
Amendment 17 to the Fishery Management Plan for  

The Scallop Fishery Off Alaska 

 

Additions are in red. Words indicated with a strikethrough (e.g. strikethrough) should be 
deleted from the FMP. 

3.2.12 Recordkeeping and Reporting Requirements  

The State may implement recordkeeping and reporting requirements as necessary to meet the 
management objectives of the FMP. As the scallop fishery has grown over the years, so has our 
knowledge of the species. Information gained through scientific surveys, research, and fishermen's 
observations have all led to a better understanding of the biology, environmental requirements, and 
behavior of Alaska’s scallop stocks. Because management decisions are made inseason based on fishery 
data from the fleet, the State’s catch and processing reporting requirements are an important 
component in achieving the management objectives of the FMP.  

Information collected by the State Scallop Observer Program and from industry reports constitutes the 
standardized bycatch reporting methodology for the scallop fishery. The standardized reporting 
methodology means established, consistent procedures used to collect, record, and report catch and 
bycatch in the fisheries. One of the purposes of the Observer Program (Section 3.2.11) and industry 
reports is to collect, record, and report king and Tanner crab and halibut bycatch data. Observer data is 
relayed frequently to ADF&G and the scallop industry in order to avoid areas of high crab bycatch. 

Monitoring bycatch in the scallop fishery has been an important objective of the management of the 
fishery due to the potentially high-impact nature of dredge gear. Scientific evaluation of the information 
collected through the Observer Program is used to assess the amount of bycatch occurring in the fishery 
and inform the development of conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, 
minimize bycatch and bycatch mortality. The Council will recommend changes to regulations when 
necessary on the basis of such information. 

NMFS should coordinate with ADF&G to the extent possible to gather data needed to improve 
understanding of scallop stock dynamics and the effect of exploitation on the stock’s capacity to 
produce MSY on a continuing basis. Useful data would include information on: (1) stock abundance and 
size/age structure; (2) scallop biology, life history, and stock production parameters; (3) analyses of 
population thresholds and recruitment overfishing; (4) estimation of optimum dredge ring size or 
minimum shell height based on studies of rates of growth and mortality; (5) investigations of 
exploitation rates and alternative management strategies; (6) genetic stock structure; and (7) new gear 
designs to reduce bycatch and to minimize adverse effects on bottom habitat. These objectives may be 
attained, in part, through use of data collected by the scallop observer program. However, stock 
assessments and other scallop research will be dependent on Federal funding, State of Alaska general 
fund appropriations, or future amendments to the FMP that would authorize experimental fishing under 
Federal permit conditions. 


