
While the ocean may seem expansive and endless, many coastal areas are facing increasing 
demands for offshore space. Ocean spatial planning plays an increasingly important role in 
balancing the growing number of ocean users and uses. This session will dive deep into two of the 
rising ocean uses: offshore wind energy and marine aquaculture installations. 

Offshore wind energy development has the potential to play an important role in U.S. efforts to 
combat the climate crisis and build a clean energy economy. In March 2021, the Administration 
set a goal of deploying 30 gigawatts of offshore wind energy by 2030 while protecting biodiversity 
and promoting cooperative ocean use. Many coastal states have set similar ambitious goals. Until 
recently, the majority of planning and activity has occurred in the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf 
from Massachusetts to North Carolina. However, in October 2021, the Department of the Interior 
announced holding up to seven new offshore wind leases along the East Coast, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and in Pacific waters, with the first of those new lease sales concluding in late February in the New 
York Bight. 

Marine aquaculture (or ocean farming) allows the nation to build off of our success in wild-capture 
fisheries and is vital for supporting seafood production, year-round jobs, rebuilding protected 
species and habitats, and enhancing coastal economic resilience. Aquaculture is one of the most 
resource-efficient ways to produce protein and has helped improve nutrition and food security in 
many parts of the world. Currently, the United States imports 70 to 85 percent of its seafood, and 
nearly 50 percent of this imported seafood is produced via aquaculture.

It is critical to ensure planning, siting, and development of new projects minimize, or avoid, user 
conflicts and maintain our agency commitment to ocean stewardship. These new and expanding 
uses of marine waters require substantial scientific exploration, regulatory review, and monitoring 
while posing new challenges for fishery managers, scientists, recreational anglers, and other 
traditional ocean users.  This panel will provide a shared understanding of the status of ocean wind 
energy development and marine aquaculture expansion, and opportunities for public engagement. 
We hope this session will allow the recreational fishing community to share their concerns and 
priorities to help safeguard recreational fishing opportunities.  

In this session, we will share agency, industry, and anglers’ perspectives on offshore wind energy 
and marine aquaculture. The first portion of this session includes presentations with an opportunity 
for audience questions to better understand the status of what is happening on the water and the 
opportunity for managers to learn from anglers’ first-hand experiences. The second portion of this 
session includes a facilitated discussion and Q&A with an expert panel of representatives from 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), NOAA Fisheries, states, as well as anglers. The 
panelists will discuss having a voice in the process as these industries expand, maintaining fishing 
opportunities, and understanding potential impacts.

Balancing Ocean Uses



In this session, we hope to share and understand:

• What are the impacts recreational anglers are seeing on the water with these industries?

• What steps need to be taken to maintain sustainable recreational fishing opportunities?

• What are best practices for ensuring meaningful and robust involvement of recreational 
stakeholders in the process and how to agencies reach stakeholders?

• In situations where impacts to fishing cannot be avoided, are there preferred mitigation measures 
or best management practices?

Additional Background Information

BOEM Fishing Industry Engagement  
 https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/fishing-industry-communication-and-engagement

NOAA Fisheries Wind Page 
 https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/offshore-wind-energy

ASMFC Hot Topics 
  http://www.asmfc.org/habitat/hot-topics

NOAA Fisheries Aquaculture Information  
 https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/aquaculture
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