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1. Title of Discussion:  Recreational Fisheries Activities  
 
2. Presenters:  Russ Dunn 

National Policy Advisor for Recreational Fisheries 
NOAA Fisheries 

 
     
3. Objective/Purpose (Informational) 
 
Provide an update on recent engagement activities, progress on implementation of the Modern Fish 
Act, and discuss the planning activities underway for the 4th National Saltwater Recreational Fisheries 
Summit, tentatively scheduled for May 29-30, 2022 in Arlington, Virginia. 
 
4. Background/Synopsis 
 
NOAA’s Recreational Fisheries Initiative adjusted outreach and engagement activities to the virtual 
environment during the COVID-19 pandemic to maintain agency awareness and a visible public 
presence. Virtual workshops and roundtables, grant opportunities, video production, and other projects 
allowed us to continue public engagement and expand subject areas as issues arose. 
 
The Modernizing Recreational Fisheries Management Act (P.L. 115–405) seeks to expand recreational 
fishing opportunities through enhanced marine fishery conservation and management. To achieve this 
goal, the Act mandated a number of reports to Congress and affirmed authority to utilize various 
management techniques in recreational and mixed-use fisheries. Since the Act was signed into law 
(December 28, 2018), NOAA Fisheries and other federal and non-federal entities have worked to fully 
implement the statute. 
 
The 4th National Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Summit, is tentatively scheduled for May 29-30, 2022 
in Arlington, Virginia. As with the previous Summits, NOAA Fisheries is collaborating with the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission to help plan and host the Summit. The agenda is in development 
and staff will be consolidating all inputs and suggestions with the assistance of a steering committee to 
shape the final agenda and discussion topics. 
 
Staff began discussing potential topics with the Recreational Fisheries Subcommittee at the April 30 
meeting. Time is set aside for the Subcommittee to reconvene to continue this discussion and 
answering the following: 
 

1) Are there specific topics that you recommend to be a part of the 2022 Recreational Fisheries 
Summit discussion agenda?  

2) Why are those topics important to discuss at a national level? 
3) For those topics, what would constitute a successful outcome at the Summit?  Long-term? 

 
 
5. Action to be taken by MAFAC members: Continue the discussion on potential topics for the 2022 
Recreational Fisheries Summit, and in particular focus on potential outcomes for the Summit. 




