
 

 

March 31, 2021 
 

 
 

Via Electronic Mail 

Mr. Todd Leopold 
County Executive Officer 
County of Placer 
3091 County Center Drive 
Auburn, CA 95603 
TLeopold@placer.ca.gov 

 
Ms. Jennifer Hanson 
City Manager 
City of Lincoln 
600 6th Street 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
Jennifer.Hanson@lincolnca.gov 

 
Mr. Andrew Fecko 
General Manager 
Placer County Water Agency 
144 Ferguson Road 
Auburn, CA 95603 
afecko@pcwa.net 

 
Mr. Robert Weygandt 
Chairman 
Placer Conservation Authority 
3091 County Center Drive 
Auburn, CA 95603 
rweygand@placer.ca.gov 

 

Mr. Michael Luken 
Executive Director 
South Placer Regional Transportation Authority 
299 Nevada Street 
Auburn, CA 95603 
mluken@pctpa.net 

 
Re: Issuance of Section 10(a)(1)(B) Incidental Take Permit 

 
Enclosed is Incidental Take Permit 25641, issued to the County of Placer, City of Lincoln, South 
Placer Regional Transportation Authority (SPRTA), Placer County Water Agency (PCWA), and 
the Placer Conservation Authority (PCA) (collectively, the permittees) under the authority of 
section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The permit authorizes the permittees, 
while carrying out Covered Activities of the Placer County Conservation Program (PCCP) 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), to incidentally take threatened California Central Valley 
steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss). Additionally, the permit includes Central Valley (CV) fall- 
run Chinook salmon and CV late fall-run Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha), which are 
designated as a species of concern under the ESA. The permit-term is 50 years, covering 
activities as described in the permittees’ Placer County Conservation Program Habitat 
Conservation Plan. 

 
NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requires that the individuals acting under 
the authority of Permit 25641 review the permit before engaging in the permitted activities. 
Please sign and date the last page and: (1) email a PDF file of the signature page to 
neal.mcintosh@noaa.gov; or (2) mail a photocopy to Neal McIntosh at the NMFS California 
Central Valley Office, 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100, Sacramento, California 95814. NMFS 
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prefers email for all communication and reporting for this permit. Please note that you are not 
authorized to conduct activities under Permit 25641 that incidentally take ESA listed species 
until we receive a signed copy of the signature page. 

 
We direct your attention to section III, which describes the permit conditions. Permit 25641 
authorizes take at the levels, by the means, in the areas, and for the purposes stated in the permit 
application. The permit is also subject to annual authorization based on the reported annual take 
and compliance with the permit conditions. Annual reports are due by July 1 of each year 
covering the previous calendar year. NMFS shall be notified within 24 hours if the ecological 
surrogate or individual species take threshold is exceeded. The permittees shall continue to 
coordinate with NMFS during all phases of implementation and monitoring by issuing annual 
reports throughout the implementation of the PCCP. 

 
If you have any questions concerning this permit, please contact Neal McIntosh at 
neal.mcintosh@noaa.gov or 916-930-5647. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Enclosure 

mailto:neal.mcintosh@noaa.gov
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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
PERMIT TO INCIDENTALLY TAKE ENDANGERED/THREATENED SPECIES 

 
Permit Number: 25641 

 
Effective Date: The first business day after all of the following: 

• The Implementing Agreement has been fully executed by all parties, 
• The following permits have been issued for the PCCP: 

○ Section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permit by National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) 

○ Section 10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permit by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) 

○ Natural Community Conservation Plan Act permit by California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW), and 

• All applicable implementing ordinances have been adopted by Placer County and the City of 
Lincoln and have taken effect as described in section 8.2.3.1 of the PCCP. 

 
Expiration Date: Fifty years from the effective date. 

 
Permittee: Placer County Conservation Program Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community 

Conservation Plan Permittees: 
 

1. County of Placer 
2. City of Lincoln 
3. Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) 
4. South Placer Regional Transportation Authority (SPRTA) 
5. Placer Conservation Authority (PCA) 

 
Principal Officers and Contacts: 

 
1. County of Placer 

Todd Leopold 
County Executive Officer 
3091 County Center Drive 
Auburn, CA 95603 
530-889-4028 

 
2. City of Lincoln 

Jennifer Hanson 
City Manager 
600 6th Street 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916-434-2400 

 
3. South Placer Regional Transportation Authority 

Michael Luken 
Executive Director 
299 Nevada Street 
Auburn, CA 95603 
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4. Placer County Water Agency 
Andrew Fecko 
General Manager 
144 Ferguson Road 
Auburn, CA 95603 
530-823-4850 

 
5. Placer Conservation Authority 

Robert Weygandt 
Chairman 
3091 County Center Drive 
Auburn, CA 95603 
530-889-4028 

 
 

Reporting Requirements: 
Reports, as described in the final PCCP HCP document dated May 2020, the associated 
Implementing Agreement (IA), and the NMFS biological opinion (BO), shall be submitted to 
NMFS preferably by email to ccvo.consultationrequests@noaa.gov or by mail to NMFS’ California 
Central Valley Office, 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100, Sacramento, CA 95814. Annual reports are 
due to NMFS by July 1 of each year covering the previous calendar year. 

 
I. Abstract: 

 
The permittees are authorized incidental take of one ESA-listed anadromous species under NMFS’ 
jurisdiction. Incidental take will be associated with potential future growth, operation, and 
maintenance carried out by the permittees (i.e., Covered Activities). Covered Activities can occur 
within approximately 212,000 acres of western Placer County, California, and parts of Sutter 
County, California (i.e., Plan Area). Two unlisted anadromous salmonids occurring within the Plan 
Area, which are also under NMFS’ jurisdiction, are also covered by this permit. 

 
The PCCP utilizes a combination of conservation measures that are expected to minimize and 
mitigate the impacts of take of the anadromous species addressed in the PCCP. The PCCP includes 
an administrative framework that supports the development, implementation, and refinement of the 
minimization and mitigation measures. The PCCP also includes a variety of protection measures 
designed to restore and maintain riverine, riparian, and upslope processes that create, restore, and 
maintain aquatic habitat. To ensure that the mitigation and minimization strategies are effective, the 
PCCP incorporates a variety of monitoring, research, and reporting components that will provide 
feedback for use by adaptive management provisions. Based on this information, adjustments can 
be made to the conservation management activities set forth in chapter 5 of the PCCP. 

 
II. Authorization of Incidental Take: 

 
The County of Placer, City of Lincoln, SPRTA, PCWA, and PCA (the permittees), and their 
designees conducting Covered Activities in the Plan Area, as those terms are defined in PCCP 
sections 2.6 and 1.2.1, respectively, and IA section 3, are hereby authorized incidental take of one 
listed threatened species (see Table 1), subject to provisions of the IA, the provisions of section 10 
of the ESA, as amended (16 USC § 1531-1543), NMFS regulations regarding ESA-listed species 

mailto:ccvo.consultationrequests@noaa.gov
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permits (50 CFR § 222.301-222.307), and the conditions hereinafter set forth. Take authorization 
will become effective for the currently unlisted species covered by this permit (see Table 1) 
concurrent with the listing of those species under the ESA. If either of these unlisted species 
become listed, take is authorized to the extent that take of these species would otherwise be 
prohibited under ESA section 9 and its implementing regulations, or pursuant to a special rule 
promulgated under ESA section 4(d). In the event of a conflict between the provisions of the permit 
and the IA, the terms of the the permit shall govern. 

 
Covered Activities that may cause incidental take of listed species will be conducted throughout the 
Plan Area. The PCCP Plan Area covers approximately 212,000 acres of western Placer County, 
California and parts of Sutter County, California. The Plan Area is split into two main parts. Plan 
Area A is where all future growth and most of the Covered Activities will take place. Plan Area B 
comprises several additional areas in Placer County and in adjacent Sutter County where only 
specific Covered Activities may occur. 

 
The proposed PCCP and its associated documents clearly identify anticipated impacts to affected 
species likely to result from the proposed taking and the measures that are necessary and 
appropriate to minimize those impacts. The incidental take of these species is expected to be in the 
form of harm, harassment, injury, and death. All conservation measures described in the PCCP, 
together with the terms and conditions described in the IA and the incidental take statement (ITS) of 
the NMFS BO are hereby incorporated by reference as conditions of this permit. 

 
All of the conditions in this permit are non-discretionary and must be undertaken for the exemptions 
under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA to apply. 

 
Table 1. List of anadromous salmonid species covered by Permit #25641 

ITP Species ESA Listing Status 

Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss)    

California Central Valley distinct population segment Threatened 

Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)    

Central Valley Fall-run evolutionarily significant unit (ESU)* Unlisted 

Central Valley Late Fall-run ESU* Unlisted 

*These two runs are included in a single ESU. 
 

III. Conditions: 
 

1. NMFS regulations governing ESA listed species permits (50 CFR §§ 222.301-222.307) are 
conditions of this permit. 

 
2. The authorization granted by this permit is subject to full and complete compliance with and 

implementation of the HCP and the IA, both of which are hereby incorporated into this 
permit. 
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3. The permittees and their designees are authorized the amount and extent of incidental take 
as is described in the HCP and the ITS of the NMFS BO. 

 
4. All Terms and Conditions outlined in the BO must be followed. 

 
5. The permit, HCP, and IA are binding upon the permittees and all of their designees 

conducting Covered Activities in the Plan Area as those terms are defined in the HCP and 
the IA. 

 
6. The required PCCP conservation strategy is described in chapter 5 of the PCCP and is 

approved as constituted on the effective date. Any changes to the HCP shall be subject to 
the provisions of the IA, section 13 Modification and Amendments. 

 
7. A copy of this permit, including the accompanying HCP and related agreements, must be 

available to personnel and designees of the permittees. The permittees shall ensure that all 
applicable provisions of this permit are presented and clearly explained to all persons 
carrying out activities covered by the permit and that said persons are made aware of all 
applicable requirements. 

 
8. The permittees shall refer to permit number 25641 in all correspondence and reports 

concerning permit activities. Any questions about this permit should be directed to NMFS 
preferably by email to ccvo.consultationrequests@noaa.gov or by mail to NMFS’ California 
Central Valley Office, 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

 
9. Reports described in the HCP, NMFS BO, and IA shall be submitted to NMFS preferably by 

email to ccvo.consultationrequests@noaa.gov or by mail to NMFS’ California Central 
Valley Office, 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100, Sacramento, CA 95814. Annual reports are 
due to NMFS by July 1 of each year covering the previous calendar year. 

 
10. This permit does not relieve the permittees from compliance with applicable foreign, state, 

local, or other federal law. 
 

11. The permittees, in effecting the take authorized by this permit, are considered to have 
accepted the terms and conditions of this permit, the applicable regulations, and the ESA. 

 
12. As provided for in section 14.7 of the IA, upon request by NMFS, the permittees will use 

their best efforts to allow NMFS, or any other person(s) duly designated by NMFS, to 
inspect the lands on which Covered Activities have occurred or are expected to occur if such 
activities pertain to: 1) activities for which take of listed species is authorized by this 
permit, 2) ESA listed species covered by this permit, or 3) NMFS’ responsibilities under the 
ESA. 

 
13. The permittees are responsible for the activities of their designees who are operating under 

the authority of this permit. Such activities include, but are not limited to, capturing, 
handling, releasing, transporting, maintaining, and caring for any fish authorized to be taken 
by this permit. 

 
14. For unlisted covered species identified in the HCP and in Table 1 of this permit, the permit 

will take effect upon the listing of a species as endangered.  For an unlisted covered species 

mailto:ccvo.consultationrequests@noaa.gov
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that becomes listed as threatened, the permit will take effect upon the effective date of a rule 
under ESA section 4(d) prohibiting take of the species. 

 
15. Upon locating any dead, injured, or sick individuals of any listed species covered by this 

permit, the permittees shall, within one working day, notify the NMFS California Central 
Valley Office. Instruction for the proper handling and disposition of such specimens will be 
issued at that time. Care must be taken in handling sick or injured specimens to ensure 
effective treatment and care and in the handling of dead specimens to preserve biological 
material in the best possible state. This condition does not apply to carcasses of listed fish 
that have already spawned. 

 
16. The fee in 50 CFR 222.307(d)(5) to cover the cost of issuance of this permit has been 

waived. 
 

 
 

Acceptance of the permit serves as evidence that the permittees agree to abide by all 
conditions stated. 
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