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/ ¥ \ UNITE  STATES  EPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
The Secretary of Commerce %

% Washington,  .C. 20230S 

Octob r 30, 2019 

Th  Honorabl  H nry McMast r 
Gov rnor of South Carolina 
Columbia, SC 29201 

D ar Gov rnor McMast r: 

Thank you for your l tt r r qu sting a d t rmination of a comm rcial fish ry failur  du  
to a fish ry r sourc  disast r. Your r qu st r lat s to th  impacts to th  2018 P na id shrimp 
fish ry in South Carolina r sulting from an un xp ct d s v r  cold w ath r  v nt b yond th  
control of fish ry manag rs that r duc d biomass and acc ss to th  fish ry in 2018. 

Th  National Oc anic and Atmosph ric Administration’s National Marin  Fish ri s 
S rvic   valuat d stat wid  information from th  South Carolina D partm nt ofNatural 
R sourc s to ass ss wh th r a comm rcial fish ry failur  occurr d du  to a fish ry r sourc  
disast r. Aft r r vi wing th  information, I hav  found that th  r qu st for a catastrophic 
r gional fish ry disast r do s not m  t th  r quir m nts und r s ction 315 of th  Magnuson-
St v ns Fish ry Cons rvation and Manag m nt Act (MSA). How v r, th  r qu st for a 
comm rcial fish ry failur  du  to a fish ry r sourc  disast r for th  2018 P na id shrimp fish ry 
in South Carolina m  ts th  r quir m nts und r s ction 312(a) of th  Magnuson-St v ns Fish ry 
Cons rvation and Manag m nt Act and s ctions 308(b) and 308(d) of th  Int rjurisdictional 
Fish ri s Act. 

This d t rmination now mak s this fish ry  ligibl  for fish ry disast r assistanc . Th  
2019 Consolidat d Omnibus Appropriation (PL 116-6) includ d $15 million for fish ry disast rs, 
and th  2019 Suppl m ntal Disast r Appropriations (PL 116-20) includ d $150 million for 
fish ry disast r assistanc . Th  D partm nt of Comm rc  will d t rmin  an allocation of funds 
for this fish ry disast r and provid  th  Stat  of South Carolina information r garding th  award 
proc ss and r quir m nts for th s  funds. 

If you hav  any furth r qu stions, pl as  contact Anthony Foti, Dir ctor of 
Int rgov rnm ntal Affairs, at (202) 482-3663. 

Sinc r ly, 




