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Hook, Line, and Sinker: How Puget Sound Recreational 
Fisheries are Managed 

Recreational fishing is a multi-million dollar a year industry in Washington state alone, supporting over 15,000 jobs 
throughout the state, and catering to almost a million anglers annually.  Managing these fisheries to ensure 
sustainability, while providing diverse opportunities, is vitally important.  For salmon fisheries in the Puget Sound 
Region, this task is further complicated by the fact that many Puget Sound salmon stocks, including the iconic 
Chinook, or King, Salmon, are a listed species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  Providing fishing 
opportunities directed on salmon in the Puget Sound Region is a delicate balancing act between sustainability, 
rebuilding wild salmon runs, Tribal ceremonial and subsistence fisheries, commercial fisheries, and recreational 
fisheries.  This talk will briefly describe the salmon season setting process, known as North of Falcon, and how 
this balance is achieved.  I will also discuss how in-season monitoring and management is conducted in both the 
marine and freshwater environment.  In the marine areas, a combination of test fishing, boat sampling, and 

dockside creel sampling are used to collect information on 
effort and total encounters to ensure fisheries stay within 
agreed upon quotas.  In the freshwater areas, salmon 
can be counted at designated choke points as they 
move up the river, allowing managers to estimate the 
total number of fish that will reach spawning grounds.  
For each of these systems, I will discuss the specific 
methods used, challenges faced, and proposed ideas to 
expand monitoring.  With increasing population size and 
more pressure on the environment and natural 
resources than ever, effective management is critical, 
and will only be accomplished through effective 
monitoring of these resources.    
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