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The Deepwater Horizon Oceanic Fish Restoration 
Project has successfully helped to restore pelagic 
fish in the Gulf thanks to participation from area 
pelagic longline fishermen who have helped re-
duce fishing pressure on pelagic fish species.

Many pelagic fish in the Gulf of Mexico were injured or killed as a result  

of the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The Deepwater Horizon Oceanic 

Fish Restoration Project, a fisherman-led initiative organized by the 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), has focused on reducing 

bycatch to help restore pelagic fish affected by the spill. 

Since 2017, about half of the pelagic longline fleet in the Gulf of Mexico 

has chosen to participate in the temporary project, which has two parts:

1. Volunteer vessel owners are compensated to refrain from using 

pelagic longline gear during a repose for six months of the year, 

which allows fish to grow and reproduce. 

2. During the repose, participants have the option to continue to fish 

using up to two of three alternative gear types provided by the 

project: greenstick gear for yellowfin tuna; buoy gear for swordfish 

and yellowfin tuna; and deep drop rod and reel gear for swordfish. 

DEEPWATER HORIZON OCEANIC 
FISH RESTORATION PROJECT

Supporting a healthier Gulf of Mexico

About the Project

The Deepwater Horizon Oceanic Fish 

Restoration Project is tailored to restore 

resources injured by the 2010 oil spill and 

does not change existing management 

practices or regulations. This is one of 

many projects designed by the Open 

Ocean Trustee Implementation Group 

to benefit the natural resources in the 

Gulf of Mexico using funds from the 

legal settlement with BP.

For More Information

To learn more about Gulf restoration, 

please visit: 

www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/

restoration-areas/open-ocean

To learn more about the project,  

please visit:  www.nfwf.org/pll

http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-areas/open-ocean
http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-areas/open-ocean
http://www.nfwf.org/pll
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Project Results

NOAA collected data from the 2017-2019 project years. 

This data shows that restoration goals — to reduce 

fish mortality and help restore more than 60 species of 

pelagic fish in the Gulf — have been met. Other results: 

• The project has exceeded its goal every year  

(2017-2019) to allow approximately 25,000 pounds 

of fish per participating vessel to remain in the Gulf 

of Mexico. 

• In total, participating vessel owners allowed 

approximately 23,000 individual pelagic fish (about one million pounds), including yellowfin tuna and bluefin tuna, to 

remain in the Gulf during the 2017-2019 project years alone.

• Although alternative gear was found to have lower catch rates than pelagic longline gear, the alternative gear was found 

to be extremely effective at allowing non-target fish to remain alive. Almost 90% of all fish discarded from alternative gear 

were released alive.

Furthermore, the fishermen’s participation and testing of gear has helped NOAA and NFWF better understand how the 

alternative gear works in the fishery and gives fishermen the opportunity to fish with these gear types. 

Fishermen are Restoring the Gulf

Pelagic fish are in better shape because of the 

actions of this fleet. Participating vessel owners have 

reduced pressure on pelagic fish and are supporting 

a healthier Gulf of Mexico for generations to come. A 

restored fishery will allow for a more plentiful catch, 

and benefit vessel owners and countless others whose 

livelihoods depend on a healthy Gulf.

Adaptive Management Changes

NFWF and NOAA are working directly with 

stakeholders to find additional ways to make the 

project work better for fish, fishermen, and other 

stakeholders. They have modified the project over 

the years in response to feedback, by adding more 

alternative gear choices, providing additional training 

and resources to participants, better engaging with 

stakeholders, and hiring a dealer liaison.

According to one participant, 
“I am very invested in helping 
make alternative gear 
more effective for future 
generations of fishermen.”


