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Dear Ms. Raimondo:

Happy New Year and best wishes in 2021. Congratulations on your recent appointment as the 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce.

National Oceanic arid Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries is responsible for 
overseeing the distribution of $300 million authorized in the CARES Act, and another $300 
friillion authorized in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, t6; certain fisheries participants 
affected by OOVID-19. The agency is in a key role to determine the fate of many fishery 
operations, as decisions about the allocation of funds, approval of spending plans, and the 
timeliness of both will be a lifeline for some; for others, aid may be too little, too late, or out of 
reach due to arbitrary disqualifications.

As NOAA looks toward distributing the next round of fundirig, it will be important for the 
agency to act and approve plans quickly to ensure that allocations for Alaska, which produces 
two-thirds of America’ s commercial fish harvest fairly reflects the scale and scope of our 
fisheries and the COVID-19-related impacts burdening our state’s fisheries. Revenue losses for 
Alaska’s salmon and herring fisheries, for example, are down more than 60 percent from the 
prior year; when combined with other fisheries losses that ripple through our state, the 
cumulative impacts are devastating for many. The State of Alaska hopes to work with NOAA 
Fisheries to help COVID-19 relief funds for Alaska fisheries deliver the greatest possible 
benefits. '

I am proud of the work that the State of Alaska and the people involved in Alaska fisheries have 
accomplished during the pandemic. The fact that fisheries continued at all is a testament to that ■ 
work. Despite this effort, the economic blow to the fisheries has been substantial. Cratered 
demand, higher operating costs, and travel restrictions are impacts that have put everyone 
involved in this sector at jeopardy.
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The State of Alaska Department of Labor reports that in 2019 Alaska fisheries provided 9,000 
seafood-processing jobs, 7,700 seafood-harvesting jobs, and 200 sport-fishing jobs. Fisheries is 
the number one employer in our state, and we respectfully ask this be taken into account when 
determining Alaska’s share of any fisheries relief.

I urge you to adopt a rational allocation of the fisheries aid contained within the recent omnibus 
bill’s Division M, Title I. Specifically, Congress’ intent in both bills has been to aid the people 
involved in the fisheries economy. The May 2020 allocation of Section 12005 of the CARES Act 
appeared somewhat arbitrary, particularly given the equal allocation to Washington and Alaska 
fishery sectors.

Alaskans were engaged in the commercial aspect of Alaska fisheries (commercial/sport 
guide/processor). I maintain that the allocation of the Division M monies should be based on this 
employment number in each state.

If my team can be of assistance in providing further information about this allocation approach, 
please do not hesitate to contact John Moller, Policy Advisor on Rural Affairs and Commercial 
Fishing or Kip Knudson, Director of State/Federal Relations.

I look forward to working with you in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Mike Dunleavy 
Governor

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate
The Honorable Dan Sullivan, United States Senate
The Honorable Don Young, United States House of Representatives
Kip Knudson, Director of State/Federal Relations, Office of the Governor
John Moller, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor
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