysis we've done, those proxies are
just, you know, cal culated so total recreational
harvest and nortality is kind of been together and
for that ACL and, again, this is a proxy that we
don't -- we don't evaluate on a yearly basis.

It's sonmething we want to do in the future.
MR. WEBER: | think | understand. |Is

t here anything conparable for comercial ?
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MR. DUBECK: Well, you nean about the
way we mahage it or?

MR VEBER: Well, if we're calculating
-- if we're calculating a proxy for comrercial or
for recreational, is there any --

MR. DUBECK: Sorry. Yes, | apol ogize,
yes. So, yeah, so, right now we do have proxies
for commercial dead discards within the HVS
fishery and outside the HVS fishery that we've
kind of just taken off the top for the sanme thing
we do the recreational fishery now And then |ike
| said, with anything that's left over right now
that we actively manage is the comercial quota
that i1s nonitored and, you know, so that |anding's
updated regul arly.

MR WEBER: | don't follow-- | don't --
| honestly don't followit closely so, you had ne
at yes just to make sure that the two sectors are
being treated equally. And along those |ines,
when we're tal king about carry-over, why is the
proposal in D that there is no carry-over for

recs?
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MR. DUBECK: Well, right now, it's, you
know, you said that commercially we are nonitoring
the |l andings on a very regul ar basis.

Recreational, so, but, you know, recreationally,

I f the recreational ACL is underharvested for many
years, we could potentially make managenent
changes to that. You know, we do have, you know,
ri ght now we have, as | nentioned, you know, one
shark at fifty four inches, you know, then it's --
t hen changes for hammerhead and makos. But if,
you know, the stock and nanagenent group is
heal t hy enough, there could be avenues for higher
retention [imts in the recreational fishery.

So, I'mnot just |eaving the
recreational fish, we're not just going to | eave
the recreational fishery out. So, that tineline
ri ght now on a annual basis, we only all ow
carry-over to commercial quotas because that's
sonething we are very confident with comerci al
| andi ngs. And we nonitor those, you know, we have
-- we get regular weekly, and we send out nonthly

| andi ngs updat es.
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MR. VWEBER: Then in the formof a
guestion leading to future comment, could you tell
us sonme of your thinking that has you not
preferring the reserve sector? Wat steered you
away fromthe idea of a reserve sector since we do
use that in bluefin?

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, so, again, with the

bluefin tuna -- tuna fishery as nost of you know,
is we are -- we get active |andings of comerci al
and recreational. You know, there's recreational

reporting of that species. W don't prefer the
reserve sector, you know, reserve sector right now
because we don't have that in shark fisheries. W
only have that for the commercial |andings. You
know, we have the dealers, fishernen |anding
there. W have the dealer, you know, supports.

Not hing on a daily or regular basis for
recreational landings. And with the reserve
sector, you would be taking away part of the ACL
to be put in a reserve sector that would be tough
to nove that inseason-wise to the different ACL

sectors to nmake sure the quotas are, | nean, ACLs
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are not over, you know, overharvested. And agai n,
we have the proof in tuna fishery and they
regularly do that. They nanage those nunbers very
accurately. But right now, in the shark fishery,
we just have the commercial |andings that we do.

MR. VWEBER: Thank you. Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: All right, let's try to get
a few nore folks in. Again, nmaybe a couple nore
m nutes of clarifying questions and then start
shifting to any comments. Let's go to Marty
Scanl on and then to Rusty. And again, the folks
who' ve gotten their questions answered, 1'll let
you | ower your hands unl ess you're back in the
gueue for comments. So, Marty, you're open.

MR. SCANLON: How will all this be
applied to, you know, |ICCAT managed shark speci es,
especially shark species that are already being
managed under | CCAT?

MR. DUBECK: So, if the | CCAT does give
the U S. a TAC, a quota, or ACL, we would nanage
to that nunber simlar to how we do with other

fisheries. R ght now, this is just for |ike the
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ones that are not been determ ned by | CCAT and
sone of the donestic shark species that are -- we
are nmanaging -- we are nmanagi ng the other ones
too, but we are trying to actively evaluate on a
annual basi s.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. Marty, any other
clarifying questions?

MR. SCANLON: No, not at this tine.

MR. BROOKS: Gkay, Rusty, clarifying
guesti ons.

MR. HUDSON:. Can you hear ne?

MR, BROOKS: Yeabh.

MR. HUDSON. Ckay, great. First, as far
as Atlantic blacktip and the final report,
Decenber 11th | believe it's due. How long wll
it take you to be able to turn around the not
overfish and not overfishing result and establish
a quota and pull us off of that |arge coastal
shark aggregate? That's the first question.

MR. DUBECK: Thanks, Rusty. So, |'m not
sure if that date is still --

M5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ: | can answer that,
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Quy.

MR. DUBECK: Ckay, thanks.

M5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ: So, Rusty, as far
as | know, yes, we're still expecting the final
report right around Decenber 11th. | am sure we

wi Il share that once we have it. As far as the
result of establishing not overfish no
overfishing, that will probably take us several
nonths in terns of establishing a quota. W would
need Anendnent 14 to be in place and then our
foll owon rul emaking. So, the sane thing that
we're waiting on for the Gulf blacktip and for
sandbar, we are trying to finish Arendnent 14 and
then nove on to the foll ow on rul emaki ng t hat
woul d establish all the quotas.

MR. HUDSON. That's great. Can you
still hear ne?

MR BROCOKS: Yes, we can, Rusty.

MR, HUDSON: Okay. Scall op hammer heads,
we're getting to start a research track 2021
t hrough 2023. W are in with the scallop, the

great and the snoboth. And being that there were
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si x scal | oped hanmer head stocks around the world

t hat were analyzed that the sightings were two of
them were not having the overfish or overfishing
condi tions and so, one of those happened to be

Mai ne to Texas and the other was in another part
of the world. But with our Caribbean territories,
of course, you have a overfished, overfishing,

what ever, we had a problemw th that stock because
it's separate genetically.

And so, elimnating the |inkage for the
scal | oped hamrerhead from Maine to Texas is a good
nove as far it goes. But |I'mnot sure what you
woul d do with the Cari bbean under these
circunstances particularly since we weren't even
be able to hop on the results of the research
stock and |I'm assum ng they' re doing those stocks
until after the 2023 culmnation of that effort.
That being said, the recreational, the (inaudible)
calibrations, the PSEs, the fact that (inaudible)
the rays are three nonths | ong and a 45-day del ay
after each (inaudible), they normally --

MR BROOKS: Hey, Rusty. Rusty, Rusty,
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I'm - -

MR, HUDSON:  Yes.

MR. BROOKS: -- going to junp in for a
m nute. Your sound quality is a little off. |
don't know if you're using a speaker, but we want
to make sure we can hear you clearly. Go ahead.

MR HUDSON: Is that a little better?

MR. BROOKS: Much, nuch better. Thank
you.

MR. HUDSON: | had the volune down a
little bit because | think |I speak too |oud. |
can't hear nyself. Anyway, that --

MR. BROOKS: That's perfectly fine.

MR. HUDSON. Ckay, that being said, it'd
be |i ke June of '21, 2021 then we'd have the
recreational nunbers. And |I'mnot sure how you're
going to work that. That three-year thing m ght
be useful for themparticularly because they're
not (inaudible) allocation. Particularly, when
they -- the potential is these three calibrations
m ght have sonme high PSEs. W just don't know

until we see it here and how it unfolds on each of
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the (inaudible).

Unknown status on themis very bull and
| emron. | think John Krasen (phonetic) did with
bul | --

MR. BROOKS: Rusty, you're -- we're
| osi ng you agai n (inaudi bl e).

MR. HUDSON. Can you hear ne?

MR BROOKS: Better.

MR. HUDSON. Still hear ne? Ckay.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah.

MR. HUDSON: The unknown status for bull
and | enon, you know, | saw they enpl oy sone over
and the bull, blacktip and soon the Atlantic
bl acktip that | abel seens that it could be m xed
with those other polyners. But the unknown status
(i naudi bl €) be sone over even because they're not
consi dered overfish in that group.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, so, they're part of
t he aggregated | arge coastal conplex for the
unknown. As long as the ABC that we establish is
not exceeded, we could allow carry-over of the

unused, that underharvest and conmercial | andings
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t 0o next season.

MR. HUDSON. Ckay. The last thing is
the OFL being greater than the ABC. The ABCis
generally greater or equal to the ACL. If we w nd
up having a good stock status, we can al ways have
a buffer both for the recs and the commerci al .
So, you know, | |ike sone of the (inaudible).
Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. Thanks, Rusty.
Let's go to Alan Weiss then Greg Hinks for any
clarifying questions and then just open it nore
broadly for comments. Al an.

MR. WEI SS: Thank you. Just a quick
gquestion if we could | ook back at Slide no. 9.

MR. DUBECK: This one here?

MR. VEISS: Yes. Yeah, and under the
first option shown it says for HV5 stocks. Does
t hat nean HVS stocks -- stocks of sharks managed
by HM5 or HMVS species in general?

MR DUBECK: It'd just be the shark
stock that we're referring to here. This is just

(i naudi bl e) --
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MR. VEISS: Everything -- it's
under st ood everything only applies to sharks that

we' re di scussi ng here?

MR, DUBECK: Mm hmm

MR, WEISS: Okay, thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Geg Hinks.
MR. HINKS: H, can you hear ne?
MR DUBECK: Yep.

MR HINKS: Sorry, I'mwalking in sone
of the history you nentioned. |'mjust curious
since we're discussing renoving the |inkages
bet ween sone of the groups for quota nanagenent,
what was the reasons for the linkages initially
anyway ?

MR. DUBECK: Oiginally, they were put
in place to because of the proxies we have and set
up with assessnents that are we are actively
managi ng the dead discards to ensure that they
woul d stay at the sane | evel as those determ ned
at that time fromthe analysis. But since we are
going to be actively managi ng the commercial and

recreational ACLs, everything, we could actively
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t hen renove the |inkages and make adjustnents to
the comercial quota if the, say the comercia
dead di scard nunber gets too |arge, or nake other
managenent neasures if appropriate.

MR HNKS: Got it. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Al right, Geg,
"Il let you | ower your hand. |'mgoing to go
back to the top of the queue here. |'ve got Walt
waiting to cone in and then Jason. And then |
know Sonya and Katie and a couple of others said
you would like to cone back. So, invite folks to
rerai se their hands whenever they feel ready.

But, Walt, up to you.

MR GOLET: Sorry, nope. |'mnot sure
why it was raised. | thought |I lowered it. M
bad. | apol ogi ze.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay, all right, great. W

can try to lower it again. There it goes, thank
you. Jason.

MR. ADRI ANCE: Thank you, Bennett. So,
| think overall it's a -- this is a pretty decent

amendnent. And | think it hopefully goes a | ong
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way to fix sone issues with the fishery. One of
the concerns | have is the ABC control rule. |
know it could be a hard thing to work with. And |
know you nentioned the South Atlantic as an
exanple. And | just wanted to note that different
councils have different |evels of risk that
t hey' ve adopted. And so, |ooking at just the
South Atlantic may not -- | hope you | ook at the
ot her ABC control rules because in the &ulf, for
exanpl e, that council nmay have a hi gher | evel of
risk that they'll entertain, which then factors
into the individual ABC control rules that the
council's SSCs use. So, | just wanted to nmention
that. That that's | ooked at in consideration when
you go to develop this because the devil's in the
details when it conmes to the ABC control rule and
| can tell you fromyears of discussions on ABC
control rules that it can be a fun tinme had by
all. Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks.

MR. DUBECK: Thanks, Jason. Yeah, |

just want to clarify is that, yeah, so we are
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going to be | ooking the other councils too. It's
just that, again, you use the South Atlantic as an
exanple. It has different tier where they | ooked
at assessnent |level and (inaudible) to | evel too.
And then the other councils do | ook at the
different uncertainly levels and that's sonething
the science center wll be doing. And we plan to
buil d those in dependi ng on what they conme back
Wit h.

MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks. Katie or
Sonya, would you |ike to cone back in?

M5. WESTFALL: Yeah, sure, |'m happy to
provi de sone comments. | think Jason nade a
really good point that the devil's in the details
on the ABC control rule, and glad to hear the
science center is working on that. It certainly
makes -- seenms to have nore risk adverse control
rules for stocks of greater uncertainty and their
| ocation limts, and greater vulnerability of
overfishing. Certainly, it's hard to comment
wi t hout knowi ng what the exact tiers and

thresholds will be. So, it would be good to have
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nore information to be able to coment nore
t horoughly on that one.

On Topic Cthe ACL developnent. [|'m
really glad to hear that the Agency is noving
toward actively managi ng the sector ACLs, the
commerci al and recreational sectors. | think
that's a great nove. Being able to do this well
really depends on tinely and accurate data.

Still, I think in addition to this, you know,
preferred option, it would be good to have a pl an
for how exactly the Agency is going to be doing
this particularly for sharks caught as bycatch or
di scards, and for the recreational sector. So, in
order for this option to also be really effective,
all the sources of nortality need to be consi dered
here including other fisheries by nmanagenent
states and councils. So, | hope the Agency really
| ooks at this holistically.

And then sone concerns about the
carry-over of underharvested ACL. | think for
speci es that are experiencing overfishing and are

overfished, |I think that carry-over should really
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not be all owed and underharvested really
contribute to inproving the status for those
stocks in those conditions. Al so, sone concerns
about being able to carry-over quotas for unknown
st ocks.

And then lastly, on the nulti-year
overfishing status, sone concerns around the
preferred option. | think any stock status change
should really cone froman assessnent and the
Agency should focus on ranping up its capacity to
be able to assess nore stocks instead of being
able to just change the stocks and satisfy not
exceedi ng overfishing limt on that three-year
rolling average. So, (inaudible) ny comments.
Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks so nuch.

MR, DUBECK: Thanks. | just want to
clarify sonmething real quick there.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, please.

MR, DUBECK: | apologize. So, Katie,
so, we do not allow carry-over of stocks that are

overfished with overfishing occurring. So, that
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woul d be the threshold. But if it's overfished
with no overfishing occurring, then we allow the
carry-over. | just wanted to clarify that.

MR. BROOKS: Geat, thanks, GQuy. Let's
go to Sonya and then to Kristin Foss. Sonya.

M5. FORDHAM  Thank you. | think Katie
did a great job setting that up from nmaybe a
little bit nore optimstic. So, | just second her
positive coments about, you know, nobving towards
nore risk averse control rules and active
managenent and second everything she said about
t he dat a.

| will add just a bit nore trepidation
and concern. | do agree with everyone's concern
of, you know, it's kind of hard to digest this
Wi t hout concrete exanples and the devil in the
detail stuff. But I'ma bit concerned overall as
the main focus, though, seens to be optim zation
of the fisheries and basically taking as nany
sharks as m ght be available and | don't see a
whol e | ot of neasures in there to ensure or boost

recovery. So, | think it's still a bit focused on
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taki ng as nuch as possi ble, and that nekes ne
nervous.

| am soneone who touts the success of
sone of our (inaudible) shark fishery nanagenent
successes around the world, and | really am eager
for progress and sustainability exanples. But |
have to rem nd people that we still do have a
nunber of shark species that are in pretty rough
shape, apparently still have a lot of uncertainty
as everyone knows in terns of nortality and the
stock status of these animals. And so, | would
just say, again, that we -- particularly for these
species, there's a whole | ot of reasons to act
cautiously and that really be risk averse.

So, | have talked to ny conservati on
col l eagues. You'll probably hear nore fromthem
t oday maybe, but we'll consider witten -- at
| east witten comments for the record. | need to
| earn nore about the tiered ABC but fromj ust
general | eanings, we're phasing-in the ABC control
rule, control options. | admt that | seemto be

gl eaning a few things from how you' ve structured
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your options. But it seens |like B3 mght be the
nost precautionary considering that phasing-in for
only stocks that are not overfished or not being
overfished. So, I'mleaning towards that. |
woul d add in adjustnents that these stock
assessnments shoul d be, you know, relatively recent
when we're working off those frameworks, and that
we need to be m ndful of unknown species and give
them-- give the supply a real precautionary
approach to species of unknown st at us.

| think in general, the conservation
conmmunity in ny opinion, has been -- still
continues to support a nore species-specific
approach for shark nmanagenent, recogni zing we have
a seriously broad diversity in terns of threats
and life history of these aninmals. So, we're
| eaning in the C category, | think, to at |east |
am | eaning towards these six, although I wll,
gi ven di scussion today, try to |learn nore about
t he quota |inkages and how that's bal anced by nore
active managenent and have that into the sink.

But as |'ve already hinted, we still have a | ot of
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concern particularly about hamer heads.

Like Katie said, | think |"'mpretty
solid. | don't think I would change a position to
support Bl, the status quo, or no actions in terns
of how we -- of carrying-over underharvest. |'m
particularly unconfortable with all ow ng
carry-over if overfishing is occurring. | just
think it's too risky for sharks. And the | ast
set, the E sets, |I'll have to give that sone
t hought. So, thanks, in the neantine.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thank you, Sonya.
And, obviously, the coment period's open for, you
know, several nore weeks and understand the fol ks
wi Il want and need tine to put together nore
conprehensi ve coments. Let's go to Kristin Foss
and then over to Dewey. Kristin.

M5. FOSS: Thanks for the presentation,
Quy. So, overall, the anendnent seens that this
could provide sone additional flexibility and nore
active managenent regardi ng our shark fishery.

And | think this could possibly help address sone

of the issues with increased reporting, the
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negati ve shark interactions, depredations that
we're all hearing.

Going to the other comments provided for
the ABC control rule, | would continue to work
with the SSC on devel opi ng those ABC tier |evels.
Really ook into the data that goes into each of
those tiers. And then with the carry-over you
noted that this will be on a stock-by-stock basis.
So, I'mgoing to caution if the species is
overfished, not to hinder those rebuilding plans.
This is sonmething the Gulf Council | know has
di scussed in their carry-over anendnent. So, | ust
| ooki ng nore into maybe those di scussi ons how
t hey' ve handl ed sone of that would be hel pful.
Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Kristin. Dewey,
you're up. Dewey, you there? W're not hearing
you yet. Dewey, you m ght have to hit star -- oh,
okay. Dewey had to junp off. Rick Wber, | know
you nentioned before you mght |like to get back in
wi th sone thoughts. Do you want to junp in now,

we've got -- | don't see anybody in the queue
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right now OCh, wait, yeah, | got Rick and then
M ke Pierdi nock. Rick.

MR. VEBER: Yeah, thanks. |'m agreeing
Wi th everyone who's saying that the devil's going
to be in the details. You know, | nean, A B, and
C are all allowng for consideration of. There's
a lot of work and a lot of discussion still to
cone as we | ook at what we're giving you our
bl essing to consider. It's really going to depend
on what cones back.

| hear what you said about the reserve

sector D, and | understand that. |If there was a
way to overcone it, | think the reserve sector has
wor ked out well in bluefin and I mght nake it a

| ong-term goal to nove towards that. Because
what's nice about the reserve sector, is you are
al ways giving and never taking. There is no
reall ocation. You're giving sonething that didn't
bel ong to anyone as needed in it and | think it
has served us well.

As we're tal king about depredation, just

very tangentially, but it's still a primry
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concern of those on the water. Mybe we shoul d be
| ooki ng nore at species-specific nanagenent as
well. | mght ook alittle bit as Sonya said
towards C6 because we may have pl aces where we can
do alittle bit nore species-specific harvesting
and possi bly even region- specific. Possibly
t here are geographic regions so that we're not
consi dering these things honogenously distributed.
W may have regions of sufficient to, darest |
say, overabundance.

And further, although | understand the
purpose of the assessnents, the idea of averages,
| just like it in general. Anything that snooths
out year-to-year variations, | think is a healthy
way for us to look at fisheries. Thank you nuch.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Rick. M ke
Pi er di nock.

MR. PI ERDI NOCK: Thank you. Rick just
stole ny thunder. | nean, I'll second his
t houghts. | nean, one of the main objectives here
s to address the depredation that we're having in

our observations of tuna cut-offs or groundfish
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cut-offs. Qur fish getting bitten in half by

| ncreased popul ations of sharks in certain areas.
And with the recommendation that maybe this shoul d
be species-specific, | would hope that woul d be
taken in consideration.

As far as with the preferred options in
general, I'"'mfor them | will forward comments in
the future. But this is positive to see to
address the problemwe're having from Mai ne al
the way down to the Qulf for whatever whether it's
por beagl es, blue sharks, or a species down south,
or even great white sharks, but they're not on the
authorized list. That's why | specifically asked
about the authorized list. But | do understand if
sonething is not authorized, there's a whol e other
mechani smthat you have to go through to get them
back on that list. That's my comments. Thank
you.

MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks.

MR. DUBECK: Bennett, can | just junp in
real quick?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, pl ease.
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MR DUBECK: Sorry.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah.

MR, DUBECK: | just want to -- so, a
coupl e of people nentioned about the
speci es-specific rule. W do have
speci es-speci fi c shark managenent groups. W have
the Gulf of Mexico blacktip. W have the Atlantic
bl acknose. So, we do have sone species-specific.
We have sandbar, Atlantic bl acktip, probably
around the corner and final assessnents. And
we're trying to go nore species-specific with our
assessnments. For a goal we go nore species --
potentially species-specific managenent groups.

So, we do have sone, maybe nore to cone. Just
| etting you know we do have sone of that right
NOW.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Guy. [I'Ill note
that in the chat both Marcos and Wally Jenki ns
dittoed Rick Weber's comments as well. And then a
concern from Yam tza Rodriguez that a concern that
in Puerto Rico, commercial quota is zero and

recreational data collection is |limted. So, when
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these are applied, the data used will probably not
represent the reality of Puerto R can waters. So,
consi deration there.

Back to the queue, we'll just invite
Rick and M ke and Kristin to | ower your hands.
Ckay, Dewey's back on. Let's go to Dewey and then
to Scott Taylor and then to Rusty. Dewey, you're
it. Dewey, you there?

MR. HEM LRI GHT: |'m on now.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay, great. W got you,
good.

MR HEM LRIGHT: Al right, yeah. The
page you have there, page 11 or Slide 11. M
guestion is, how are you going to actively manage
the ACLs of the recreational industry given you're
using MRIP? And MRI P has waves, and once the
waves finish, it's 45 days |later. Are you all
going to change MRIP and go wth the pelagic
survey for accounting for sharks? There's a
highly variability in the MRIP surveys of sharks
call ed discarded. And so, these seens |ike you

all's going to go to another -- to accurately
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manage, you're going to go to another nethodol ogy

of accounting besides MRIP, which has -- it has
its major problens. |Is that's what going to
happen, Guy?

MR. DUBECK: No, we're planning to use
all sources of recreational data sources. Sone
data sources are better for sone species than
others. You know, LPS is better for nore of the
pel agi c shark species. Yeah, MRIP is better for
sone of the nore coastal, sonme of the blacktips,
smal | coastal species. W plan to use all of them
when we're |l ooking at all the shark species, all
(i naudi bl e) species. W plan to then fromthere,
there's a three-year rolling average. W
understand that the nost recent year data is the
nost unreliable. That's why we're using the
rolling average. So, we plan to | ook at those
different |andi ngs too because, you know, they are
estimates. Sonetines they're pretty consi stent
fromyear to year. Sonetines they junp up or
drop. But we will be evaluating those when we get

those. But | can't tell you a specific exanple
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because | don't know what they are at this tine.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: Yeah, how about
specific to the MRIP stuff when you have nunbers
or estimates that have a precision of standard
error of 75 to 80 percent? What's the nechani sm
to ground proof those or what are you all going to
be doing in the future? 1've |looked at the MRI P
nunbers that have been produced for | CCAT in sone
particul ar years that were, you know, they added
2014 that the recreational industry pulled 814
metric tons of makos and nobody believed that, but
yet it was used. So, what are you all going to do
in the future to ground proof these and what's
your nmechanismto fixing these percent of PSEs
gi ven that we got two sectors here of managi ng the
sharks? But what's going to change? Wat's the
good news? Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Dewey.

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, so -- yeah, so, we
are, you know, we're still looking at this. You
know, there's a proposed neasure. |If it does get

finalized, we're going to be figuring out the
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nmet hodol ogy with the science center fol ks on how
to actively do that.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Dewey.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: Yeah, that's sonething
that probably the HMS participants would like to
hear. You know, | understand actively nmnanagi ng
and we're still evaluating. But the nmechani sm on
exactly howit's going to work would be great to
hear in the eight days. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat, thanks. Thanks,
Dewey. And | think that sort of maybe thinking
back to sone of the earlier comments around
(i naudi bl e) scale seeing how this all would be
i nportant and hel pful to AP nenbers. |'Il note
that Mark Sanpson's also put a thunps up to ditto
what Rick and M ke said before about
speci es-specific ACLs and again, with an eye
toward t he perhaps geographi c managenent of
| ndi vi dual species down the road.

Let's bring in Scott Taylor and then
Rusty and then back to Jason if you're back in the

gueue, Jason, Rusty, and Scott. Scott Tayl or.
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MR. TAYLOR  You got ne?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, we got you.

MR. TAYLOR So, | appreciate all the
hard work that goes into, you know, these
managenent plans for all of these, you know,
species a bit. | think that everybody el se has
pretty well covered the questions that | had.

This has gotten nore of along the lines of a
general question and the coments with, you know,
wi th, you know, we've heard several people nention
the depredation issue and we spent sone tine

tal king about that on the -- at the last AP
meet i ng.

You know that there have been
substantial devel opnents in terns of marketability
through on a | ot species that are fin dependent in
terns of their commercial viability, you know, of
t hese species to the point that we can't even get
anybody to go out and shark fish because of the
value of the neat itself wthout the ability to
mar ket the fins has becone so problematic

particularly down here, you know, in Florida.
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And being as that this Agency is still
at the -- a part of the Departnent of Commerce and
that various different pieces of |egislation that
continue to be ongoing, the variation between the
| ndi vi dual states, | don't see how we separate out
the commercial viability of these species with, in
particular, as we're setting up these nmanagenent
pl ans, w thout there being sone sort of effort
fromthis Agency to, you know, address sone of the
ongoi ng concerns, and the industry's avail abl e,
you know, availability to be able to market this
product. It's gotten so confusing out there that
|"'msure as Karyl and you both know, in
particul ar, the sandbar fishery down here in
Florida that's always been a big lucrative fishery
in the past, it's been difficult even getting
partici pants down here or any real effort in the
fishery. And | was just wondering whet her or not
that you all had made any inquiries or headway
i nto addressing sone |evel of continuity so that
we essentially --

MR. BROCKS: Scott, we --
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MR. TAYLOR  -- because the odds, you
know - -

MR. BROOKS: Hey, Scott, you just cut
out briefly.

MR TAYLOR  Ckay.

MR. BROOKS: Maybe if --

MR. TAYLOR | said that whether or not
that you've made any headway in, you know,
addressing sort of, you know, these individual
| ssues so that we do have a, you know, commerci al
effort on sone of these species that are not
strictly neat dependent.

MR. BROOKS: CGuy, do you want to junp in
on that at all?

MR. DUBECK: Yeah, so, I'm you know, we
are fully aware, Scott, of sone of the concerns
that sone of the shark researchers are having.

And this year is kind of, you know, things this
year between COVID and zero coverage and then, you
know, the potential selling of the fins.

Amendnent 14 is going to be tal king about setting

a framework for this action and then we're going
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to potentially change managenent neasures in the
future. W are doing a review of the shark
fishery and sone of those things we're including
in there are a full review of the commercial and
recreational and (inaudible) factors that are

| npacting the shark fishery and (i naudi bl e)
market. And we plan to talk about that in that
docunent. But that's all | got.

MR. TAYLOR  So, obviously, you know,
that there are several species that have no
commercial viability in terns of the neat al one.
And so, it doesn't -- it's not sinply the sandbar
fisheries that is going to be inpacted. And just,
you know, | want to just reenphasize that we
really need sone help fromthe Agency itself. You
know, when you have ot her agencies within the
government such as the Fish and Wldlife and the
ot her (i naudi ble) and what went on down here wth,
you know, Greg Abrans and Mark Harrison and j ust
the overall concern of anybody that even is a
| egal dealer to involve thenselves at this point

unl ess there's sone continuity and understandi ng
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exactly, you know, the nature of this that froma
deal er standpoint, wthout the econom c benefit of
the fin part -- of the fin value, there really is
not the econony, the economcs in order to go out
and fish for these species.

And so, you know, it obviously a | ot of
the information that you all deal with in terns of
t hem desi gni ng these plans and catch data and
everything el se cones fromthe commercial sector
that if we're essentially elimnating these
comercial fisheries, there's obviously going to
be a cessation in the flow of data that you al
really need in order to be able to do this. And
again, |I'mgoing to enphasi ze that at sone point,
the Agency needs to try to cone up with a plan to
have a nuch nore nationally cohesive understandi ng
of what it is that we're doing.

| think the general public is
m si nformed about these shark fisheries that the
benefit of and the way that the U S. allows for
the sale of these fins. And I'll leave it al one

at that. | think everybody el se on the call
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pretty nmuch understands where we, you know, where
we are. And ny hope was is that the Agency was
going to be doing sonething to address this
particularly in light of sonme of the legislative
stuff that's going on as we speak right now to
outl aw essentially fin sales conpletely in the

U. S.

3

BROOKS: Thanks, Scott, very nuch.

o

BREWSTER- GEI SZ:  So, Scott --
Bennett, if | could junp in.

MR. BROOKS: Yes, please, Karyl.

M5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ: So, Scott, |
definitely appreciate what you're saying. | do
want to rem nd you and the other panel nenbers
that we do have a nunber of web stories that we
posted regardi ng shark fin bans and marketi ng
sharks in general. W have one specific about
eating sharks and then we also have Chris Oiver's
st at enment about a ban. So, we do recommend t hat
getting the word out that way. 1In ternms of the
I ndi vi dual states, we reviewed sone of them |'m

hoping in the future we can continue revi ew ng
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1 sonme of the other states and bans as we did in the

2 past. Wwere we end up with that, | don't know.
3 As Guy nentioned, we are doing our shark
4 review. |If you renenber, (inaudible), he

S presented that at the |last AP neeting and
6 hopefully that can shed |ight on other things
7 i ncluding the fin bans, the market, and

8 depredation. So, there's a lot going on in the

9 shark fishery right now. It's a ot nore than
10 just Al4. | definitely recognize that the devil
11 Is in the details and we'll see where we can go

12 with this.

13 MR, BROOKS: Thanks, Karyl. [1'll note
14 that Marcos has said in the queue, the geographic
15 managenent is inportant for the Caribbean region
16 as well. So, just to note that. Let's goto

17 Rusty and then Jason.

18 MR. HUDSON:. Yeah, thank you, Bennett.
19 | had gotten knocked off for sone reason a little
20 while ago. But with the recreational | believe

21 you have a predom nantly a catch and rel ease

22 situation. And down here in South Atlantic, we
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have a software thing that's going on with ny fish
count. It'd be nice if you took your recreational
registration list and be able to do a percentage
of those people and be able to get a better idea
of the species-specific because with the
commer ci al when we unl oad, we have to be
speci es-specific. | believe we're sonewhere
around 100 percent, which is a really good thing.
Mar ket demand is what runs the show for
us and as | ong as sonebody wants sone neat or
fins, and | understand that sonme of the stuff in
Hong Kong's getting a little bit nore | oosened up.
But, you know, again, we have to have a process of
being able to bring the fins fromhere to there.
And there's predation issues, you know, up in the
northeast |ike Mke tal ked about the porbeagl e,
the great whites, sone issues there. You know, we
have issues with two species in particular, three
probabl y, when you count sandbar, you count dusky,
and you count bull sharks, and it just depends on
where you're at between the Md-Atlantic and

Texas.
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And those three aninmals our sandbar was
an update. It needed to be a full benchmark. CQur
dusky is a catch free. It needs to be a ful
benchmark or sonething that is a little bit nore
conprehensive at the total range of the aninmal,
the genetics of the animal, et cetera. And the
bul | sharks are unknown status, but |I'mpretty
certain that Jason and Loui siana and ot her people
can tell you a |ot of stories about bull sharks.

So, that all being said, depredation
| ssues are going to require sone thought because,
you know, there's all kinds of people conplaining
from Maryl and to Texas and down in the Cari bbean.
It's obvious we have possibly gotten way ahead of
any rebuilding things. But until you're actually
viewi ng the stock assessnent that can show t hat
science, | nmean, we run into that wwth our red
snapper. W run into that with a |ot of other
stuff that |'ve been involved in. And | swear |
was so happy to be part of the Atlantic blacktip
stock assessnent because based on what | saw from

the peer reviewers and stuff, that was a good day.
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Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Rusty. Jason, over
to you.

MR. ADRI ANCE: Thanks, Bennett. Yeah, |
want to echo the thoughts on any of these shark
managenent groups that we can nove to single
species | think will be a good thing. And since |
can't go one neeting wthout saying it and Rusty
mentioned it, especially Qulf of Mexico bull
sharks. | think a careful person could |ikely
wal k the coast of Louisiana on the backs of bull
sharks. So, | think anything that can be about
the single species is a good thing, especially for
managi ng those speci es where we have an abundance
of them And in turn, that will help those
species we're nore concerned about as well by not
| unpi ng themin a nanagenent group and potentially
havi ng just uni ntended dead di scards. Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: G eat, thanks. Thanks,
Jason. And I'll note that Steven Getto in the
chat is al so echoing given the depredation

probl ens that are sort of coastw de, good to see
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the action to try to optim ze shark fisheries
within the quota franmeworks. Dewey, your hand is
still up. |Is that because you want to get back in
or it's just left over? Al right, let's go to
Jeff Oden. Jeff.

MR. ODEN: Al right, so, a nonent ago
there, | believe it was R ck, who just spoke
tal ki ng speci es-specific. And | too would love to
see that happen. The other day | was | ooking out
and you all had posted nunbers of nonetary val ue
of fins species of, | guess, the high end. It
| ooked like $13. It used to be $25 or 30. And
anyway, on small coastal -- no, on snoot hhound, it
was a buck 45 for, you know, the fin value on that
particul ar species. Then it said small coastal at
456, which | don't know what is included in snal
coastal, but Atlantic sharpnose is what we're used
to catching and that's what we call snmall coastal
here. And that is $1.50, that is nore than you're
going to get for a fin off one of those here.

| mean, in this day and age, nobody

bothers with them And for that reason, | know
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this Agency has been kind of proactive on our
behalf lately and | certainly wsh that we can get
the sane exenption that we have. | know I spoke
on this a lot and you all understand ny concerns.
We catch these species. The fins are worthl ess.
W can't clean them And at sea, w thout the
opti mum way the fish house wants them w thout
having to clean themtwi ce. W clean them once,
get the guts out of them and cone in and have to
cut the fins and all off a second tine. It's
onerous for the fish house workers. They're two
or three hours later waiting on us to clean them
It's just ridiculous. And anyhow, | would
certainly love to see an exenption for this. And
| know that probably has to go through Congress as
|'ve been told. But that's just ny comment and
anyway, thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Jeff. | am not
seei ng any other hands raised on ny attendee |ist,
but Heather, if you're seeing anything from your
end, please |let ne know. Ckay, she's not seeing

any others. W've got about five mnutes left so
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| think we're kind of hitting the mark here.
Dewey, are you wanting to junp back in? Mybe
not. If you're on nute, you need to take yourself
off mute, and if you're using the phone, you m ght
try *6.

Al right, in the neantinme, | just want
to thank everyone for a |l ot of good comments here.
| think I -- | hope and trust that gave Guy and
Karyl and fol ks who worked on this a | ot of
feedback here. | think there was a | ot of support
fromany of the pieces that were in here,
optimzation, flexibility, active nmanagenent, a
nore risk averse control rule. Lots of pushes
around speci es-specific, geographic specific if
you coul d get there. The nove towards three-year
averaging did get a |lot of comments.

Sone of the concerns that were
hi ghlighted. The flipside of optim zation, a
little bit, is that pushing too far? A nunber of
coments around sort of precautionary approach
around stocks of unknown status. A lot of --

several coments on overfished, overfishing, and
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just sort of the extra care that needs to be taken
there. Coments which | think we've heard at

many, many neetings around the needs for, you
know, with this kind of approach, better data of
data assessnents, et cetera. And then the
comments we've heard fromrisk and others -- from
Ri ck and others around flexibility is good, but
that devil will be in the details and sort of how
that rolls out wll be really inportant.

And | think that sort of calls for and
several people talked to this, the need for
ongoi ng conversations that really kind of making
sure the AP is up to speed on all of that as it
rolls forward. And then lastly, sone of these
comments on the end -- at the end around the
mar ketabil ity and sendi ng, which obviously, are
not part of this rule, but I just want to note
t hat .

And then I'lIl note in the chat a coment
fromAngel. | really agree with single species
managenent need for nore assessnents on Maryl and

catch card, census, include sharks, and nmanagenent

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page:

90

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

flexibility is good. So, with that, | think I"'l]
hand it back to you, Quy, for any final coments
you want to make. And then | think we should
break for [ unch.

MR. DUBECK: Thank you Bennett. | want
to thank everyone for supplying such, you know, a
| ot of good comments and questions and | | ook
forward to any witten comments you want to send
I n before Decenber 31st, we have a, you know, a
| ot to consider noving forward with the final of
14. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay, Karyl, anything from
your end before we junp?

M5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ: No, just a huge
thank you to all of the people who provided
coments. Thank you so nuch.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Al right, well,
t hanks, everybody and again, Gy, thanks for the
presentation and | eadi ng that conversation.

We're going to break for lunch. It is
11:30. We will return at 1:00 with the billfish

conversation. So, again, use the tine to address
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what ever you need to address. Wen we get back at
1: 00, we can start sharp. And if you're hooked
into (inaudible) web, ny recomendation is to nute
and just turn your video off, so you stay all
attached. Randy, was that you wanting to junp in?

MR, BLANKINSHI P: It is. | was just
going to quickly nention that for this afternoon's
agenda itemon the Electronic Technol ogi es Pl an
that the presentation for that has now been posted
online. | wanted to highlight that for folks in
case they want to | ook at it ahead of tine.

MR. BROOKS: (Good, thank you, Randy.
Al right, so, let's break for lunch and we'll be
back. We will start up at 1:00 sharp. Thanks,
ever ybody.

( Recess)

MR. BROOKS: Wl cone back everyone. W
are pushing through the afternoon portion. W
wi || have a conversation on Billfish nanagenent
here in a mnute which Jen Cudney will |ead us
through. W'l take a break around 2:00. W'l

t hen cone back and turn the conversation over to
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Brad McHale who will talk to us about HVS

el ectroni c technol ogi es plan going forward here
agai n, anot her hour |ong conversation, and then we
wi || have public comment at 3:15.

You know we have a couple nore AP
menbers join in, which is great. So thanks to
t hose who have been able to patch in since we
started this norning. And finally, again, any
menber of the public who wasn't on this norning,

t he conversation between now and 3:15 will be
focused on the Advisory Panel Menbers. But again,
we w Il have an opportunity at 3:15, we have a
hal f hour set aside for public comment. And so

t hat woul d be your opportunity to call in on the

| ssues that you mght |ike to.

So we'l|l spend the next hour on billfish
managenent to catch fol ks up on recent harvest
trends, and then think about counting in FMPs and
managenent approaches for 2021. Again, we have
sonething like a 20 or 30 minute presentati on and
t hen about 40 m nutes for conversation.

So with that, Jen, | think over to you.
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M5. CUDNEY: All right. So thank you so
much. So as Bennett said, we're going to be
chatting over the next hour about Billfish and
Billfish managenent.

2020 has been a very unusual year, we've
had a | ot going on. So within the context of
tal king about billfish we want to think not only
about the stock status and sone of our | CCAT
mar | i n managenent obligations, but we also need to
t hi nk about what we are required to do
donestical ly.

We're going to al so be | ooking at sone
of the recent marlin harvest trends that have
been, you know, especially in 2020, and our
Quarter Three billfish accounting update. So this
Is we end up doing our billfish accounting on a
quarterly basis and we wanted to give you guys a
chance to | ook at our nost recent nunbers.

And then we're going to be segueing into
managenent approaches that are available to us as
the need arises, and we've got sone di scussion

pronpt questions to round out the presentation at
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the very end.

Ckay. So setting the stage, we nmanage
marl i n because they're managed at | CCAT. Marlin
stock status for blue marlin is currently
overfished with overfishing occurring. The nost
recent stock assessnment was done in 2018.

For white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish, these two species are assessed together
as a single stock. They are considered overfished
but overfishing is not occurring. The nost recent
stock assessnent for white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish was done in 2019.

So at the I CCAT level the U S. has held
to a 250 marlin recreational landings |limt which
was first included in an | CCAT recommendati on in
2001 and has since been carried forward in all
subsequent | CCAT recommendati ons.

The | CCAT Recommendati on 1905
establ i shed the nost recent resulting programfor
marlin, and it maintains again that U S. 250
marlin [imt. Fish recomendation had a sonewhat

new itemin that if any contracting party exceeds
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its landings limt during any two consecutive
years the landings Iimt shall be reduced on or
before the adjustnent year, but at |east 125
percent of excess harvest. And there is no carry
forward of under harvest starting with the 2020
catches. So previously we've been able to carry
forward a certain percentage of any under harvest.
We usually haven't chosen to do this, but it has
been an opti on.
Some of the other things that are
i ncluded in that resulting plan are general desire
to mnimze release nortality through vari ous
nmeans. And for recreational and sports fisheries,
specific requirenment to take appropri ate neasures
to ensure that released fish are released in a
manner that causes the least harm So this is why
we have been so intent recently on maki ng sure
t hat peopl e understand that they are not supposed
to be taking a fish out of the water for photos.
The rebuil di ng pl ans have the sane
m ni mum si zes as what we have donestically in the

U.S., and also terns for that prohibition of sale.
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So froma donestic standpoint, we
| npl enent the provisions of | CCAT through our
consol i dated HM5 FMP and our requirenents through
ATCA. Basically this table here shows you for
each species, whether it's blue marlin or, Ilike
roundscal e spearfish, the current m ninum sizes
that we have on the books. However, depending on
the situation, if we find ourselves in a position
where we need to nmanage our | andings, i.e. slow
t hem down, we have the option to adjust the
m ni mum size to wthin a range as specified in the
m ddl e of the table for each of these species.

So for blue marlin that's a range of 117
to 138 inches lower jaw fork I ength. And for
white marlin we have the ability to adjust
| andi ngs, excuse ne, adjust the mninmmsize to
between 70 to 79 inch lower jaw fork Iength. So
it's a couple of inches difference between the
m ni nrum si ze and that adjustable range for white
marlin and roundscal e spearfish, but there is a
pretty good junp between the current m ninum size

for blue marlin and where we would start wth that
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adj ust abl e size range to nmanage those | andings for
blue marlin. And then if the 250 marlin limt is
reached or projected to be reached, we woul d then
go to catch and release only fishing as needed, as
we sai d.

So again, just enphasizing that sale is
not allowed, all U S. landings are recreational in
nature. And as we said, there is a provision
about under harvest but we al so have overharvest
provi sions as part of our accountability neasure.
So we are required for our donestic regulations to
subtract overharvest fromthe | andings when it's
for the followng year. There's a little bit nore
timng flexibility for | CCAT but we inplenent this
on an annual adjusting basis for donestic
regul ati ons.

And then finally, one of the interesting
t hi ngs about our billfish regulations is that once
we do decide that sone sort of in-season
managenent neasure has to be taken up, we have to
wait 14 days between when we publish that

managenent neasure in the federal register and
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when it's actually considered effective.

Al right. So comng back to the recent
marlin landing trends. This is zooned in a bit on
2020, we'll see in a few mnutes a slide that
shows a graph of landings through tine. So you'l]l
be able to kind of clearly see the increase that
we' ve been experiencing wth our recent |andings.

But in 2020, especially in Quarter 3, so
July through Septenber only, we had a very high
nunber of white marlin and roundscal e spearfish
| andi ngs, mainly through tournanents. So we
conpared the total nunber of |andings in B again,
July through Septenber, in 2019 and conpared t hat
to landings fromthe sane tinme period in 2020.

And we noticed that there was a 42 percent

i ncrease in Quarter 3 fromone year to the next.
Furt her exam nation of the | andings and of sone of
the data that was received fromthe tournanments
suggested that there was a high proportion of kept
fish. W noticed that |andings and discard

(i naudi bl e), there were several people in the

di vision and the Science Center that were invol ved
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in this analysis. But it was noted that |andings
and di scard and participation were not very
different than in previous years, generally.
There were many white marlin and
roundscal e spearfish | andi ngs and blue marlin
| andi ngs that were falling into the size ranges
that were in between the m ninum size and our
adj ust abl e ranges. So for exanple we had nmany,
many of the landed fish were in the 69 to 70 inch
| oner jaw fork length size classes for white
marlin and roundscal e spearfish. So if you
remenber, our mninmm size was 66, and the | ow end
of the range for adjustnent that we could start
wth was 70. So in this case, you know, we didn't
really have an option to even | ook at 69 inch
mddle range if we felt |ike we needed to.
Most of the blue marlin | andings fell
bet ween 99 inches and 116 inches in Quarter 3,
respectively. So because in Septenber we had
basically run our accounting protocol and
determ ned that we felt that the 250 marlin limt

was reached and exceeded, we inplenented an

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page:

100

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

announcenent that the fishery would go to catch
and release only. This was the first tine that we
had ever changed from open fishery to catch and
release. And it was considered effective from
Septenber 30th through the end of the year, so
Decenber 31st.

Al right. And this is a graph show ng
recent marlin harvest trends by year through tine.
So you can see that prior to this year we've been
ki nd of hovering around the 190 nmark for our total
nunber of |andings. Qur current nost recent
estimate is having us at 233. So you m ght be
thinking well wait a mnute, you said that you
exceeded the 250 limt. And that is because we
had information earlier this fall that suggested
that we had, but we have since revised three
di fferent ones of our turning protocols, new
estimtes of where we were at against that 250
limt.

Ckay. And because of that, because we
get information in, we always consider that they

are prelimnary and may be effected by tine |ags.
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When we receive data our accounting protocol
conbi nes input fromsix different data sources.
So on a fair mnimumwe ran our accounting
protocol on a quarterly basis. But sonetines we
get information that suggests the need to run it
nore frequently. And we wll do that whenever it
I S needed.

We al so have |late data that cones in
fromyour reportings, fromthe tournanents, or
t hrough sone of these data sources. And then we
al so have nornmal QA/ QC processes that occur, you
know, fromthe partners that help us nmanage these
data or, you know, as we conbine all these
di fferent data sources ourselves. And that can
change the nunbers, you know, from one accounting
protocol run to the next.

Now we had a uni que issue in 2020 that
caused us to think that we had exceeded the limt.
And that was the integration of the eTrips
El ectronic Reporting System So that canme on line
for HVMS reportings this summer. It was sort of a

soft rel ease where folks at eTrips were able to
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suddenly, well, not suddenly, but they were able
to start reporting Atlantic HMS t hrough that
reporting program The incorporation of this data
did not occur snoothly into our existing
dat abases. W had rel eased fish that were
m st akenly pushed into | andings data tables, and
so that elevated our estimates. W have of course
since identified the error and corrected it.

So you can see in the next three bullets
on this slide that we had notations for a
prelimnary B update that was identified as
needing to be run in early Septenber. Qur final
@B | andi ngs update which was run in Novenber, and
then a revised | andings estimte that was updated
i n Decenber once we had recogni zed and corrected
for this eTrips data error.

So that pulled us from 268 billfish
| anded to 276. And then once we corrected for
that eTrips data error we went back down to 233.
And | have the species conposition breakdown for
our nost recent |andings estinmate at the bottom of

this slide.
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Al right. So if we find ourselves in a
situation where an overage has occurred or is
projected to occur, there are a couple of things
that we will start thinking about as we started to
think about this fall.

One woul d be whether or not we needed to
adj ust for an overage. And so in this case if we
had our hypothetical 2020 overage where we thought
that we were at one point at 276 billfish | anded,
we would do an initial adjustnment the foll ow ng
year to account for that overage. So in this
exanple if we had indeed finalized the year and a
| andings limt of 276 billfish, that woul d have
been an overage of 26 fish. So we woul d have
renoved that fromthe marlin 250 imt and ended
up with a 2021 limt of 224 marlin to start the
year .

Now because agai n of various del ays and
receiving different data sources, |ate reporting,
and Q¥ QC, those final adjustnents and additi onal
measures m ght have been needed for our 4 update.

We always run these tine protocols about three to
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four weeks after the end of a quarter and because
of the end of the year processes we won't start
runni ng that accounting protocol for 4 until the
end of January. So this allows for a little bit
of extra time to, you know, do what we need to do
behi nd the scenes to prepare any sort of infusion
action if necessary.

Al right. So aside from doing overage
adj ustnents, again, as you recall we still have
the ability to adjust the marlin mninumsize if
It's needed. So there are three questions that we
grapple with when we're | ooking at the known size
adj ustnents. And that would be which species,
what that adjusted m ninmum size woul d be, and when
woul d we i npl enent the adjustnent.

So regardi ng which species, you know, we
technically could have the option of just naking
an adjustnent for blue marlin, we could do it just
for white marlin or roundscal e spearfish, or we
coul d make an adjustnent for all species. And
this is really going to depend on the situation

that pronpted the need to do this type of an
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adj ust nent .

Simlarly on our adjustnent on size, we
have the ability to go from99 inches to anywhere
between 117 to 138. So depending on the situation
and the overage, we mght pick sonething on the
| oner end of the spectrumor the higher end of the
spectrumfor blue marlin and then al so
respectively between 70 to 79 inches for white
marlin and roundscal e spearfi sh.

And then the timng of the adjustnent.
So we want to try and inplenent this as soon as
possible, is there a deadline by which we woul d
need to inplenent it based on the fishery and when
the, you know, the timng of the fishery. | nean
these are all questions that we would need to
consi der as we nove forward.

So | ooking at the species. So for
exanple this year we have to think about, you
know, prelimnarily whether or not this m ght need
to be done. And we knew that white marlin and
roundscal e spearfish were a, you know, there were

a lot of cursory |landings of those species. And
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interestingly, if you |look at the catch
conposition of white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish and blue marlin against the total nunber
of billfish related against that marlin 250, you
can see that we have a pretty even split early in
our time series, so 2013 to about 2018, it's about
a 50/50 split between a blue nmarlin and the other
t wo speci es.

However, in the last few years we're
seeing many nore white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish being |landed. So that raises the
gquestion, if you have nore of one species being
| anded than the other, do you need to nake an
adj ustnment for both, for all species, or just the
ones that are relevant?

Al right. 1 nmentioned the tim ng.
Billfish harvest is highly seasonal so we notice
definite trends in | ooking at recent |andings data
through tinme, mainly a summer fishery. The graph
on the left, at least it's on the left of ny
screen when I'm |l ooking at it, shows average

annual billfish findings come up from 2017 to
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2019. And there's sone darker bars that show bl ue
marlin and sone |ighter bars that show white
marlin and roundscal e spearfi sh.

So you can see when you' re | ooking at
| andi ngs averaged over a three-year period of tine
you've got quite a few blue marlin being | anded
t hroughout the summer. But if you |ook at the
white marlin and roundscal e spearfish | andi ngs
there is a notable peak that's occurring in
August .

Sane types of trends occurred, so the
graph on the left, again, is just 2017 to 2019,
our average annual | andings. The graph on the
right is just |ooking at 2020 data. Because of
course we wanted to see what was going on this
year and why this year was so unusual. W see
simlar types of trends in terns of the
di stribution of catch for blue marlin through the
sumer, also for white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish peaking in August. But these graphs,
they're kind of, they're set at the sane scale so

you can see that there was a notable increase in

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 108

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

the nunber of white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish | anded i n August.

So this raises that question of, you
know, if we have a very, very concentrated season
for white marlin and roundscal e spearfish, that's
where we want to nmake an adjustnent, do we really
need to inplenent sonething early in the year when
it's possible that inplenentation at a nore
specific time could laser in the effects that we
really wanted to see with any sort of inseason
adj ust nent .

Al right. So we also have to consider
what m ni nrum si zes are appropriate. As we talked
about, we have a range wthin which we can
operate. So we conpleted an anal ysis | ooking at
2017 to 2019 data to estinmate potential reductions
that we m ght see by selecting different m ni mum
sizes for white marlin and roundscal e spearfish,
for blue marlin, and for all the species at
different tinmes of the year using |andings data
that was averaged out again from 2017 to 2019. W

were using data for those three years because even

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 109

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

t hough all this stuff was happening in 2020, we
wanted to | ook at conplete | andings estimtes for
an entire year because of the timng question.

We | ooked at the length frequency
di stribution of |andings and conputed the average
annual nunber of fish that were caught per one
i nch size bin. Then we figured out what the
I ncrenental reduction in per size bin could be.

I n other words what are the cunul ative effects of
addi ng another inch to the mnimze size in terns
of the nunber of fish that you're renoving from
potenti al harvest.

We did this for every one inch size and
option that we have under the adjustabl e range.
Once we figured that out we were able to | ook at
the effects of just working with one species or
anot her or | ooking at all species under different
m ni nrum si ze adj ustnent conbi nati ons.

So what you're | ooking at on the slide
is the table on top is |ooking at what would
happen hypothetically if we nade adjustnents based

on percentage reductions against the marlin 250

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 110

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

limt early in the year. Ckay. So we've got, and
in this case |'ve got the data table that spans
the entire adjustable range but we were nmainly

i nterested in | ooking at what the m ni nrum i npact
woul d be if we chose the | ower range of the
adjustable imt. So for exanple 70 inches for
white marlin and roundscal e spearfish and 117

i nches for blue marlin.

So we noticed that if we made no
changes, of course there would be a zero percent
reduction in the marlin 250 limt landings. If we
just made an adjustnent to the white marlin and
roundscal e spearfish mninum5 to 70 i nches, we
anticipated a 25 percent reduction in overall
marlin | andings against that marlin 250 limt. |If
we had made a 117 inch m nimum size requirenment we
estimated that the percent reduction would be
about a third. So that woul d reduce the
hypot heti cal | andi ngs agai nst that marlin 250
limt by a third. And if we had nade this
adj ustnment again early in the year for both

species, we're looking at close to a 60 percent
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reduction in overall |andings against that marlin
250 limt.

So we did the exact sane anal ysis.
| nstead of making an adjustnent early in the year,
we woul d | ook at a full, you know, all nonths of
data, we |ooked at what woul d happen if we had
made that adjustnent at the start of (B, so
roughly July 1st. So sane thing, you don't nmke
any adjustnents, you're going to get a zero
percent reduction. If you nmade an adjustnent to
117 inches, we're going for blue marlin, we
cal cul ated that there would be an approxi mte 15
percent reduction in overall landings. |If we'd
done just a mninmum adjustnent for white nmarlin
and roundscal e spearfish, we're tal king about a
24, al nost 25 percent reduction. And then if we
had nade at the start of Quarter 3, based on this
anal ysis, if we made an adjustnent for all species
consi dered, we're tal king about a potenti al
reduction of the marlin |Iandi ngs by about 40
per cent.

So interesting to note here is that you
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do see a pretty notable difference based on the
timng of the adjustnent for blue marlin. W go
froma 33 percent reduction to a 15 percent
reduction, depending on what quarter you do this.
However, the inpact of making an adj ustnent on
white marlin are not very different. And that is
probably a function of the fact that the season is
so concentrated in August.

Al right. So we tal ked a | ot about
percentages. Wat does that nean for actual
nunbers? So if we took those percentages that we
estimated fromour analysis and applied that
agai nst that exanple overage of 276 billfish that
we estimated at one point through Septenber 30t h,
that could have potentially reduced our |andings
under that marlin 250 limt, if that is where we
had | anded, by a reasonable nunber. So if we had
made adjustnents to the white marlin and
roundscal e spearfish mninumsize limt we would
probably, justify assunptions that you are going
to have simlar conditions fromone year to the

next until |ike frequency distributions across
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your catches. But we woul d have estinated that
we, you know, would reduce our |andings to around
206 to 208 fish dependi ng on when you i npl enent

t hose changes.

| f we had done a blue marlin
reassessnent, we've got the nunbers here,

i ndi cati ng that we woul d be down around here, 183
fish, or 223 fish, depending on the timng of when
we made that adjustnent. And if we had nade a

m ni mum si ze adjustnment on all billfish as the

m ni mum adj ust abl e size for each species, then we
woul d have been either at 113 fish for QL or 165
fish for (@.

Al right. So while we strive to be
proactive in tracking our |andings and on nanagi ng
our fisheries, the conpressed usage for billfish
means that we may find our managenent activity
being reacted to high | andings events. So this
past fall gave us a great exanple of that. W
have to have realistic expectations concerning the
time needed to receive and respond to either

i ncreased | andi ngs or an overage. So in one case
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again, we attenpt to slow the | andi ngs down
whereas the other case we'd be reverting to catch
and rel ease fishing.

So we have on this slide to give you an
| dea of events that occurred this fall when our
best available information suggested that we m ght
be in an overage situation. For exanple when we
realized the high | andings were occurring in
August, we had a conbined lag tinme of nearly five
weeks needed to run the accounting protocol, that
takes about a week, to finalize a program
responsi ve i nseason adjustnent, this tine it was
to go to catch and rel ease only. And then we had
to wait for that two week regulatory delay to go
t hrough before sonething could actually be
consi dered effective.

And during this delay we noted that an
addi tional four billfish were | anded. So at | east
one of those fish, the circunstances were such
that it was recognized that we were in a
preparation node to go to catch and rel ease. But

there was still sonme anxiety to land that fish
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1 anyways.

2 Therefore, before we project a need to

3 adjust to catch and rel ease or inplenent a m ni num
4 size we have to take into account continued

S harvest that is likely going to occur between when

6 we provide notice and when it is actually

7 I npl enent ed.
8 And we al so have to anticipate the
9 i ncl usion of additional fish comng in as they are

10 finalized through our regular accounting

11 protocols. For exanple we have sone tournanents
12 that are nmulti nonths or year round, and they send
13 us their reports after the last period of fishing.
14 So if you have a tournanent that |asts six nonths,
15 they m ght be sending their reports in as soon as
16 their tournanent tinme period is over, and that

17 m ght be in Cctober or Novenber, depending on the
18 speci es and where they're at.

19 Let's see, there is al so sone harvest

20 t hat woul d ot herwi se occur in the fourth quarter
21 of a fishing year if you don't have catch and

22 release. It's generally snall but it does happen.
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So we usually do see an increase in fish from @
to & in our landings protocols. So even that we
have to be precautionary in our approach to
billfish managenent. So even though our nopst
recent estimation of |andings has us under that
marlin 250 limt, due to the slimmargins we
decided to retain the catch and rel ease
requi renent through the end of the year because we
anticipate that additional fish are going to be
comng in and we are at a 17 fish margi n between
where we estimate that we're currently at and that
limt.

Al right. So I am al nost done tal king.
We have a couple questions that we'd |ike to hear
your thoughts of course and anything related to
billfish managenent, but we want to hear, you
know, your thoughts on what we m ght expect to
happen in 2021. Do we think the |andings are
going to keep rising, data base errors
notw t hstandi ng? W have been observing an
i ncrease in |landings over the | ast couple of

years. And that could still continue, possibly,

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 117

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

you know, sone of our scientists are thinking that
the fish are becomng nore avail able, the stock's
recovering and there just mght be nore out there.

O was 2020 anonal ous? W' ve al so heard
that, you know, fishing is one of the safe
activities that people can do and still socially
di stance. So there m ght be nore fishing in 2020
just because it is considered a safe activity.

If the marlin 250 landings |imt was
exceeded, what response is the nost appropriate to
start with? Like we said, we have the ability to
adj ust m ninum si ze for certain species, we can
select wwthin a range for those species, and we
have timng options. So these are all things that
we need to think about related to a circunstance
when we | ook at these types of mninmumsize
adj ust nent s.

And then finally, we always see this as
an opportunity to think about how to inprove our
managenent structure. So this fall certainly
il lustrated sone of the chall enges that we have

under our current process. So we see this as an
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opportunity to review and i nprove the process, and
we'd |i ke encourage feedback al ong those |ines.

So do we still need that two-week w ndow
for delayed inplenentation? It was originally
| npl enented so that people had tine to adjust to
the reqgul ations but nmaybe in a digital age we
don't need it anynore.

We al so realized that many of our
| andi ngs again were occurring in that w ndow
bet ween our current mninmmsizes and the
adj ustabl e size ranges. So does that nean that we
need to reeval uate where our adjustnment m ni nrum
Si ze ranges are?

So that is it for now There are
several of us in the division that work on the
billfish managenent issues this fall. |[|f you have
any questions you can of course reach out to ne
t hrough email, you can reach out to us noving
forward. diff Hutt, Nic Alvarado, and | are
points at the nonent for billfish managenent.

MR. BROOKS: G eat. Thanks so nuch,

Jen, great presentation. Maybe I'll |let you go
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back just one slide just so those questions are

(i naudi ble). Thanks. |[|'ve got a couple of people
in the queue, TimPickett, R ck Wber, and Al an
Wei ss, your hand is up. But | think that may be

| eft over. As we did this norning, why don't we
start and see if there are any clarifying
gquestions, and then invite folks to weigh in on
any of these questions that Jen has put out there.
And 1'lIl note at | east one person asked what is
LJFL, that's |lower jaw fork length, so fol ks know.

Tim we wll start with you.

MR, PICKETT: Al right. Well, | saw
Ri ck's hand was up before mne, | was going to
defer to him but I'lIl kind of start.

You know, | thought of com ng down a

little bit and been talking with a coupl e of
custonmers of mne on the recreational side of
things. You know, this was an exceptional year

t our nanent - w se because, as |i ke was nenti oned,
you know, this is one of the few things that you
can do is go fishing. So, you know, | know there

was record turnouts at the Wiite Marlin Open and
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the Md-Atlantic and things like that, which I
think definitely contribute to a lot of this. |
have a feeling that a lot of this is all nostly
t our nanent | andi ngs.

But | would urge you to, you know, these
were maj or economc contributors to the areas that
they were held in a year that the econony was
suffering because of all of this. And, you know,
| would be very clear with what you're planning on
doing. | think making an inseason adjustnment
ri ght before tournanent tinme would be a very
difficult thing for a ot of places. And we have
to understand, you know, how big these tournanments
are, you know, in not only the local effect that
t hey have but, you know, speaking from you know,
tackl e supply, you know, tackle shop, bait
supplier, things like that, a | ot of people kind
of plan their year and a | ot of these traveling
boats plan their year on what they're going to be
doi ng tournanent-wise. So | think if there is an
adjustnment it needs to be nade very, very early on

so people can adjust to it and tournanents can

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 121

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

adjust rules and |I'msure Ri ck advocates that
because he's extrenely directly involved in that.
But | think you need to involve the
t our nanent organi zers and, you know, try and get a
commonpl ace deci sion going on there, you know. |f
they're aware of the issue that's at hand |'m sure
they' |l make adjustnents, you know, to kind of
curb that. You know, | don't think nows the tine
to do anything drastic, and | think now that
they're aware of the issues and, you know, | was
in contact with a couple of custoners of m ne and
they're aware of the issues and, you know, as |ong

as the adjustnents aren't nade drastically

| nseason, | think, you know, that they'd be
willing to work with whatever you have goi ng on.
So other than I'll defer to Rick,

because this is really Rick's business.

MR. BROOKS: And before you sign off, do
you have any of, know ng Jen's earlier data that
showed that 2018 and '19 were sort of a tick above
t hi ngs had been. Does that sort of indicate

anything to you or do you still see 2020 as really
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anonal ous?

MR PICKETT: Well | nean all you have
to do is |ook at the, you know, you can go, | have
it pulled it up on ny conputer right now, the
Wiite Marlin Open, and you go back through the
history of their tournanents and see, registration
was ki cking up every year, you know. Boat
bui |l ders are very busy, you know, the whole
recreational fishing business is very busy right
now and it's continuing to be busy. You know, |
think that's reflected on the econony that we
have. And people are spendi ng noney, you know,
baby booners are retired and even though it's just
peopl e, people are spending noney in that
busi ness, and you'll continue to see | andings go
up | feel, you know, as these events becone nore
and nore popul ar, you know. It's just the way it
Is. But nost of these people are all
conservation-m nded people. And, you know, they
release all their billfish if there's not, you
know, $4 mllion on the line. | think you'l

continue to see them being popular. And this year
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was exceptional | think but it was definitely
followng the trend of nore people fishing.

MR. BROOKS: G eat. Thanks, Tim |"1l]
note that, mark those, say in the agreenent what
you had to say. And, folks, just so you know, the
list that | get may not track how the order that
your hands go up, they just showup a little bit
nore random So |'mworking on the |list show ng
me how hands go up.

Al right. R ck Wber, and then we'l|
go to M ke Pi erdi nock.

MR. VWEBER: Yeah, so many thoughts. Tim
Is correct, | nean in all of his summary there.
The industry absolutely, A in the assunption that
it Is predom nately tournanent driven. | thank
the Agency and | respect the Agency for not
calling that out directly. It's your fairness and
prof essionalismthat nay keep you fromdoing it
and | appreciate that.

By the sane token let ne confess it.
There's a |l ot of tournanent action going on in

t hese nunbers. And that's relevant to what |'m
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going to say next. Wich is, you know, Timhas a
note on there that high |Iandings were flagged in
the third week of August. That is a true
statenent. Hi gh | andings were flagged after the
third week of August because | called in to say we
have an issue. Before ny event was over | had
called CGS, RFA, and | GFA to say we have an i ssue.

Before the week was over | had spoken to
a nunber of tournanent directors. Jim Mtsco of
the White Marlin Open is on this call, | expect
you'll hear fromhimif he has anything to say
during public comrent.

We are all in agreenent that we have a
problem W're all in agreenent that we wl|
sol ve our probl em whether the governnent acts or
whet her it does not. W do not want to trigger
the | CCAT threshold. W are aware of it. Many of
us don't always think it's fair and possibly
capricious, possibly whatever, but that's neither
here nor there.

250 is what 250 is, and 250 has been

sufficient for a very long tine. And your
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tour nanment operators are conmtted to getting back
bel ow, safely bel ow, not just bel ow, but safely
bel ow 250. | amlooking at, if you allowit, |
woul d prefer to go to 69 nyself, whether you do or
not. | will be announcing that not real |ong, |
expect a nove to 69 inches will reduce ny | andings
by approximately 25 fish. | know that Wite
Marlin Open is | ooking at conparable action. Once
agai n, whether the governnent acts or whether the
gover nment does not act, he is intending to reduce
his | andings by 25 fish or so.

This woul d put us safely back bel ow 250.
Now Jen did say sonething very relevant there, and
that is all things being equal. The question is,
why we haven't approached 250. What is going on?
| have a personal belief and it is |layman only.
We have no way of seeing bel ow 66 inches right
now. Landing a fish below 66 inches is not |egal.
W have switched to circle hooks, we have put in
any ot her nunber of regulatory inpacts. One thing
a biologist will tell you is that these things

grow |l ong before they grow thick. So a five limt
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only is going to lead to a nunber of tall, |anky
t eenagers.

|f | asked you the wei ght of sonebody
that was six feet tall, you would have a hard tine
answering that question. Because in general a
t eenager gets tall and |l anky and gets to size
qui ckly and then we all put on wei ght and becone
t he peopl e you know us today.

This is, as | understand it, what goes
on with Whiite Marlin. So what we've had recently
is alot of long, lanky fish that in ny estimation
this year crossed that 66 to 68 inch threshold.

We suddenly had an abundance. |'mhoping it's a
marching cohort. |If it were a marching cohort, to
be fair, we have an interesting nanagenent

problem Because that will nean that our size
limts get difficult because as the fish keep
grow ng, you know, |'mthinking of the problens
that those on the councils had with flounder. As
you raise bag limt you raise tonnage, it's a

wei rdness because we're accustoned to think "I can

reduce quantity by increasing size." But in the
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case of recovering stocks, that may not be true.

So our tools nay becone | ess effective
over time. But our question right now is about
2021. And | believe that Jimand | can reduce
significantly, whether the governnent acts or
whet her it doesn't, our |andings of white marlin
and roundscal e spearfi sh.

| think Jen properly identified in her
charts -- Bennett, I'mgoing to use a ton of tine,
just so you and | are aware, this one is ny baby.

MR. BROOKS: No, no, Rick, I wasn't
going to cut you off, | was going to ask you
anot her question. Keep goi ng.

MR. WEBER: Ckay.

MR. BROOKS: | know this is your issue.

MR. VEBER: All right. Another issue
|'"d like to get off the table as soon as
appropriate in order to calmsone of ny
conpatriots. The blue marlin |andings are not the
problem we're not seeing a swell in blue marlin
| andi ngs. And hol ding that sword of Danocl es of

117 over those blue marlin people as if you m ght
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raise their limt to 117, that would really hurt
the blue marlin fishery and the blue nmarlin
events. |'mnot asking you to do it today, Randy,
but the sooner that you can clarify that that
weapon i s not hangi ng over them and give them sone
peace of mnd, unless we hit 250 or get very, very
near 250, the solution should be a white
mar |l i n/ roundscal e sol uti on because as Jen's graphs
show, that fishery, it is a white
mar | i n/roundscal e i ncrease that it's happening in.
Again, | say this is good news. | find
that we're seeing | ocal abundance. | know what
t he graphs say about overfished with overfishing
not occurring. But there is one nation that has
taken things seriously in recovering their white
mar | i n/roundscal e and blue marlin stocks. And
that would be the nation that Ied the way with no
sale provision, that led the way with circle
hooks, that led the way with cl ose zones. And we
are enjoying the benefits and hassl es of our
| ocal i zed recovery, in ny opinion. | amsure

there are scientists' hands going up all over the
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pl ace there, Bennett. But this is one |ayman's
opi ni on.

You wanted to ask a question, Bennett,
what was it, please?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, | did. | just wanted
to ask on the 69 inch size. | know from what
you're saying it sounds |like, you know, at the
tournanment level you'll take care of it, but |I'm
just curious to Jen's question. Wuld you like to
see that sort of |longer termregul atory change be
put in place for 69 inches as an option?

MR. VEBER: |'m not sure, honestly.
Again, in deference to ny broader recreational
bret hren, what we do in tournanments may not be
what shoul d be mandated across all of recreational
fishing. |If we have an ICCAT Iimt, and that's
anot her thing by the way, one of the things that |
preach on the IACis that we don't want to get
ahead of ICCAT. And so if ICCAT is sitting at a
66 i nch mnimum we should defend the 66 inch
m ni mum because | assure you there's not a CPC on

that thing that will join us when we raise it up
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to 67 or 68. Qur goal should be to achieve,
within a reasonabl e boundary, our legal limt of
roughly 250. And if we can approach safely our
250, we are neeting our international obligation,
and we do not need to go beyond that.

So whatever mnimal regulation is
required to safely get below 250, or as | would
point out, as | have offered, letting industry do
its job and clean things up. You know we
di scussed years ago, decades ago, whether or not
we needed a bag [imt on marlin. And we opted
against it wth great fear that sone unknown
person would be able to land hordes of marlin. It
didn't happen. The industry has taken care of
itself. The sector has taken care of itself.

| am sure that other people, and | do
not mnd this, though it is not the regular format
for Andy and Jen, if there are questions |I do not
Wi sh to be cross exam ned but | certainly don't
m nd answering themif people are interested nore
in what the industry can do. But | will shut up

and | et other people hop into this thing now.
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Thank you for your tine.

MR. BLANKINSHI P: | have one quick
clarification question real quickly for Rick.
Earlier you nade a statenent | believe, | just
want to finish the thought. You said sonething
about it is capricious. And you didn't follow it
only tal king about the 250 Iimt. And | just
wanted to specifically, R ck, what is capricious?

MR. VEBER: Not hing that you' ve done or
woul d do, Randy. The 250 cane from nowhere. It
was, | was speaking, you know, the origin of 250
that did the U S. 20 years ago voluntarily pick a
nunber that was too low. It is that piece, but it
has nothing to do with you and it's nothing that
you can do anything about. 250 is 250.

MR. BLANKINSHI P: It is.

MR. WEBER: But those of us who know
know t hat nunmber could have been 400 or 500, all
that was asked for in that negotiation was give us
a nunber. But the nunber that was given is the
nunber that we are living with, period. And |

under st and t hat.
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MR, BLANKI NSHI P:  Thanks for
clarification.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. |'ve got four
fol ks who want to get into the conversation.
W' ve got about 10 mnutes. So |I've got M ke
Pi er di nock and then Angel, then Scott and then
Dewey. |If you can sort of try to keep it to about
two mnutes, that would be really good. M ke.

MR. Pl ERDI NOCK: Thank you, Bennett.
Just consistent with what's already said. | nean
tackle sales this year, boat sales, |anding scub,
you know, everything associated with the
recreational industry has been boom ng this year.
And | think it's because the weekend warriors were
able to get out on the water and be out there
seven days a week so that did nake a difference.

| also agree that the conservation
measures we've done and are made at the nation,
we're seeing the results of that. It's a |ot of
wor k done by a | ot of people to nake that happen.

One thing that | just want to note

that's going up here in New Engl and. You heard ne
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speak of climatic shift and shift of our stocks,
schoolie bluefin tuna and white marlin, | want to
add that. W would get excited up here if we
encounter white marlin south of the Vineyard off
of Noman's |sland and Nonman Shoal s naybe once a
year, every few years as is dictated by water
tenperature. Well we were shocked and chagri ned
this year when we were catching themnorth of Cape
Cod, off of P-Town, and place called Peeked Hil|
Bar where we're bluefin tuna fishing. So they've
noved farther north. |'mnot sure as a result,
and this consistent with every other stock or nany
ot her stocks we see such as schoolie bluefin and
white marlin, and even nmahi that cone farther
north. As a result of that is that increasing

| andi ngs, discards, and so on in addition to what
Ri ck has pointed out.

So just want to point that out. But |
think that our conservation neasures, we're seeing
the benefit of that. W have credible nunbers of
white marlin up here. W typically have to go way

off shore to get them and now we're seeing them
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cl ose to shore nuch nore often instead of every
few years, and | suspect it's because of the

| ncreased water tenperature as well as
availability to forage. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Al right. Thanks, M ke.
Angel , over to you.

M5. WLLEY: -- for dedication and all
the work that everyone contributes in nmanagi ng
this quota. It occurred we had an awesone
billfish season off Maryland this year, there were
a lot of white marlin and roundscal e spearfish
avai l able. Most of the fish | andings in Maryl and
are fromtournanent participation. |[|'ve talked
wi th our tournanent captains as well as tournanment
operators and | feel |ike they have the potenti al
to increase so we're going for tournanent
qualification. As Rick nentioned, nore people
were fishing because it was considered a safe
activity this sunmer.

And |'d i ke to hear nore public
coments on naking a recommendati on on m ni num

si ze changes for what groupings. And |ast but
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| east, the Agency woul d consider nodifying the
t wo- week delay for nore managenent flexibility.
Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thanks, Angel.
Let's go to Scott and then to Dewey.

MR. TAYLOR. So Rick wll probably be
surprised that this is one area that | actually
agree wwth himon substantially. There's so nuch
econom ¢ benefit, bank for the buck, of these
tournanents, particularly wth the tournanents up
in the northeast that it's got to be preserved at
all cost.

But the real concern should be, and |'ve
got a couple of quick questions that I'd like to
ask as well. The real concern should be that we
have this fixed 250 fish, you know, limt. |
woul d be curious to know, while | was surprised to
see the nunber of roundscal e spearfish which, you
know, indicates to ne that al nost those nunbers
that we're | ooking at are probably tournanent
rel ated reporting, because the average person out

t here probably woul dn't know the difference
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between a white marlin and a roundscal e spearfish
in alot of cases.

My questions is, do we have any nunbers
geogr aphi call y? Because one of the concerns that
| think the Agency needs to be aware of, and
particularly | kind of thought that | heard that
there was sone inprovenent in the electronic
reporting nunbers that were comng out. So, you
know, we've always believed that, and this is
limted to white marlin and blue marlin billfish,
that recreational reporting has always been a
chal l enge. And so as the recreational reporting
nunbers becone better, you may find yourself in a
position where you really need to protect, you
know, these tournanents.

So | was curious, geographically are you
seei ng nunbers fromoutside of the Md-Atlantic in
the sumertime? Are you seeing GQulf reporting or
are you seeing, well, the Gulf is that still part
of the 250 nunber? | guess that's a question.
And what about the, you know, Florida/North

Carolina, how are the nunbers conpared to the
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Md-Atlantic or what was reported here in 20007?

M5. CUDNEY: So | think that sone of the
shifting towards el ectronic reporting for
different fleets is going to help with getting
sone of that geographic resolution. Qur folks
there are reporting through our non-tournanent
recreational reporting avenues. Typically if
they're using |ike our app they don't necessarily
have to report geographic coordinates with their
| andi ngs information. So e-Trips for exanple is
providing a little bit nore specificity with
respect to the geography. So we're going to be
able to tease that out a little bit better as we
go forward.

There is some North Carolina catch card
data. | don't recall off the top of ny head
trends regardi ng that particular data source, but
| ooki ng at the individual state catch card picture
for a general regional idea of what's going on.
But then we run into terns of showi ng, we start
drawi ng into data confidentiality issues as well.

So we have to | ook at that.
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MR. TAYLOR Is the Gulf part of that
250 nunber as wel | ?

M5. CUDNEY: Onh, yeah.

MR. TAYLOR | think that it's a genuine
area to try to be proactive about in terns of how
you m ght potentially nodify sone adjustnents to
preserve this high |level of tournanent activities
in the summer because | do believe that as your
el ectronic reporting inproves, and it has to
| nprove and we have to get better information from
the recreational sector in general where we are,
that may be a doubl e edged sword and so | think
that it is inportant that you be preenptive in
terns of | ooking at ways to make sure that there's
adequate quota allocation when it cones tine for
your M d-Atlantic tournanent season, that that's
got to be preserved at all costs.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Scott. Dewey, and
then Alan Weiss, and then we will go to break.
Dewey.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: |'m on now.

MR BROCKS: Yep, we got you now.
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MR. HEM LRIGHT: | had a couple
guestions. Are shark bitten or disqualified fish
during the tournanents, how are they accounted
for. Are they accounted for by the tournanent, or
are they accounted for by the individual that
harvests or that catches the fish. That's one
guesti on.

MS. CUDNEY: So shark-bitten fish,
they' Il have to neet the m ninum size, we don't
have a conversion for shark- bitten fish. So the
remai ni ng carcass would still have to neet the
m ni nrum si ze requirenents for that fish, depending
on which species you're talking about. There is
in eTrips | think an option to select shark-bitten
fish, but that, you know, we'll kind of get that
froman ancillary standpoint if that data cane in.
"' m not exactly sure, Rick, what you guys do in
ternms of accounting for shark-bitten fish in your
t our nanent | andi ngs.

MR. BROOKS: Rick, you want to respond
real quickly?

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Well, yeah, | can only

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 140

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

add to this first of all to say that, you know, if
there is a, let's say a fish, | think Dewey's
guestion maybe to --

MR. HEM LRI GHT: Disqualified fish.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Exactly. [It's about
di squalified fish. And so --

M5. CUDNEY: Ckay.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: So the way that is
handled is that if the tournanent is going to
accept the fish and then they will report the
fish. It's the tournanent operator's
responsibility to report that fish. If the
t our nanment does not accept the fish or rejects the
fish on the dock, which sonetines can happen, it
isn't the angler's or the vessel owner's
responsibility to report that fish.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: And anot her questi on
woul d be, is it safe to say that a majority of the
fish, the catch and rel ease, by recreational
i ndustry i s done non-tournanent or tournanent
fished?

And is there soneplace, |I've asked this

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 141

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

many a tinme, where | can find a nunber for

rel eased marlins, whether it be blue marlin, white
marlin, and would that cone fromthe MRI P Survey
or would that cone fromthe | arge pel agi c survey,
because the large pelagic is only in the
northeast. And then |I have one nore question.

MR. BROOKS: Randy or Jen, do you want
to junp in on that?

Dewey, why don't you ask your other
guestion and then let's get an answer.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: Are circle hooks only
mandatory for tournaments, or al so non-tournanment
recreational fishing for marlins?

M5. CUDNEY: They are only mandatory for
t our nanent s.

MR. HEM LRIGHT: And is that because the
majority of the fish are caught during the
tournanment, or, I'mjust trying to get a, reqgulate
a statenent that by using circle hooks and |'m
just curious if it was nmandatory non-tournanent
fishing because | think there's a | ot of caught

non-tournanents. | was just curious about the
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Agency's answer or reason for the anbiguity there.

MR. BLANKINSHI P: Yeah. So the circle
hooks requirenent is in tournanents only. And it
was devel oped back in the 2006 consolidated HVS
FMP. I n conjunction with that tournanent
situation because of the, as | understand it,
often the ability basically to give, you know,
nore effective inplenentation associated with
tournanent participation that can occur in that
situation in a conpetition.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: (Go ahead.

MR. BLANKI NSHI P:  Yeah. One other
gquestion you had asked was about where nobst of the
rel eases occur. And | believe, and we can go back
and take a | ook at some of the information that |
think we have. | think the magjority of the
rel eases occur in tournanment settings. So that's
where nost of the effort is.

And, you know, | think you asked about
where a source of information is for rel eases.
Publicly available is the Large Pel agi c Survey

Query, which is available on |ine through the NOAA

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



NOAA HMS Advi sory Panel Page: 143

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

website. You do a search for Large Pel agi c Survey
Query, then you can get to the public facing site
and search for release. And you are correct that
Lar ge Pel agi c Survey extends from Mai ne through
North Carolina, Virginia. And the MR P survey
does have avail able that sane information outside
of that area. Qutside of that the recreational
fishing surveys,the Sout heast Fisheries Science
Center does collect information about fish
rel eases and tournanents. Like | said, you can
reach out to themwth a request, if you have one
source of specific information about rel eased
fish.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: So based on your
coment, you're saying that the recreational
I ndustry rel eases nore fish during the tournanents
t han non-tournanents. |s that what you sai d?

MR. BLANKI NSHI P: That's ny
recol | ection.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: Ww. Al right, thank
you.

M. BROOKS: Thanks. | want to get Al an
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in for a brief comment or question, and then we
shoul d be pushing to a break here. And R ck
Weber, | sent you a note, perhaps you can address
the question that Dewey nentioned in the Chat, if
that's possible. Alan, let's open Alan's |ine up.

MR. VEISS: Thanks, Bennett, and | will
be brief. First of all | wanted to say for nyself
and | think |I can speak for others, that in regard
to one of the things that R ck Wber nentioned a
little while ago, your friends in the pelagic
| ongline fishery are 100 percent with you and
behi nd you on the idea of the donestic regul ations
not novi ng further ahead of the | CCAT nandat es.
Thi s has been sonething that we've kind of battl ed
it over and argued about at various tines over the
years in terns of various species and vari ous
regul ations, but | CCAT nandates 66 inches. |
think it's a dangerous nove to tinker wth that
until | CCAT mandat es ot herw se.

And with the second follow on to that is
that, and this of course is nore in the purview of

the | CCAT Advisory Commttee, is that before we
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shoul d even contenpl ate requesting the I CCAT to
make anything that's on the books nore stringent
we should get a detailed report of the conpliance
with the existing regul ati ons because a | ot of
times conpliance is |acking in other nations. And
if we're the only ones or one of the few that are
conplying, we have to be careful about where we go
with that. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Alan, very nuch.
And I'Il just note that Ciff Hutt has thrown
sonething in there about how MRI P does discards
and permts for as well the South Atlantic and
Qul f of Mexico, and Rick has just posted sonething
tonme that | will share with you. It says
“"Tournanent fishers are generally thought |eaders.
They teach others. Also their techniques are
different. People don't switch back when they are
not in tournanents so they're |learning the habit
there and then they're taking it out with them
when they go fishing."

Jen, | think you got a | ot of good

f eedback here which I think I won't sunmarize for
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sake of tinme right now But | think a pretty
cl ear nmessage fromfol ks on sone gui dance here
with the nmain nessages.

And industry's on top of this and
they're going to track it and there a coupl e of
things not to do. Don't go to 117, get a nessage
out to the group, if you' re a marlin fisherman
that's not sonething they need to be worrying
about and nore head scratching on the 69 inch
piece limt.

| think wth that let's get to our
break. We will do a short break. We will cone
back at 2:15 as pl anned because | want to nake
sure we have enough tinme for the conversation on
el ectroni c technol ogies, and we do need to get to
public comment on tinme at 3:15. So let's take
about a six mnute break and we will reconvene at
2:15.

Thanks, Jen, and thanks a lot for the
good conversati on.

(Recess)

MR. BROCKS: | want to hand it off to
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Brad McHale. He's going to talk to us about the
Agency's El ectronic Technol ogies Plan. 1"l just
| eave it at that and | et you take over.

Do you have your screen to share yet?
And you may be on nute, Brad, because we're not
hearing you. Can you speak? | amnot hearing
you, does anyone el se? Ckay, Brad, you're not
being heard at all right now. Maybe you're double
mute. Are you using the phone and the conputer?
Maybe using the phone try *6. Brad, Matt was j ust

suggesting on the Chat that you mght want to try

calling in. | know we had a really good sound
check with you before, I'mnot quite sure what
happened.

Ckay, folks, so just bear with us for a
nmonent here. And in the neantine, R ck Wber,
"Il et you | ower your hand again unless you are
al ready anticipating a question or comment based
on what Brad is saying that we can't hear.

Wiile Brad is doing this, do we know if
we're sharing these slides? |s that Brad going to

be sharing his slides, or soneone el se going to
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run them for hinf

MR. McHALE: Can you still not hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Now we gotcha. You're
t here, Brad.

MR. McHALE: Thank you very nuch for
sticking with ne. Sharing 2 of 1. Can you see
t he presentation at your end?

MR. BROOKS: Not yet. Nowit's com ng
up. We're good.

MR McHALE: Al right. WlIIl good
af ternoon everyone. It's good to not see but hear
sone of the famliar voices seeing that | wasn't
able to join you all during the Septenber Advisory
Panel Meeti ng.

This afternoon what |'Il be doing is
just focusing on the national effort here where
the Agency is tasked each of the separate regions,
i ncluding the Hghly Mgratory Speci es Managenent
Di vision, to develop an El ectroni c Technol ogy
| npl enentation Plan. Essentially what the goal is
| ooki ng forward over the next five years.

One thing that | think we as a group are
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pretty well versed inis that we went through this
exercise a few other tines in past years. The
nost recent update was back in 2015. You'll be
able to see the link here as well. But in
addition to these kind of, they tend to be nore
conprehensi ve kind of report out, we're talking a
| ong way regarding el ectronic technol ogi es,
whet her being for recreational fisheries or it be
the commercial fisheries or the tournanent
nonitoring, | see this as a big way we've been
di scussing for the past six or seven years. As
well as a lot of these prograns that we're
partnering with other parts of the Agency because
as we here at HVS recogni ze, our jurisdictions are
overlapping with the Northeast. W're the
Sout heast, we're the Gulf of Mexico. W're the
Cari bbean, not to nention | CCAT. And how there
are efficiencies when industrial reporting, or
nonitoring for that matter, to go step in step
Wi t h one anot her.

So essentially what the goal here is

t hat each respective region would develop their
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plan with that five-year horizon, and to consult
wth either, in our case you all, the Advisory
Panel, or the regional context with the council,
potentially get thoughts, concerns, sort of a

f eedback on the various prograns or approaches
that the Agency is | ooking at or should be | ooking
at .

One key driver of Wiy Now, what is the
tinmeline where the last kind of update, this is
about five years to date at this point. And a |ot
of exchange not only managi ng but also fishery
dynam cs as well as technology. But what's also
kind of key to all these electronic technol ogies
potential solutions to data collection is funding.
And so a | ot of the regional plans that we're
| ooking to get released |later this spring are to
get out ahead of both internal as well as external
fundi ng opportunities. And a couple of those are
kind of listed here is present rel easing systens,
whet her it be electronic technol ogies or a catch
share program a request for proposals. Another

great exanple externally is sone of the new web
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grants that are being funded.

And al so what these kind of reports are
intended to use is sinply to provide a marker or
m | estone of, you know, where we've been at both,
you know, in our rulemaking and inplenentation and
nonitoring, as well as kind of where we're going
forward, both in the donestic sense as well as in
an i nternational sense.

So to el aborate on sone of those
obj ectives of the plan again, and |I'Il| just
mention, kind of do a recap, you know. How have
t hi ngs evol ved say over the past five years. Wat
has wor ked, what has not, what could be inproved
on, what should be scrapped. And, you know, this
plan is just being safely or try to nonitoring the
pelagic longlines fleet right on top of that one
that recently authored that a three-year review of
t he Anmendnent 7. This actually could be nore
appropriate to not just that prograns that are say
fluid within the control of the HVS Managenent
Di vision, we're | ooking at other prograns as well.

And then ultinmately use this docunent to
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establish kind of a vision of inplenenting
el ectronic technol ogies the HVS Fisheries, and
ultimately the managenent.

And then to prioritize it. So this
report presents an opportunity that a | ogical flow
that in all probability would be seen in either
doi ng an as-is assessnment or through |ooking at
t he scope of future actions that nmay be warrant ed.
One of the key elenents here for ne that stands
out is this cross regional coordination and
ultimately streanmlining when it cones to these
sort of technol ogi es.

As we have evolved | have heard the
voi ces around the table. | can't get Rick
Bel | avance's voice out of ny head to capitalize on
and build in efficiency. And the fact that it
could serve that one U S. flag vessel may have to
go to four or five different places to report on
one trip. | absolutely agree. It's been kind of
a long tine in the making but | think, you know,
the tires have finally gotten traction where

there's a lot of different efforts right now where
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the various regions, including ourselves, are

col | aborating and trying to capture all the
different data, data elenents, either a dealer or
a fisherman, or sonebody perhaps doing research
woul d need to report back to whether it be our
agency or agency partners by ny view so though
we're creating one avenue where that increase is
bei ng comuni cated back i nstead of having these
st ovepi pes which is so archaic but yet
unfortunately still exists, given the different
authority to the different nuances of the various
nonitoring and report, whether it be the tim ng of
when reports are due or the |level of resolution,
the detail that needs to be specifi ed.

So this cross regional coordination and
streamlining, for ne, is really a key el enent
because we're continuing to nove forward. It was
very apparent even just in the previous
presentation where Jen was ki nd of nentioning how
we have a new dat abase com ng t hrough essentially
a ACCSP centered application. W have

unfortunately all the data mappi ng wasn't as
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precise as it needed to be and all of a sudden
we're getting release fish are not being, what we
use officially for our catching and | andi ngs and
are an artificially created nunber. And so that
diligence is essential across the board with all
these different partners. Let's nmake sure that

not only are we providi ng one avenue, but
ultimately the informati on being derived fromthat
one conprehensive counting avenue we acconplish by
using it.

So | think another objective for the
tinme here is just acknow edgi ng the changi ng needs
of the fisheries and acknow edgi ng sone of the
chal | enges when it cones to these sort of
prograns, so the scope of the various prograns and
how t hey evolve over tine. A fine exanple would
be take sonme of the ACCSP prograns whi ch had
originated at the GARFO regional office, staying
in and to include the southeast regional office,
and now it's starting to include highly mgratory
species as well. And what cones along with that

evolution to neet that goal of trying to
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streamine how information is being collected by
the Agency to ultimately mnim ze the burden of
the regul ating public.

Then how do you regul ate that date,
having | argely data, especially with the
revol ution of technol ogy or the need for new
fisheries also cropping up. How do you then
regul ate these circle prograns when they are
multiple targets? How do you try putting
(i naudi bl e) to nake sure that if that needs
sonething in the i nmedi ate w thout causi ng
di sruption for our Southeast partners or our GARFO
partners. Arguably they have those waters so only
(i naudi bl ) nost robust histories that we possibly
can to neet the ultimte goals.

So then how research and devel opnent,
you know, | can add technol ogi es evol ving so
rapidly these days, we can't get out to the curb
to kick the tires on whether or not a potenti al
el ectronic solution to an issue while experiencing
things to fruition, or we explore different

avenues or different solutions to troubl eshoot
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t hose potential problens. How do you then devel op
t hose progranms again to neet our specific needs
with nore of that kind of push lines skill in
m nd, or international skills for that matter, so
we're not necessarily falling back into old habits
and then devel opi ng sonething that we nmay need a
specific need of ours, but then it turns out
(i naudi bl e) for nore conprehensive piece.

And then chall enges that are al ways
going to be in existence to these technol ogy, at a
cost. This ties back into the scope, you know, as
well as not only how are they funded, what is the
I nformati on they may derive fromthese systens,
how t hey' re being used, | nean the partners that
are at the table (inaudible)and then ultimtely
how to translate into sone of the funding
di scussions as well. And, you know, all those
costs, you know, can it be turned down through
conpetition versus just provide specifications
versus will we take sole source. One individual
but al so, you know (i naudi bl e) ongoi ng, she said

these things turn up over the years, whether at AP
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neetings or doing council presentations of what
the costs of these sort of systens. Wat about
sof tware upgrades? Wat about storage of the
data, what about (i naudible), how expensive is
that? Qur (inaudible), all that can be broken
down to dollars and cents at sone point. So
obviously that's a big part of each conversati on,
the viability of utilizing electronic data

(i naudi bl e) respective issues. The one thing I
wanted to do just other than throw al phabet soup
at everyone, is touch on sone of the prograns that
are currently involved in and touch upon sone of
the discussion the next hour. So to be sure that
we're not mssing anything, but also to give you
all a respective understanding of, you may be
famliar wwth one or two of these systens, but to
give an overall as-is assessnent of to where
Randy's staff is currently spending it's tine here
I n each of these prograns or collaborating wth
these prograns to essentially advocate that each
and every one of these |eads the HVS data as wel |

as timng needed, to help pronote their efficiency
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i n stream i ning.

So obviously first and forenost Pel agic
Longline El ectronic Mnitoring Program sonething,
you know, |'ve been close to working with over the
| ast eight or nine years at this point. You know,
so it's worth | ooking at our bluefin bycatch
nonitoring nodality shift. (Inaudible) there to
support the Individual Bluefin Quota program
managi ng the bycatch bluefin industry.

On our (inaudible) nore of our open end
vessel s, both commercial, recreational, as well as
our for-hire, if the HVS Automati zed Landi ng
Reporting System (Inaudible) that fol ks used to
go using their open access vessel permts but al so
there is a scale on kind of web reporting
application that seeks to report bluefin tuna as
wel |l as swordfish and sone of the other species as
well. But certainly those rules associated with
the | andi ngs of sone species and not others. As
wel | as (inaudible) nmandated versus catch effects,
| i ve discards, dead di scards.

A system (i naudi bl e) because it
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potentially falls under the unbrella of the HVS
Managenent Division. But we start to trickle down
(i naudi bl e) and then we start to expand that
(inaudible). So this is sonething, as Jen
mentioned earlier, this is essentially a ACCSP
ki nd of vessel reporting application that is
trying to neet the needs of GARFO, the southeast
region, as well as HVM5s. And trying to blane all
t hose needs to one application.

Whereas we're col |l aborating with our
ACCSP partners and our regional partners, it's
essentially trying to set up what are all those
needs. So whether it be ACCSP specific, we nmay
need a third party vendor, that they knew exactly
what a system would need to include to be able to
enpower U.S. fishery to report on all the
different fisheries that they're participating in
and need replies when they go (inaudible) those
reports that they need to get confirmation back
but also then we don't have to worry about did
this nmeet ny (inaudible) reporting need.

(I'naudible) in addition to ny (inaudible), in
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addition to ny Sout heast (inaudible) to
essentially try to neet all the nmandates.

The el ectronic double trip report. So
this is a (inaudible) Iong standing vessel trip
report (inaudible) and into the current venture.
And these are nmandated reports regardl ess of
season targeted, that a ot of our HWVS fishernman
have (inaudible) so often hear of a different
avenue that individuals mght be able to afford
their HVS tax sinultaneously after the fish
(i naudi bl e) or sone of the other (inaudible)
species that all of a sudden they willingly need
to have to use the HMS (inaudi ble) reports
(i naudi bl e) stock in standing (inaudible). You no
| onger have to go to two or three nultiple places
to report, one can kind of serve all purposes.

Anot her program ki nd of com ng out of
t he Sout heast is the Southeast For-Hre El ectronic
Reporting Program Primarily for our charter and
headboat fleets both fromthe South Atlantic as
well as the Gulf of Mexico. But we recognize that

as you proceed up and down the eastern seaboard a
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| ot of our HVS fisherman have (inaudible) for-hire
permt for the coastal pelagics and permt. So
this sort of reporting activity (inaudible). And
| know that Jen Cudney, as well as others, have
spent a significant anount of tine as devel opers
of those prograns and advocating nore HMVS data

el enents to be in there to neet our respective
needs. |t doesn't do any good if sonebody buil ds
this fancy reporting application that nay be
snapper/ grouper oriented and then m sses the boat
when it cones to saying the HMS individual that's
going to have those sane suite of permts. And it
took a lot of tinme and effort endured by HVS staff
to strongly advocate for HMS reporting

requi renents to be considered by the Gulfers and
not just be ammob for thought.

And that kind of fishing and w shing
it's going to stay true for sone period of tine,
that we can assure HVS is (inaudible) over all
t hese devel opnent prograns so they're not playing
catch up or having to wait a couple years for al

(inaudible). And then the last two here |'l]|
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touch on, one is HMS Tournanent Reporting. And
the registration which, you know, has done | eaps
and bounds as far as efficiency for tournanent
operators, as far as ease of use, and it's gone a
| ong way. And then lastly sonething that | think
we're famliar wth is the | ong-standi ng VM5
program \Wether that's marked i n geographi cal

| ocation or also | know that for bluefin tuna we
have a nunber of reports we submt through those
syst ens.

To take a step to be nore shore side
centered, a |look at sone of what our dealers are
then experiencing and utilizing when it cones to
their obligations as a result of holding those
deal er permts. First and forenost is one that
we' ve spent a |large anmount of tinme discussing over
the years is our eDealer program which is
essentially tracking all the different |andings
that are comng in and they're essentially
non-bluefin tuna. |In a conplex nonitoring and
conpliance reports. Especially where HM5 is in a

positi on where we have a nunber of different
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species that we have extrenely small quotas or a
| ot of (inaudible) quotas, both donestically
result, internationally, that we're pretty well
positioned to try to | everage these electronic
technol ogies. And ET is a rather significant one
as far as tine renmai ning both from Agency staff
through the diligence of making sure that the
i nformation is being passed through properly, as
well as the conpliance. Instead of falling out we
make sure that, you know, dealers are dotting Is
and crossing Ts or we're doing sone
t roubl eshooti ng whenever that's necessary.

We al so then have our electronically
bl uefin tuna reporting system which is, you know,
bei ng chal | enged t hrough ACCSP or SEFHI ER t hat
we're kind of replacing the catch cards that
(i naudi bl e) for years and years. W' ve kept
trying to get a fishery information in the past
com ng back to the Agency, but then if you chose
to enpower at zero tine as possible the nmanagi ng
deci sions, the opening, the closures or go to

transfer, as the case may be. But, you know what
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' msaying. But essentially capturing this

i nformati on when there been a transaction as

qui ckly and efficiently as possible (inaudible) to
then try to (inaudible) of HV5. As we said, sone
of the natural aspects, there are trade traffic
docunents that dealers that are involved in the
trade have to conplete. You just they can perform
that job electronically. | just recently applied
(i naudi bl €) report sunmmari zing trade transactions,
heads on electronic as well. And includes to

t hose dealers out there that we're volunteer, kind
of kick the tires systemand one's working with it
and one shoul d be pleased. W are trying
ultimately to neet the goal of the custoner. W
shoul d be able to ease conpl ex reporting

requi renents but al so assure that the information
IS getting to where it needs to go (inaudible)
then ultimately support the | CCAT negotiations. |
know conpl i ance was brought up in a lot of the

ot her (i naudi ble) one avenue that we can use to

| everage that.

| put current reporting in there as well
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j ust because, you know, it isn't quite, the dealer
isn't quite (inaudible) no reason for that. |
al so wanted to touch on also can third party
proprietors, you know, upload prograns that
deal ers use and where the specifications are
established with what needs to be in the report,
X, Y, or Z the thing does enpower us to |everage
the private sector. And it will ultimately allow
the end users, whether it be vessels, operators,
or dealers for that matter, then they try to
figure out what product is going to best neet
their needs, you know, very selective. You know,
are you, you know, an android individual or are
you nore of an Apple individual? Both have pros
and cons but then again it allows individuals to
shop around and ultimately try to keep things cost
effective as well.

So |I've been kind of touching on all the
(inaudible). Like | said, we'll be kind of
buil ding off of this, |ooking for your input. But
we al so want to nake sure that we're not turning a

blind eye to other regions as well. So as we
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start to expand we're |l ooking to inprove on our
el ectronic technol ogies and, as | nentioned,
ultimately trying to reduce (inaudible) just
acceptable, to be blunt, at this point in tine,
Havi ng i ndividuals having to go to nultiple
(i naudi bl e) catch so that is a strong priority for
HVE staff to again advocate for those data
el ements and to be included in a sort of Agency
that's supported or funded application problem
Now shoul d be the case.

|f we do that, hopefully there will need
to be a clear Iine of communication both internal
and external, so that's talking with devel opers,
dat abase managers. But also you AP nenbers, your
constituency to get a feedback of, you know, a
program (i naudi bl e) that would be God awful as far
as intuitive usage and that sort of feedback is
going to be essential as it doesn't do anybody any
good to have a systemfor folks to use in the
general public and then get folks to actually use
that to be conpliant (inaudible) confident in that

I nf or mat i on.
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Essentially (inaudible) and I'mtrying
to introduce (inaudible) wherever and whenever
possible to make sure that if an individual
sel ects (inaudible) that all the different data
el ements, |like being identical so the Agency w ||
not necessarily having to decipher, that the
i nformation did, however it cones back into us, is
neeting that need and can then be di gested and
used to help informthe unseasoned | onger term
managenent goal s.

As well as one thing that I think we've
all experienced this year is how can sone of these
el ectroni c technol ogi es hel p us when we're facing
the kind of challenges that we're (inaudible).

Now first and forenost the nanagenent of the

Atl antic Tuna Fishery this year, especially during
those early nonths to summer where Artic

(i naudi bl e) essentially non-existent. How are we
then tracking commercial fish that's being sol d?
Really, we just set an anmount of tinme (I|naudible)
billfish fish and what that | ooked |ike this year.

Was there (inaudible) essentially how does having
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these tools available to us the collective "us" |
may have lost the (inaudible) fromtheir
respective, but also froma constituency respect.
When we | ook at (inaudible) needing sone nore
speci fic exanples here, |ooking specifically at

t he Shark Research Fishery, |ooking to see whether
or not electronic nonitoring as a rule, wll be
managi ng that fishery or nonitoring that fishery.

| know currently we have a (inaudible) permt that
studi es the Cape Cod Commercial Fisherman's
Association to help informsone of the gear

aut hori zati on questions that struggled wth over
the years whether or not unauthorized gear on
board a vessel precludes that vessel from catching
a bluefin (inaudible). |If you have a |obster trap
on board you can't bluefin legally. Does | ooking
at electronic technol ogies help ease our ability
to introduce nore flexibility in sone of those
cases? So we have couple experinental permts out
| ooki ng at that.

You know a | ot of (inaudible) |ooking at

how do sone systens start to nerge. You know, can
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we have a VM5 and an el ectronic nonitoring unit
serve the sanme purpose. So we've got two systens,
two service providers, two bills, (inaudible)
| everage where the technology is at these days as
they try to build nore efficient systens so
there's actually |less hardware on the boat
(i naudi ble) related to other issues, whether it be
(i naudi bl e) service providers, whatever they need,
and that ultimately looking at trying to
capitalize on sone of the efficiencies in the
| CCAT trade trafficking (inaudible) neetings as
wel | .

So sone of the next steps is that
(i naudi bl ) our HMS el ectronic technol ogy pl an.
W have a target release in |late March 2020, so |
suspect we'll share that on a nore robust version
to the presentation, the draft report as well.
VWhich | think we should be rem nded that even
t hough we're I ooking at releasing these reports in
March, that the conversation never stops. These
are essentially going to be living docunents that

going to continue to evolve, and given the
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specific needs, the challenges that we're going to
be discussing in nore detail as they are

(i naudi bl e) And so pretty nuch (i naudi ble) not
only to be sort of virtual conmunication

(1 naudi bl e) but also through direct comunications
as well as the sort of regulatory actions that
we're taking in getting your comments and
ultimately respondi ng to that feedback.

W w il continue to coll aborate at that
national level, as well as the international
regional levels to again ensure that each of these
needs are represented and (i naudible) to maintain
our goal of ensuring efficiency and accuracy
during the authorities being inposed on vessels or
deal ers (i naudi bl e).

When it cones to funding we'll continue
to explore all sources and the different pilot
prograns to really kick the tires on what may or
may not be a viable solution to sone of the
chal |l enges that we experience in trying to catch
the best information as efficiently as possible.

And |"mgoing to | eave you kind of the
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| ast kind of (inaudible) just (inaudible) it's
perfectly clear that it didn't just (inaudible)
it's really based on why, and so folks will start
to see those electronic inplenentation plans from
all the different regions as well. And it's
ultimately (inaudible) report. And then if you
have questions, always feel free to reach out to
me but | also want to recruit Brett Al ger and
Laura Keeling's nanme here and their email contacts
because they're kind of generally representing
nore of that national perspective.

"Il turn that back over to you,
Bennett.

MR. BROOKS: G eat thanks Brad. Sorry,
hang on a second. |s everyone getting ki ckback or
just me? Okay. Al right. So, Brad, naybe you
can just give us sonewhere to open up this up to
conversation and any comments that fol ks may have.

But can you say a word about what's sort
of the Ievel of (inaudible) or the feedback that
woul d be particularly hel pful for you given where

this is at and what needs to happen?
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MR. McHALE: Sure. So the |evel of
detail obviously first and forenost, (inaudible)
there isn't a draft report in front of the panel,
there aren't specific things to comments on. And
so while at |east our report is still being
drafted, really it's |l ooking for feedback on sone
of the electronic technol ogy the panel nenbers
they thensel ves use or their constituents have
been using and whether or not it's essentially a
stay the course type of feedback, you know, what
we do want is one stop shopping or perhaps, you
know, the scope of the different prograns. Maybe
that needs to be in play.

MR, BROOKS: Ckay.

MR. McHALE: -- detail to really paint a
pi cture feedback at this point. The goals are in
force to kind of map out what we anticipate using
el ectronic technol ogies for over the next five
year horizon. So again, whether it's inproving
what we have in place, whether it's scraping,
whether it's exploring a conpletely different

avenue, our ears are w de open and then we'll try
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to include a lot of that in the actual report we
rel ease.

MR. BROOKS: kay. Thanks. Thank you
so much. And I'll just note in the Chat
(i naudi ble) the bluefin data DSL is al so being
devel oped for use for all the U S Virgin Island
commercial fisheries reported. Just throw that
into the m x.

MR. McHALE: (I naudi bl e)

MR. BROOKS: So, want to weigh in here,
| wll try to grab sone fol ks who haven't been in
too nmuch yet. So again, I'll start with Steve
| wi cki .

MR IWCKI: Ckay. Can you hear ne
okay?

MR. BROOKS: | can hear you speaki ng.

MR IWCKI: Wen you' re | ooking at
this, are you including the thing that GARFO i s
trying to do wth all the tilefish electronic
reporting for recreational fishing? It's a total
di saster, even just getting registered for that.

So and generally speaking to guys that are
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tilefishing are all also HM5S permt holders nowto
do all of that. So if you guys haven't | ooked at
that yet, | wll tell youl work with a | ot of
contractors for a nonth and a half, we still
couldn't nmake the damm thing even set up to do
reporting. So just give you that little feedback
that mght help, we'll get the tilefishing
reporting as well.

MR. McHALE: Thank you. W're acutely
aware of that app. W're also acutely aware that
the fish (inaudible) while we're trying to get
that application up off the ground. W supported
its effort but in a sense it didn't necessarily
have the scope to really pull (inaudible) elenents
even though we fully inforned the managers there
that listen, HVS and tilefish go hand in hand,
they were a little too far down the devel opnent
path to really do a course correction. So that's
really where we starting to enphasi ze here that
col | aboration, ensuring that all HMS el enents are
being at the ground I evel so we don't necessarily

have a repeat of, although they're to be commended
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about the tilefish off the ground, if you will,
But it fell shy of ultimately neeting that goal of
nmeeting the needs of the custoner, which is going
to be a tilefish and HVS (i naudi bl e).

MR IWCKI: Yeah. | nean they were
basically treating you as if you were a commerci al
fisherman with permts and all this other stuff
just to get the account set up. And | wll tell
you | didn't neet a single recreational fishermn
that had succeeded in it or was even wlling to
try anynore. So | tried to be their guinea pig
for about a nonth and a half, but like I said,
they should be able to tie all this together in
one system That's all, thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Okay. Let's get a few nore
folks. Let's go to Shana and Schalit, and then
Katie. Shana, you're up.

M5. MLLER Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: We can.

M5. MLLER  Yeah, thanks for the
presentation, Brad, | think that it's, you know,

an exciting effort, you know, has a | ot of
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potential to really, you know, harness all these
new t echnol ogi es and i ncrease the efficiency
entirely so reporting and sone of the nonitoring
prograns and conpl enmenting the human observer
prograns. | think the, again, in the Atlantic
| ongline fishery presents Anendnent 7 has been,
you know, really successful and so it'll be good
to see this was gotten, you know, a broader
context. And, you know, as you go through this
process, you know, |'msure that you will continue
to seek stakehol der engagenent and feedback, but |
think it's really inportant to get, you know,
| ndustry focus groups involved, you know, we've
obvi ously had sone issues here with the | ack of
conpliance, fallout fromthe |ack of conpliance
over the last what, 10 to 20 years with the
recreational bluefin nmandatory reporting, even
t hough you guys have nmade it what | consider to be
quite sinple to report recreationally caught
bluefin at this point.

So you're really getting industry

menbers involved in the design of these systens
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and what is easiest for them!| think is really
| nportant. And as you' ve pointed out,
col l aboration is key, you know, this isn't just
happening for Atlantic HMS, it's happening
nati onw de, it's happening at all of the RFM3s and
I ncl udi ng nost relevant for this group, | CCAT.
You have nmandates through both the tropical tunas
and marlin nmeasure at this point to devel op
el ectronic nonitoring prograns, and that'll be a
big topic on the agenda of the I MM I ntersessi onal
Meeting next year. So | think this effort is
really tinely in that respect and can nake sure
that the HVE can continue to be a chanpion of this
whil e al so ensuring that | CCAT adopt standards and
best practices that are consistent with what the
U.S. is doing.

So anyways, great work, and | ook forward
to learning nore in the spring. Thanks.

MR. McHALE: Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. |[|'ve got about
folks in the que and we've got about 20 m nutes

before we will absolutely have a hard stop for
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public coments because we want to be aware of
that. David Schalit, and then to Katie and then
to R ck Bellavance.

MR. SCHALIT: Can you hear ne?

MR, BROOKS: Yes.

MR, SCHALIT: Ckay, great. Brad, thanks
very nmuch for that presentation. A couple of
t houghts. You nentioned that this ET proposal
that there is a deadline at the end of March, 2021
for developing a prelimnary plan; is that
correct?

MR. MHALE: That's the goal that is
appl ying thoughts, all the different reasons to
rel ease the respective plans. Sone of them nay be
in different shapes than others. But hopefully
that's kind of when the plan wll be rel eased.

But | also want to enphasi ze there that

(1 naudi bl e) aspect of, you know, the conversations
are going to continue essentially fromthe

m |l estone of trying to putting that docunent
together. So it's nore about (inaudible) just

happeni ng. (I naudi bl e) 14 and 13 in a different
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place to bring it all together.

MR, SCHALIT: GCkay. So what we're
tal ki ng about right nowis basically devel oping a
new sol uti on invol ving technol ogy, but we're not
tal king about a regulatory issue here; is that
correct?

MR. McHALE: Absolutely. To be
perfectly clear in case |'ve msspoken. It is not
a regulatory action. This is really just a
conpr ehensi ve assessnent of the technol ogy that
we' ve been using say over the past five years and
where we envision electronic technol ogy | eadi ng us
over the next five years. But maybe that
ultimately mght lead to a regulatory options
sonewhere downstream but this product that's
bei ng produced for March of 2021 (inaudi ble) 2021,
| got that right. It's nore of nodification plan
versus a reqgulatory action.

MR. SCHALIT: Ckay. Does this
| npl enentation plan, would it involve sone general
ideas in terns of the architecture we're tal king

about here? Wen | say architecture I'm
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referencing consideration for different platforns
that m ght be used for the sane job, that sort of
thing, is that sonething that are we going into
that level of detail in this initial plan?

MR. McHALE: | think our problem would
be anot her conversation on the heel of the plan,
to be honest, David.

MR, SCHALIT: GCkay. Wat sort of
specific mght we need that we're not getting?
Because | nean |'minitiating this step, we would
be | ooking at, possibly [ooking at multiple
platforns. And | know that fromnonitoring from
ny fishernen, they very nmuch, once they start
using this Smart phone app, they actually see how
easy it is. And |I'mwondering how it would be
possible to have a solution that runs on a
conputer that provides you with access to all of
this reporting that you m ght need for your
various permts, how that can actually be ported
over to a Smartphone app in such a way that it can
actually not provide you with such a cluttered

page to look at. You know what |'m sayi ng, that
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actually could be very tricky. But okay, so maybe
we can say that we ook with a view toward that
target at the next stage. Ckay?

MR. McHALE: (I naudible) directly to any
future experience, which ultimately all ows
facilitated conpliance. So those sort of
conversations will definitely be appropriate,
David, as we | ook for, you know, a |lunp versus
split type solutions. But that may be tricky
(i naudi bl e) for getting conpliance.

MR, SHALIT: Thanks. Well, thanks Brad.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, David. Let's go to
Katie then Ri ck Bellavance and then Angel.

M5. WESTFALL: Thanks, Bennett. And
t hanks so nuch, Brad, for the great presentation,
after all the work you guys are doing |'m super
grateful to the Agency for updating this plan and
for all the | eadership on electronic technol ogy.
| think HM5 has really been at the forefront of
el ectronic technology and it's really great to see
that continuing. (Ilnaudible) high |level coments

| think as nore technol ogy providers are com ng on
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|ine for EM and ER and definitely encourage these
and see the focus nore on performance centers and
not mandates specific technologies to really allow
for innovation and avoid |ocking in technol ogi es

t hat can becone out dat ed.

| also agree and |'mgrateful for the
update on integrated systens |like EM ER, and VMs
solutions that can neet nultiple goals and |I'm
grateful for the purpose on reducing recording
redundanci es and stream i ning what the fishernen
have to go through when they actually report at
the end of the day.

Brad and Jen both touched on this, but I
think it's really inportant that these coll aborate
with fishernmen directly. There's so nmany
excellent fishernmen on the AP and in the fisheries
who are creative and innovative and who really
support (inaudible) fromER per usual and Scott
Tayl or evolved this amazing tech solution with the
proposed, the Florida EFP, and there are so nany
ot hers out there doing great work. And in order

to really maxi mze the uptake and the use of
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el ectronic technology | think these (inaudible) to
really not only be designed to neet regul atory
requi renents but also with the fishernen in |line
and creating their needs, their business needs,
and how they operate on the water. And there's
just so many exciting innovations that are hel ping
right now And | think a collaborative kind of R
and D fishery would really help needs and be the
path of these new technol ogies in direct

col l aboration with the fisherman, the private
sector in (inaudible) and other scientific

I nstitutions.

And, Brad, you nentioned there's a kind
of funding out there that can be | everaged for
this kind of work so | really kind of encourage
that type of collaborative approach that
(i naudi bl e) on water. And, Brad, |'mcurious,
isn't this kind of simlar to what David has
touched on in terns of the vacuum architecture?
Has this plan stated sone of the data
noder ni zati on work that Karen's been doing or we

are doing kind of on the fisheries information to
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managenent side? |s that going to be incorporated
or is that for the separate effort?

MR. McHALE: (I naudi bl e) sonewhat
separate but they do obviously overlap. W are
| ooki ng at sonme of their efforts at the FIS | evel
and we're trying to get sonme of the efforts com ng
out of GARFO where (inaudible) reported that
there's just really no bright edges to allow these
di scussi ons. Because the nore you peel back the
| ayers of (inaudible) and seguei ng over into kind
of those efforts. But (inaudible) currently
separate but obviously, you know, they will marry
up a little bit further downstream Again, the
echo of keeping in the bigger picture in mnd
because we're trying to neet our regional
respective needs that essentially those goals are
t he sane.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Brad. Those folks
who have already talked, |1'd ask folks to take
down their hands, that would be good. Let's go to
Ri ck Bel |l avance, then Angel, then M ke Pierdi nock.

Rick. Rick Bellavance, you there? Your line is
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open.
BELLAVANCE: Can you hear ne?
BROCOKS: *6.

2 3 3

BELLAVANCE: Can you hear ne?
MR. BROOKS: Yeah. You're faint but we
can hear you. Just speak |oudly.

MR. BELLAVANCE: Thanks. Can you hear

me okay?
MR. BROOKS: No, we can barely hear you
at all.
MR, BELLAVANCE: |Is that any better?
MR. BROOKS: That is definitely better.
MR, BELLAVANCE: Good. In the interest
of time I'lIl conbine all the comments previous to

m ne, different ideas and support for the IT
prograns. | agree with all those. | have two
specific recommendations that | thought I'd bring
up here.

As Brad duly noted, as a navi gator
el ectronic reporting and nonitoring and
technol ogies for a while. And |'ve probably spent

a lot of ny hot air advocating for different
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prograns. But | did want to nention sonething
that he started to develop that we can try to at

| east get on the record here and obviously the
(inaudible). And that's the way that we're
starting to join all these prograns together
toward that one stop shopping that we've tal ked
about for years. So as | am happy to report that
| can use ny (inaudible) to report ny HVE now as
wel | as ny dock | oading reporting in this

(i naudi bl e) level stuff. And pretty soon ny South
Atlantic stuff | think in January wll also be
used. But what |'ve learned is that different
regi ons have different requirenents, and if you
are fishing in a region that you have (i naudi bl e)
qui ckly, so if you have nultiple permts and
you're fishing in a region where you don't always
run into fishing froma different nmanagenent body,
you're still required to put those fields in on
your trip report even though you may not i nteract
with that species every single day, occasionally
even very rarely. And you still have that permt

so you can technically take them when you do
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interact wth them

So what | suggest is that you | ook at
how we can restructure these prograns to determ ne
what fields you need to provide to the different
agenci es on a species bases as opposed to a permt
basis. So if I'mgroundfishing up in New Engl and
all winter long, but changes of nme running into a
dol phin or a wahoo are slim but yet |['mstill
required to put those fields that the South
Atlantic is looking for on all ny groundfish
forms. And | think that's a little bit burdensone
and maybe not wanted by sone folks. So if there
was a way to restructure the prograns where you
say all right, I'Il (inaudible) okay, now we have
to do those (inaudible) Ckay, there's cod, okay,
now | have to do whatever fields (inaudible). |
think the tuna fish one are at 66 right now, which
Is great. But if there were ever a tine when
t hose woul d show up on every trip, that would al so
be (inaudible) tuna, you can put those.

And that nmay be a | ong w nded

requi renent across there, but that would be an
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| nprovenent, in ny opinion, on nulti reporting
syst ens.

And | had another, | lost it, so | guess
"Il have to pass on that one. Anyway, that's
(i1 naudi bl e) and thanks for all your work on
(inaudible) I'lIl look closely to that reporting
(i naudi bl e.)

MR. McHALE: And, Rick, (inaudible)
through the watch and they are easily tines but,
yeah, the restructuring sonething |I've had on ny
radar and | do see the challenge that presents.
Thanks for raising it.

MR. BELLAVANCE: Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Rick. And if it
cones up within the next few m nutes you could
also throwit in the Chat. Gkay, | think |I've got
four people left, and about seven m nutes. So
Angel and M ke.

M5. WLLEY: Thank you for the
presentation. | agree that once (inaudible) highly
desirable effort froma lot of our constituents

that they desire that. And | would al so reconmend
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that we just kind of (inaudible). Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Angel. M ke.

MR. Pl ERDI NOCK: Thank you. Thank you,
Brad, good presentation of the one stop shopping.
We couldn't be happier. The inconsistencies
between the permts is, you know, it's
probl emati c.

Ri ck pointed out the specific item you
know, | have a GARFO permt, | have the HMS
permt, they're integrated, and now t he wahoo nahi
permt included in that, which adds a [ ot nore
requirenents for the required effort for us up
here where we're lucky to fish six nonths out of
the year, and with that I'mlucky if | encounter
mahi once every year or once every two to three
years, it seens to be nore often with clinmatic
shift.

| agree with Rick, nmake it species
specific. If we have to report for that day for
the species we land, it would be great if we just
have to do it for that day other than 365 days out

of the year because it's convoluted, it's
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confusing, it's not necessary, especially if we're
not on the water. W're not in a year-round

fishery for nost of the year as a result of where

we are.
Last but not least, | could get into

nore details at another tine, | sent you sone

information via email, Brad. | just want to nake

sure we naintain our confidentiality and privacy
of the (inaudible) freeze and the inplenentation
of these neasures. That's inportant that we
continue to do such.

Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thank you. Over to Marty
Scanl on.

MR. ODEN: Consolidation is good, that's
all | can say. Brad, you're on the right track, I
couldn't be happier. On ny gosh, | nean just the
ot her day | was goi ng through ny new fishing forns
and | realized |'ve got nultiple permts, | got
seven pernmits on ny boat. | ended up ny fishing
in early May and | realized that even though | was

putting in ny discards on ny sep forns, | didn't
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do the discard | og book which | had been given.
And actually that's the only tine |I've really
crossed paths with the size fish here. And I'm
finishing that right now so |'ve got to catch up
on that sonething, you know, |'ve got a drawer
full of about 10 different | ogbooks here and it's
just m nd boggling what we have to go through just
to make a living, not to nention cone hone and
have to do all this paperwork. So Anen, get it
all on one page, please. Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Jeff. Marty.

MR. SCANLON:  Yes. The one thing | just
want to add to as far as pelagic longline industry
goes is that the, you know, the need to keep the
VMS units and our VMS units separated. The VMS
units are really to nonitor novenent tuna by
catch, or I1BQ The other thing too is |ike you' ve
been talking here is we're | ong overdue to repl ace
t hese paper | ogbooks as those requirenents were
just as sinple expansion of the vMS units. | nean
we already do it for the bluefins. Half the

information in there that you require on those
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paper |ogs al ready, how many hooks we set, what
set it is, all of that. So that is just total
redundancy, all of that. And it's just a pain in
the neck. So if we could just get that, you know,
expand our VM5 too so we can elimnate the paper

| ogs and, you know, and anything that hel ps the
accuracy of the reporting of the other categories,
especially when it conmes to stock assessnents. |
mean, you know, we're having quite a bit of
trouble | believe in |CCAT with all of the

I nformation is not being given is costing us in
the long run there when it cones to stock
assessnments. So I'll leave it at that.

MR. McHALE: Thank you, Marty. And j ust
along that line, like I nentioned in the
presentation, | noticed the Sout heast Science
Center is undertaking efforts to bring the HVS
| ogbooks or previously known as the longline |og
books to that electronic format as well so know
those efforts certainly (inaudible) recall that
all specifically. But thank you.

MR. SCANLON: Thanks.
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MR. BROOKS: Again, if | can ask folks
who have their hands up and have gotten in, which
| think is everybody. If you could |ower your
hands. Shana, | seen your hand up earlier, and
|"' mgoing to assune you got coverage? Then | wll
note that in the Chat.

Rick Weber. And a slightly different
poi nt here, just sort of talking about the need
and the potential for this report to be sort of
aspirational and sort of inspirational | mght
add. Sort of how can this be done in a way that
it encourages cross agency and cross gover nnent
cooperation. | think that's an interesting point
and one that we haven't heard yet in the
conversati on.

So, Brad, a lot of feedback there, sort
of nmoving in the right direction, a | ot of hope.
| think a nunber of general suggestions that sort
of stakehol der engagenent, inportant and
col l aboration is key thinking about the platform
that you're using, you know, to the extent that it

could be in a phone better. Think about
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performance standards, think if that inspires

Il nnovation, R and D, structured in a way that

you' re keeping a fresh | ock of endorsenents and

i ntegrations streanlining, one stop shopping. And
then sone specific gui dance, one around
tilefishing, also sone of the maps, | ooking at
that. Mst recent coments around potenti al

report on a species basis going to be very

hel pful .  And then pushing through the paper | og

books woul d be nice and keepi ng BM5 and MHS

separ at e.

| think that's it. | feel like |
covered everyone. |s there anyone in the que
left? | see Shana, Steve Iwicki, | don't think

they gotten into this, we need to get your

conment .

M5. MLLER | obviously didn't |ower ny
hand. | thought it was |owered but that's it.
Sorry.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay. Al right. [If you
just |lowered your hands | think you're good. And

M ke and Rick. Gkay. | think we're good. Brad,
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any final thoughts fromyou before we go to public
conment ?

MR. McHALE: No, | think | hear
everyone.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay, great. Thanks
everybody. So I want to shift to public comment
at this point. So any nenber of the public if you
would like to offer a comment for the HVS folks to
hear, for the panelists to hear, this would be the
nonment. Hang on a second, | think |I'm having an
i ssue with ny wfi.

Are you all hearing nme still?

MR. COOPER. Yeah, we're hearing you,
Bennett.

MR. BROOKS: kay. Al right. Good.
Anyway, SO want to invite any interested nenbers
of the public who want to share a comment to raise
their hands and we can see who wants to get in.

We ask the nenbers of the public, you know, keep
their comments about three m nutes or so. And
just remnd you that this isn't an opportunity to

go back and forth, you know, wth Agency staff or
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with the panelist. But we are very interested in
heari ng what you have to say. So with that let's
see who wants to get in. Peter Chai bongsai. |
apol ogize if | m spronounced your |ast nane.

MR. CHAI BONGSAI:  That's okay. Can you
hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Yep, we can. And if you
could start off, Peter, with your nane and any
kind of affiliation, that'll be great.

MR. CHAI BONGSAI: Yes. H. |'mPeter
Chai bongsai with the Billfish Foundation. So |
just wanted to say first off, great job on the
presentations today. Oobviously we are
particularly interested in what Jennifer had to
present today on the managenent of billfish and
sone of the suggested solutions. As well as
hearing sone of the di scussions by sone of our
constituents in the fisheries world.

Just a couple quick comments. You know,
as Jennifer was saying and kind of alluding to,
you know, nost of the harvested fish were on the

white marlin and roundscal e spearfish so we do
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bel i eve a separation of blue marlin and white

marl i n/roundscal e spearfi sh nakes sense, | believe
as Rick had nentioned, due to the fact that nost
of the harvest is comng fromthat arena.

We al so do agree and applaud that the
Md-Atlantic tournanents are willing to increase
their mninumsize above the federal [imt. That
will, one, obviously help | ower the anmount of fish
bei ng harvested. But then obviously will help to
benefit the fish species thenselves and the stocks
t hensel ves by |l ess fish being caught during those
tournanment tines. So that's great to hear. And
that's going to benefit others, not only the fish
but the fisheries and the industry itself in the
| ong term

W al so want to nention that this is not
the first time and it wll not be the last tine
that the recreational industry will take a lead in
fisheries' managenent. | just want to nmention
that fisheries, sorry, recreational fishing
tournanents still currently do this. They wl]l

adj ust and adapt to anything they see that needs
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to be increased or decreased to help the fish and
to help the industry. Just to give you sone
exanpl es of sone fairly recent, obviously the
circle hooks were instituted by the recreational
tournanments before it was mandated. And then
| ooki ng at sone of the club tournanents as well as
sone of the other tournanents in the Qulf of
Mexi co and on the East Coast that have increased
their size well beyond the federally nandated
m ni mumns.

The other thing I wanted to nention was,
excuse ne, this is just a question. 1|s there a
possibility to see the nunbers that Jennifer was
| ooking at in regards to a nunbers breakdown in
| ength for white marlin and roundscal e spearfish
for this past year as well as the previous five to
10 years? Because | believe in her presentation
she nentioned that nost were over the 69 inch
mninmumfor white marlin and such. So we just
want ed, not saying that she's incorrect, we just
wanted to take a | ook at how cl ose things were and

so forth.
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1 Qutside of that, the last comment | do

2 have is | know, | apologize, | believe it was

3 Randy that had spoken about it in regards to the

4 rel ease data, is that a mpjority of the data that
S they get is fromthe tournanents, if not all. And
6 If I"mincorrect on this, please feel free to

7 correct nme. But if NOAA would Ilike sonme of the

8 PBS rel ease data, we are nore than welcone to

9 share that wwth themas well. And that woul d be,
10 obvi ously, throughout the donmestic U S. for their
11 use to help understand the stock a little bit

12 better in the effort. And that's it. Thank you.
13 MR. BROOKS: And, Peter, just before you
14 sign off here, |'ve just been asked to confirmthe
15 spelling of your last nane is

16 CHAI-BBONGS-A1; is that correct?

17 MR. CHAI BONGSAI: That's correct,

18 Bennett, and you said it perfectly the first tine.
19 MR. BROOKS: All right, thank you.

20 Let's go next to Esther Wzniak. And again, if

21 you could start off with nane and association if

22 you coul d.
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M5. WOZNI AK: Sure. Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: W can perfectly, thank
you.

M5. WXZNI AK: My nane is Esther Wzni ak,
I"'mwith the Pew Charitable Trust. And | just
wanted to thank you for the presentation and all
the work that's being done on this so far. You
nmake a lot of really good points, especially about
the need for standardi zation and efficiency when
devel opi ng vari ous EM progranms across regions, we
agree with this. W have engaged with multiple
shell fishery managenent organi zations. And
i ncluding the countries directly to show they have
tools to produce conplinmentary and conprehensive
EM pr ogr ans.

The tools produced by us included EM
tool kits and an EM roadmap which reports data to
be covered so that the key el enents di scussed here
today such as the main clear objectives,
st andards, organization, nake (inaudible) a |ot of
the basic features that have been covered here

today. The U S. is at the forefront of EM program
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devel opnent and has an opportunity to chanpion the
guestion you have getting the adoption of these
tools in an international forumwhile ensuring
consi stency across prograns.

And so finally I did want to nention, |
see Brett Alger on here. | wanted to thank Brett
for judging at one of our ER (inaudible)
exchanges, which included representatives from
Australia, Korea. | think we see fromthe
regi stration of where the U S. can be nmultil ateral
for (inaudible) discussions to raise and
col | aborate the nature of the EM Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thanks so nuch,
Esther. And then let's see. | amnot seeing any
other -- wait, sonebody el se has cone in. Carol
Neidig, if | pronounce that correct, in the que.

M5. NEIDIG Yes, Carol Neidig. Thank
you. Yes. | wanted to add a point. [|'mthe
Director of the Center for Fisheries Electronic
Monitoring at Mote Marine Laboratory in Sarasota,
Florida. And thank you very nuch, as many others

have said, the presentations have been fantastic
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and |'ve learned a |ot.

And the data standardization is
definitely sonmething fromour viewpoint that we
are trying to work along as the panelist in the
ACCSP Wbr ki ng Group, and so forth to go in that
direction, and also working wth ICES. And what
we have in the snapper/grouper fishery in the Gulf
is that we've been pushing hard with trying to
cone up, or comng up wwth data fromelectronic
noni toring application on the commercial |ongline
and vertical line vessels to record annotations of
shark species. So the bycatch actual condition
upon arrival and their fate. And we are trying to
open sone doors to be able to provide that
i nformation to those that need it, particularly
for this fishery because of the inpact the sharks
are having with depredation of targeted catch and
W th gear.

We've al so inplenented or have worked on
successful |y using underwater canera integration
with the EM systens to be able to actually

i dentify sone of the |arger shark species we had a
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difficult tinme doing previously that were cut off
at the sides of the vessels or whether underneath
t he vessels.

But | wanted to get that out there just
because we have been naking sone strides towards
providi ng our data, but we want to do nore of it.
We' ve been accunul ating data for al nost five years
so we would like to get that out so it can be
used. And Dr. Bob Hueter, who is one or your APs,
we have shared the data with himand he has been a
co-Pl on sone of our projects. And we're
currently providing Hanmer head data to himfor a
Sea Grant Project. So | just wanted to get that
out there to try to open sone doors for us to, you
know, to work col |l aboratively with providing
val uabl e i nformati on.

So thank you for the opportunity, |
appreciate it.

MR. BROOKS: Thank you so nmuch for the
coments, Carol. 1'mlooking in the Chat and
| ooking at the que, and | do not see any ot her

menbers of the public wanting to make any remarKks.
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So again, if there's any nenbers of public who
want to weigh in, this would be the nonent before
we nove to adjourn.

Ckay. In that case in a nonent |I'm
going to throw it back to you, Randy, but | just
want to thank everyone for a really good
conversation. As several people just said, |
t hought the presentations were really excellent,
very on point and clear, a |ot of good infornmation
and really good conversation fromall of you AP
menbers. It's remarkabl e how t houghtful and
focused this conversation is even though we're not
in aroom it really does feel like it's
generating the sane level if not even perhaps
better feedback for the Agency to work wth.

So | know we | ose sonet hing by not being
I n a roomtogether, but thanks everybody for the

focus and all the comments. And, Randy, over to

you.
MR, BLANKI NSHI P:  Thanks, Bennett. |

agree, | think this was a very insightful and

meani ngf ul Advi sory Panel Meeting. | really
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appreci ate everybody's participation, hel pful
comments and questions, and just an overall great
session. | know we got a | ot of great feedback,
exactly what we were | ooking for when we keyed up
t hese agenda itens. So thank you very nuch to
everybody for that. Thank you once again for your
tinme and spending tine with us today. And we | ook
forward to touchi ng base again.
Qur next neeting will be sonetinme next
spring, we haven't decided when yet but we'll
| ooking forward to try and figure that out in the
com ng few nont hs.
So thanks a | ot everybody, really
appreciate it.
MR. BROOKS: Thanks everybody, have a
good afternoon.
(Wher eupon, at 3:28 p.m, the
PROCEEDI NGS wer e adj our ned.)

* * * * *
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