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SUMMARY OF REVISIONS: 

I. Introduction

On June 25, 1990, notice was published in the Federal Register that an application for
a permit to approach, harass and feed Atlantic bottlenose dolphins in the wild for
public display was denied. Denial was based on a finding that the proposed taking is
not consistent with the purposes and policy of the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

II. Objective

To publish the National Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS’) conclusion that the
issuance of a permit authorizing activities intended to directly or indirectly alter the
natural and feeding behavior of groups of wild animals for public display purposes is
not consistent with the purposes and policy of the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

III. Authorities and Responsibilities

The attached Federal Register Notice is NMFS’ official policy. That Notice should
be cited when referencing this policy.

IV. Measuring Effectiveness

This policy will be reviewed in accordance with the NMFS Policy Directives System
procedures.

To be reviewed on: April 1, 2024 
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