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1. Title of Discussion:  Developing criteria, metrics, and priorities for evaluating the 

effectiveness of marine mammal deterrents 
 
2. Presenters:  Kristy Long 

National Marine Mammal Take Reduction Program Coordinator 
Office of Protected Resources 

 
     
3. Objective/Purpose (Informational, New Task) 
 
Provide an overview of the MMPA provisions for safely deterring marine mammals and discuss the 
opportunity for MAFAC to provide advice to assist developing criteria, metrics, and priorities for 
evaluating the effectiveness of marine mammal deterrents. 
 
4. Background/Synopsis 
 
The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) allows for specified persons (e.g. the owner of fishing gear 
or catch) to employ measures to deter marine mammals from damaging fishing gear, catch, personal or 
public property, or endangering personal safety, as long as these measures do not result in death or 
serious injury of marine mammals. The MMPA directs the Secretary of Commerce, through NOAA 
Fisheries, to publish a list of “guidelines” for use in safely deterring marine mammals and to recommend 
“specific measures” which may be used to nonlethally deter marine mammals listed under the 
Endangered Species Act. While the guidelines and specific measures are not mandatory, the MMPA 
provides liability protection for any take that results from using deterrence measures that are consistent 
with the guidelines or specific measures.  
 
NOAA Fisheries proposed guidelines for safely deterring marine mammals in August 2020. Although 
the analysis of the proposed guidelines considered the impacts of a particular deterrent on a marine 
mammal (i.e., whether likely to kill or seriously injure), it clearly stated that the Agency had not 
evaluated whether deterrents are effective at actually deterring marine mammals.   
 
We received a lot of public input and interest surrounding effectiveness of deterrents. Given limited 
resources, NMFS would like to develop priorities for testing the effectiveness of specific deterrents on 
one or more marine mammal species. Additionally, it would be useful to have a standardized list of 
metrics to determine effectiveness. The resulting priorities and metrics would provide guidance to both 
the agency and external partners who are interested in testing the effectiveness of deterrents.  
 
We propose that MAFAC could contribute and provide advice to assist development of criteria, metrics, 
and priorities for evaluating the effectiveness of marine mammal deterrents. This could include 
recommending a list of high priorities to test for effectiveness based on various criteria that they would 
develop.  MAFAC could also develop a standard data collection template to use when conducting 
research so that results could be compared across deterrent devices/techniques. 
 
5. Action to be taken by MAFAC members: Assign this task to the Protected Resources 
Subcommittee. 


