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At-a-Glance

Fisheries Information 
System Program

About the Pacific Highly 
Migratory Species 
Professional Specialty Group                   
The HMS PSG brings together 
data managers and users 
from the Pacific Islands, West 
Coast, and throughout the 
country to create an integrated, 
accessible data system for 
highly migratory species in the 
Pacific. The HMS PSG is one 
of three PSGs supported by the 
Fisheries Information System 
program. These cross-regional 
teams foster communications 
and leverage expertise to 
develop innovative solutions 
to real-world data challenges, 
reduce duplication of effort, and 
enhance efficiency.

About NOAA Fisheries’ FIS
The Fisheries Information 
System program is a state-
regional-federal partnership 
that supports sound, science-
based fisheries management. 
FIS does so by fostering cross-
disciplinary collaboration and 
funding innovative projects to 
improve the quality of fisheries-
dependent data.
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Pacific Highly Migratory Species 
Professional Specialty Group 
Projects
Automating Reporting was a successful HMS PSG project to automate catch and effort 
reporting to the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. West Coast and Pacific 
Islands HMS analysts and data managers in regional offices, science centers, states, and 
PacFIN review these data for all U.S. HMS fisheries in the Pacific to generate annual reports. 
Traditionally, partners captured this information in a spreadsheet, pasting their respective 
aggregated data into one of ten-plus tabs by fishery and year, and emailing it to the next 
organization. The PSG streamlined the process by shifting data input into a database that 
automatically generates reports, reducing copy-and-paste errors and improving accessibility to 
the data. (Collaborators: Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, Pacific Islands Regional Office, 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, West Coast Region, Office of Science and Technology, Pacific 
Fisheries Information Network, California Department of FIsh and Wildlife, Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife) 

Establishing an Integrated Pacific HMS Data Warehouse is a main tenet of the 
HMS PSG and is an ongoing collaborative effort comprising multiple related projects. One of 
these projects is the Pacific HMS dataset metadata inventory and consists of cataloging the data 
elements generated by each fishery, summarizing data flow, and detailing who owns, manages, 
and uses the data. This project engages all offices involved in the management and storage of HMS 
data and will be used to update InPort, the NOAA Fisheries metadata repository. Other related 
projects pertain to solving issues related to data sharing and continuing work on a data portal to 
access HMS data. (Collaborators: PIFSC, PIRO, SWFSC, WCR, OST, PacFIN, CDFW, ODFW, WDFW)

Tracking Deep-Set Buoy Gear Through RFID Technology will use radio frequency 
identification tags to track fishing gear in the deep-set buoy gear fishery. The tags will sync with 
observers’ onboard data entry application, allowing observers to keep better track of gear during 
setting and hauling operations. In turn, this will mean much faster and efficient data entry into the 
application and quicker upload into PacFIN databases. The project is currently in the testing phase. 
(Collaborators: WCR, PacFIN) 

Onboard Record Collection Application Phase II will continue to foster the collaboration 
between the Pacific Islands Regional Observer Program (PIROP) and West Coast Region Observer 
Program (WCROP) by expanding ORCA to include longline fisheries. Working together to implement 
ORCA v2 into a cross-regional electronic reporting system will help 
consolidate redundant data management efforts; provide 
accurate and timely data; reduce the level of effort in data 
collection, entry, and verification; increase data quality, 
timeliness, consistency, and completeness; and 
provide significant operational savings in reduced 
post-trip data entry and debriefing. Testing of ORCA 
v2 is currently underway by the PIROP and WCROP 
to identify bugs and issues. This will enhance the 
pace of development and the overall quality of the 
final product. (Collaborators: PIRO, WCR, PacFIN) 

To learn more about the HMS PSG and FIS, visit 
fisheries.noaa.gov/national/commercial-fishing/
fisheries-information-system-program
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