
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
RoYCooPER 
GOVERNOR March 11, 2021 

Dr. Paul Doremus 
Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 14636 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Dr. Doremus: 

Thank you for your agency's letter of Jan. 11, 2021 requesting that I nominate a slate of qualified 
candidates for consideration by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce for an at-large appointment to the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council. 

N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 113-259 charges the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission with the responsibilitya
of compiling a list of nominees for consideration by the Governor for South-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council appointments. The commission provided the names of Mr. Jess Hawkins, Mr. Christopher 
Kimrey, Mr. Robert Lorenz, and Mr. Thomas Roller for my consideration as nominees for an at-large 
appointment to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council. I concur with the commission 
recommendations and am forwarding these names to you as North Carolina's nominees. The nominees 
are presented in alphabetical order without preference. 

Due to the statutory makeup of the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission (please see enclosed list), 
compilation of the list of nominees by that body meets the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1852(b)(2)(C) (2018), that each nomination be made in 
consultation with the commercial and recreational fishing interests of the state. The commission makes 
every effort to encourage and seek out qualified women and minority candidates during this process. All 
the nominees are residents of North Carolina. All nominees, by reason of their occupational or other 
experience, scientific expertise or training, are knowledgeable regarding the conservation and 
management of the commercial or recreational harvest of the fisheries resources of North Carolina. 

Following is a brief summary of the experience that qualifies each nominee to serve as a member 
of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council: 

Mr. Jess Hawkins (Other). Mr. Hawkins has a M.S, degree in biology and retired as a 
fisheries scientist with the NC Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) in 2006 after 30 years 
of service. He served as Chief of Fisheries Management (the main research/management 
section of DMF), studying and conserving both state and federally managed species. The 
last 12 years of his career, Mr. Hawkins was the Executive Assistant to the Director, 
working as the liaison with the MFC, developing rules and policies for North Carolina with 
extensive stakeholder input (approximately 100 meetings per year with advisors and MFC 
members.) He became quite familiar with fisheries issues facing North Carolina, including 
management of species occurring in federal jurisdiction. Mr. Hawkins represented the 
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state in numerous meetings during controversial and difficult circumstances. He also 
worked with many of the leading fisheries scientists in our state. 
After retiring from DMF, Mr. Hawkins was appointed to the N.C. Marine Fisheries 
Commission from 2007-2009, serving in an at-large seat. He also received the Governor's 
Award of the Order of the Long Leaf Pine in 2006 and the Governor's Award as Wildlife 
Conservationist of the Year in 1994. 

Since his retirement he has served as an educator at the NC Aquarium, teaching the public 
about ecology and conservation and was an instructor of marine fisheries ecology at Duke 
Marine Laboratory for three years. Mr. Hawkins currently co-teaches marine fisheries 
ecology at NC State CMAST facility and have done so for five years. Mr. Hawkins also 
consulted on scientifically based issues involving fisheries conservation for stakeholder 
groups. 

Mr. Hawkins is also president and owner of Crystal Coast Ecotours for the last 10 years 
in the Morehead City area. He holds a Master's Captain License from the US Coast 
Guard. 

Mr. Christopher Kimrey (Recreational). Mr. Kimrey was enlisted in the United States 
Navy for 6 years and served as an electronics technician for 5 years, before being 
honorable discharged due to a service connected injury. He graduated with honors from 
Carteret Community College in 2003 with an Associates in Arts. He is a PAD! Certified 
Rescue Diver and licensed U.S. Coast Guard Captain (OUPV). 

Mr. Kimrey has owned and operated Custom Saltwater Taxidermy, creating replicas of 
fish for customers worldwide since 1997. For the past 15 years he has been a full-time 
saltwater fishing guide and owner and operator of Mount Maker Charters, based out of 
Atlantic Beach, NC. Mr. Kimrey has completed the first of two sessions of the Marine 
Resource Education Program with the Gulf of Maine Research Institute, and is scheduled 
to complete the second session (currently on hold due to COVID-19). 

Mr. Kimrey has been an active participant in several tagging projects with N.C. State 
University, and N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, which included a 3-year acoustic tagging 
project of cobia and a 5-year anchor tagging project with weakfish. He was an active 
participant in the software pilot program for the South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council For-Hire Pilot Project. He has attended various public forums at the State and 
Federal level pertaining to Marine Fisheries. 

Mr. Kimrey has a life-long history of recreational and commercial fishing and a vast 
knowledge of saltwater fisheries. His charter fishing trips target a wide variety of species 
from the back waters to the Gulf Stream, including species managed by the South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council. Many years of following State and Federal fisheries 
management plans, while spending 200+ days annually on the water gives him a unique 
and unbiased desire to pursue the conservation of our fisheries. 

Mr. Robert Loenz (Recreational). Mr. Lorenz is a graduate of Florida Institute of 
Technology, S.S. Marine Biology. He completed a 29-year career in the pharmaceutical 
industry that started in research and development and culminated in manufacturing 
management. He held technical and management positions within major companies and 
start-ups. He maintained a consulting practice in pharmaceutical technical operations and 
manufacturing controls from 1998-2005. Mr. Lorenz's career expertise was to develop 
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and improve manufacturing and business processes. He assured that processes 
complied with federal regulations, particularly as enforced by FDA, DEA, OSHA, and EPA. 
His specialty was to fix manufacturing operations that were under regulatory and business 
stress, including those operating within consent decrees and US Justice Department 
actions. 

Mr. Lorenz maintains a lifelong interest in saltwater fishing, fisheries management, and 
the environment. He engages in volunteer work and activism for good stewardship of the 
ocean and ocean resources. He strives to maintain appropriate and pragmatic 
consumptive use of fisheries resources for enhanced economic and social vitality, with 
sufficient conservation to maintain sustainable ocean fisheries. He is an avid saltwater 
recreational fisherman and scuba diver. 

Mr. Lorenz is the current Vice Chairman of the South Atlantic Fisheries Management 
Council {SAFMC) Snapper/Grouper Advisory Panel. In 2016 he was invited and 
participated in the SAFMC Citizen Science Design Program Workshop. During 2017 and 
2018 he served as co-chair for a SAFMC Citizen Science Action Team that developed a 
program to recruit, orient and retain volunteers for SAFMC sponsored Citizen Science 
projects. In March 2019 he was a presenter with the SAFMC delegation that presented 
the Council's Citizen Science program to a national symposium held in Raleigh, NC. He 
is a current member on the SAFMC's Citizen Science Operations Committee and 
participated in the Scamp Grouper study pilot project design. 

He completed the Marine Resources Education Program Science and Management 
training modules in 2016. The program educates qualified citizens to better understand 
and participate in federal fisheries and within the regional fisheries management councils. 

For North Carolina fisheries, Mr. Lorenz was Chairman of the NCDMF Sea Turtle Advisory 
Committee 2011 through 2015. He served on the NCDMF Southern Fishery Advisory 
Committee 2014- 2016. He currently serves as a recreational fishing representative from 
NC on the ASMFC Bluefish Advisory Panel. 

Mr. Lorenz was a volunteer on fisheries projects that included SAV surveys, water/seine 
sampling, and tank and specimen maintenance at the NC Aquarium at Fort Fisher. He 
worked as crew on a shrimp boat and pulled a beach seine commercial fishing while 
completing university studies in Florida. 

Mr. Thomas Roller (Recreational) Mr. Roller is the owner and operator of Waterdog 
Guide Service. For the past 17 years, he has been a full-time nearshore and inshore light 
tackle and fly fishing guide operating along the Crystal Coast of North Carolina. Mr. Roller 
is a licensed U.S. Coast Guard captain and spends over 200 days on the water annually 
with clients. Species managed by the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, 
including Spanish and king mackerel, amberjack, and many snapper grouper complex 
species are important mainstays of his guiding business. 

Mr. Roller is an active participant in fisheries management, attending meetings and 
providing input at the state, interstate, and federal levels. He is involved in the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council process and currently serves as a member of the 
Council's Cobia/Mackerel Advisory Panel and Systems Management Plan workgroup. In 
the past, he also served on the Citizen Science Advisory Panel as a member of the 

3 



Education/Outreach Action Team. In addition, he has been a member of the Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council's Bluefish AP since 2015. 

Mr. Roller completed the Gulf of Maine Research lnstitute's Marine Resource Education 
Program for the southeast region in 2017, participating in two in-depth workshops to 
advance his knowledge of fisheries science and management. He encourages students 
to learn about the fisheries management process and regularly serves as a guest speaker 
and informal mentor to graduate students in the marine science community. Mr. Roller 
also contributes on-the-water experience to support data collection for management and 
stock assessment. He volunteered as a field tester to refine the South Atlantic region's 
electronic for-hire logbook software, participates in multiple ongoing fish tagging and fin 
clip studies for the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, and has contributed to multiple 
university research studies. 

Mr. Roller is also a longtime participant in North Carolina's state fisheries management 
process and served on the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission's Blue Crab and 
Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan Advisory Committees from 2017-2020. In 
January 2020, Mr. Roller was appointed to the North Carolina Marine Fisheries 
Commission in the Recreational Industry Seat. 

Mr. Roller is a founding member of the American Saltwater Guides Association, a 
coastwide organization with the mission of promoting sustainable business through marine 
conservation. He currently serves as an executive board member representing the state 
of North Carolina, and serves on the organization's policy committee. He was previously 
a member of the Executive Board of the Coastal Conservation Association of North 
Carollna from 2014 to January 2020 and served on the organization's Fisheries 
Committee as chairman from February 2016 to 2018. Mr. Roller received a B.A. in English 
and history from Duke University in 2003. 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the nomination process for a N.C. at-large seat to 
the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council. 

Sincerely, 

ti~, 
Enclosures 

cc: Dionne Delli-Gatti 
Rob Bizzell 
John Batherson 
Cole Jordan 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

ATLANTA 30334-0900 

Brian P. Kemp 
GOVERNOR 

Paul Doremus, Ph.D. 

Act Assistant Administrator for Fisheries 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

1315 East-West Highway 

Room 14636 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

ATTN: Morgan Corey 

Dear Dr. Doremus: 

In response to Mr. Chris Oliver's request of January 11th, I am pleased to submit nominations for 

two appointments to the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC} to fill the 

obligatory seat currently held by Dr. Kyle Christensen and the Georgia at-large seat currently held 

by Mr. Arnold G. (Spud) Woodward. 

Pursuant to §302(b)(2)(B) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 

the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR), on my behalf, consulted with interested 

parties to generate a list of potential nominees, including women and minorities. Over 50,000 

invitations to nominate were mailed, e-mailed, or posted to social media, and included the fishing 

and diving industry, conservation non-governmental organizations, academic institutions, 

members of natural resource management advisory panels and members of the public. 

Additionally, press releases were sent to the media. Attachment 1 provides an abbreviated list of 

the organizations contacted. Seven nominations were received, including one female. Six 

nominees are qualified to serve, and background checks have been completed by the DNR Law 

Enforcement Division. Below, I have submitted my nominations for each seat in my preferred 

order as requested and based on advice given by DNR. Also included in the pdf file are 

recommendation letters from Congressman Buddy Carter and Congressman Austin Scott 

supporting the re-appointment of the current members. 

For the Georgia obligatory seat, I offer three nominations. I wish to re-nominate Dr. Kyle D. 

Christiansen, recreational, as my preferred candidate. Dr. Christiansen is a veterinarian who 

resides and practices in Richmond Hill. An avid saltwater angler, he is a member of the Savannah 

Sportfishing Club and the Offshore Outlaws Sportfishing Club, and participates in numerous 

saltwater fishing tournaments, from North Carolina to Costa Rica. I nominated, and Dr. 



Christiansen was appointed, to his first term on the SAFMC in 2018. Prior to that he represented 

Georgia as a member of the SAFMC Dolphin/Wahoo AP for eight years. By all accounts, Georgia 

has been well served by his representation of the 'recreational fishing' sector and I look forward 

to his continued participation on the council. 

Also nominated for the obligatory seat are the following capable Georgians: 

Dr. Russel Kent, recreational. Dr. Kent's experience includes more than 50 years as a recreational 

angler, participation in numerous tournaments, serving on a Research Area Working Group for 

the Gray's Reef National Marine Sanctuary, and many years with the Coastal Conservation 

Association, including former Chairman and Board Member of the Georgia Chapter as well as 

holding national office. 

Captain Judy Lynn Helmey, recreational. A veteran offshore and inshore saltwater fishing guide, 

Captain Judy Helmey has owned and operated Miss Judy Charters (based in Savannah) since 

1970. A well-known outdoor writer and speaker, Captain Helmey has in the past served on the 

SAFMC's Marine Protected Area AP and Snapper-Grouper AP. She has also served on the Board 

of Directors of the Coastal Conservation Association of Georgia. 

For the Georgia at-large seat, I offer three nominations. I wish to re-nominate Mr. Arnold G. 

(Spud) Woodward, 'other', as my preferred candidate. Mr. Woodward has served Georgia well 

on SAFMC, most recently since 2018. Mr. Woodward retired in 2017 from the Georgia DNR after 

34 years of faithful service, having held many positions including director of the Coastal 

Resources Division from 2009 to 2017 and chief of marine fisheries prior to that. While Chief of 

Marine Fisheries, he represented Georgia for three years on the Council. Woodward also serves 

as Georgia's administrative commissioner to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

where he is currently the vice-chair. The combination of serving on both the council and 

commission serves both parties, and Georgia, well. He earned a bachelor's degree from Augusta 

University and a master's degree from the University of Tennessee. Mr. Woodward brings a 

strong management through science focus to the council as well as his personal joy of fishing. I 

am confident that in representing the 'other' sector, he will provide a fair and balanced 

examination of the facts as presented in the SAFMC fishery management plans. 

Additional nominees for an at-large seat are the following worthy Georgians: 

Mr. Charles Phillips, commercial. Mr. Phillips has worked in commercial fisheries in coastal 

Georgia for over 45 years. He currently has South Atlantic federal commercial fishing permits for 

king mackerel, snapper/grouper, dolphin/wahoo and wreckfish. He also owns a wholesale and 

retail business for farmed and wild clams and oysters and has owned/operated commercial 

shrimping and long line vessels. He faithfully served as an SAFMC member from 2009-2018 and 

is eligible for re-appointment. 

Mr. John Wallace, commercial. A native of McIntosh County, Georgia, Mr. Wallace has worked 

in the commercial fishing industry aboard vessels and in seafood production. He is a former 

president of the Georgia Shrimp Association and Marketing Program Director for the Wild 

American Shrimp initiative. Mr. Wallace previously served two terms on the Council beginning 

in 2003. In 2009, Mr. Wallace stepped down from the council, recognizing that others could 



better serve the interests before the council at that time. Mr. Wallace is willing to serve another 
term only if a more qualified, knowledgeable candidate cannot be found. 

Regarding the at-large seat currently held by North Carolinian Mrs. Anna Beckwith, I respectfully 
decline to nominate a Georgian in recognition of the long-standing agreement between member 
states that each would have an at-large council member. 

Thank you for the opportunity to nominate these outstanding Georgians for appointment to the 

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council. 

Sincerely, 

i:fL-
Bnan P. Kemp 

Attachments 

cc: Commissioner Mark Williams 
Coastal Resources Division Director Doug Haymans 



RON DESANTIS 
GOVERNOR 

,.P���¼ 

( 

r l
!' 

\ 

March 15, 2021 

Dr. Paul Doremus 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 14636 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Dear Dr. Doremus: 

This letter is in response to your request for nominations to the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, for the seat held by Art Sapp. My office consulted with members of 
recreational and commercial fishing interests and these discussions highlighted the importance 
of saltwater fishing that supports jobs and economic vitality in Florida, particularly in our 
coastal communities. We received recommendations and endorsements from numerous 
individuals and organizations who care deeply about the management of our saltwater 
fisheries: 

Representative Thad Altman, Florida's 52nd District 
Max Alvarez, Sunshine Gasoline Distributors, Inc. 
Jeff Angers, President, Center for Sportfishing Policy 
Trip Aukerman, Coastal Conservation Association Florida 
Eric Brazer, Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Shareholders' Alliance 
Carol Dover, President & CEO, Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association 
Brett Fitzgerald, Chief Executive Officer for the Angler Action Foundation 
Christ Horton, Senior Director, Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation 
Bill Kelly, Executive Director of the Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen's Association 
Mike Merrifield, Cape Canaveral Shrimp Company 
Wayne Mills, Chairman, Ocean Research & Conservation Association 
Kellie Ralston, Southeast Fisheries Policy Director, American Sportfishing Association 
Mitchel Roffer, President, Fishing Oceanography, Inc. 
Jerry Sansom, Executive Director, Organized Fishermen of Florida 
Frank Timmons, Captain, Off the Grid Fishing Charters 
Keith Winsten, Executive Director, Brevard Zoo 
Torn Williamson, President, Cocoa Beach Area Hotel and Lodging Association 
Senator Tom Wright, Florida's 14th District 
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GOVERNOR 

Dr. Paul Doremus 
March 15, 2021 
Page Two 

After careful consideration of each applicant, I am pleased to nominate the individuals 
listed below for the seat currently held by Art Sapp. These nominees are well qualified for their 
sector and would make excellent candidates for appointment to the Council. Given the serious 
challenges facing saltwater fishery management in the State of Florida, I am providing my 
nominations in order of preference and ask that you give strong consideration to the preferred 
nominee. 

I am recommending Laurilee Thompson as the preferred choice for appointment to the 
Council. She is the co-owner of Dixie Crossroads, a southern seafood restaurant in Titusville, 
Florida. Ms. Thompson has served on the Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program 
Management Board since 2016. She also began serving on the Brevard County Save Our Indian 
River Lagoon Citizen Oversight Committee in 2019. In 1997 she founded the Space Coast 
Birding and Wildlife Festival, an annual event with seminar presenters and high-quality field 
trips. She earned her associate degree in Oceanographic Technology from the Florida Institute 
of Technology. 

My second recommendation is Juan "John" Sanchez. He is the General Manager of 
Commercial Fuels for Sunshine Gasoline Distributors, Inc. Mr. Sanchez was previously the Vice 
President and General Manager of Blaylock Oil Company. He has been serving on the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council since 2012 and served on the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council from 1997-2000. Mr. Sanchez is the former Executive Director of the 
Momoe County Commercial Fishermen, now known as the Florida Keys Commercial 
Fishermen's Association. He earned his bachelor's degree in Psychology from St. Thomas 
University. 

My third recommendation is Art Sapp. He has been the Captain of Native Son Fishing 
Charters since 2010. Mr. Sapp was appointed to the South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council in 2018. He was a Commercial Fisherman from 1988-2015. He has participated in 
numerous fishing tournaments including the Cove Sailfish Tournament, Operation Sailfish 
Tournament, Silver Sailfish Derby Tournament, and the Hope Town United Tournament. Mr. 
Sapp holds a Master, 100 Ton License. 
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In summary, my recommendations for the at-large seat are as follows: 

1. Laurilee Thompson 
2. Juan "John" Sanchez 
3. Art Sapp 

I appreciate your consideration of my nominations for Council appointment and look 
forward to seeing citizens of Florida continue their service on the Council in ways that will help 
ensure wise and sustainable use of our valuable saltwater fishery resources. Please contact my 
office if you have questions or require additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Ron DeSantis 
Governor 

RD/kk 
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