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I. Introduction  
  
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act [16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.] outlines the procedures 
for Federal interagency cooperation to conserve Federally listed species and designated 
critical habitats. This handbook was developed to aid FWS and NMFS biologists 
implementing the section 7 consultation process.   
  

II. Objective  
  
The purpose of the handbook is to provide information and guidance on the various 
consultation processes outlined in the regulations. Additionally, the handbook will 
ensure consistent implementation of consultation procedures by those biologists 
responsible for carrying out section 7 activities.   
  

III. Guidance  
  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/op/pds/index.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/op/pds/index.html


Please see the following link to download and access the guidance (PDF, 315 pages): 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/webdam/download/64572719   

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/webdam/download/64572719
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