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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
(8:32 a.m.)

MR. BROOKS: All right, we want to get
started, so i1f the folks who are standing can
grab their seats that would be good. Thank you.
All right, so let"s jump in. We have another
busy day today. We"re going to start in the
morning with an overview of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna
Management review of 2017 fishery trends and 2018
management issues, and then we will move iInto a
discussion of the implementation of [ICCAT
recommendations for bluefin tuna and northern
albacore.

So let"s start off right now on the
review of 2017 fishery trends and 2018 management
Issues, and Brad 1 see you"re up here already, so
over to you. | need to stall for more time.

MR. MCHALE: All right, good morning
everyone. IT there"s anyone around the table

that 1 have yet to have the opportunity to meet,
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my name 1is Brad McHale. I am the northeast
branch chief for the division out of Gloucester,
Massachusetts. And myself, my staff primarily
focus on those northeast HMS related matters and
really kind of hone i1n on some of the tuna
management. And the big dominator of our time
iIs the Atlantic bluefin tuna.

So what 1 will be doing this morning
iIs kind of doing a recap of how the fishery had
played out iIn 2017. I1"11 have a couple quick
updates of what"s already transpired here iIn
2018. So we"ll be Ilooking at some catch
statistics, utilization of the quota, success
rates of different vessels, number of actions the
agency"s taken, et cetera, et cetera. Just to
kind of get a recap of, kind of, what a day in
the life of Brad is up in Gloucester, because you
all are dying to know what that is. IT you
haven"t already heard it a dozen times before.

And then we®" 1l kind of just open up to

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



http:www.nealrgross.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

discussions. This i1s kind of dialed up, so, to
help encourage some dialogue about what the
agency should be thinking in 2018 when i1t comes
to managing these fisheries and --

MR. BROOKS: Here you go.

MR. MCHALE: Is that better? Just move
it? And I can talk loud so I"m not overly
dependent wupon that mic, other than pure
purposes. So you know, flet"s get into 1t and
then we can kind of get to the meat of i1t, where
we actually are into the dialogue. You just have
to bear with me, I"m trying to figure out how I
can actually see these slides.

MR. BROOKS: This 1s what you"re on
and this i1s the one --

MR. MCHALE: Yes, how do you increase
that, so | don"t go blind by the third slide.
Okay. 1711 go blind. We"ll figure it out. So
anyway, here i1s a table, and 1 can look over my

shoulder too, so, here"s a table essentially
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summarizing our 2017 landings of bluefin tuna.
You®"ll see how we have 1t listed out by category
and some of those categories we have broken out
by the subcategories. And as you go from left
to right, we"re looking at the landings and
numbers of fish, the equivalent whole weight of
those Tish, and then comparisons both to the base
quotas, the adjusted quotas and then the
percentages of landings.

This 1s something that both myself and
Margo and now this year, Randy have kind of looked
at, just to see how much of our actual bluefin
tuna quota are we landing at any given year. And
iIT you look iIn the lower right-hand corner, when
you look at our overall catch, which is inclusive
of our dead discards as well as our landings, we
honed i1n right about 84 or 85 percent of our U.S.
quotas harvested last year. And, as you kind of
march up the column you can kind of see where

we"re at in the general category, the harpoon
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category, essentially those adjusted quotas were
fully attained.

As we briefly touched on yesterday,
the utilization of the IBQ i1s about half with
some real dips 11n the Gulf harvest there,
multiple causes going on leading to that. No
purse seine landings, there were no active
vessels 1In the recreational fishery.

We had about three-quarters of that
quarter landed i1n, that was divvied up amongst
the school fish and then our dead discard
estimates. And we"ll get into this 1In a little
bit more detail as | proceed through the
presentation.

So as far as the list of number of
actions that the agency took last year, we had
six daily retention limit adjustments, all
applicable to the General category as well as the
Angling category. We had eight iInseason quota

transfers, again recipients being General,
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Harpoon, Longline, and then some quota moved to
and from the Reserve. We had two quota
adjustments, differ slightly from the in season
actions.

So this i1s kind of, the transfer from
unutilized Purse Seine quota to the Reserve based
upon the participation in a fishery and then the
carryover of any allowable under-harvest from the
preceding year into the current year. And that
would apply not only to bluefin, but also for
northern albacore.

We had experienced a total of eight
closures throughout the vyear, both General
category and recreational, once again. And there
were essentially two different notices that had
gone out, one regarding to how quota is utilized
in the Northeast Distant Area, for our pelagic
longline fleet. And then ultimately the rule
making Tom Warren had taken lead on to modify our

accounting for IBQ debts from a trip level basis,
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to essentially a quarterly level basis, and that
iIs currently In effect this year.

One more detail regarding those
Inseason actions as 1t pertains to the quota
transfers. | don"t necessarily need to belabor
this, but i1t just essentially quantifies where
quota was coming from and going to, and iIn
essence, just trying to demonstrate the level of
engagement, my staff, and Margo"s staff, and
Randy®"s staff, kind of had last year, where we
are kind of actively engaged in trying to keep
tabs on how these fTisheries are proceeding
throughout the year, where the various needs are,
and then Dbalancing those needs up against
objectives of the FMP. The different criteria
we need to assess before we do any sort of
transfers and try to provide as much equity
amongst these actions as possible.

When 1t comes to the recreational

fishery, as far as setting the retention limits,
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these have kind of been our standard limits for
the last few years where we®ve had two school
fish and one large school fish for our privately
operated vessels and a little bit more
liberalized school fish retention limit for our
for-hire fleet with the intent of helping to
encourage bookings. One thing that we"ll be
looking forward to this year iIs assessing how our
quota iIncrease from ICCAT, that approximate 17
percent to the U.S. allocation overall could
impact what we do with these retention limits.
Are there more opportunities that we can provide
for enhanced fishing and where might those
opportunities Tall, but, yet still remaining
within our quotas.

And then, which has been a pretty
common place since the completion of Amendment 7,
iIs the, we have three different closure notices
for our trophy fishery. One for the southern

area, which essentially i1s, you know call it
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Florida north to southern New Jersey, the Gulf of
Mexico area, as well as the northern area in those
respective dates. I have some preliminary
information back at the office that shows that,
in all likelihood, when 1 returned the office
will be kind of looking for a southern area
closure as well, for that trophy area. Off of
the Carolinas i1s where, and Virginia Beach is
where a lot of that catch has been coming in.
When you start to look at our records of landing
estimates, and these numbers are predominately
numbers of fish, and then the landings are in
tonnage i1n the far right hand column, trying to
gauge essentially how last vyear®s Tishery
compared to the previous two. One 1tem to
note here 1s that, through the different
methodologies, where we"re collecting
recreational information 1t showed like there was
an uptick in our school of bluefin tuna catch.

And 1711 have some of the geographic areas of

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



http:www.nealrgross.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

16

where that occurred in a subsequent slide, and a
slight dip in our larger school fish and kind of
our small -mediums were kind of on par.

So when you look at actually the quota
utilization, even though there was that uptick in
school of bluefin tuna -- again those fish can be
lighter, smaller Tfish, more iIndividuals per
metric ton. So the utilization was about 43
percent of our quota there, and we came in pretty
much right on target with our Qlarge school,
small-mediums.

And then with that trophy fishery that
I mentioned, because those quotas are so small,
currently i1t"s one and a half metric ton per
geographic area. By the time you get two Tish
over that quota, you"re exceeding. So that 200
percent mark looks a little scary, but, then we
actually looked at -- 1it"s about three Tish.
It"s kind of where we kind of fall, and kind of

In response to managing that small of an
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allocation.

When i1t comes to the geography per
region, why this catch is occurring, using the
Large Pelagics Survey as our data source here,
you can see that those school fish were
predominately caught off of New York and New
Jersey, last year. Some of the other geographic
distribution catch levels have been relatively
constant. And so this will be something that
we"ll be continuing to monitor closely here 1in
2018, as we see these different size classes
being caught by recreational fishermen.

And one of the challenges we have
associated with managing this particular fishery
IS the lag time associated with some of our survey
driven catch statistic, setting up retention
limits. And if a particular year class happens
to be moving through the fishery, even 1f you
have the same number of individuals being caught

from one year to the next, the weight equivalent
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of those same number of individuals can change
dramatically.

So that"s something we"ll just have
dialed up for our attention to keep tabs of this
year, 1s to see 1T all of a sudden those large
school small-mediums, i1f the numbers tend to
either iIncrease or the weights associated with
that catch also iIncreases.

So shifting more to the management of
our commercial handgear fishery. 1 wanted to put
together here a table that can show what our
retention limits were, kind of throughout the
season what the landings were associated with
those retention limits. And, then ultimately,
some of the unfortunate actions we had to take
this year, where we had a fTair number of
intermittent closures iIn this fishery.

Some of the variables that were
contributing to this were unprecedented buyers of

Tish, especially in the summer and fall fisheries
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up off New England, where, 1 forget who 1 was
chatting with yesterday, but, I can actually see
a Tleet from my office that was less than three
miles offshore, parked for two weeks. And, you
can then actually see the landings coming in from
those vessels.

So vessels had to go very short
distances. The weather was unprecedentedly
nice, I mean, for all of July, all of August, at
least when 1t was open, and all of September, at
least when 1t was open. Every day was a fishable
day, no weather events to disrupt the fTorage
base, to disrupt the patterns. And these fTish
were pretty numb, they did not get line shy at
all through the entire season.

So one item that we took away from
this 1s, don"t repeat it, | think we"ve heard
that loud and clear. To do our best to try to
manage this so we don"t have those disruptions in

the fTishery.
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And one i1tem that I will take complete
ownership 1is, 1s not necessarily being as
reactive to when we saw some of these iIncreases
In catches take place to what were the retention
limits. You know, we kind of, well, 1 will take
ownership of being, lulled into a false sense of
security that there 1s going to be a weather
change. The fish will get warm and shy.

So we"ll be dialed Into that as well,
regardless of where we set the i1nitial retention
limits for the year. But to keep very close tabs
of what"s taking place so we can either adjust
them upwards or downwards as appropriate, again
trying to strike a balance of keeping the fTishery
uninterrupted to the best of our ability.

Because we have some i1nformation
regarding the General category fTishery already
here i1n 2018, that fishery started off in January
1st, and we closed that fishery on March 2nd.

And there was a one-fish retention limit that
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entire time.

We performed a number of different
quota transfers into this fishery. Ultimately,
the final landings, at least to date so far, are
just shy of60 metric tons.

And then the two graphs located at the
bottom of this particular slide, 1 want to share,
so folks kind of had a good understanding of kind
of what action the agency has and has not taken,
especially, with this fishery in particular,
where the average baseline quota for this fishery
has danced just about north and south of 25 metric
tons over the past decade.

And over about the last eight years,
the agency has actually taken different actions
to either supplement that quota to the tune of
almost doubling 1t in some years, but also where
the catch and landings have fTallen which 1is
usually, kind of, all north with this fishery.

And then as far as kind of closure
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dates that have transpired 1in this January
fishery over time. Over the last three, four
years, we"ve made it through the most of March.
Unfortunately, this year the catch rates are
getting rock solid.

Stupid fishing, i1s the quote | kept
hearing i1s rod, lines i1n, fish iIn the boat and
you"re on your way home. But, yet, there were
some years where we were experiencing closures iIn
February and earlier, because the TfTish were
cooperating, or that"s how the management was
organized.

Staying along the theme of trying to
manage this fishery to minimize disruptions, one
dynamic that my staff i1s looking at real-time,
and will be Ilooking at this retroactively 1is,
when we set various retention limits, trying to
look at how successful fishermen are at landing
those various retention limits, to try to dial

this 1In, to see exactly where we might want to
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set retention limits so we"re catching our quota
throughout the season, but, yet we"re not
necessarily having these disruptions.

You know, one item in particular that
we experienced in the summer fishery, Is when we
reduced, say, retention limits between that June
1st and August 4th date down to that August 5th
and 16th, where we dropped 1t from four fish to
two fish, actually catch rates went up. And so
whether or not there was more effort, because the
word was getting out more and more that the hawk
bite was happening. So especially with social
media and the proximity of those fish to the shore
line, we just saw effort rates, just spike. You
know, with no real gradual incline, they just
jumped. So extremely difficult to manage those
dynamics, but we"ll be doing our best to try to
hone this In so we"re not necessarily having
over-liberal retention limits that can then lead

to more problems In addition to just closing the
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fishery, but we heard as well as, you know, the
number of fish going onto the market, the number
of Tfish being exported, the number of TfTish
remaining domestic and, then ultimately, what is
the value of those fish that i1s being paid back
to the fishermen for that catch.

Essentially, just another way of
displaying the catch data, kind of showing
specifically to the General category, those time
periods, the base quotas, the adjusted quotas,
the catch that had occurred iIn that time,
essentially, how that catch had accumulated
throughout the season to try to give a
representation of kind of where we were at. You
know, again, trying to set the understanding in
those folks within the fleet, those iInterested in
the fTishery and ourselves about where kind of
catch ended up based upon some of our actions or
Inactions as the case may be.

Where, 1f you look at, say, some of
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those percentages i1in the middle of the table, of
percentages caught of the base quotas and
percentages caught of the adjusted quotas, last
year the winter fishery catch was, you know, 438
percent of theilr base quota. Now, granted the
adjusted was about 133. And as you kind of go
down the chart, kind of how we were lagging behind
of kind of staying on point to manage some of
these fTisheries within those quotas or adjusted
quotas.

Thankfully, we had the reserve to kind
of cover for some of that. But just a dynamic,
again, again, we"re going to be diraled 1n and
trying to monitor much closer this year. And,
Benny Hill i1s in the room.

(Simultaneous speaking.)

MR. MCHALE: So and again, for looking
at 2018 -- and Benny Hill left the room -- so
2018 our General category landings, just kind of

summarizing what"s transpired so far. This year
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we had a base quota of, just shy of 25 metric
tons. We performed two different inseason
transfers, to essentially double that allocation
to just shy of 50 metric tons. The landings that
had been recorded before I left the office were
just shy of 60, which is about 240 percent of
that base quota, 121 percent of the adjusted.

And then we®"ll kind of see how that
plays out when we have subsequent landings as
time marches on. One graph that"s relatively
new, that 1°d like to thank Uriah for pulling,
that works iIn our Gloucester office, for pulling
together, that really, kind of, demonstrates how
this fishery played out over the past year.

So 1f you Ilook at the straight,
horizontal lines, that essentially represents,
where the quotas were at. And you can kind of
see where we did inseason transfers to adjust
those quotas upwards.

And 1n the various colored curved
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line, you can kind of see how catch had progressed
kind of throughout the season. So as you kind
of go from left to right, you can kind of see
that landings i1In the January time period were
relatively slow and steady, up kind of through
February.

Then, we saw an uptick and things kind
of leveled out. And then we saw a kind of uptick
once again at the end of March, of last year.
Then as you kind of forward to the month of June,
there"s this kind of misconception within the
fishery that, as soon as June 1lst, the fishery
opened, catch rates were through the roof. And
we"re getting a lot of feedback now that we should
start the fTishery at one Tfish and be very
conservative.

And 1 understand that feedback, but
it"s also kind of putting things in context that,
for the entire month of June, our catch rate was

the equivalent of one day of July fishing, or one
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day of August fishing. And so one thing that
we" 1l be wanting to keep in mind as we entertain
how to establish those retention limits.

But as you can see, apparently, the
bluefin caught, a memo, that July 4th was a
holiday, and they started to party because that
line just never came down, even, when we modified
the retention limits from four fish, down to two
fish, and ultimately, one fTish.

It was a fishery very reminiscent to,
back 1n some of the late 90s and early 2000s,
where, you know, one fish was the norm. In fact,
we were actually exploring different management
measures of how you slow the catch down, where
there actually days where you weren®t allowed to
Tish for bluefin.

So very curious of whether or not this
pattern repeats itself in 2018. 1I1t"s always the
question we have this time of year i1s, you know,

how are things going to shake out. Rarely, does

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



http:www.nealrgross.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

29

one year repeat the next but, you know, we need
to be prepared for this scenario as well as kind
of any other scenarios the fishery throws at us
in "18.

Shifting gears to the harpoon
category, again kind of looking at how successful
that fishery was, the number of fish that were
landed i1n the large-medium or giant categories
and then looking at the various success rates,
just trying to figure out how to manage this
quota.

The quota i1s overall, relatively small
and, you know, small number of user groups, very
weather-dependent. So trying to figure out how
to manage, not only that category, but the
harvest with that gear type overall.

So harpoon gears are authorized not
only in the dedicated Harpoon category where that
iIs the only gear type allowed. It 1s also

allowed as one of our General category gear
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types, that diversified commercial handgear.

And so we kind of wanted to look and see
kind of what the catch was i1n both of those
respective categories. And it helps inform us
where we may want to set retention limits early
In the season when fish are line-shy, and are
more present and available to this gear type, but
also kind of looking at contributions of harpoon
harvest to the General category, where they were
just about five and a half percent of the overall
General category landings and trying to figure
out how to kind of manage that gear type as it
straddled these two different categories and
where those fish are weighed against the
respective quotas.

So some of the things that lead to
some of our actions or Inactions Is on the other
side of this table. And that i1s reporting a
compliance, whether i1t be on vessels or dealer

side. You know, one thing, when we have catch
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rates at that level and you"re dealing with
potential closures, compliance with our reporting
IS essential. The 24-hour requirement, 1iIsn"t
just to be a pain in the ass. It"s because,
everyone around this table and the fTolks you
represent, expect us to turn on a dime and be
that responsive when all of a sudden dynamics in
the fishery changed.

And for us to accomplish that goal and
meet that expectation, we also, then, iIn turn,
need real-time iInformation. And so what we
experienced this past year, more SO In previous
years, was some of the delays iIn our dealer
reports that were dependent upon assessing what
the catch rates are as well as the geographic
areas the catches are coming in from.

And so we did an assessment of those
kind of high-volume dealers throughout the
fishery, essentially, handling 100 fish or more

within the season and kind of looked at their
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kind of timeliness of their reports where we had
a range of some dealers being fully compliant,
getting us their reports within the 24-hour time
period, with others being close to a week behind
schedule, with the average across, you know,
those dealers being about three days.

Now 1f you compound that three-day lag
time with the weekend, or even a holiday weekend,
my staff and I are now a week behind the curve as
far as i1nformation we®"re using to iInform our
decisions as far as retention limits, or closures
to kind of manage the rates of catch.

And so when we kind of extrapolate
that even further, you know, we had some dealers,
on the far right-hand side of this, that were
extremely late.

Again, these were kind of more mom-
and-pop type things. That wasn"t really the
impact. The i1mpact 1s really, when you have

those on the left-hand side of the chart, you
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know, when you®"re dealing with reports that may
be a week late. You know, granted our
communications are pretty strong with folks in
the i1ndustry, but, when we"re ultimately making
management decisions, and you"re a week behind in
your information, you may drop a fishery from a
couple fish, you know four fish, three fish, down
to one, but, you"re too late.

And then all of a sudden, by the time
you"ve actually done that retention limit drop,
you actually need to close the fishery. And by
the time you close the fishery, you"re now two
weeks late. And that essentially 1i1s a big
component feeding into those disruptions we had
this year.

And so 1711 be working very closely
with our Office of Law Enforcement and have
already proactively communicated with our dealer
community, and will lean on all of you to work

with your constituents as well that are involved
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in this trade, to make sure that they get their
act i1n order.

Because, ultimately the fishermen you
may represent will be the ones impacted by these
closures. So everybody kind of essentially needs
to do their part.

When it comes to the vessel report
requirement, which we put into play with
Amendment 7, this also comes in as data source |1
depend on. 1It"s not only looking at the dealer
reports, but, what are vessels reporting.

And I know that this has been an issue
that we®"ve been struggling with since its
inception of how do you improve compliance rates.
And as you can kind of see here, we"ve got it
measured In the number of fish and the fishermen
kind of reporting.

We can compare those dealer reports to
those vessel reports to kind of get a compliance

rate. And although, compliance has been
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Iimproving over time, as you can see from looking
at the General category 1iIn percent of Tish
reported, we started at 14 percent, jumped to 44
In "16, and are at about 51 percent last year.
That progress isn"t nearly acceptable.

And so what we"ve also done here, 1s
we"ve migrated from say an outreach and
educational approach with our constituent base,
to supporting now Office of Law Enforcement and
our joint enforcement agents to start citing
these violations.

And 1 have been preaching 1t for a
couple years now that 1 can serve up these
violations to enforce them on a silver platter.
It 1s, here"s list A of all the dealer reports.
Here"s list B of all the vessel reports. Every
vessel report that"s null -- write them a ticket.

And 1"m pretty close to that point,
seeing that other efforts have been unsuccessful.

And so 1 suspect we"ll have some upset fishermen
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In regards to this, but maybe i1t*ll get their
attention with the stick versus the carrot.

So something we"ll be striving once
again for i1s improved compliance here, given the
ripple effect on how responsive we can be 1iIn
managing the fishery.

Shifting gears to some of the other
commentary we heard last year was the quality of
the fish and then, ultimately, the prices
returned to the vessels. One thing that we kept
hearing from dealers and Tfishermen was,
especially during the summer months, a very low
quality of bluefin tuna where those TfTish were
actually competing with bigeye tuna on the
international market.

And some of the prices coming back to
the fish were minimal. 1°ve seen weighout slips
where i1t was $2 a pound. Or a fTishermen not
actually getting paild because a dealer would

export the fTish, but by the time those export
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cost were covered and what i1t sold for at auction,
the fishermen actually owed the dealer money.

Not that 1 think anyone wanted to
collect but that dynamic existed a number of
times last year. We bore the brunt of some of
that blame, given some of the retention limits
and the volume of landings, so we"ll take some of
that. But some of it"s just market driven as
well.

I do not control the quality of
bluefin, as much as I would like -- or the yen to
dollar exchange, but, 1"m trying. So ultimately
what did that result to? You look at the kind
of volume of fish, where they"re exported versus
remaining domestic.

And 1 know we"ve talked around this
room a fair amount of what are the marketplace
for these fTish? And if we"re iIn a situation
where 60 percent of our Tfish are remaining

domestic, then 1 think there needs to be work
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done, whether it"s agency collaboration with the
industry or industry of, how do you then try to
establish more robust markets if these fish are
going to remain domestically, to try to improve
the value of this catch to the best of our
ability.

But again, this Is something now that
iIs difficult. There are lots of different
variables at play that are beyond our direct
control, but something that we"re, kind of,
keeping tabs of to the best of our ability as
well, as far as what"s staying and what®"s going
here, domestically.

Brief update regarding the status of
our Atlantic bluefin tuna purse seine TfTishery.
We set 1t up In Amendment 7, that we would have
to announce the start date at the beginning of
every year.

Last year, we did not announce a start

date. There were no active permit holders or
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vessel combinations within the fishery. Hence,
there really wasn"t much of an urgency to
establish a start date. And one of the things
that we"l1l be continuing to look at and discuss,
and Tom will touch on this briefly, and, kind of,
our three-year review, given the role of this
particular segment the fishery has in our 1BQ,
Is, what 1s the future of this fishery.

We know that there are a number of
participants that haven®t been active well over
a decade. We know that some of the vessels have
been sold to different entities.

And so this i1s something that will be
getting a little bit more attention over the next
number of meetings, over time, trying to figure
out where the overall fishery needs to move to.
And the Purse Seine category is part of those
discussions.

Because 1 think 1°ve already been a

little long-winded, this essentially iIs just to
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explain some of the catch iInformation of the
provided table format earlier iIn the slide, if
you gravitate more towards charts versus tables.

Touching briefly on some of our dead
discard information. We know Marty has been
upset for a number of meetings about my inability
to deliver this sort of iInformation regarding
some of the discard reports that have come 1In
from our handgear fisheries.

Some of the challenges that 1°ve come
to experience with this particular data i1s, how
do you get it cleaned up? Like I know with our
logbook programs that we have a dedicated staff
Iin the Science Center that"s working to clean up
that information. We know that the individuals
completing those pelagic longline logbooks, are
well versed as far as what needs to go in them.

Where the universe of individuals
filling out our handgear reports, we"ve noticed

a couple of different things where we need to be
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diligent in cleaning up that data.

For example, in data fields where you
would expect numbers of Tfish that would be
released, we"re seeing actually lengths of fish.
So all of a sudden an 81-inch fish that was
released dead, i1s now looking like 1t"s 81-inch
-—- or, excuse me, 81 giants that are released.

And then the time 1t"s taking to then
go back and clean up that data 1s a big chunk.
So one of the things, now that we have three
years®™ worth of information here, iIs trying to
figure out how to refine this reporting, whether
iIt"s through i1ts design -- is there confusion
where we"re seeing patterns of human error where
maybe 1t"s not clear in the instructions of what
sort of information folks should be reporting,
human error, and then, like | showed 1iIn the
previous slides, just overall the compliance with
these reports.

So this i1s something that, although we
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haven®t been able to provide the data as rapidly
as we"d like, just like anything we"d like to get
that information as cleaned up and as accurate as
possible before we release 1t.

Because, once it"s kind of out and
available, like we"ve all experienced, 1T there"s
bad data out there and all of a sudden we"re
latching on to 1t, 1t"s very difficult for them
to correct the understanding of why that
information has changed over time or why 1t may
not be appropriate for informing certain
management decisions.

So overall kind of our landings by
quota, again, displaying i1t iIn chart versus a
table, very similar to the distribution and the
patterns from years prior. Our geographic
distribution of our commercial landings, again,
very similar, no dramatic changes here.

And then kind of getting into the meat

of some of the suggestions that we were hearing
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last year that are carrying over into this year,
of, ultimately, how iImportant i1t is Tor the
United States to harvest i1ts quotas, regardless
of what the species 1is, but especially for
bluefin, some of the dynamics of setting up
retention limits based upon the economic needs of
the fishery and how far offshore those fish may
be.

Given some of those market conditions
I touched on, price per pound, et cetera. And,
whether or not those fish may be offshore iIn one
geographic location and inshore i1n another -- how
do you strike the right balance there of trying
to level the amount of landings to maintain
continuity versus having those closures.

And there®"s different opinions here,
so we"re getting both sides of the coin. I
believe somebody that wasn®"t around when we had
restricted fTishing days suggested we actually

bring those back. And I will do my best to
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educate them on how successful they were. And
then, ultimately, concerns whenever we have any
of these closures.

And what is some of the post release
mortality when you still have large bodies of
large fTish readily available to a TfTishery and
they"re still having pressure where 1t"s now
catch and release.

We have a couple of papers that have
been produced recently, Willy Goldsmith, for
example, that touches on some of this. But it"s
still a concern 1s what 1s the mortality
associated with that keeping the fish pressure.

And then a litany of other i1tems of
quota distribution, preserving December fishing
opportunities, concerns regarding maintaining
traditional quotas and, essentially, allocation
and balance i1s kind of what those all kind of
fall i1nto.

What we also heard regarding the
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harpoon category was essentially don®"t allow
harpooners i1n General category. So that reflects
back on the slide of, what was the contribution
of that gear type to that category, pretty
minimal.

Whether or not there should be similar
retention limits to the General -category
regarding large-medium bluefin. And then,
ultimately, you know, taking all of those iInto
consideration as we set up our retention limits
as we move forward further into the 2018 season.

So, essentially, knowing that -- well,
thankfully 1 broke down the last slide. So,
essentially, some of the, you know, discussions
that are appropriate kind of for the here and now
or any thoughts regarding retention limits and
almost that micro-management of the season
overall.

I1*d like to hold off with some of our

bigger picture commentary to when Sarah
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McLaughlin, does her presentation regarding some
of the ICCAT quota iIncreases and the forthcoming
rule making that"ll speak to those, both Tfor
albacore and bluefin.

And also this afternoon, where Tom has
a pretty extensive presentation, kind of looking
at some of the data analyses as i1t pertains to
our management measures in Amendment 7.

So I don"t want to cut off discussion
here, but also just to let you all know that we
have multiple opportunities today to talk kind of
bigger picture as well as some of the longer term
management when it comes to the species.

MR. BROOKS: Great. Thanks, Brad,
very much. That was really a thoughtful and
thorough presentation. A lot to digest. We have
about 20 minutes or so, 15, 20 for questions on
what Brad just walked through. So just open this
up to eilther questions that are, you know,

clarifying questions on information he presented,
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or comments, observations on i1t. David, start
off there.

MR. SCHALIT: Thank you, Brad. Very
comprehensive. Just two things, kind of
bookmarks for further discussion. In connection
with catch and release when we have closed
periods, probably something to definitely take a
look at 1n connection with the possible
limitations on that and also best practices.

Another thought was, the reporting
from the Tfishermen iIn the General and Harpoon
categories directed to the agency Is an ongoing
headache. And ABTA has been pushing this to the
Tishermen. I think we can do more. You know
what, 1 think the agency and ABTA can do more