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1. Title of Discussion: Offshore Wind Development Science Updates 

2. Presenters: Andy Lipsky 
Fisheries & Offshore Wind Lead 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center 

3. Objective/Purpose (Informational, Update)

Provide an overview of scientific needs and advancements of wind development in the marine 
environment, focusing on scientific support for the regulatory process, federal scientific survey 
mitigation, and research on understanding interactions with NOAA trust resources. 

4. Background/Synopsis

Offshore wind energy development is rapidly advancing in marine waters of the United States. 
President Biden plans to double offshore wind production by 2030 to address the impacts of 
climate change and energy security. The Administration has set a 30 gigawatts (GW) goal of new 
offshore wind energy by 2030 and a pathway to 110 GW by 2050. In the Northeastern U.S., there 
are 16 active leases that will result in 25 project developments encompassing over 1.7 million 
acres with an additional 800,000 acres planned for leasing in the New York Bight and future 
leasing for the Gulf of Maine. Additional leasing for the Gulf of Mexico and Pacific coasts is 
expected in 2021 and 2022. The scale, magnitude, and rapid expansion requires immediate 
attention to address the significant interactions between offshore wind and all NOAA trust 
resources. The environmental review of these projects will take significant regulatory and scientific 
resources. In addition, because current NOAA survey designs and sampling methods are largely 
incompatible with wind energy areas, new and innovative ecosystem observation technologies are 
needed. Finally, scientific research to address these needs is critical to balancing coexistence of 
offshore wind, fisheries, and protected species, while achieving U.S. climate policy objectives.  

NOAA Fisheries is working at regional, national, and international levels to address these needs. 
This presentation will provide an update to MAFAC on efforts by NOAA Fisheries to address 
scientific support for the regulatory process, federal survey mitigation efforts, and research on 
understanding interactions of offshore wind energy with NOAA trust resources. 




