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p_H

A

MR.

3

1S Bennett Brool

rAY

A

the Consensus H
pleasure to be bg

of familiar facej

-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S

9:39 a.m.
ROOKS: Good morning. My name
s. | am a senior mediator with
uilding Institute. It is my
ack with all of you and see a lot

5, also a bunch of new ones here.

As always, I really like to open these

up by just thank
to be here.
better part of
times a year,
acknowledge thaft
thoughts you br
And we are looki

There
busy agenda ahea
a lot of new matg
thinking about {

looking forward

your thoughts as

COUR
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ing you all for making the time

It"s not trivial to give up the

w week to come here a couple of
and 1 jJjust always want to
I, and thank you all for the
ng and the time you are making.
ng forward to the conversation.
is, as you already know, a very
d of us. The Agency has created
2rial, a lot of new options to be
and talking about. So, we are
to the conversation and getting
we go along.
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I am
In a moment, but
just go around t
and just see whg
So, H

we" 1l go that wa

MR. C

and 1 am Actin
Division here ir

MS.
representing theg

MR.

representing theg

Council.
MR.
Fishing Tackle (
MS. [

Duke University.

MR. T

Texas.

MR.

COoy
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f

|

(

=

HEMILRIGHT:

going to walk through the agenda
what 1 would like to do first is

e table and, then, to the phone,
IS here.

ete, 1711 let you start, and then

y over to Anna.

DOPER:

Sure. | am Pete Cooper,

y Chief of the HMS Management

Silver Spring.

BECKWITH: Anna Beckwith,

South Atlantic Council.
Dewey Hemilright,

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management

EISS: Alan Weiss, Blue Water

bmpany .

UNPHY-DALY: Meagan Dunphy-Daly,

RIAL: Perry Trial, representing

ADRIANCE: Jason Adriance,
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Louisiana Wildli{fe and Fisheries.

MR. E

MR.

3
are a new member)|,
And 1 should hg
members please J
couple more worg

So, A
more?

MR.
supplies priman
fishing tackle T

MS.

1

)
again. 1"m facy
my dissertation
this fishery.
MR.
Raimundo Espinoz
the Director for

in San Juan, Pue€

started the firsjt

COUR
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SPINOZA: Raimundo Espinoza.

ROOKS: For the record, if you
could you just say a touch more?

wve said that. Would any new

ust iIntroduce themselves with a
57

lan, would you just say a touch

WEISS: Yes. My business

i1ly longline gear and, also,

or headboats and charter boats.
UNPHY-DALY: Meagan Dunphy-Daly
Ilty at Duke University. 1 did
on some of the closed areas for
ESPINOZA: All right. I™"m
n, Conservacion ConCiencia. I™m
a nonprofit organization based
rto Rico. We, also, we"ve just
L shark research and conservation
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program in Puert
with the commercii
U.S. Caribbean.
MR. H
Laboratory.
MR.
from Florida.

MR.

PPN
\JJ

an outrig, the ¥
the President
Association.

MS.

10).@ Andrew Cox,

0 Rico. And we work quite a bit

al recreational fisheries iIn the

UETER: Bob Hueter, Mote Marine

recreational,

CANLON: Marty Scanlon. I own

ishing vessel Provider 11. 1I™m

of Blue Water Fishermen®s

WESTFALL: Katie Westfall,

Environmental Deffense Fund.

MS. F
and Wildlife Cg

member .

MR. WEBER:

Marina and Tourn

DR.

—N
Ul

member.  Virgin

here representi)
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JRAVES:

DSS: Kristin Foss, Florida Fish

nservation Commission. A new

Rick Weber, South Jersey
aments.

John Graves. Very old

a Institute of Marine Science,

ng the U.S. [ICCAT Advisory
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10

Committee.

MR. |HANKE: Marcos Hanke, Puerto
Rico, Council Rgpresentative.

MR. PURMONT : George Purmont,
commercial.

MR. NAVARRO: Fly Navarro,
recreation.

MR. |PIERDINOCK: Mike Pierdinock,
charter board |lcaptain, Recreational Fishing
Alliance.

MR. MAYER: Greg Mayer, charter boat

captain and recy

MR. K

MR.

Sustainable Fish

MR.
Murdy, Atlant
Commission.

MS.

Department of Na

MR.

COoy
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cational .
ANE: Ray Kane, commercial.

HUDSON : Rusty Hudson, Directed

cries, commercial.

ROOTES-MURDY: Kirby Rootes-

C States Marine Fisheries

VILLEY: Angel Willey, Maryland

itural Resources.

GETTO: Steve Getto from
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Massachusetts, [
reel fisherman.
since | was 12 y

MR.

11

commercial harpoon and rod and
I have been fishing for bluefin

ears old.

DDEN:

Jeff 0Oden, commercial,

North Carolina, |fishing vessel Sea Bound.

MR. G

a proxy for Shan

MR. S
Bluefin Tuna Ass

MR.
academic, Nova |
Lauderdale.

MR.
recreational, Ne

MR. H

MR. B

that nobody had
see 1T anyone Ti
the week. We pn
ALl 1

and see who else
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ALLAND: Grant Galland from Pew,
A Miller this week.
CHALIT: David Schalit, American

bciation.

KERSTETTER: Dave Kerstetter,

boutheastern University in Fort
IWICKI : Steve Iwicki,

v Jersey.

ARRIS: Luke Harris, commercial.

ROOKS: And I just want to note

he guts to sit up here, but we"ll
IIs In there over the course of
pmise to be kind.

ight. Let"s go around the room
IS here.
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(Off-

MR.
Operator, if you
so we can hear
please?

Okay,

12

microphone introductions.)

BROOKS: Great. And then,

can maybe open up the phone line,
who 1s on the teleconference,

folks on the line, i1f you could

identify yourself?

MS. W
Guard.

MR. B

MS.
Division in Gloy

MR. H
thanks, everybod

construction noi

OORE: Katie Moore, U.S. Coast
ROOKS: Good morning, Katie.
STEPHAN: Diane Stephan, HMS
cester.

ROOKS: Okay. All right. Wwell,
y. And again, let"s hope that

se stops here.

So, |let me jJust give us a quick

overview of the
full agenda, ang

We w

over the next two and a half days.

couple of times

COUR
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day. As | said, i1t"s always a

this 1s no exception.

Il mostly be in plenary session

There are a

we" 1l have you huddle In groups
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of three and fou
and then, bring
we really will n

So, t
will give the |t

overview on a nu

and rulemakings|

13

r just to talk about some stuff,
It back to the large group. But
pstly stay around the table.

ne game plan this morning is Pete
fraditional sort of update and
mber of different HMS activities

Then, the remainder of the

morning, we"ll hgear from John on the ICCAT Annual

Meeting. And thq
There®s a number
we"ll want to 13
Again, lots of |
this meeting.

After
ISsues. we" 11
Monitoring Progyr
from the Deepwal
which we"ve hear

Later
update on the

Conference of th

COUR

(202) 234-4433

en, we" 1l dive into Amendment 14.

of different topics there that
y out and get your thoughts on.
scoping here over the course of
have a mix of

lunch, we"ll

hear from the Seafood Import

am. We="ll also get an update

rer Horizon Restoration Plan 2,
d about before.
in the afternoon, we"ll get an

CITES 18th meeting of the

c Parties.
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And
discussion on H
management. Wef
introduce i1t tod
a little bit froj

to get your feed

1)

of the next day g

back and see whg

the end of day t
We W
course, at the ¢

be from 5:15 to
comments we got
So, 1 think in ¢t
minutes for publ
a half-hour. 5
giving ample tin

And t
the meeting, thg

downstairs. As

members to atten

then, we®"ll have an iInitial
MS research priorities for HMS
Il do this In two parts. We-"ll
ay, and then, as you®"ll hear 1iIn
1 Pete, we"ll have an opportunity
back In writing over the course
ind a half. And then, we*ll come
it kind of thoughts you have at

WO .

ill have public comment, of
nd of each day. Today, it will
5:45, 1 believe. In response to

last time, that"s been extended.
he past we®"ve had only maybe 15
jc comment, and this time we have
o, we want to make sure we"re
e for that.

nen, today as well, at the end of
re will be a no-host social hour
always, |

encourage all the AP

d that. It"s just a good chance
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to have more InfT

15

prmal conversations.

Tomorrow, a packed day, lots of
interconnected tfopics. The morning will be a
heavy focus on|/bluefin tuna, starting with a

review of the 2(

ISSues. Then,

three-year revig
number of time
findings and an
from you all.

And t

of Al3 scoping.

18 fishery trends and management

we*"ll get caught up on the A7

w, which we"ve talked about a

s, but we"ll hear about the

opportunity for some questions

nen, we"ll dive Iinto a discussion

Again, a number of alternatives

being put forwar@d and a chance, one, to just sort

of lay out what
then,
alternatives.

After

bluefin tuna and,

get your

the Agency®s thinking 1s, and

feedback on the different

lunch, we"ll come back to

in particular, dive iInto a

discussion of alternatives related to pelagic

longline weak |

regulatory amen(

COUR
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100k and area-based management

iments. And then, we"ll talk
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about HMS resear

management scopi
Agai
be from 5:00 to
And
an update on of
iIs of Increasing
these kinds of
about Al12, which
objectives, and
public comment,
out, and adjourn
So, ¢
any other topics

John?

DR. (

I

16

ch priorities, and then, spatial
ng -

, public comments that day will
5:30.

hen, on the last day, we"ll get
shore wind, a topic which 1 know
interest around the table and at
neetings. And then, we"ll talk
IS an opportunity to revisit FMP
then, some enforcement updates,
and then, we"ll wrap up and head
by 11:30 on Thursday.

pes anyone around the table have
they want to make sure we cover?
I would

RAVES: If time permits,

like to see a djiscussion on HMS forage species.

There®s been an

go very fTar wit

the South Atlantic Council

now. And 1 thi

COoy
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I

«

=

iction that was taken, but didn"t

n the Mid-Atlantic Council, and

iIs doing that right

k 1t"s 1mportant for this panel
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to focus on ecosy
So, we need to 1

MR.

3

any i1dea how
conversation wol
DR. (
colleagues, but
easily a half-hg
MR. B
DR. G
have a little bj
Atlantic and thg
here.
MR. [

Let"s see what w

Anybo

to bring up hererf

Okay .
on that. An(
groundrules, and

to Pete to dive

COUR
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17

stem-based fisheries management.
pok at the forage species.

ROOKS: And, John, do you have

much time you think that

Id take today?

bRAVES: I can"t speak for my

it could take, you know, 1i1t"s

ur discussion.

ROOKS: Okay. Let us--

RAVES: Because 1 would probably

t of input, both from the Mid-

> South Atlantic reps that are

BROOKS : Okay . Thanks, John.

6 can do about that.

dy else have anything they want

?

All right. We"ll do our best

1  then, just a vreminder of

then, 1"m going to hand it off

in.
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Just

10}

around the tablg

members probably

1)

Pete and understeg
seeking body. R
and the purpose

Agency to get a

sl

different issueg
there might be a
not convened to

For
conversation 1$
members. Again
opportunities on

really does stay

Obvio

conversations here

understand what
iIssues, what are€
be thinking thrg

draft rules, to

COUR
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18

as always -- 1 know all of you

know this, and 1 know the new

just were informed of this by
ind 1t —- this Is not a consensus-
ather, this is an advisory panel,
pf these discussions are for the
deeper sense of how you look at
, different options, see where
meeting of the minds, but it is
give consensus.

folks 1In the

the audience,

around the table among AP

, we will have public comment
each day, but the conversation

at the table.

usly, as | said, the point of the
are to help the Agency
you all think about different

the considerations they should
ugh as they move from scoping to

final rules. And so, we try to
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structure the cd
input they can d

That
to be focused in
to be on topic

group, sSo we wa

more Tfocused yol can be

more opportunity
When
conversation, p&g
you don"t know 1
do 1s just turn
then, I will kng
generally take if
back and forth,
that

because

conversations.

10}

order. Sometimg

will

19

nversation to give them the best
et.
means, what we ask of you all is

your comments, to ask questions,

Obviously, this 1s a large
nt to hear from everyone. The
in your comments, the

it 1s for people to weigh-in.

you want to get in the

rticularly for new members, if
his trick, what 1 ask people to
And

your placard on i1ts side.

w who wants to get in. 1 will
L in order, but 11l also just go
sSo we can have a conversation,
lead to

bigger, deeper

I will try to take things 1in

s I don"t get i1t right, and 1if

I*m missing somebody, please just let me know, so

to make sure I™nm

COUR
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getting everybody into the mix.

try to synthesize themes 1I™m
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hearing as apprn
meeting. And as
a written summarn
A cou
phones are not ¢
iT you would do
And
wanting to have
sitting next to
but 1711 say It ¢
being really ¢
somebody and we
think. And i1t"s
are trying to T
you need to have

understand that,

table.

So,
Any questions
groundrules, any

next two and a h

COoy
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20

opriate over the course of the
always, the Agency will prepare
y as well.

ple of other logistics. |If your
Ff already or on silent already,
so, 1°d appreciate it.

Just i1n general, 1f you are
A side conversation with someone
you —- | say this every meeting,
qgain -- | know we all think we"re
uiet when we®"re whispering to
are rarely being as quiet as we
really disruptive for people who
ollow the conversation. So, iIf
a side conversation, we totally
but better to step away from the
think that"s all

I want to say.

from AP members on agenda,

thing that we"re up to over the

alf days?
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MS. B
on that feedback

MR. B
that, too. So,

1 thi
to hand 1t off t

MR. (
this mic. A 1}

phone i1s a littlg

Good
to see everybody
Spring.

Like
the HMS Manageme
job 1s Operatig
Usually, 1°m doi
stuff behind the
generally, you d
well, but this [

So, I"m excited

have a productiy
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ECKWITH: Are you going to work
going on?

ROOKS: We"re going to work on
thank you. We"re mindful of it.
nk, with that, Pete, we"re going
D yOu.
OOPER: All right. Let"s try
ttle bit farther away from the
> bit better for feedback. Okay.

morning, everybody.

1*m happy

/ . It"s a great day iIn Silver
I mentioned, I am Acting Chief of
nt Division. So, my normal day
ns and Planning Branch Chief.
ng all the technical/logistical

scenes at these meetings. So,
on"t see me if things are going
‘ime 1 get to be right upfront.
about that and 1°"m excited to
e meeting here.
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As B
packed agenda, as
through things

discussions, and
best as he can.

So,

but 1 want to dd
thank the AP
together at thig

bit later for u

having the meetjing

the government H
hand to have it
you Tfor taking
know 1t gets toug

And 1
and general couny
put
presentations ar
the public, so t

meeting. 1 don
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(202) 234-4433

for being TFlexible

22

ennett mentioned, we"ve got a

5 usual. So, we"re going to move
, these presentations and

Bennett will keep us on track as

"1l dive into this one in a sec,
some thanking first. 1 want to
in getting
time of year. This i1s a little
s than usual. We are usually
in March or April, but with
shutdown, 1t kind of forced our
a little bit later. So, thank
time out of your schedules. |
h as we get closer to summertime.
also want to thank our HMS staff

sel for all of the work that they

into getting the materials ready and the

d all the documents available to
hat we can discuss them at this

t think 1t Is an understatement
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to say that that
part, especiall)
topics and the
documents. So,
us up to having

Okay .
to move into the
goal of the preq
brief update on
have gone on sing

And we"ve got a

on a number of t

23

was a Herculean effort on their
y with the complexity of the

detail that went iInto the
thank you for that, for setting
a really good meeting here.

So, thanking over, 1"m going
overview presentation here. The
sentation Is just to give you a
some of the recent actions that
e the last time we got together.
list of them here. 1711 touch

hem throughout the presentation,

and then, just for our meeting discussion weT"ve

got some rulema
then, updates T
kind of covered
So, I"11 touch ¢

Lookd
since the fall AR
rules, the Amend
mako, 2019 shar}
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kings, some other actions, and
rom other offices that Bennett
in the overview of the agenda.
n those as we go.

ng at our rulemaking operations,
P meeting, we have had some final
ment 11 final rule on shark and

x<s specifications. We adjusted
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the 2018 swordf
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iIsh quotas and the bluefin and

northern albacojfe quota and predation damage,

tuna®s final rul

As allways,

season actions,
for bluefin tunj
permits, and th
closure of Blug
right now and &
year from the D
fishery.

As T8
been working of
Fishing Permits,
so far.

We"ve d

keep rolling thrg

we have a number of in-
adjusting the retention limits
n, swordfish general commercial
e shark fishery. We"ve got a
fin Tuna Trophy South Fishery

quota transfer earlier In the

ecember TfTishery to the January

r as our operations that we"ve
1, we have our EFP, Exempted
and we"ve got five of those done
ot a number In queue and they®ll

pughout the year. And we"ve also

issued a bunch off shark research fishery permits.

Tourn
So far this yearn
registered.

We*ve
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ament registration 1s ongoing.

, we"ve had 170 HMS tournaments

conducted a number of shark ID
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and protected r¢g

And
hanging steady &
we"re trying to (
as we can.

All
shortfin mako,
overfishing on 9
ICCAT

recomment

emergency measur

25

source workshops.
pur HMS news subscribers are
it a little bit under 6,000. So,
jet the word out to as many people
right. So, Amendment 11,
this was put into place to end
hortfin mako. Based on the 2017
jation, we initially put 1in

es when that recommendation first

came out and whille we were developing this final

rule. 1t becanm
up with a comme
of dead shortf
gillnet, and (¢
electronic moni
monitoring progr
and, also,
ones that are ke
For
increased the s

COoy
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¢ effective iIn March, and ended

cial measure to allow retention

Iin mako sharks with longline,
elagic longline, vessels with
toring. So, the electronic

am, we"re looking at bluefin tuna

shortfin mako to make sure that the

bt were dead.

recreational measures, we

fze limit and did it by gender.
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So, 1It"s 71 1iInc¢
shark and 83 1
made a requireme
you"re  TFishing
Before, we had a
of there, you (
removed that. I

No
monitoring meas|
foundation for
rebuilding plani|

on that.

For

albacore quota pule,

recommendation |t
that®"s what we
base quota and r
then, adjusted
underharvest as
again. We"ll dg

this year, movin
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hes now for male shortfin mako

ches for females. And we also

nt to use circle hooks anywhere

recreationally for sharks.

line off of Cape Cod that, north

could use J hooks, but now we

0, 1t"s circle hooks everywhere.

additional reporting for

res, and we“re setting up the

developing an international

So, we"ll work through ICCAT

the bluefin tuna/northern

that also came from ICCAT

[0 increase base quotas. So,

lid. So, 1t"s the bluefin tuna

orthern albacore base quota, and

the quotas based on 2017

well. And so, we"ll do that

the adjustment for underharvest

g forward.
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And
proposed rule as
So, that this
retention of yel
27 inches, but n

tail bitten off

fish was over th

And
species, just [
what®"s chewing

surface. So,

27

we made one change from the
far as the shark-damaged tunas.
was put into place to allow
lowfin and bigeye that were over
ay have been damaged by sharks,
but, you know, the rest of the
e minimum size.
so, we iIncluded other marine
pecause we don"t know exactly
water

on 1t underneath the

we got that covered right there.

So, that"s i1n effect.

And

)

ICCAT stuff. I
John, coming up

Touch
litigation on d
timeline, In Apr
rule for Amendme
filed a lawsuit
fast-forwg

then,
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o, | am going to move on from

"1l leave the rest of that for

next.

ing base on Amendment 5b

usky sharks, just the overall

il 2017, we published the final

nt 5B. And then, in May, Oceana

regarding that amendment. And

ird to March 2019. The court
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Issued an opinid
remanded the Age]

related to dusky

17}

non-HMS Tfisherie

the court by Augy

consideration and

related to the |
So, that is what
we" 11 get that tg
where 1t goes T¥

The

Management Roadm

1J

discussed that §
discussed the d
final Implementa
NOAA Fisheries Ef
of the regions {
pull together ar

So, Y

look at what wg

principles of th
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n on that lawsuit and, in April,
1cy to consider all relevant data
y shark bycatch In the HMS and
s, and to submit a document to
Ist 2nd, 2019, setting forth this
several

addressing points

approach taken in Amendment 5b.
we are working on right now and
D the court by August 2nd and see
om there.
Ecosystem-Based Fishery
ap Implementation Plan, we have
it the previous AP meeting. We
raft, and now we released the
tion Plan. And this i1s based on
BFM Policy and Roadmap, where all
and HMS 1n headquarters were to
Implementation Plan.

ou can find it here and take a
2 have. It takes the guiding
e policy and Roadmap and, then,
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puts together a
And this 1s a f¥
we"re doing and
to work on over
terms of short t

We"ve
guides, not only
has been updateg
Guide thg

Dealer

Delisse Ortiz dig

1J

with Nic Alvarsg
together. We th
to kind of extyq
understand what
So, we"re de)
recreational vey
hope to have thg

As Tg
updates, here®s
information

that

up a little bit i
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number of different milestones.
ive-year plan. So, stuff that
then, stuff that we would like
the next five years, and 1It"s In
erm, medium term, and long term.

got some new HMS compliance

updated. So, all of our stuff

recently, but now we have the
it"s available i1n Spanish. So,
| a lot of work on this and, also,
ido, to be able to pull that
ink 1t is a really great product
end our reach, so that people
our rules and regulations are.
commercial and

reloping the

sions in Spanish as well. We
se available soon.
ar as landings and tournaments
some links to where you can find
. We also have changed things
n our processes as far as letting
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people know abol
updates TfTor sw(
tuna, and billfi
We
specialist iIn §
Riley. So, shg
helping us out
look of a lot of
lot [

they"re a

It"s really niceg

And also,

listserv. In tf
separate emails
when they came aq
people with ema
down. What wef
landings updatef
available, and t
or fTive of them
send out a listsq
it will have

and
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It that whole group of landings

yrdfish, tuna, sharks, bluefin
sh .
communications

have a new

ustainable Fisheries, Anjanette
2"s here today. She has been
guite a bit with improving the
our documents. You®"ll see that
)rettier than they used to be.
how we"re dealing with our
e past, we would send out five
for those five landings updates
cross the board, kind of blasting
1ls. So, we"ve condensed that
re doing now 1is posting those
5 on the website when they“re
hen, when we®ve posted all four
for a particular month, we-"ll
2rv notice. You"ll get the email
links to each one of them that
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will take you tf
time with the en
very close. An(
it, you can jus
will be up thers
Some
MRIP has fully |
Efforts Survey.
series are being
stock assessment;
used iIn the upg
sharks.
And t
going on with th
some historical
impacts of unt
looking at toy
fishing efforts.
folks that have

have an HMS pern

There
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ere. So, 1t won"t be as real-

all notification, but i1t will be
| 1T you are really itching for
t check the website because it
as soon as it"s ready.

updates on MRIP and LPS. So,
transitioned to the new Fishing
And those new estimates and time
incorporated into management and

5. So, we"ll see those estimates

roming assessments fTor blacktip

hen, there®s also some redesign

e LPS. There®s a team analyzing

data to look at some of the

ested assumptions and, also,

rnament impacts of off-frame

So, that"s when they intercept
been fishing for HMS, but don"t
it. So, that"s moving forward.
"s an initial pilot study planned
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for 2020 for the
So, they would
how i1t goes, and
there.

Some
over the Ilast

category cost ed

and CIiff Hutt I

And 1t was a one
of the Atlantic
we didn"t have
fishery. So, th
They?
number of permit
reporting and th
fishing reports|
good. I think t
We received over
half of those ha
this will be

working on compi
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Large Pelagic Intercept Survey.

amplement that modification, see

then, keep moving forward from

data that we were able to compile
year was through the general
rnings study. So, George Silva
ave been working on this for us.
year cost earnings logbook study
tunas General category. And so,
n lot of economic data for the
IS was a way to get some of that.
ve got some numbers here on the
-holders that were selected for
e numbers of returned trip or no
The response rate was pretty
hey were pretty happy with that.
3300 complete trip reports, and
d some HMS catch reported. So,
aluable data. Those guys are
ling that data, and they"ll have
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a presentation T

the final report

33

or us at the AP in the fall and

in early 2020.

And also, on the permit front, we"ve

got a couple of
recreational shdg
head boat commer
some stats from

So, 4

goes, about half
a little more, 34
to allow them tg
far as the comn
seeing a little
boat permits thal

forward and got

commercially wit

So, [ESA updates,

going on for al
consultation wil
that were listed

Bryde®s whale wh

COUR
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F HMS permit endorsements, the
rk endorsement and the charter
cial sales endorsement. Here®s
last year through October.
s far as the shark endorsement
the qualifying permit holders,
ctually went and got that permit
fish for sharks. And then, as
ercial sales endorsement, we®re
pver a third of the charter/head
I could get that endorsement went
that to be able to, first, fish
h a charter/headboat permit.
ESA consultations
I HMS fisheries now. And that
I include some of these species
recently as far as examples of
p"s been listed as an endangered
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and oceanic whi
as threatened t

Ther
plan team that®
with the ocean
convening some w
in Hawaii to ge
And they“re p
workshop for ti
fall.

So,
participating
information, p

She"s the coord

Resources Office

think they“re si
Miami .

And 1
stuff that"s hapg
have

got expal

National Marine

COoy
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1

D

1

[

=

34

etip shark which has been listed

roughout i1ts range.

"s an oceanic whitetip recovery
working on how to move forward

c whitetip

listing. They are

prkshops. They have done one out
feedback on the Pacific stock.
anning on pulling together a

e Atlantic and Caribbean this

it you“re interested in
or want to find out more
lease contact Chelsea Young.

inator and is 1In our Protected

. Her email i1s right there. 1

ooting for November iIn possibly

hen, there®"s also all the other

bening outside the Division. We

sion of Flower Garden Banks

Sanctuary. We should have a
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final

sometime soon.

Environmental

35

Impact Statement on that

Implementation of Gulf of Mexico Coral

Amendment,

which could have some

impact by

establishing some HAPCs for the deepwater corals

that might proh
some areas.
And

shark fin bans

jbit some bottom tending gear 1iIn
then, consideration of several

in Congress. Some of those bans

are specifically|for shark fins, possessing shark

fins, 1Importati
there®"s also a b

trade In genera

on of shark Tfins. And then,
11l that addresses just the shark

I that looks to make sure other

countries that are importing to the United States

have similar m

Those are all at| different stages.

anagement measures Tor sharks.

So, we don"t

have a lot of cgptrol on what goes on with them,

but we respond gnd provide our Input when we"re

asked.
So,

fall,

the final

poking ahead, we"ve got, for the

Three-Year Review 1BQ Program
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document.

We"rge shooting for that.
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We®"l1l do

the adjusted quotas fTor bluefin and northern

albacore.

Shark

specs will be on the way, the

quotas for swordfish as well.

And t
and notices that
today, and that
the summer. Soj
based and DEIS,
out now. And Tt
about. That"s
trying to elij
management measuy
Amendment 7.

And t
scoping topics t
we" 1l be discuss
this stuff is I
The

tha

collection,

collect data T

COUR
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nen, the proposed rules, actions,
we"re going to be talking about
i1l be moving forward throughout
we have the bluefin tuna area-
and the proposed rule of DEIS is
hat"s what we®"re going to talk
looking at the IBQ system and

minate some redundancies in

res that were put in place with

hen, we have our kind of three

hat we"re kind of rolling in and

ing kind of in groups. A lot of

terconnected; some of i1t isn"t.

spatial management data

t*s looking at approaches to

pr spatial management of HMS

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

fisheries In Kir

Amend
system and othe
fisheries.

Amend
sharks and how w

And g
and we"ll be doi
and public hean
months.

And |t

about that on Tlhursday,

FMP objectives.
outside i1n the R
shark Christmas
anybody, except
your comments or
So, out there IS
piece of paper f(

to fill that out

the end of the ¢
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d of closed areas.

ment 13, looking at the IBQ

r aspects of the bluefin tuna

ment 14, looking at ACLs of

e do that.
b, those are all out for scoping,
ng presentations to the Councils
ings over the next couple of
rhen, Amendment 12, we"ll talk
looking at some of the
And 1 don*t know if you saw
allway that nice box wrapped in
paper. It"s not a present for
for us, because we want to get
some of the HMS FMP objectives.
a list of the objectives and a
) suggestions. We would ask you
and drop that in the box before
look

ay tomorrow. We*ll take a
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at that, and the
Thursday.

We"re
priorities discl
today, we"re Qo
groups, and then
the suggestions [
then, we"ll comg
the following da

And t
how we have done

had the big wra

staff members ha

topic that we"ve covered.

whoever was up
seen this," and
We"re going to K
here, but have
deck, available
We"re still going

so that you know

COUR

(202) 234-4433

here would say,

38

n, use that in our discussion on

also, for our research
Ission at the end of the day
ing to ask you to break into
, email some of the takeaways and
fhat you come up with to us. And

)yile that for kind of a readout

-
hen, kind of one other change to
things in the past, before we"ve
p-up presentation that all the
ve put together slides for every
And then, Margo or
"Oh, 1°ve never
read the slides for 25 minutes.
nd of not do that at the meeting
that presentation, that slide
for everybody post-meeting.
y to compile all the information,
that we heard your comments and
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these are some o
end wrap-up, we

some logistical

39

T the big takeaways. But, at the

re just going to kind of cover

stuff and look at timelines and

that sort of thipg.

MR. B
last point, our
use of 30 minute

a very differern

should let us knpw that.

for people to th
MR.
open for that so
that we"re doing
Okay .
slides, you"ve s
haven®t changed.
make sure that
informed, and er
we also want to
on what®"s going

have open commu

COoy
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ROOKS: And I*11 just say on that
sense was that wasn"t the best
s at the meeting. But 1T there's
it sense around the table, you
So, | just put that out
ink about.

COOPER: Yes, and we"re always
rt of thing with all of the stuff
here.

So, these next couple of
een them many times before. They
Goals for all. So, we want to
you and the public are aware,
lgaged on what we are doing, and
be aware, informed, and engaged
on on your end. So, we want to

nication, a good feedback loop
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here, so that we
Respe

talked about oft
people with a bu
of different top
can get conteni
conversation res
meeting. 1m Nng
and just bluntly
But |
don"t

rule. |

It°s do unto ot

unto them. So, |for example,

me a sardine sandwich covered

lunch today, 1
that. 17d be
choice. ITf I (:
might not be --
I don"t know.
But,

IS, just becauss
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"re all on the same page.

ct, that®"s something we"ve
en. We are here with a bunch of
nch of different views on a lot
ics. And a lot of the times it
Fious. We want to keep the
pectful and professional at the
t a big fan of personal attacks,
, 1t"s not tolerated here.

am a big fan of the platinum
know 1f you know what that 1is.
hers as they would have you do
iT somebody brought
in hot sauce for
would be pretty excited about
ery happy with that, that lunch
ave that to somebody else, they
it might be 50/50 in this room.
anyway, | guess the main point
it"s okay with you doesn"t mean
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iIt"s okay with §
mind and respect

SO, VY
and engage in di
here back to the
and that you“re
to cast a wide
cover everybody.
that.

And b
them. So, brin
something pops |
our way and let
we have to ensu
and internationg
these issues ang
listen and engagd
your Teedback an
moving forward.

So, a
ground.

And jug
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omebody else. So, keep that in
that.
our roles as AP members, listen
scussions and take what you hear
people that you®re representing
engaged with. Although we try
net with our outreach, we don*"t
So, we need you to help us with
ring the itdeas. We want to hear
g them at the meeting, and 1if
Ip after the meeting, send them
Us know. Our role as an Agency,
re compliance with our domestic
| requirements. We want to raise
inform the AP and the public,
e In these discussions, and take

d make some decisions, and keep

s usual, we"re covering a lot of

5t to be aware, we have limited
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resources. Then
we have to prid
operational ag
resources.

ThatF

going to open it

42

2"s only so much we can do. So,
ritize things. A lot of these
fivities require a lot of

s all 1 have right here. We"re

up to questions and comments.

MR. |[BROOKS: Good. Let"s take a
question or two.
And while food is never provided at

these meetings,
ever provided, h
catering.

(Laug

MR. (
Pat Augustine c(
So, we &a

today.

MR.

3
no warning. All

MR.
well done. I ha
where

you
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] want you to know that, if it is

e will never be in charge of the

hter.)
OOPER: No, and unfortunately,
)uld not make i1t to the meeting

re cookie-less.

ROOKS: That"s a big drop with
right. George?
PURMONT : Thanks, Pete. Very

d a question, your image No. 11,

show a general category
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charter/headboat
and the other, [completed trip reports.
seems to be gen
fish. Has therg
presentation Inwu
trip reporting a

MR. (

concerned? I am not sure. |

because 1 think

the general

Unfortunately, [
now. They would
answer . But 1
covering those s

MR. B

MS. WESTFALL:

on the recreatiq
percent of folks
that endorsemer
reflects the uni
And I™nm

sharks.
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permit holders, and one thing
It all
crated towards looking at large
> been any or will there be any
blving juvenile bluefin as far as
hd on the water side?
OOPER: As far as this study is
don"t think so
we are looking at landings for
category cost earnings.
pth my economists are gone right
be able to give you a definite
don®"t think we"re going to be
maller fish In this survey.
ROOKS: Katie?
Just a quick question
nal shark endorsement. The 53
who have acquired that permit,
t, I°m jJust curious 1if that
verse of folks who are retaining
curious 1T you guys have gotten
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any fTeedback on
heard some prett
I*m wondering
1dentification
online.

MR.
clarification, y
all those peopl

just Tishing for

don"t think we

or not people ¢
endorsement or 1
comes with addi
the circle hook
just applying tg
sharks.

And |
about the new ed
have that, kind
love to hear it]

MR. B
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the education program. I had

y positive feedback on that, and

f you guys -- on the species
and the educational training
COOPER: So, just a

pu®re asking is that number, are

> actually landing sharks? Or

sharks? It"s hard to say. |
nave that information. Whether
\Ire saying, hey, 1711 take the

pt, as you know, the endorsement

tional requirements, especially

stuff. So, hopefully, that"s

A

the people that are targeting

haven®"t heard a ton of feedback

ucational materials. So, if you

of send that our way. We would

ROOKS: Steve, do you want to add
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something?

MR. RWICKI:

feedback as a re
takes i1t, just 1

for tuna and pigdg

I would say there
actually do shark trips.

I fish with will

overnight while

suspect, on the recreational side,

automatic check-

45

Just to give a little
creational guy, almost everybody
n case you happen to be trolling
k up a mako or things like that.
is a smaller percentage that
Like a couple of guys
do a couple of shark trips
ve"re tuna Fishing. But I would

it"s almost an

the-block because there iIsn"t an

extra fee and you may just luck into one for mako

or thresher.

MR.

U

very much. We a

In th

ROOKS: Thanks. Thanks, Pete,

bpreciate it.

iIs case, let"s push on and, John,

over to you to talk about the 2018 ICCAT Annual

Meeting. We-"ll
here.
DR. G

pull the present

just pull up your presentation

RAVES: I don®"t think people can

ations up on their computers off
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the website. IS
I ju
hear me on the g

MR.

to hear the speg

OPERA
speaker.

DR.
Let"s go.

Okay .

quick rundown of

at the ICCAT meeting in November.

In this room hes
Advisory Commit
apologize to t
presentation, b
that Committee.
spend a little 1|
this panel.
And

fast enough thg
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B

|

\

|

!

|

¥

I

|

=
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that correct?

it want to make sure, can they
hone 1T 1"m talking like this?
ROOKS:

Operator, are you able

ker at this point?

TOR: Yes, we can hear the
GRAVES: Great. All right.
So, | just wanted to do a real

what happened or didn®"t happen
Several people
rd the presentation at the ICCAT

fee meeting in April. So, 1

em. It is exactly the same

t, of course, i1t was done for

So, what I am going to do is

ore time on what i1s relevant to

opefully, 1711 blow through it

t there will be some time for

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

questions, but

especially for s
anything you wan
So, just meet me

tonight or the g

Start

35 people on ol

large delegation

have. And the &
at the ICCAT mes
So, |
had our Commis
then, our Recre;
and Eugenio

Commissioner. A
from HMS Intern
yes, for the in
had our lawyers,
had our Committ
representing thg

It rotates arou

COoy
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if we don"t get to them, and

ome of the new people, if there®s
t to ask, 1*m going to be around.
during the break or at the social
ther nights.

ing off, the U.S. went with about
Ir delegation. That 1s a very
, but 1t"s a typical size that we
imount of work that we have to do
tings is iIncredible.

e have a lot of people here. We

sioner, John Henderschedt, and
gtional Commissioner, Ray Bogan,
Pineiro is our Commercial

A\nd then, we had a lot of people

ational. We also had, 1 mean,

lernational affairs. In HMS, we

enforcement agents, and then, we

pe members. And Mike Luisi

was

» Mid-Atlantic Council. And so,

nd the Councils. They have one
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member on the
rotates. And sgQ
see on this list
listening in. {
big team and we

Just
at ICCAT, the me
were

present.

leadership posit

Compliance Commjittee,

chair of that fd
prior to that |i
United States ha
there.

The
Group, Deirdre \
that process.
birthing process
to get there th
iIs Chair of the

So, the U.S. was

COUR
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delegation each year, and it
, several of the people you can
are here now, and Katie Moore is
bhe was on there. So, it was a
had a lot of work to do.
real briefly, of the 52 parties
mber nations, there were 45 that
The United States has some
ions at ICCAT. Importantly, the
Derek Campbell has been
r two or three sessions now, and
t was Chris Rogers. So, the
s had a very important position
Convention Amendment Working
arener-Kramer has been chairing
It has been about a 10-year
. So, we are, hopefully, going
s November. And Oriana Villar
Online Reporting Working Group.
well represented up on the stage.
NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Therg
were adopted an
new members here
with the way
recommendation
voluntary. So,
So,

perspective, 1if

these are sort of the U.S. priorities.

an assessment ofj
overfished and g

In t
right where we w

at that necessar

Fishing mortalit

2015, the bioma

what we need:s
sustainable yieg
occurring. And
2018, and we wel

the biomass neq
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were 12 recommendations that
two resolutions. And for the
ICCAT i1s a little back-asswards
consider -- a

that they

s binding and a resolution 1is

that"s their English, not mine.

just to put  things into

we go back to last November,

ICCAT had

bigeye tuna in 2018. Bigeye are

verfishing iIs occurring.

e 2010 assessment, ICCAT were

anted them to be, a biomass right
y Ffor maximum sustainable yield.

Yy was just under that. But, 1iIn

5s had dropped to about .67 of

d for biomass for maximum

ild, and there was overfishing

they did another assessment in
e down to .59, or 59 percent of

essary fTor maximum sustainable
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yield and the oy
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erfishing had Increased greater.

And also, during each three of those

assessments, thg
yield decreased
happening there
know -- is growty
There®s been a
fishery, and a Ig
Iin the iIncreasin
out a lot of 1
maximum  sustail
overfishing that
get something in
of the bigeye ty

Blue
year, and that §
right around .7
necessary for map

fishing mortalit

for maximum sust

So, Af we compare that to the

COUR
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» estimated maximum sustainable
considerably. So, what"s been
-—- of course, most of you
1 overfishing has been occurring.
change in selectivity of the

t of small bigeye are being taken

g skipjack fishery that"s taken
ndividuals. That reduces your
iable yield and causes the

we"re seeing. So, we wanted to
place to stop the hemorrhaging

na.

marlin was also assessed last

Issessment came in, blue marlin,

, or 70 percent of the biomass

cimum sustainable yield. And the

y was right about that necessary

ainable yield.

last
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assessment, what

we"ve stopped the hemorrhaging,

don®"t have any
some hope that
build up the big
Bluet
Eastern stock o
really get full
the year before
assessment for b
emergency measul
hoping to actual
meeting in Noven
The
Group iIs getting
the amendments |
that are new,
sixties. That w
straddling stodq
terminology and
outdated.

So, w
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1*s happened with blue marlin 1is
but we really
jcope to rebuild. So, there was
ve reduce Tfishing mortality and

nass.

in tuna, this is primarily iIn the
T bluefin tuna that we did not
gonsensus on a management measure
when there had already been an
juefin tuna. We had to take some
res iIn the fall, and we were
ly get a measure in place at the
ber .
Convention Amendment Working
ever so close to actually having
adopted. And for those of you
ICCAT was formed back in the
s before the Law of the Sea and
of the

ks. And so, some

the way 1it"s operated is

e"re trying to come up to modern
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times and we"re
process.

Impro
surveillance mg
apple pie for ug
compliance, adw
also, by catch 1
slate. Obviousl

out on all of thg

objectives for t

So, Where did we get?

panel 1, which |
where bigeye tu
competing measu
European Union,
they were takin
bigeye problem.
usually, what ha
papers are put d
will ask the pan

make one particu
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doing that through an amendment
ved modern control and
asures, that"s motherhood and
, and It"s necessary, as well as
ancing harvest strategies and,
ssues. So, that was sort of our
y, we weren"t going to put paper
2se, but those were our goals and
he meeting.

Starting with
s the tropical tuna, so this is

na would be, there were three

res that were tabled by the
suatemala, and South Africa. And
g different approaches to the

There was no consensus. And

bpens at a meeting when multiple
Ut there i1s that the Panel Chair
ties to get together and kind of

lar proposal. Well, they worked
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at it, but they
So,
reduce the TAC,
catches.
started at 55k,

It"s currently

53

didn"t get anywhere.
It started off, they wanted to

which has been exceeded by the

And sg@, they wanted to drop that. It

but 1t was slowly moving up.

1J

At 65k. Catches are about 80k.

It didn"t get anywhere.

Quotas for contracting parties.

way that It"s s¢
catch,
tons of bigeye,
below that, de

developing or 4

limit you®"re not| supposed to exceed.

exceed that limi
what®s happening
coming from the
from all of t
allowed to come

tons or 1575,

The

ot up for bigeye i1s that, i1If you

1T a country catches more than 3500 metric

they have a quota. IT you“re
pending on whether you are a
| developed nation, you have a
But 1f you
t, then you®ll have a quota. But
iIs the overfishing has not been
countries that have quotas, but
hese other countries that are
up to this limit of 3500 metric

depending on the country. And

that"s where thg excesses have been occurring.

COoy

(202) 234-4433
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So, we"re trying

quotas. There w

54

to get more people under with

AS an agreement there.

And also, the major problem here has

been growth in |
purse seine TIsS
bigeye. Of coun
they"re trying t
effort to 2015
consensus.

So, |
the meeting. We
IS occurring on
simply put In an
measure. It"s
the TAC at 65,00
the last three
been 80,000 met

the stock is onl

I

It ¢
measure that thi

TAC was exceed€

COUR
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pverfishing. It"s the skipjack

nery which i1s taking the small
s5e, they are focused on FADs, and
D just actually put a cap on that

levels. We did not reach a

ere we are getting at the end of
have a problem where overfishing

an overfished species. And so,

estoppel measure or a stop-gap

a one-year rollover. It keeps

D metric tons. But, again, over

years, the actual catches have

'ic tons. So, the condition of

y going to get worse.

uspended payback. So, the

s was replacing required, if the

1, then 1t was those countries
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that had quota tH
was robbing som¢
they were not ex
Yet, they were
excesses of th
smaller levels.

And |
that, they alsg
Ghana®s payback
happened a few
that"s in place
a really big cut

So, |
a two-day intercH
start of our mes€

ICCAT meeting.

1J

something in plg

problem, It"s (f
some of the work
Anoth

to finalize some

COUR
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1at had to pay it back. But that
of these countries raw because
ceeding their individual quotas.
going to have pay back for the
ese  other countries that had
So, that didn"t fly.
50, In addition to suspending
decided, well, we"ll suspend
for their excesses that had
years past. So, the measure
there, 1t"s a little bandage on
and 1t"s bleeding.
hat they did approve was to have
pssional meeting right before the
ting in November in Curacao, the
we"ll

So, hopefully, get

iIce. But the magnitude of this
bt to be done probably before,
before we get to the meeting.

Er major issue, again, was trying

thing for bluefin tuna. And the
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European Union ¢
the first day of
those elements
year before, but
there. And we hg
paragraph-by-par
ugly time becal

bluefin tuna caty

over this three

year have the hi
has ever alloweg
be the highest ¢
lot of unreports

And {

ability to catch

56

ropped a 46-page recommendation
the meeting. And, yes, some of
had been discussed before, the
there was a lot of new stuff in
ad to go through it, essentially,
To me,

agraph. it was a pretty

Ise most countries, you know,
ches are allowed or able to go up
year period. And we will next
ghest bluefin catches that ICCAT
. And that doesn"t mean they~"ll
atches because we used to have a
d catches.

50, countries are wanting more

the fish, and so, reducing some

of the regulations that we"ve used to rebuild the

stock. Well, th

at"s great, but what came to 1is,

for each paragraph, a country here or a country

there wanted,
minimum size forn

want to change d@

COUR
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Vell, we"d like to remove this

us for this time period,™ or "We

ur, you know, reduce the closed
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season.”™ So, al
measure. But W
It"s not a grea
happens.

And 8
TAC will go down

the age classes ¢

this next three

of these

management

57

I 1t ended up was weakening the

e finally got it approved, but

t measure and we will see what
gain, 1t is projected that the
, looking at the composition of
T bluefin tuna in the East, after
r'year period. So, reducing all

measures and control

measures, we"re [going to have to put them back in

place most likel
than 1t 1s to re

Then,
resolution reg4d
bluefin, which
which many peopl
in here, looking
U.S. part of it.

Panel
billfish, sharkg

So, the United

COUR

(202) 234-4433

y, and that"s a lot harder to do
move them.
just real quickly, there was one

rding harvest strategies for

IS a process which is ongoing,

e In this room have participated

at 1t as stakeholders for the

4 includes the swordfish,

, many of the bycatch species.

States, we came iIn with a blue
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marlin measure.

essentially Tish

allow them to r§g

measure, and thg
1750 metric tons
the reductions.
de minimis 250
marlin -- after
or proactively

we essentially

recreational Ti

hooks, then, ar

reduces the
billfish -- the
220. That was
other countries
know.

And t
iIt"s Important.
It"s one 1 knoy

about, as well a
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Again, we wanted to reduce
ing mortality for blue marlin to
The EU had a competing
y dropped the TAC from 2,000 to
, with the major players taking
And the U.S., which has just a
combined blue marlin and white
we have unilaterally gone ahead
retention,

)rohibited commercial

voluntarily went to 250

sh and we"ve included circle

d natural baits, which greatly

post-release mortalities of

y wanted us to drop from 250 to

just a nonstarter for us, when

have made similar measures, you

nis 1s something to consider, and

It"s a philosophical issue and

that Glenn and 1 have talked

5 other people at the table here.
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It"s that the Ui
here proactively
we have to make
don®"t get credi
proactively. O
lead by our chin

We re
these measures.
existing measur
thing. We"re nq
there i1s a white
year, and really
two species toge
both assessments

Then))
passed in Panel
for sharks, that
naturally attac
ICCAT already reg

water nations wh

they"re just adg
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ited States, often we do things
. And then, we go to ICCAT and
another round of cuts because we
I for the cuts that we®"ve done
as Hammer would have said,

we

. And we"re i1n this place now.

ally didn"t get consensus between

So, we just rolled over the

>, which 1s probably an okay
t overfishing blue marlin. And
marlin assessment occurring this
you"re going to managing those
Fher. So, you might as well have
. So, not a major issue there.
the things that we didn"t get
4. So, fins attached, this is
they be landed with their fins
ed. Many of the countries at
quire this, but it"s the distant
and there

ere we have an issue,

mantly opposed to doing that.
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We ha

this. We cou
probably not an
iItT we do a
objection, and
where they don*
to wait for some
they need to ge
to concede to th
But,
conservation, usg
we, of course, all
fishery.
Monit
interactions, th
were all in Panel
like three, four

the course of th

Thursday in Pang

end of the meetling.

United States.
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d approximately 30 cosponsors on
d go for a vote, but there"s
benefit in doing that because,
pte, countries could take an
hen, they would put i1t in place
have to do that. We might want
ime when they"re In a tight spot,
something, and they“"re willing
iIs. So, we get the measure.
here we go, sea turtle
> of circle hooks, something that

ready do in our pelagic longline

oring and avoiding cetacean

at also didn*"t go. So, these

4. At ICCAT, you meet in panels
maybe sometimes five times over

e week. So, we"re here late on

1 4, and we"re getting near the

And here we are with the

So, Fabio, who i1s the Chair of
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Panel 4 from

that -- they u
attached, was ds
emergency room;
and marlins in |
was essentially
measures.

And g¢
at that meeting
there already T
gets very demora

So, not great in

In tdg

we have two thir

billfish check sheet.

thing, but thereg

countries aren"t

supposed to report or say,

apply to us.™
their reporting

will help us wit
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Brazil, summarized it for us
sed a medical analogy. Fins
ad on arrival; cetaceans, iIn the

turtles iIn critical conditions,

leed of a transplant. And that

the status of those four
b, 1T you"ve been working already
-— at that time, some of us were
r a week -- i1t"s a slog, and it
lizing, but you just push ahead.
Panel 4.

rms of the Compliance Committee,
igs: a shark check sheet and a
It may not seem like a big
are a lot of these measures that
really sure what it iIs they“re
"Oh, that doesn"t
Here, 1t specifies exactly what

requirements are. And so, that

h compliance for sure.
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The ¢

year we have a
Committee, wher
look at them T
reporting requi
their limits.
Iden
identified in t
clean up their
It can eventug
measures, which §
has. And so,
off the list.
identification w
variety of iIssus

And

parties and therg

Fifty-one membeg
letters. We |
concern. Now W

address particul
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ompliance Committee, every other
vo-day meeting of the Compliance

we go country by country and
r how they®"re doing with their
'ements and, also, with any of
nd we did that.
ification. So, 1If a country 1is
1e ICCAT process and they don"t
ess or take care of the problem,
Ily lead to trade-restrictive

are the biggest hammer that ICCAT

I you're identified, you can get

Sierra Leone did that, but
s maintained for Dominica for a
S .

there®s 52

then, of course,

2"s also non-contracting parties.

rs and non-members received

Ised to call them Iletters of

e jJust say they“re letters to

ar iIssues. But congrats to the
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U.S. here; we dig

time. So, well
But y
has got issues

requirements ang
huge.

And
recommendation §
compliance deadl

Just
Permanent Working

monitoring, cont

particularly wh

63

in"t get a letter of concern this
done.

ou can see that almost everybody
. But that"s the reporting
things at ICCAT, they“re pretty

then, also, we put 1In a
nd adopted a recommendation on
Ines.

moving up here real quickly,
y Group, that"s really looking at

rol, and surveillance.

We updated the [IUU Vessel List,
at happens TfTollowing listing.
others, the regional Ffishery

So, informing
management orgar
on the list and

Port

izations, that these vessels are
improving that communication.
This

states measures. IS just

bringing ICCAT into line with the FAO port states

measures agreeme
ago. And 1t
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nt that was adopted a few years

was iInteresting that several
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countries object
these measures,
that these measy
that"s ICCAT.

Okay .
monitoring syste
forth by the U
size of vessels |

have a one-hour

vessels, except

small tunas iIn t
And

adopted this

inspection that
And 1t"s having

also, capacity-Q

64

ed from the floor about some of
but it was pointed out to them
res are already in place. But
Minimum standards for vessel

ms. This was one that was put

LS. to essentially decrease the

‘hat have to report, and we still
pbull-in rate for the purse seine
for those that are targeting
he Med.
then,

they just essentially

exchange program for at-sea
could be a tool for compliance.
countries work together and,

uilding in this respect.

I*m going through these quickly, but

those don*"t pert

Then,
the application (g
system, both the¢
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aln too much to this panel here.
there were two small measures on

F the bluefin tuna documentation
paper and the electronic form,
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with regard to
Iceland have no
1t, you bring It

And s
the fTishermen dg

but they have (¢

Nd

keep them In goof
be able to sel]
allows them to ¢
that capacity
there®s just thg
STACHK
the infrastructu
meeting, they wg
place to be. T
develop the el
system and, alg(
things, which i1s

changed that st

Norway .

within their quota.
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Norway and Namibia and

bycatch policies. |ITf you kill

in.
0, In the case of bluefin tuna,
) not get compensated for this,
bring it Iin. But they have to
| condition, and Norway wanted to

them. And so, this measure
p that, providing that they have
And so,
se two systems.
AD Is just the monetary, sort of
re of ICCAT. When we started the
2re In the hole, not at a good
ney“"ve been using their fund to
ectronic  bluefin documentation
b, Ffund some of the scientific
just not a good way to go. They

ucture, and they also adopted a

funding scheme, which has been played around with

for a few years|
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catch documentat
And 1
we wanted to be.
the amendments.
We"ve already
vetting It in th
be formally adop
Hallelujah.
So,
strategies measy
was kind of funr

ICCAT we don"t hg

some of the expertise

So, there are 4
roadmap. So, wg

Right
northern albacor
tuna. They woul
but bluefin tuna
complicated enoy

with tropicals,
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ion system. So, that®"s good.
n plenary, we got almost to where
The wording is all accepted for
Essentially, 1t will be adopted.
gone through this process of
e other languages, and it should
ted at the meeting in November.

an aspirational harvest
re/roadmap was adopted, but it
y because in the finance part of
ave the money to bring in to hire
that we need for these.

couple of road bumps on this
"1l see how fast we get.

now, they®"ve gotten through
e. They"re working on bluefin
d like to get to tropical tunas,
with the East and West stocks is
gh. How you®re going to deal

who knows? Northern swordfish
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would be maybe
after.
So,

marlin assessme

67

another low-hanging fruit to go
yhere we are. There®"s a white

Nt this year, and that will be

occurring next mopnth.

Yellc
July. We"re
They were okay ai
but this growth
bigeye will evel

too, because the

And

stock assessment

benchmark asses

concerns after the last assessment and

an opportunity t
in place now for

In t
already had a cg
one coming up wi

November and ths
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wfin tuna will be happening in
goncerned with yellowfin tuna.
I the time of the last assessment,
overfishing that we"ve seen for
Ttually catch up with yellowfin,
v "re taken in the same fisheries.
vith shortfin mako, there®s a

update. This is not a fTull

sment, but certainly there are

It"s also
0 see the measures that have been
a year, how they"re working.

erms of 1intercessionals, we"ve
uple of them, and the only other
Il be right before the meeting in

it will be on Panel 1. And then,
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we"ll be i1n Cun
November .
And g

had three rappor
did an incredibl
when Fabio was g
not only do the)
front of 650 of
have to take rea
And

trying to fing
smiling. There
them, but there
And t

MR. B
(Appl

MR. B
question or two hg
MR. H

Mote Marine Lab.

John,
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acao for nine days, 10 days 1in
o, | just wanted to thank -- we

teurs, Sea Grant Fellows. They

e job, including reporting out
)ne to the entire Committee. So,
y have to sit up on a table iIn
their closest friends, i1t"s they
11y good notes.
'hen, of course, the pictures,
ones where the people were
were a few times, not many of
vere a few.

hat was 1t. So, thank you.

ROOKS: Great. Thanks, John.
ause.)
ROOKS: Bob? We have time for a

2re. Bob? Then, over to Rusty.

UETER: Thank you. Bob Hueter,

could you explain to us, those of
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us who don"t havse
the fins attached
supported it, cosp
52 total. How m
become a recommenq

And
is, you said tha
because it"s stil|l
countries™. I°d |l
those nations are
against this, pleg

Thank

DR. 6
question first, th
said he"d die befQ

really Japan, Chipf

doesn"t have much of a voice, but 1

they"re very supp
your major opposi|l

In Pap
You can ¢

on it.
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ICCAT experience -- you said, for
policy, there were 30 parties that
onsored or supported it, out of the
any do you need for something to
jlation or a resolution?
nen, the other part of my question
t didn"t pass or wasn®"t taken up
opposed by "distant water fishing
ike to know what the main names of
that are still leading the charge
ASe .
you.
RAVES: Well, to do your second
e Japanese Commissioner pretty much
re they would adopt that. But it"s
1a, Korea, and, well, Taiwan really
don"t think
ortive of i1t, either. So, that"s
rion.
el 4, the members, they could vote

all for a vote. And it"s a simple
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majority of those

Meagan here? But

it"'s a simple majority. As 1

that with Norway (g
But wg
a problem. Buti

probably more impd@

70

present, 1 think. And Meagan -- is

I think that"s the policy. 1 think
recall, when we did
bne year, it was really close.

» can call for that, and that®s not
it"s the peer pressure that"s

rtant than a vote. Because, again,

ifT we take the vote, they can formally object. And

so, they don"t hayf

e to do 1t. So, what have you won?

We"re still isolating them now in a position with the

peer pressure. .
Commissioners havg
MR. B
you"re basically
something forward
near consensus?
DR. @
consensus.
there, fTour or Ti|\
a long time. 9

consensus for 52 |
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Therne have been, 1

nd that"s just something that our
> to welgh-in.
ROOKS: So,

John, does that mean

sort of -- you"re only moving
when you see you have consensus or
RAVES : ICCAT likes to operate by
think In my time
ye cases where we voted, and that"s
0o, try not to vote, but getting
nations is really tough.
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And j
this here with
allocation key f
don"t have any

yellowfin tuna.

get measures in pl

challenge.
MR. B
Bob,
Okay,
go to a break. R
MR.
Directed Susta

clarification, yd
through an update
Is that going to i
numbers?

DR.

Rusty, and 1 don]

don®"t have any of

so | don"t know
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Ust to go on, where we"re looking at
bigeye tuna, we don®"t have an
or the smaller harvesters and we
allocation key whatsoever for
And so, trying to develop those and

ace, It"s going to be a really tough

ROOKS: Thanks.

did you have a follow-up question?
Rusty? And then, we"ll probably

usty?

HUDSON: Thank you. Rusty with

inable Fisheries. John, on

1 said the shortfin mako is going

2 right now, the 20th to the 24th.

nclude our updated MRIP calibration

JRAVES: That"s a good question,

t know. I don"t know. I know we

our ICCAT scientists in the room,

for sure. IT anybody else has an
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answer to that?
I"m 3
to update our s
Because i1f we"re
would be nice to
our catches.
MR. H
biggest concern 1
with the shortfin
PSEs, the propor]
these offshore
grouper complex, {
50 i1s unreliable.
MR. B
John?
All
Appreciate it.
Let"s

reconvene at 11 o

Thanks .

(Wher

COoy
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a

»

i

L

N

A

H

A

€

=
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Iso interested whether we"re going

IlowfFin tuna landings with that.

going to be going into quota, it

have at least the right record for

UDSON: well, 1 agree. And the

have -- and 11l have to examine it
makos, the yellowfin tuna -- is the
Some of

rion of standard error.

situations, like 1iIn our snapper

re really high PSEs. Anything over

ROOKS: Thanks, Rusty.

No?
right. John, thanks very much.
get folks into a break. We will
clock.
pupon, the above-entitled matter
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went off the recor
a.m.)

MR. B
John Graves, to YV
HMS forage specie;
1:30-1t0-3:30 rand
time we can grab
And 1 think the tj
deep into It righy
subject, have somg
as needed, carry [
deeper conversatig

Secon(
bit chilly in hern
to the hotel to s¢
I*m seeing some I
We"ll try to keep

How"s
Better? Okay. A=
good.

And 1]
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d at 10:48 a.m. and resumed at 11:05

ROOKS: A couple of things. One,
our ask to have a conversation on
5. Our expectation is that in the
> today, we"ll probably have some
here, maybe 15 or 20 minutes or so.
1inking is, rather than getting too
now, let you sort of introduce the
Council voices weigh-in, and then,
‘hat over to the fall meeting for a
bn. Does that work? Okay.
| Is we"ve heard that it"s a little
2. So, | think someone has talked
e 1T we can get the temperature up.
ead nods that that would be good.
people warm.

the feedback on the speaker doing?

1d we don*"t have drilling, so that"s

m going to just remind folks again,
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just throughout t

a look at those
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he day or tomorrow morning, do take

surveys outside on FMP objectives,

fill them out, ang put them in the box with the shark

wrapping paper.

So, with that,

t would be appreciated.

I want to hand i1t over to

Guy and to Karyl tp walk us through a scoping document

on Al4.

a lot of work,

conversations whe
So, G

MR. D

And as pjromised, the Agency has been doing

and this is the first of several
re we"ll be seeking your feedback.
uy?

UBECK:

All right. So, yes, my name

is Guy Dubeck, herng to talk about the scoping document

for Amendment 14

management.

All right. So,

of the presentat
list of some of t

be using here. 1

but, for reference,

be. The main one

talking about are

COoy
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which would be the shark quota

here is a quick outline

fon. More importantly, here iIs a

he more popular acronyms we plan to

im going to try and say all of them,

here®*s where the acronyms would

$ we"re probably mostly going to be

going to be acceptable biological
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catch, or ABC; an
is overfishing Ii
that we will be rg

So,
Guidelines
prevent overfishiy

So, the guidelineg

L

these requirementy
2016 to allow for
a result of
implementation of
accountability med
that the OFL is gr
than the ACL.
This
annual catch limi|]

at the top therg

that"s the max
overfishing.
biological catch

75

wual catch limits, ACLs; OFL, which
nits —- are kind of the main three
2ferring to a lot.

oving on to background, the NS1

requife that the management measures

g, but also achieve optimum yield.

provide guidance on how to achieve
5.  The guidelines were revised in
increased management flexibility as
lessons learned through the
the annual catch limits and AMs, or
asures. Generally, the purpose is

pater than the ABC and it is greater

is kind of a framework of what the

s, or ACLs, are. So, you can see

is the overfishing limit. So,

imum amount of catch without

Then, there"s the  acceptable

So, this would address any

scientific uncergainty and establishing any risk
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policy.
of like the comme
that are
targets, or ACT,
fishery where we

expected to excee

down the fishery.

in plage.

76

Then, the annual catch limits would be kind

rcial quotas or recreational limits

And then, the annual catch

is kind of like in the commercial
have, once the quota exceeds or 1is

ad 80 percent, then we need to close

So, here"s kind of a history of the HMS

stock determinati

"*99 FMP defined
criterias are, but,

FMP incorporated those without any changes.

Amendment 3 esta

federal ly-managed

table of that Hpoks

on criterias and ACLs. Again, the

what the stock determination
then, the 2006 consolidated HMS

In 2010,

plished the ACL mechanism for the

species. And 1711 show you what a

like later on. And then,

Amendment 5b clanified that the ACL for prohibited

sharks equals zer

So, h

determination crliteria

determine what

overfishing areas

0.
ere"s kind of the current HMS stock
where we

figure here,

the overfishing, overfished and

will be.
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As 1
Amendment 3 wher¢
nonprohibited sha
got the OFL equal
to the ACL. And

and it"s divided |i

ACL for discary
fisheries. They"\
fisheries. That
And then, you©ve
which is actually

divide i1t down, an
accountability med
taken off the nex

Now

preliminary purpos

L

harvest has historically been variable.

to review the prg
related to the OFL
to be change,

modiFfications to t
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mentioned, this 1i1s the table 1in

we talked about the TAC ACL for
rk species. So, right now, you"ve
to the ABC, which, then, is equal
then, you"ve got the sector ACLs,
nto three groups, where we got the
Is, mostly for the commercial
ye got the ACL for the recreational

includes landings and discards.
got the commercial fishery ACL,

r the commercial quota, and then,
d you talk about the ACT, and then,
asures for the overharvest will be
[ season.
moving on to objectives, the
e and need of this is that the shark
So, we need
pcess for setting the HMS ABCs as
and ACLs, determine if there needs
need

and then, potentially,

he accountability measures based on
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that.

The 2(
on phase-ins,
determinations, W
on. So, we need
to determine 1if
changes.

The of
got five objectiy

to revise the ABC

does not exceed t

for ACLs for nonpjrohibited shark species.

also establish a p
for rebuilding sug
a process for add
underutilized segQ
then, also, d
flexibility to acg
sharks by sector}|
will

principally

we"re going to hg
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06 NS1 Guidelines provided guidance
carryovers, and overfishing
nich 1*11 go into more detail later
to review the current HMS process
we need to incorporate these for
pjectives from Amendment 14. We"ve
es we need to consider. The need
control rule to ensure that harvest
he OFL. Then, establish a process
And then,
rocess to determine, set the levels
ccess. Then, we"ve got to consider
ressing and distributing unused or
tor ACLs for shark species, and
onsider increasing management
ount for changes in harvest for the
The objectives of Amendment 14
focus on these five topics, and
wve options for each one of those
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later on.

So, mg
first thing is A
mentioned, 1is th
catch, which was
accounts for any s
rule, which is kin
catch based on
available.

Moving
Option 1 is the
quo, what we have
ABC, equals the T}

Optiof
control for all &
where i1t iIs just
ABC would be ™X'
for all

general

stock or managemey

D

The ng

control where we |
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)ving on to management options, the

BC control rules. The ABC, as |1

e level of catch, stocks annual

based on the ABC control. It
cientific uncertainty. The control
d of establishing the limit for the
information

the Dbest science

) on to the different options,

o action, which is kind of status
now, where we have the OFL equal to
\C, equals the ACLs.

@ 2 is to create a standard ABC
hark species and management group
generic for all species. So, the
percent of the AFL. It would be
shark species, regardless of the
"t group.

'xt one would be create a tiered ABC
vjould have different tiers based on
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whether the specig
unassessed, or b3
vulnerability.
And 1
peer review procs
rule. So, right
process for kind
using this to de]
would be for each
cons to this is 1
lot of the folks t
already involved
then, from there|
again because, |t
determine what thg
MR. BF
second. There IF
pairs of topic ar
through all of th

take them sort off

MR. D\
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»S or managed group was assessed or

s5ed on the confidence of the stock

ne last one would be to develop a
ss for determining the ABC control
now, this would be setting up a
of similar to the Councils of SSC,
fermine what the ABC control rule
species or management group. Some
t would just delay the process. A
hat would be involved with this are
with the stock assessment. And
it would just delay the process
‘hen, the group would meet and
> ABC control level would be.
ROOKS: Let me just jump in for one
5 going to be about five of these
d options. So, he®s going to walk
em, and then, we"ll come back and
one by one.

IBECK: Thanks.
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Next W

It allows for grag

81

ould be the phase-in ABC provision.

jual phase-in of changes of the ABC

over a period of |time to help stabilize catch. So,

instead of asseq
reductions, and W
would be phasing
year max. This
large changes due

Some
right now is, agali
no action. So, N
right now where t
fishermen fishing
away, this would

of phasing in thaf

Optiof

ssment  occurs and we need huge

e have to do it right away, this
in those reductions over a three-
acknowledges that there could be
to new scientific information.

of the options we"re considering
n, the first one is status quo; do
o phase-in, where we are currently
he stock assessment says there are
and the reduction needs to be right
pe put in place right away instead

[ reduction over time.

1 2 would be to use that phase-in

approach for any [reduction of the ABC, regardless of

the stock status.
Optiof
reduction unless

overfishing statu

(&)
V7
]
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1 3 would be to phase in ABC control

the stock 1i1s an overfished or
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And t
similar to the ¢
determination i
overfishing occur
reduction iIn righ
or when the rulem

But t
flexibility where
occurring, we cou

So, N
you can see, the {

again Amendment

ther options,

Iq

5 that

82

hen, Option 4 has that flexibility,
where if the stock

it"s overfished with
ring, we would potentially put that

Tt away or we would just next year,

aking was iIn place.

he other option with this one, the
if 1t"s overfished, no overfishing
Id phase iIn that reduction.

bving on to the TACs and ACLs, as

fligure 1 described earlier, that was

3 1In 2010 was i1mplemented. So,

changes in mechanjism might be necessary to facilitate

any changes with
changes may be neq
shark species.
Now
Again, no action \
anything.

Optio

the ABC control rule. And then,

pessary for better management of the

going through different options.

puld be the first one, not to change

m 2 would be to actively manage the

sector ACLs. Thjls would be us actively monitoring

COoy
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and putting in quotas for each one of these sectors.

Similar to how w
have quotas and W

be also doing it

jth a commercial Tfishery where we
e actively manage that, this would

for the recreational and discards

and scientific research.

Optiof

ACL, which would

bluefin tuna Tfishery,

involved, where th

could be transferred to each one of the

depending on what
exceeded. So, th
bluefin tuna FTishg
be reducing each
buffer.

Optiof
each management (¢
species.

And 0

specific ACL with

1 3 Is to establish a reserve sector
be very similar to what is in the
where we would have a buffer
ere could be an observed quota that
sectors,
the catch levels are, so it"s not
Is adds some flexibility like the

2ry. However, with this, you would

sector®"s ACL to account for this

" 4 would be establish an ACL for

roup as a whole without individual

ption 5 would be to a species-

out gear or quota linkages. So,

right now, we havge quota linkages involved with the
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fishery where we
hammerhead specieq
linked. This wo(
of the species
then, there is no
HoweVvg
with the fishery
that are open,
retention limits
So, it just adds
having for the lar
for example, ag
hammerhead managg
potentially have
limits based on ef
The ng
The first one, agg
we only allow car
the sector ACL, @

right now, we have

up to 50 percent f
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have aggregated large coastal and
5 are linked; management groups are
Id be individual ACLs for each one
ithin the management groups, and
quota linkages.
2r, this one, it adds complexity
where you might have some species
some species closed, different
)er species and quotas per species.
that complexity where, instead of
ge coastal fishery in the Atlantic,
coastal and the

gregated large

d group and the quotas, you could
eight to ten quotas and potential
ich one of those species.

ext one would be carryover options.
IS no action.

in, Where currently

ryover of the commercial landings,

nly 1f it"s a healthy stock -- so,
the carryover of the Gulf blacktip

and the smoothhound fishery.
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Option 2 would be distribute any unused

ACL to the sector
ifT the aggregated
underharvested by

roll over that 10

where the underharvest occurs. So,
large coastal fishery landings were
| say, 10 metric tons, then we could

metric tons to the following season.

Option 3 would be distribute the unused

portion of the ACL across all the sectors,

how it was establ

based on

ished. So, iIf, say, the commercial

fishery has 70 peffcent of the overall ACL, then they

would only get

70 percent of that potential

underharvest, and| then, the other sectors would get

the same percentage based on their distribution.

And O

ption 4 would allow carryover of any

unused, as long as i1t does not exceed the ABC.

And then,

Option 5 would be allow for

carryover of underharvest, but limit that carryover

to a percentage qf the overall ACL.

we only allow 50
would also set up
only allow up to

Movin

Similar to how
percent of the carryover now, we
some sort of percentage that would
that point to be carried over.

g on to the last option here, this
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would be the mult
first one, no actj
year of Tfishing
criteria. So,
currently do with
stock status shoull

Optiof
status based on
either annually
example is, say, 0
combined for even)
species 1S exceef(]
make the determing
for that managed ¢

Optiof
average of the tof
iT overfishing stg

And tf
similar way to t

have a percent

account for any Vg
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i-year fishing option. Again, the
on, where we would not allow multi-
to determine stock determination
right now, only allow what we
assessment, determining what the
d be.
1 2 would be to change the stock
the Tfishing mortality estimates,
br over a multi-year basis. An
ver a multi-year if the overall ACL
ything for the management group or
ed over multiple years, we could
ation that overfishing Is occurring
jroup .
1 3 would be to compare a three-year
ral harvest of the OFL to determine
tus IS occurring.
ien, Option 4 is kind of using in a
ne recreational Tfishery where you
standard error meta-analysis to
Ariance in catches over those three
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years. As you
catches are varial
years, that it wol

And t
three-year averag
overfishing has €

make the determinfg

it has been under

So, fthose are the options.

currently in publyp
July. So, lan Mi
him through regul

Karyl, or lan.

I als

87

know, as 1 mentioned, the shark
le, has been so variable over a few
11d take that into determination.
hen, the last option iIs to use a
e catch to OFL to determine when
nded. So, similar, but this would
ation that overfishing has ended if
that amount.

We are
c comment for this until the end of
Iler, submit comments directly to
ation.gov or by contacting myself,

D want to mention, this just came

out today. It fjiled today in the public Register.

It is the scoping
out today is Kking
actions. It has

Amendment 14, we
We have a standald

14, but, then, in

COUR

(202) 234-4433

meetings. So, the notice that came

| of a combined one with multiple
all of them in here. But, for
have a webinar next week for this.
ne meeting in St. Pete for Amendment
Fort Pierce, Manteo, and Louilsiana,
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there i1s going to
the other two ac¢
management, both
then, also, we ar
this, too, time wi

Our ng
period. We are N
early 2020, and t
2020 or the beginy

So no

And 1711 go back [

MR. BF
first, with a
general, and then

topic and see what
options.
Rusty
MR. H\
We"re

prohibited list ¢

that unknown stajtus for the 19 species. I
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be a combined scoping meeting with
tions. Amendment 13 and special
will be discussed tomorrow. And
e going to the Councils to present
Iling.

ext steps with this is the comment
oping to have a proposed rule out
nen, have this final at the end of
ning of 2021.
w, we will move on to questions.
0 the different ones.

ROOKS:  Yes. So, let"s just start,
puple of clarifying questions in
, we"ll sort of take it topic by

thoughts you have on the different

IDSON: Rusty Judson, DSF.

going to need to review this

n sharks. Part of the reason 1is

think
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about two of them
of an assessment.
That
You can see the ¢
those two-month
the 45 days for ti
QC, the i1dea of 1
you"ve got Tive
assessment for
assessed, you“re
the recreational
census. And even
the following yea
into whatever you
even know if youT
would say a three/
be useful when yd

commercial. You

How T

key question. B¢

saw at the SEDAR $
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A

\

n
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at least one, dusky has some kind

lide No. 9, if you could go to that?

iscards. And the recreational has

aves, between the two-month wave,
em to get the material, the QA, the

miting things to three years, when

years of projections of the stock

it least the stock that"s been
10t going to get a good grip around
discards and/or landings without a
then, you®re still a half-year into
before you can plug all that stuff
re going to assess. So, you don"t
ve blown by It in one year. So, |
year running average would at least
I"re dealing with the recs and the
ve at least got a census.
that"s a

O get those assessments,

cause, right now, based on what 1

teering Committee meeting, we"re at
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2023 before we g€
been asking for a
simple in-house,
get on the list.
the sharks that 1

know, better sciel

NIMS.
MR. B
David
comment?
MR. S
MR. B
MR.

stipulations or c¢
could be used for
do with bluefin t
MR .
mentioned this ea
international stg
international stg

that way.
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£ done with the hammerheads. 1"ve
blacknose update, so something real
and 1"m told 2024 before that can
There®"s a lot of things here with
ceds not only clarifying, but, you

tific information made available by

ROOKS: Thanks, Rusty.
did you have a question or a
CHALIT: A question.
ROOKS: Please.
SCHALIT: Does ICCAT have any

nstrain the amount of rollover that
the sharks that it manages, as they
ina?

DUBECK : Yes. I should have

lier. So, there are exceptions for

cks. If that is determined by an

ck that i1t"s quota, it is limited
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MR. B
Karyl
MS.

clarification for
manage sharks.
but sharks aren™t
And |
one quick thing wi
Just

species.

addressing anythi

the prohibited spg

MR. H
equals zero for
that.

MR. B

MR.
guestion on carry
somebody
standards, isn"t

between the OFL ai

else with that?
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can dg

H

)

1

!

H

=

to clarify,

nd ABC?
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ROOKS: Thanks.

p

BREWSTER-GEISZ: The other

that is ICCAT does not currently
e have recommendations for sharks,
part of the ICCAT Convention.

did want to just touch base with
ich Rusty said about the prohibited
Amendment 14 1is not
1g to do with prohibited species or
bcies ACL being equal to zero.

JDSON: To reply, when you have ACL

rohibited species, it does affect

ROO0KS: Jason?

ADRIANCE: Yes, a clarifying
pbver. And | may be incorrect, and
puble-check. In the national

carryover limited to a difference

Or am 1 confusing something
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MR. O
long as 1It"s not ¢
to the amounts.
some of the Tishe
can carry over onlf
the ABC and ACL ai

MR. Bf
back to each top
rules first?

MR. D\

MR.
options here, ang

thoughts, conversg

3

Fa)

seems to make senfs
Jason
MR. All
1 thi
think you need tg
determine that AB(
you, jJust from my

something we strug
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UBECK: No, you“"re right. So, as

xceeding those. You can carry over
So, there®"s buffers involved that
ries have put in place where they
y a certain amount because of where
id OFL are.

ROOKS: well,

Okay . let"s double-

C. You want to go to ABC control

IBECK: Yes.

BROOKS : Again, there are Tfour
it would be great to hear some
'tions, on which one of these option

€ .

p

DRIANCE: Thanks.

nk, just personal perspective, |
develop a peer review process to

, that control rule. But I°11 tell

y experience at Gulf SSC, that 1is

gle with, that control rule, almost
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every meeting. A(g
at being reeval
mentioned, it wil|l
think 1t will put |\
it that way.

MR. BH
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tually, it"s currently being looked

lated. So, Ulike 1 think you
be a little longer process, but 1
you in better footing if you develop

ROOKS: Thanks.

Who ellse wants to weigh-in on the options

here for the ABC
out as particula
definitely to steg
Yes, [
MR. H
just kind of a

different areas wh

different regions|

of a one fTix for
looked at where |
this? Because yg
Coast of Florida,
Carolina. Everywl

of sharks being (¢
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control rule? Anything that jumps
rly advisable to do or something
er clear of?

nlease, Dewey.
EMILRIGHT - I guess mine would be

general comment. There®s three
ere the sharks are caught at, three
And i1t seems like this i1s kind
all. Is i1t something that could be
t"s one size doesn*t fit all with
"ve got the Gulf; you"ve got East
and you®ve got a little bit of North
lere else there®s not a whole bunch
look at the

caught. And so, you
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rules where stuff®s caught first,

levels probably in the Gulf gets

caught fast versus the other regions.

I was| just wondering,

going to fit al
Ffishers
the areas that n

like that? Does

MR. BROOKS: Yes.

different control

in all three areas or should

IS this one size
I going to be productive for the

it be tied to

D]

ged fixing, tweaking, or something
that make sense, what 1°m saying?
So, could you have a

rule for different areas?

Do yod want to jump in on that?

MR.

possibility. Kind of similar to No.

talking about the

now we have theg
blacktip assessment happening now. So,
different regions|

different possibjlities on what the control

could be or what

MS. B

the ABC control r

COoy
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DUBECK : Yes. So, that"s a
3, where we"re
assessed or unassessed, where right
Gulft blacktip and the Atlantic
there"s two
So, we would have potentially two
rule
those levels could be, too.

REWSTER-GEISZ: And just add to that
ule does not set up the sector ACLs
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or the subregion 1
larger stock levg
various quotas an(
for?

I thij
the regions, but
little higher levg
considering the di

MS. B
closest to what m3

is the tiered
vulnerability and
assessed and non-#

the one that I"m |

And cfg
IS spending more g
from the public |
interactions are
you guys have receq
Atlantic iIn referg

So,
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egional quotas. So, this is at the
1, where do we then set all the
| levels that we should be shooting
nk, ultimately, it will affect all
at this larger level 1t"s just a
2l than that. So, yes, we will be
fferent regions.

FCKWITH:  Yes, No. 3 1s certainly
ny of the Councils are using, which
approach based on the stock
based on available information and
ssessed, and all those. So, that"s
nost familiar with.

rtainly, the South Atlantic Council
and more time listening to comments
vith concerns about how the shark
bccurring In our area. And 1 know
ived a comment letter from the South
ence to that.

tiered

really looking at the

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

approach, but with
to start addressi
local fTishermen g
and gear damage.

MR. BH

in a minute. B

necessarily exc

developing a thre

on how this peer
who woulld be the

MR. D
-- It"s how iIt"s
say, HMS, NIMS fo
academics,

commeri(

Council setups.
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1 as much flexibility built into it
ng some of these concerns that our
re having in terms of interactions
ROOKS: Thanks.

ping to go over to Kirby and Marcos
are 3 and 4

t just a question:

usive? Could one pursue 3,

p-way peer review process?

UIBECK: Yes.

ROOKS: Okay. Thanks.

P

DOTES-MURDY: Thank you.

AN you give me a little more detail

eview process would play out? Like

)eer reviewers?

IBECK: Yes, so it would be kind of

set up. So, I mean, it could be,

ks internal, and, also, it could be

cial fishermen similar to like the

But, then, this would actually be
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done like after
assessment would
come together 34
determine what thg
be before moving
delaying the procg

MR. [

question?

MR.

-

R
still a little con

peer review or it

that"s what I1"m trying to get cleared up.

have outsiders peg
what the control
house you have stg

MS. Bf
Kirby, 1t could bg
so a lot of this
think the idea of
AP meeting, where

also looking for
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the assessment is done. So, the

be done. Then, this group would

nd look at the assessment and
> ABC control rule or levels should
forward. So, it is just kind of
2SS.  You know, It"s an extra step.
BROOKS : Does that answer your
OOTES-MURDY: Yes. I guess I™m
fused. So, i1t could be an internal
could be an external? And 1 guess
Would you
2r reviewing to give you a sense of
rule should be or would it be iIn-
A determining that?

REWSTER-GEISZ: So, at this point,
> either or both. This is scoping,
IS we"re putting out an idea. I
the peer review came up at our last
somebody suggested it. So, we are

Feedback from all of you on, iIf we
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do go forward wit
that peer review (
it to be internal
that?
MR. |t
something to con
comments.
Go ahg
MR. R
this option in, i
role of that peer
an assessment becg
if you have a pe
that"s just a com
MR. BF
We way

this, and then, gq

Marco

A

MR. H
the No. 3, would

invite you guys,

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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N a peer review option, what would
pptions look like? And do you want
and all of

only, external only,

BROOKS: Yes. So, definitely
ment on today or in subsequent
pad, Kirby.
DOTES-MURDY: 1 think if you leave
C might be good to clarify what the
review Is versus the peer review of
use that can start to get confusing
er review of a peer review. But
nent on No. 4.

ROOKS:  Thanks.

"t to get a Couple more comments on

» to the next topic.

57
ANKE: 111 be very quick. Also,
it make more sense? And 1 will

pbnce you have to address something
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for the Caribbeay
creating very iInng
issue with th

assemblages, and

for you guys, Ju§
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1, at the Council level they are
pvative or new ways to address this
e multi-species approach and
bther things, that might be useful

t keeping contact with me or with

the SSC in the Calribbean.

Thank

MR. B
Jason.

MR. Hl
is linkage. And 1

We"re one of ty
hammerheads in thg
took no issue. B
them to shut down
are somehow intey
Gulf of Mexico w
Carolina hammerhe

without federal pg

problem.

you.
ROOKS: Rusty? And then, back to
JDSON: One of the problems 1 have
he hammerhead is a perfect example.

o stocks out of six stocks of
> world that has no issue, that ESA
ut, yet, we are using linkage with

early our other trip limits that
racting, like the blacktip in the
jth the hammerhead or these North
ads belng caught in State waters

srmits. Whatever it is, it"s all a

That linkage should not be occurring, and

COUR
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it shouldn™t be 0¢
simply because th
U.S. waters. Wh3
stocks that are
society is chasil

way, we can achiey

on the table. Thyp

14.

MR. BH
does that for you
rule approach?

MR. Hl

This really comes

and the BSIA.

MR. B
Jason
MR. /

didn"t expand my
approach in that
It"s like you sai

that you need to

COoy

(202) 234-4433

|
LA

|

)

v

H

\

q

=
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curring with the blacknose, either,
bse stocks are very healthy iIn the
L°s in the other waters with other
threatened and/or whatever status
g, we need to change that. That

e catching our ACL and not leave it

s is a real good goal for Amendment

ROOKS: So, Rusty, just to clarify,
argue for the tiered ABC control
UDSON:  Yes, I can deal with that.

down to that vulnerability question

ROOKS: Thanks.

p

DRIANCE: Yes, sorry, 1 guess |1

comments enough. 1 think a tiered

peer-reviewed ABC i1s a good thing.
I, you have those unassessed stocks

deal with, like bull sharks in the
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Gulf of Mexico.
that you need to

heard

iT there®s some pe¢

it mentiong(
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There are those stocks like that
look at. And that peer review, |
d. 1 think it might be beneficial

er review that"s not just in-house.

MR. BROOKS: Anna?

And then, 1 want to push us to the next
topic.

MS. BECKWITH: Sure. To me, the peer

review process i§

control rule. |1
Councils,
Science and Stat
at our stock ass
assessment is ab
then,
control rule, and
work from.
For

portion that deal

our control

ABC from that pee
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that 19

work throug

—

rule]

€

U

1]

I review committee, our SSC.

a part of creating a tiered ABC
mean, from our perspective and the
the functionality of our SSCs, or
stical Committees. look

So, they

essments and tell us If the stock
e to be used for management, and
h our already pre-established ABC
give us an ABC, from which we then
nassessed species, we do have a
with unassessed species as part of
And then, we are able to get an
So, 1
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don"t think that
same functional ity
are independent ¢
give us advice. A
policy politics

review it from ju
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you guys are looking for the exact
y of our SSC, but, certainly, they
external scientists and such that
nd they keep the regulatory and the
perspective out of it, and they

st a scientific perspective. And

then. we take ovelf from there.

MR. BH

A

around the table T
a lot of interest

process to develop

OOKS: So, hearing a lot of support
or some sort of tiered approach and
as well in some sort of peer review

that with thinking around external

voices are import
what that peer re)

The 14

MR.
originally, this
depending on the
questioned, some
those Council SSC

you don®"t have

everything that W

COUR
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ant, and sort of just interest in

yiew process looks like.

st quick word, Rusty, on this one.
UDSON: No. 4 on peer review,
plan was five Councils. And

particular species that"s being

Of that peer review should involve

whoever you want to pick, because

an SSC. Anna is dead right;

e depend on starts and stops with
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them when 1t comefs
MR. BF
Let"s
provisions. So,
the Agency has pu
options that see|
others? Questig
concerns, that thg
Rusty
MR. H

all this ACL stufT

2010 and "11, then

103

5 to our future.
ROOKS: Thanks.
push to the next one, phase in ABC
again, there are four options that
t forward. Thoughts on, are there
to make more sense to you than
ns about them or considerations,
> Agency should be thinking of?

p

UDSON: When we originally started
and ABC stuff with our Councils in

e was a lot of things that occurred

that we had to sort of get our minds wrapped around.

As far as phasing
end overfishing, @
two years or som¢
more Flexibility
big deal because [
I see at South A
with that.

Phasify

COUR
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there.

in, 1 think we had like one year to
and that®s now been changed to like
thing like -- you®"ve got a little
And so, that"s part of the
rhe Councils are all, at least what

tlantic and stuff, we"re familiar

1g-in is great. To succeed three

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

years, like 1 say
data and so much
solid answers.

between year thresg

104

, that five years, there"s so much
ffy-ness, that you really need some
And getting your solid answers

and year five would be useful when

you“"re trying to [Jlook into what do we do next after

we"ve exhausted tf
iIT 1t"s a real 14
with the Gulf blag

MR. BR
think about three
you get a sort off

Do yol

MS. H
clear, the NS1 GU

So, it is a three

lese phase-ins and ABCs, especially
rge change, like what could happen
cktip as a ""for instance™.

OOKS: So, if phase-in makes sense,
to five years just because, then,
richer look at the data. Okay.
I want to jump in?
REWSTER-GEISZ: So, just to be

idelines limits us to three years.

year phase-in, large change, small

change, and thatf|s what we“re looking for guidance
on.

MR. BROOKS: Jason? Then, Anna. Okay,
Jason.

MR. ADRIANCE: Yes, thanks.

So, & clarifying question,

COUR
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and then a
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follow-up, 1 gues
overfished or oy
intending to use |
for a stock that |

MR. [
instead of going
increase over the
change.

MR .

suggestion in th3g

carefully becaus

)

rebuilding stock
you have an overag
your rebuilding,

I donT

consider.

anything, but it |

MS. BECKWITH:

just two things |

phasing-in in overfishing situations because,

105

s. This phase-in, if the stock®s

erfishing, obviously, you"re not

t. So, is this intended to be used

night be rebuilding?

UBECK: Potentially, yes. So,

A huge change, i1t could be gradual

three years. Do not make that huge

ADRIANCE: Okay . Then, one

t, I guess you want to approach it

, IF you®"re doing this with a
and you®re phasing in, but, then,

e In that phase-in, that may impact

too. So, there are some things to

t know that 1 have a preference or
night be something to think about.
Yes, sorry. In terms of

e said, we have actually discussed

if you

are overfishing firom a new stock assessment, then if

you can phase in @ reduction, you might actually help
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not crash your cCon

So, @n
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nmercial fishery.

instances where the stock is

overfished, that |pay be the dead where you don®"t do

any phase-ins.
overfishing is od
one of the most
reductions in ordg
completely wipind
one year to the ne)
that at least we"\
dramatic.

And 1
what i1t was.

MS.
clarify, 1 know y

reductions regard|

MS.

phase-in approad
should be more
overfished, and o)\

should at least b

COUR
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But 1f it is not overfished, and

curring, 1 actually think that is
\ppropriate situations to phase in
er to make sure that you are not
out your commercial Ffishery from

xt, because some of those reductions

ve had to implement have been quite

had another point; 1 can®"t remember

BREWSTER-GEI1SZ: So, Just to
pu like Option 2, which allows for

ess of status?

ECKWITH: No. 1 think probably
nes under overfished situations
stringent. But i1f it 1is not
verfishing is occurring, | think it

» considered.
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MR. H
blacktip is not
occurring, we mayj
because that is
catch our ACLs.

the stock assessn

they left 20-30 p¢

like that.

MS. B
was that, typica
accurate. And m

going to be iImpac
when the data is
phase-ins for ove
to see that many
get more overages
primarily recreat
concern of having
occurring on any

MR. B

So, establishing :

COoy
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UDSON: IT a stock like the Gulf

overfished, and overfishing is not
have to really rethink trip limits
one reason why sometimes we don"t
And 1 believe that somehow affects
ent, when they®re going, oh, well,
srcent on the table each year, stuff
ECKWITH: And then, my other point

Ily, our commercial data is quite
ost of these phase-ins are really
ting the commercial fisheries. So,
of high caliber and timely, then
rfished situations, we don"t expect
pverages in those situations. You
, unexpected overages, when it"s a
jonal fishery. So, it"s less of a
a step-down and, then, an overage

particular year on that step-down.

A,

ROOKS: Good. Push to the next one.

shark TACs and ACLs. So, you®ve got
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five options on tf
Jason

MR. Al
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e table In front of you here.
you“re 1in.

DRIANCE: Thanks.

I definitely think, at least from my part

of the world, we
species ACLs. I |
separating out |
but -- or at least
could go for indi\
it would make morg

an aggregate in tf

MR. BROOKS:

why the rationale
MR. Al
off of Louisiana,

usually together.

group, you end
earlier. ITf you
close aggregated

hooking a lot of

that issue.

COUR
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need to get back to individual
hink at the time the aggregated and
idea,

hings seemed like a good

reevaluate those groups. And this

yidual regions as well, but 1 think

> sense if bulls and blacktips were
ie Gulf rather than how It is now.

Jason, can you add a quick
for your thinking there?

DRIANCE: It"s just those, at least
those two are caught the most and
With them being part of the other

Up with jJust what was described

have blacktips still open, but you

large coastals,

you"re likely

pull sharks. And so, you run into
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MR. BR
5 up there, right
MR. All
MR. BH
Katie
MS.
question, these (

So, for example,
actively managing
ACLs, those are n(

MR. B

follow up on that|

109

OOKS: So, you"re focused on Option
species-specific?

DRIANCE: Yes.

ROOKS:  Good.

P

WESTFALL: Just a clarifying

pptions aren"t mutually-exclusive?
like No. 3, or No. 2, the sector,
sector ACLs and species-specific
t necessarily exclusive?

ROOKS:

And sorry, Katie, just to

do you have thoughts that you want

the Agency to heajr on sort of a preference?

MS. W

a lot of good pojints on the

individual specieq

here. So, 1711 Qg
MR. BF
MR. H

about with the bu

Atlantic blacktiy

COUR
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STFALL: 1 mean, I think Jason made
importance of managing

5, but there"s a lot to think about

2t back to you all.
ROOKS: Rusty?
UDSON: To what Jason was talking

Il and the Gulf blacktip, or even

) and bulls, they“"re near-shore
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animals, and most
can Tish, you kng
whereas,

But 1
whole bunch. It]
your species ID h
around from Texas
the Mid-Atlantic.
a lookalike, and s
they"re an offshg
certain times of
keep 1In mind.

MR. BH

Anyonf
Oh, Marcos, sorry

MR. H

about this beforel.

iIs not a species

consider. And 1 {i
that.

And @

COUR
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of the fishery in his area, they

bw, normal stuff In state waters;

like Florida, we cannot.

here*s one problem child in the

s called a spinner shark. 1 hope
as gotten good enough all the way
to, therefore, this range, probably
But a lot of people just do it as
pinners then become blacktips. But
re animal and will come inshore at
the year. So, that"s something to
ROOKS:  Thanks.
> else want to weigh-in on this one?
please.
ANKE :

For sure, you guys heard

In our area, the multi-species

specific. It"s very important to

‘hink there is, No. 4 is addressing

he of the main reasons is that we
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have

that are not dired

incidental T

111

shery with people in the Caribbean

tly fishing for them, and they don*t

know how to identjify them. 1It"s going to create a
great deal of problem if you manage a species-
specific.

And @nother comment on that, a little
farther ahead onp the road, we have two basic
incidental Tfishefries. Deepwater Tfishing versus
shallow water Tfilshing, that should be taken 1into
consideration begause it"s two different sets of
assemblage of spegies on the incidental catch.

And that"s it.

MR. BROOKS: And so, your thinking is

managing by groy

because of ID iss
Jeff?
MR. G
Marcos. 1 mean,

1 was

catching hammerhe;

little of the seas

COUR
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U

L

in for shalrks,

Ip because of incidental catch,

les? Okay. Thanks, Marcos.

DEN : 1 would like to concur with

'his past year or this past winter,

small coastals primarily, but

nds. And unfortunately, with very

on gone, we lost the large coastals
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because of the haf
And mj

left on the table

one percent, was
remember?
MR. HE
MR. O[
you know, throwiy

pretty absurd. Sq

MR. BH

\J

So,
you"re hearing d
interesting.

Anyonf
IT not, let"s pu
carryover. All rji
options on the tal

Thoug]
seems to make ser

you want the Ageng

you a second to

COUR
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merhead.
/ understanding is, last year, what
with the hammerhead quota? Forty-

it? Was it not? Dewey, do you

EMILRIGHT:  Somewhere like that.
EN: Anyway, I mean, there we were,
1g Fish back, and i1t jJust seemed
p, I*™m for 4 with Marcos.

ROOKS:  Thanks, Jeff.

| couple of different directions
n this one. It makes your job

> else want to weigh-in on this one?

sh to the next, which 1is around

ght. So, we"ve got five carryover
nle here.

1ts? Again, inclinations on what
se or considerations that at least
'y to be thinking about? 1711 give
catch up on what the options are.
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Again, the gist d
to and under what
Jason

gate to date. Whg

in?
(Laugh
MR. Al
MR. BH
MR. H

that it"s occurrin

113

F these is who it gets distributed
conditions.
you have been first out of the

t are you thinking? Can I pull you

ter.)

DRIANCE: Nothing on this one.
ROOKS: Okay. Rusty?

UDSON: Unused ACL from the year

g because of, you know, step-downs,

or whatever, you®"jre going to have to make a decision

1]

earlier on becaus
later half of the
unused ACL. And

the Gulf blacktip

U

with the hammerhg
with hammerhead,
don®"t need that |
said, this stock ¢

four around the ng

MS. Bf

COUR

(202) 234-4433

e of the weather patterns iIn the
year, in order to try to catch that
whatever carryover you do, like in

as long as you®ve got the linkage
ad, or over on our side, linkage
it creates a problem. And so, we
inkage with the hammerhead. As 1
pes not have the status of the other
ation or around the world.

REWSTER-GEISZ: Just to jump in on
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that, while hammejfhead is off the Maine line, or the

Maine coast, Is ngQ
overfished. So,
healthy stock. Sq

MR. H
update, but it"s ¢
going to do all
through 2023, or $
out on that end,
wait until linkagg

MS. B

are iIn this amendment. So,

up doing with Amej
clarify and emphg
do for sharks in

to be the bigge

probably since theg
setting up, do we
are we going to |i
have aggregates?

managing the recr

COUR
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t under ESA, it is still considered
it's not, as you keep saying, a
p, | just want to clarify that.
UDSON : And it would be nice to
oing to take a little while. We"re
three of them, starting with 2021
omething like that. So, what comes
I guess that®"s how long we have to
> could be potentially ended?
REWSTER-GEISZ: Well, and linkages
I think whatever we end
ndment 14 could change. And let me
size this, it could change what we
the long term. And this is going
st change we"ve done for sharks
93 FMP, because it is going to be
still have large coastal sharks or
nanage on a species level? Do we
Do we have quota linkages? Are we
These

eational fishery actively?
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are big changes
you need to walill
Amendment 14, not
terms of linkages

MR. H\
built Into our s
I think that we [
that have evolved
put in place. Ar
eliminated a lot
and wound up elin
"99 that do matt

understand how to

MR. BH

A

of the five optiof

MR. H
the ACL and feed
underharvest is ogQ
any overfishing
animals

having

way -- hammerhead

COUR
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e"re considering, and 1 would say

C until you see what happens in
just the hammerhead assessment, in
JDSON: With that said, buffers are

rience, built into our management.
lave some pretty serious positives
since May of 1993, when the FMP was
d then, it further evolved when we
of people in the commercial fleet
inating 19 animals between "97 and
er. We just need to be able to
do a stock assessment with no data.
OOKS: So, Rusty, just to be clear,
1s up here, what is your thinking?
JDSON:  Personally, 1 want to use
people. So, No. 2, at least where

curring and you®re not experiencing

br overfished status -- but when
been assessed in the normal
is an example -- you"ve got some
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problems, particy
database with ESA
great, because th¢
the three differey
happen on our stog

MR. BH

Anna?

MS. B

of these similar
carryover for speg
currently not leal
for species that ¢
we al
we"re discussing |t
guys, but only 4§
sectors that have
to five years.
why would you n¢
carryover 1in ordg

you“"re not having

you go through

COUR
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larly when 1 was able to bust the
with regard to scallops, smooth and
2y used a lot of the same data for
1t species. So, we can"t have that
k assessment.

ROOKS: Thanks.
CKWITH: Yes, we"ve discussed a lot
options, certainly not allowing
1es that are overfished, and we are
1ing towards allowing any carryover
experience overfishing.
so had one additional item that
‘hat may not be appropriate for you

Ilowing carryover for species or

had a closure in the previous three

The idea behind that is, you know,

ed the carryover? You need the

'r to prevent a closure. So, if
closures occurring, then why would

the additional regulatory steps
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required for a cajfryover?

MR. BR
on the table righ
make more or less

MS.
valid for differe

head right now, I

MR. BH
Rustyf
MR. H\

regards to the reg
iIs real-time. TH
carry any of that
recreational to hg
how do you pull th
until halfway thr(

MS. Bf

the question. Sog

you at this point|

look at. We"ve

rec fTishery that

COUR
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OOKS: And of the options that are
t now, are there any that seem to
sense to you?

BECKWITH: They"re probably all
nt species. So, off the top of my

wouldn®"t be tied to one.

ROOKS: Fair enough.
P And then, Marcos.
JDSON: The question 1 have is with

creational ACL. 1 mean, commercial
e recreational, are you allowed to
unused sustainable stock for the
ve for the following year? 1 mean,
at off with not knowing the numbers
pugh the next year?
REWSTER-GEISZ: So, that®"s part of
, 1 don"t have an easy answer for
It"s something we would have to
ever tried to actively manage the
way . The way we manage the rec
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fishery i1s it"s ¢

differences iIn sjfize

about doing i1t, \
unknown .

MR. H
doing something T
can have allocati
have a great deal
like 54 inch on a
little things likg

MR. BH

MR. HH
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ne shark with some exceptions and

limits. And, yes, how we go

ve"re stepping off into the great

UDSON: Well, 1 like the idea of

or the recreational, so that they

bns, be able to catch, not have to
of discard problems. You know,
blacktip may be too big. You know,

> that could help them out.
R0O0OKS: Marcos?

\ANKE: Following up on the combo of

ideas that 1 thyew on the table already, it is

important to ment)
us, to use as refg
most sensitive bi
sensitive to over
the decision, thg
not have control
landed more or

recommended approg
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on that, on those multi-species for
2rence on that group of species the

blogical animal there that is most

Fishing as a point of reference on

L*s very important because we will
of -- each of the species will be

less. That 1is a precautionary

ach .
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And tf
one year to the ot
landings for the
that can be useg
hurricanes, and
Caribbean; maybe g
reserve in a lity
was a very precau

MR. |l
specifically for \

MR. Hj
speak for.

MR. B
want to weigh-in (

Okay .
overfishing optiaq
options on the tal

Rustyf
MR. H

three—year Versus

trying to figure

COUR

(202) 234-4433

119

e other part is that, when you pass
her, if there is available quota or

next year, maybe Create a reserve

on unusual years because of the

so on, that we address 1iIn the

pply to other places. But use the

le different way for our area; it
Cionary approach.

BROOKS : And, Marcos, 1is that

your area that you"re thinking?

ANKE: That"s the only place I can

ROOKS:  Fair enough. Anyone else

n this one?

The last one 1i1s multi-year

ns. Again, another five different

ple here. Thoughts?

p

UDSON: Like 1 said, 1 like the

the one-year anytime, you know, in

stuff out. Yet, at the same time,
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like we do with
don"t know what t

see people fish.
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ty to look further down the road,
pbur projections at five years. I

) say about NS1, but 1 just like to

MR. BROOKS: Good.
Anna?
MS. BECKWITH: So, | swear I won"t talk

this much during

Three

q

yther parts of the meeting.

averages have wor
recreational speg
due to MRIP, and
that cycle becaus
your entire doul
recreational.
It"s
commercial, but w
averages and we
taking that into

like numerical a\

Very nervous abou

COoy
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K

)]

€

q

L

=

year  averages, just straight

ed horribly for us for at least the
ies. Because you“ve had overages
then, you cannot ever get out of
> you can average and you can take
because of the

le, 200 percent,

not as much of an 1issue for the
> have looked at different types of
have some amendments that we"re
ronsideration. But just a straight
brage 1s something that I would be
. It"s been very bad.
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And
that, over a cert
used for account
tracking or infor
information that
that that"s rea
accountability me
sort of thing.

MR. B
Is the concept of
advisable i1f one
or --

MS.
different options
considering mult
average has not
statistical mechs

would look over 4

straight mean ave
MR. B
MR. A
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hen, also, we have also discussed
in PSE, that that is not necessarily
pility measures. So, it"s used for
mation. But iIf you are looking at
has a PSE of 60, 70, 80 percent,
Ily not appropriate to consider

asures or early closures, or that
ROOKS: Anna, a follow-up question.

a multi-year approach acceptable or

gdoesn*t just do a straight average?

ECKWITH: Yes, we"ve looked at

5. So, we are talking about and

i-year options. Just the mean

worked well. There are other
nisms that you could consider that

|| three-year period, but not just a

rage.
ROOKS: Jason?
DRIANCE: Thanks.
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So, §Kn considering your options, Yyou

mentioned a lot (
harvest, but have
of fishing mortalii

MR. B
something you alll
Option 2. Option

status based on T

annually or on a |

MR. Al
correctly. Okay.

MR. BH

MR. |l
Pierdinock.

pF three-year average of catch or

you considered a three-year average

ty?
ROOKS : I"m just curious, iIs that
have thought about? Or that"s

2, right. Option 2 is change stock
ishing mortality estimates, either

ulti-year basis.

DRIANCE: Sorry, 1 didn"t read that
thanks.

ROOKS:  Mike?

PITERD INOCK: Thank you. Mike

I woulld just request that you do continue

to consider the fhree-year average,

that, for the recr

the purpose of

eational sector, as a result of the

variability of the data and the high PSEs. And I

would ask that V
consideration and

Thank

COUR
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ou keep that in the toolbox for

not throw it out as an option.

you.
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MR. B
Marco
MR. H
It we

years.

problems that Ann

best available data to determine which

years to manage €

that should be us

is caught by diffyg
year, and differg

review opinion or

go for me, for my
MR. B
And,

you talked about
terms of Anna‘®s
advantage of the |
or specifically s
is the way to --
MR. H

same thing. 1 j
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ROOKS: Thank you.

57

ANKE: 1 also agree with the three
an address -- we passed similar

| has. And the SSCs tend to use the
iIs the best
ach species or complexes. | think
ed here, too, because each species
rent gears, a different time of the
nt datasets. And that expert peer

expert opinion is the only way to

areas.

ROOKS:  Thanks.

like, a question back to you. When
the three-year average, just 1in

omment, are you focused on taking

ulti-year, a multi-year look at it,
ying, yes, a straight mean average
ust keep that in the mix?

IERDINOCK: We may be saying the

st want to make sure that it"s 1in
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there, multi-yeg

consideration.
because of high P§

an additional optji

MR. BH
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ar, three-year, taken into

Because 1t 1is my understanding,
Es of the recreational data, that"s
on for consideration.

Thanks.

ROOKS : That"s helpful.

Let m¢ get in two more folks, and then,

we"ll go to lunch
Jason
MR. Al
So, Hhjq
me not reading t
towards some sort
And anything you [

looking at your fii

to be your least (

MR. BROOKS:

actually, Kirby wji
MR. HL

between that and t

there®s varying bhuffers.

the biggest buff

16D]
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P And then, back to Rusty.
DRIANCE: Thanks.
aving gotten that clarification of
he slide correctly, 1 would lean
of average of fishing mortality.
jo, the last year of an assessment,
shing mortality, 1t"s always going
confident fishing mortality anyway.
Rusty, the last word. Or,
Il get the last word.
DSON: Yes, the OFL, when it"s set,
he ABC at our SSC levels, generally,
Like our golden tile had
r, but it was not overfished and
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overfishing not ¢
your protection Ty
point, depending (
are you all going
would suggest do
the OFL and ABC.
You hg
animal, the size
And 1f it"s not (
occurring, then yg

to catch the ACL
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ccurring. That buffer is actually

DI any overage issues. And at that
bn what your assessment says -- but

to set all of that internally? |1

not use a standard buffer between

ave to look at the longevity of the
f the stock, et cetera, et cetera.
pverfished, and overfishing is not
u have to look at what does i1t take

you are going to allow them to do.

A lot of times with our recreational, their ACL that"s

out of the greater
to an ACT, simply
to estimate what

given year.

MR. BH
MR. R(
I undg

but could you prqg

what your thoughty
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ABC will sometimes be dropped down
because of the variance with trying

they have or have not caught in a

ROOKS:  Kirby.
DOTES-MURDY: Thanks.
2rstand this is a scoping document,

wvide a little bit more detail on

5 are on this meta-analysis for the
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PSE? 1 have som
Councils have tri
the past to evalu
And so, I™m curid
that.

MS.

(=l

just fighting ove
I don"t think eit
this. This was
scientific minds
to you on that.
MR. B

of iInterest iIn S(

caution around straight averages.

fishing mortality
bunch of comments
more specifically
the approach.
Any 1
IT ng

for the feedback.
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8 concerns because | know that the

2d, one of the Councils has tried iIn
ate PSEs on eilther side, variance.
s to hear what"s your plan is for
BREWSTER-GEISZ: So, again, 1 was
r who was going to respond, because
ner of us has a really good sense of
suggested by some of the more
on the team.

So, we can get back

ROOKS: All right. So, a good deal

gme sort of multi-year look with a
Some interest in

/ estimates, and then, 1 think a

that said, look, you have to look

at some of these species to sharpen

A

Ast words before we break for lunch?

£, let"s break for lunch. Thanks

And we"ll reconvene at 1:30 sharp.
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Thanks.
(Wherg
went off the recgq

p-m.)

MR. BR

A,

update on our plal
we 1l hear from Aj
Restoration Plan
from Aileen, we t
on that topic. AI
we"re going to han
20-30 minutes to |t
then we"ll go bas
Seafood Import Moy
the rest of the al

So, W
for being here tog
outset of the day
about the Deepwatg
Of coursg

before.

2 update before b
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pupon, the above-entitled matter

prd at 12:05 p.m. resumed at 1:32

OOKS: All right. So, just a quick

1 for this afternoon. In a minute,
leen Smith on the Deepwater Horizon
2 update. We will, after hearing
hink we®"ll spend about a half-hour
d then, at that point, John Graves,
d it off to you. You~"ll have about
ralk about HMS forage species. And
ck to the agenda and hear on the
nitoring Program, and then, through
Fternoon.
ith that, 1 want to welcome Aileen
jay. Randy pointed out that at the
y 1 mentioned that we have talked
r Horizon Restoration Plan 2 update
», we"ve never talked about the Plan
ecause we"re hearing about Plan 2
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for the first tin
the restoration e
Aileen before and

And 1
share with you wh

I want to invite

U

her complete pressg

to questions or cg

So, Al
MS. S)\
Is thg
MR. BH
MS. $
you. I wanted

allowing time on

|

Restoration Plan [

This

1]

just released lag
public comment.
A lot

to give you an
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e. But we certainly talked about
[forts a bunch and we"ve heard from
some of her colleagues.

will just hand it over to Aileen to
ere things are heading on Plan 2.
\ileen to just sort of walk through
ntation, and then, we"ll open it up

mments you might have at that point.

leen, over to you.

I1ITH: Thank you, Bennett.

it working?

ROOKS: Yes.

MITH: Okay . All right. Thank
to thank the Advisory Panel for

today®s agenda to talk about the
» and Environmental Assessment.
plan was released May 15th. So,
t week, and is currently out for
of the focus today is going to be
overview of the Tfish restoration
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of comments to |
described and get

of the plan.
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lan and the means by which you can
nt. And we"re hoping to get a lot
mprove the projects as currently

input before we go to finalization

I*m gping to walk through a little bit of

background on the

through that fairlfly quickly, although 1

about it.
we 1l want to move
the context unde
undertaken, becaus
of the other plan
with.

With
forwarding.

I thip

Deepwater Horizon

spill in the Gul
anniversary. It |
This
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Deepwater Horizon spill. 1711 move

love to talk

So, you might have to move me along. But

through that just to give everyone

r which this planning effort 1is
se 1t"s fairly different than some
s, obviously, that you"re familiar
that, 1 have to remember I™m
ik all of you are familiar with the
spill itself, obviously, a tragic
F, coming up soon on the 10-year
vas 1n 2010.

spill continued for almost three
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months, and over
released
event, a huge resy
The
occurring even a
ocean, which is W
area around the M
The

diverse as deg

communities, Tis

dolphins, on intg
have three months
injury assessment
trips taken for f
me -- 20,000 tri
assess the extent
and their service
the spill.

It to
talk about

we" 11

this is the large:

COoy

(202) 234-4433

into the Gulf

1UD]
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13 million gallons of oil were

of Mexico. So, a tragic
bnse needed to deal with this spill.
esponse activities basically were

oil was spreading from the deep
nat you can see here with the dark
wcondo well, where BP was drilling.

il iInjured natural resources as

p-sea coral, deep-sea benthic
h and shellfish, sea turtles,
coastal wetland habitats. So, we

of response activities followed by
activities. There were over 12,000
eld collection exercises -- excuse
)s to the Gulf to collect data to
of the injury to natural resources

5 that have occurred as a result of

Dk years to get to settlement, and

the settlement. But, basically,

t response to a marine offshore oil
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spill ever conducgited.

Pollution Act ndtural

which 1s fundame
process by which
trustees are aut

injuries have occ

services. So, N
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It"s all done under the Oil
resource damage assessment,
It"s the

ntally a legal process.

Federal and state natural resource
lorized to go out and assess what

Urred to natural resources and their

At

DA is not about economic damages.

It is solely about| the damage to the natural resources

and how to addres

occurred.

5s and make whole the damages that

For tihose of you who may have worked in

the GulfT at the ti
iIs that, because
number and types
not only an ir
resources, which

Putti

determined there

me, one of the things that was found
Of the extent of the spill and the
and breadth of habitats, there was
jjury to the individual natural
we see in oil spills frequently.

mg all those things together, it was

was an ecosystem-level impact. And

so, the scale of the restoration that needed to follow

is also unprecede

together and figu

COoy
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Nted. And trying to put all of this

re out how do you put pieces of a
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system back toge
condition it woul
occurred, and tha

To ad
put together an |
plan. Those get
combined with aj
This was required
case. So, the Co
of the claim, tha
put forward.

I thi
context here, th
2016. The case wj
then, what the t
together a series
the specific ways
for the resources
which they occurr

This

So, It"s going to
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L

L
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N
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Is plan was completed
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‘her to bring that system to the
d have been in, had the spill not
["s the responsibility under NRDA.
dlress those injuries, the trustees
njury assessment and a restoration
wrapped into one document that"s
Environmental Impact Statement.
by the Court in order to settle the
rt required, under the NRDA portion
a programmatic restoration plan be
nk the important thing to set the
in February
s settled in April 2016. And since
ustees have been doing is putting
of restoration plans that address
in which incrementally restoration
injured in the restoration areas iIn
d 1s going to happen over the Gulf.
spill has a 15-year payout from BP.
take time to get all the way through
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the planning, the
of the projects tg
and putting toge
address these inj
In th
also settled on a
the way In which
I1"m ¢
111 come back to
In th
seven trustee in
This was done i
planning and iImp
nine trustees wo
now . And so, t
Groups 1In each o
plan where all
regionwide TIG, a
federal trustees

of dealing with

highly migratory
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implementation, and the monitoring
see if we"re doing the right things
fher the right suite projects to
Iries over time.

e programmatic plan, the trustees
governance framework. So, this 1is
lecisions would be made.

ping to actually go to that, and
this one.

> governance framework, there were
blementation groups put together.
order to streamline restoration
rather than all

So,

'king together, we work 1in groups

ere"s Tive Trustee Implementation
f the Gulf states, one regionwide
)f the trustees work together, a
d then, an Open Ocean TIG where the
are charged with the responsibility
the effects to wide-ranging and
species.
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because that"s
talking about todg
that"s the focups

discussion.
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5 the group that"s circled here
ho has released this plan we"re
1y, IS the Open Ocean TIG. And so,

5 we"re going to have 1i1n this

By the numbers on the settlement, the

NRDA portion of |t
You can see how i
Again, the focus

funding set aside

coastal and marinme resources.

the restoration

turtles, fTish, oy

U

in here today, wg
fish.

And 1
that NOAA, along

formed a set of c(

in expertise Tro

U

Blankinship and Lg

because, as you gg
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the claim was up to $8.8 billion.
[*s distributed here on this slide.
for this discussion today is the
to replenish and protect the living
Embedded in that is
amounts TfTor marine mammals, sea
sters, and some other LCMRs. So,

"re focused on the restoration to

should have said at the beginning
with the other federal trustees,
)re restoration-type teams to bring
m each of the agencies. Randy
e Benaka are here sitting beside me
t to detailed questions on the fish
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restoration proje
been core membersg
project ideas and
areas that all of
work in alignment

This |i
on the Open Oceal
don"t think we ne
let you know the p

the meetings, shoy
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cts that are proposed, they have
of the team putting together the
trying to work within the mission
you have, to make these projects
with the other work happening.
s the names of the representatives
Trustee Implementation Group. I
cd to spend time here, but just to

eople who attend and participate iIn

Ild there be any questions.

One off the things that is often confusing

iIs the name of t
it"s a little bit
was In the Gulf.

restoring migrat
geographic range.
So, that can occu

into Canada. And

fish or other hig

his group, the term "Open Ocean,"

of a strange moniker when the spill
And the TIG is also responsible for
[ory species throughout their
It includes restoration for birds.
into the continental

r up Uu.S., up

then, some of the restoration for

hly migratory species can occur in

the Gulf as well as the Caribbean, the North Atlantic

Ocean. So, basicH

3
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needs to do is 10¢
restore species i
injured. And so
in particular, d

Mexico.

The 1

the funding allog¢

the living coast

o

resources are
addressed in th
There®s projects
of sea turtles,
restoring of meso|
so work around so
associated commun
This
million worth of
say, five to seve
intended to start
As ar

identified the r

COoy

(202) 234-4433

136

pk at the best available projects to
m the life stage in which they were

that work of the Open Ocean TIG,
an  occur outside of the Gulf of
ext slide is just another look at

ation, again, to focus in here on

Al marine resources. The circled

3

he restoration types that are

Is Open Ocean Restoration Plan.

fior restoration of fish, restoration

restoring marine mammals, and the
jhotic and deep benthic communities,
me of the deep-sea corals and their
Those are all

ities. in this plan.

is a large plan. It proposes $226
restoration to occur over the next,
n years. So, iIt"s a long-term plan
now and continue.

| overview of the plan, 1 already

gstoration types that the plan is

NEAL R. GROSS
RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

focused on.

essentially, the
project ideas fr
project

TIG. And through
including the (¢
consider under thq
process,
Those

are essern

alternatives unde

under the Nationa

Those
carried through t
proposed to move
refer to those as
18 projects that
plan, and they (¢
million.

This

restoration plann

we arri

{

»

»

h

q

1

D
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To move through this process,

trustees started with requesting

m the public. We had over 1600

ideas that were screened by the Open Ocean

application of different criteria,
riteria that we"re required to
Natural Resource Damage Assessment
ved at 23 restoration projects.

tially the reasonable range of

r both the Oil Pollution Act and
Environmental Policy Act.

23 restoration projects are, then,

p» determine which ones are best and

forward for implementation. So, we
the preferred projects. We have
are considered preferred in this

obme to that total of almost $226

is a look at where we are in the

ng cycle. Essentially, we started

up at the top 1

COoy
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=

t of the screen with the project
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identification |1

screening process

thorough evaluatjlon under OPA,

compliance with

aspects and carry
evaluation, resul
restoration plan.

So, W

day public commen

of this size, ext

30-day period. S
because there®s a
After
considered, we"ll
plan, and then, t
by-project resol{
projects over tii
can be staged ove
the participants
working with the

To gi

COoy
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mentioned, moving through the
, and now coming through the very
under NEPA, under

other laws, looking at all those
ing the 23 projects through a full
ting in the release of the draft
nere we are right now is in a 45-
t period. We, typically, on a plan
end 1t beyond the minimum required
0D, we"ve got a 45-day comment period
lot here to absorb.

public comment 1is received and
be revising to a final restoration
he trustees move through a project-
ytion to begin implementing those

ne. So, again, the implementation

r time at the pace that"s right for

and for the communities that will be

projects.

ve a little bit of background, 1
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said we screened 1
of 2018,
surgeon out from

was getting too

b}

Interior had sevf

move forward with
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600 ideas. We decided, in February

to spljit the restoration for birds and

this plan because, first, the plan
big, and the Department of the
'ral bird projects they wanted to

more quickly. And so, the bird and

sturgeon restoratjion plan was released in March 2019.

The second restor]
those offshore I\

1 wani
quick overview, (q

plan. The four T}j

with a slide each.

those for now.
There
turtles. In summg
It would take timg
for sea turtles,
proposing project
in comme

bycatch

opportunities L

COUR
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ation plan is now focused more on
ying coastal resources.

I to give a quick overview, fairly
pf the preferred projects iIn the
sh projects 1*m going to talk about

So, I"m going to skip through

are six preferred projects for sea
\Iry, again, you can read those here.
to talk through all of these. So,

basically, the Open Ocean TIG 1is

5 to better understand sea turtle

rcial Tfisheries and to 1identify

olg voluntary-based restoration
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activities and tog
the TIG 1is propo
density nesting Hh

of Florida, as wel

sea turtle data c(
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Is to reduce bycatch. In addition,
sing a project to conserve high-
abitats over on the Atlantic Coast

I as looking at projects to improve

pllection and look at data gaps and

improving data-sharing for sea turtles across the

Gulf.

For |marine

preferred project;
restoration projeq
to cetaceans.
preliminary phaseq
get an understand|i
mammals 1n the Gu|l

So, t
regional capacity
disasters affectij
of noise on cetaf
the risk of vessel

There®s also a prg

marine mammal datg

COUR
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mammals, there are Tfour

5 In this restoration plan. These
ts are basically looking at impacts
These are a Hlittle bit more
5, almost all of these projects, to
ng of what"s happening with marine
f.
he projects are going to enhance
to respond to natural, manmade
1g marine mammals, reducing impacts
teans, and reducing and mitigating
strike and mortality on cetaceans.
pposed project to collect and share
. to Improve our future restoration
NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

decisionmaking.
There
actually restorin

is really a get
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s a lot of gaps in how you go about
y a marine mammal. So, this plan

started look at how you go about

restoration of majrine mammals, not just conservation

and protection.
For
communities, simi

monetary value pr

unknowns in how to

environments of
difficult it is 1
these projects

groundtruthing,

looking at the eny

mesophotic and deep benthic

larly, these are some of the larger
pjects in there. There"s a lot of
restore the deep benthic
the Gulf, largely due to how
o get there and do the work. So,
are focusing on mapping,

nabitat modeling, assessing and

yironment to determine how we can go

about active management.

So,

o

restoration type
propagation techn
successftul in the

at active managen

COoy
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he last two projects under this
are trying to test out some coral
Iques to see if that actually can be
deep environment and, also, looking

ent. So, taking some of the work
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that could occur
taking some of thg

those could be enf

For mg

there i1s going to

planning in placegl

the mesophotic ang
until at least a |

So, t
Panel is on the p
and water column
which this rest
settlement. So,
It"s not the best

The |
with the iInjury
invertebrates. T

Deepwater  Horizg

throughout the water column.

trillions of larvg

The water column

COUR
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in sanctuaries, et cetera, and
)Se management pieces and seeing if
lanced.
sophotic and deep benthic projects,
be time to get that implementation
So, those on the groundwork and
deep benthic probably won®t happen
year after the plan is released.
he focus today with the Advisory
referred alternatives for the fish
invertebrates.

That is the way in

bration type was named in the

when you see "FWCI,™ forgive us;

acronym ever invented.
njury, 1 think you®"re all familiar
to the Tfish and water column
ne large and continuous release of
n oil impacted

many  species

There®s numbers like

Al fish being iInjured.

resources that were
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injured included

bacteria, estuar
drum, shrimp, and
such as bluefin
impact to the fis
With
TIG is going to bg
to focus on over
of open ocean re;s
attempting to ag
Again, because th
the planning need
We co
I thi
of the focuses
particularly on w
to work closely
voluntary, parti
the restorat

So,

the Tfishing com

projects that nee

COoy
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f

L

n

Ll

H

D

N

\
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h
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all levels of the food chain, so

ne-dependent species such as red
sea trout, to large predatory fish

tuna. So, a really wide-ranging

1 In the Gulft.
‘hat Injury in mind, the Open Ocean
carving out certain groups of fish

time. So, there will be a series

toration plans. This plan is not

dress all the 1iInjuries at once.

funding is paid out over 15 years,
5 to also occur over time.
rered that.

k the piece to focus on here is one

for the Open Ocean TIG, and

srking to restore fish, is the need

with Ffishing communities 1in a

ipatory, and non-regulatory way.

on for fish cannot happen without

unity. And so, these are the

d to be most closely timed with a
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participatory res

This
There is a slide
this down, there-
for Tfish propose
plan. You can sg
proposed here.

But d
one is focusing
Mexico reef fish

intended to rest

fish populations,

and red and gag gr

fish descenders
private boat angly
the best release
to determine how
affect mortality
The
post-release sun

populations of r

COoy
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toration philosophy.

Is a quick overview of the projects.
on each of them. So, just to break
5 $57 million worth of restoration
d in this particular restoration
e the four projects that have been
etting to each of them, the first
on reducing barotrauma in Gulf of
recreational fisheries. This 1is
lore recreationally-important reef
such as red and vermillion snapper
puper. The project will distribute
to charter boats, headboats, and
3rs, ensuring that anglers are using

practices and conducting monitoring

the use of descending devices can

rates.

jintent, obviously, 1Is to iIncrease
yival and, thereby, 1increase the
gef Tish. This project initially
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will focus on ar
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ras of high recreational fishing,

such as coastal Alabama and the Florida panhandle.

And depending o

implementations,

the success of those initial

it will expand to additional areas

of the Gulf in later phases.

The sgcond fish restoration project would

restore Tfish by
commercial shrimg
fishery targets b
doing so, there ¢

species, which ¢

reducing Tfinfish bycatch in the

trawl fishery. The shrimp trawl

rown, white, and pink shrimp. In
an be unintentional catch of other

an include juvenile red snapper,

croaker, porgy, pjinfish, and Gulf menhaden.

To r

[@D]

effort proposes t

to promote the

duce that Tfinfish bycatch, this
b 1dentify and implement a project

use of better bycatch reduction

devices, or bettejr BRDs, as you know, throughout the

Northern Gulf.
inserted into the

target species to

BRDs are devices that would be
shrimp trawls and allow the non-

escape while retaining shrimp.

Initiglly, a BRD innovation survey would

be conduct to iden

tify industry-based BRD innovations
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that are currently

U.S. and internat
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y used, and then, would engage with

gonal entities iIn the shrimp trawl

work to develop b

Y~

this is an initial

Promojt
assistance to Ti
correctly will be
and other means
including working
involved and engaq
the program.

The 1
focused on 1mplg
identify areas whg
hotspots, In a var
to help fishermen

Phase

requirements of g

tter BRDs for further testing. So,
testing and rollout.

rion of the use of these BRDs and

shermen to install and use them

conducted via outreach workshops

to reach the impacted group,

with fishermen, having fishermen

jing to help develop the details of

hird fish restoration project is
ementing a Tfeasibility study to
2re bycatch is high, referred to as
iety of fisheries and develop tools
avoid them.

1 would Tfocus on 1identifying

. system to create near-real-time

details maps ofj| bycatch hotspots for fisheries
selected for this||project.
Project activities would include

COUR
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conducting scopin
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y workshops to identify fisheries,

regions, and port
identification sy
areas of potenti
densities, such g
holding a workshg

communication net

Again

stakeholder engags

this project,

involvement. The

N

4

A

D

V

5 that would benefit from a bycatch

stem; developing maps to identify
ally high bycatch and high fish
S spawning aggregation sites, and
p to discuss the use of voluntary
jorks to avoid bycatch.

workshops would be help to enhance
ement throughout the involvement of

particularly

upfront, early

workshops with fishermen, fishery

groups, managemenft experts, and others, would be used

to identify those
development of a
networks.

The
a project for rg
depth optimizatid
that PLL gear de
feet may have th

interaction with

COoy

(202) 234-4433

a

»

i

U

=

party fisheries and species for the

hotspot analysis and communication

nal fourth project in this plan is
storing bluefin tuna via Tfishing

n. Data, as you know, has shown

ployed at depths greater than 360

potential to reduce bluefin tuna

PLL gear and decrease bluefin tuna
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bycatch mortality
tuna.

This
pilot study to
longline depth to
tuna. The datg
effects to other
depth. The pilog
estimated four ye
participating com
Gulf.

Again

along the U.S. G

Florida panhandle

locations iIn Mexi

L

a

q

1

’

c
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while allowing catch of yellowfin
broject would involve conducting a
petter define an optimal pelagic
reduce bycatch of Atlantic bluefin

would be collected on possible
species from a deeper PLL fishing
. study would be conducted for an
Ars in cooperation with voluntarily
nercial PLL vessels in the Northern

outreach workshops would be held

IT Coast in Texas, Louisiana, the

, and south Florida, as well as

0.

Onboayd monitoring by observers would

collect data on ¢
depths. The data
working with varigq

phase into determ

scale implementat

COoy

(202) 234-4433

&

q

D

=

tch rates at normal and deeper PLL
would be analyzed and, ultimately,
us outlets to take this from a pilot
ning the possibilities for fuller-
on.
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Are W
MR. B
MS. S
MR. |

little longer.

MS. S

to submit comments.

So, 1

keen interest to

questions on thesg.

To su
just released.

much of the 45-da

get your comments

are available. S
basically, onlin
upcoming meetings

The ©
This 1s jJust soms
those of you who
webinar.

So, W

COoy

(202) 234-4433

€

A,

N\

A
v

H

»

N

b

o

[4D)]

(

n

»

=

BROOKS:

149

» on time? | don"t have a --

OOKS: You have about five minutes.

MITH: In the half-hour?
But we"ll let you go a

IITH: Okay. Then, let"s go to how

know that last one was probably of

o many folks here, and I can answer

174

bomit comments, again, the plan was
o, It"s the very beginning pretty
y period. There are three means to
in. They"re here and the slides
, I won"t spend time on this. But,
, by mail, or participating in
to give verbal comments.
pmment deadline is July 1st, 2019.
details on the public events for
either want to travel or join the

2" 11 have one public meeting in
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person, two publ
larger participat
how many places t
everyone, and the
a really good

participants in o
scoping phase.
from more people.

also will work fo

The

can be done just
get online. It
So, that"s not
participating.
Again
what®"s i1n the pl
invite you to rev
a number of comme
from the Advisory

the projects even

So, 1

COoy

(202) 234-4433
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Ic meetings via webinar, to allow
fon. We"ve had trouble figuring out
N meet in the GulfT in order to reach
webinars have thus far proven to be
mechanism. We"ve had over 200
Jr open ocean public webinars at the
jo, that worked out better to hear
Hopefully, this webinar approach
r all of you to provide comments.

legistration that"s mentioned here
prior to the webinar. It"s just to
5 not a pre-registration process.
exclude

meant to anybody from

our goal today is to let you know

A

an very briefly, encourage review,

jlew it, and invite comments. We had

nts on several of our past projects
Panel which have helped us reshape
since their implementation.

the Open Ocean TIG, and NOAA, on
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behalf of the TIQ{
for allowing us tg
that there are qug
MR. BH
Let"s
folks have.
Rusty
MR. H
slide No. 17, the
column iInvertebn
restoration prior

species,™ and 1in
Can you explain tf
MS.

assessment, ther

151

, 1 want to thank the panel again
) present this today, and 1 am sure
estions.
ROOKS:

Great. Thanks very much.

see what questions or comments

UDSON: I have a question about

restoration goals for fish and water
"Initial

ates. And 1t says,

ities, reef fish, highly migratory

parentheses "(other than sharks)™.
nat to me, please?
SMITH - Yes. In the injury

e was not iInjury to sharks

demonstrated. Amd so, the restoration that we can

do has to be fToy
natural resource
injury to sharks
the assessment [

targeting shark sj

COUR
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species that had a demonstrated
injury, and we could not prove any
through the work that was done in

nase. So, right now, we"re not

Jecies.
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In th
may have seen t
management. The
that could come it
either other inj
unknown unintende
need to changg
opportunities to
iIs not a fTocus
restoration plar
assessment.

MR. H
the different age
we"ll see with y
you"re looking
young of the year

pretty sensitive

how many samples

152

@ very beginning of the slide, you
e unknown conditions iIn adaptive
e"s up to $700 million set aside
Tto play in year 10. So, if there"s
uries that weren®t identified, an
ad consequence, or a way in which we

the restoration, there are

D

revisit that, but, right now, shark

for the restoration, this current

hing effort or iIn the Injury

JDSON : 1 take i1t that covers all

classes. And one of the benefits
our bycatch reduction devices that
to put in, that might benefit the

sharks. Now I"m not sure. They"re
at that young age, but I don"t know

you may or may not have had.

MS. SWITH: Okay. So, taking a look at
that as we do that project. Thank you.
MR. BROOKS: David?

COoy

(202) 234-4433

NEAL R. GROSS
RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

MR.
presentation.
As Y

scientific resear

153

SCHALIT: Thanks for that

'ou  probably know, there 1is a

th paper, or possibly two, that have

identified that bjuefin tuna that were exposed during

spawning season tp the Deepwater Horizon spill have

developed cardiac
And 1|
the plans that y«
damage to these
particular case d
spawning, they ag
Atlantic. And
recognition or 3
these physiologic
Thank
MS. S
outside the Gulf.
But vj

MR.

actually -- yes.

COoy

(202) 234-4433

ISsues.

Tm hearing what you®"re saying about
ju have for restoring some of this
gspecies In the Gulf. But, in the
T bluefin tuna, once they are done
Ilvect out of the Gulf and into the

I"m wondering 1if there 1is any

ny plan to address these issues,

al Issues.

A
7

D =

MITH: We could certainly restore

Ou can answer that.

BLANKINSHIP: Yes. That was
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MS. S
we can do restorn
allowable use of
future plans, we-"|
for the next best
target species, al
the key, most 1icg
iconic injured fi§
think anyone ever
slides starting
issues. So, we-"l
and probably log
Atlantic and els€
restoration.

MR. B
on because, as Ail
of the restoratior
out iIn the Tut
restoration proje(

the collection o

there are thought
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MITH: Yes. So, | mentioned that

ation outside of the Gulf. It"s
the settlement funds. And so, in
I be likely looking beyond the Gulf
set of project ideas to restore the
id certainly bluefin tuna is one of
nic injured fish species, the most
h species from this spill. 1 don"t
looked at larval fish until those
coming out showing the cardiac
I continue to look at bluefin tuna
< In broader areas of the North
vhere for where we can do the best
L ANKINSHIP:  Yes, and just to add
een had mentioned, this iIs just one
plans that are anticipated to come
ure that will

present multiple

cts. Part of the process is still

[ restoration ideas. And so, ifF

5 about what potential ideas there
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could be for restg

as well through tf

MR. H
comments?

Deweyf!

MR. H

And one of them hg

and boats that aje being, |1

longline fishing g
curious, in looki
things, 1 was wong

produce beforehang
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pration projects, those are welcome
e Input process.

ROOKS: Any other questions or

EMILRIGHT : Yes. 1 had a couple.
ad to do with your pelagic longline
guess, paid not to go
and to use alternative gear. 1 was
ng over the websites and different
ering, how much fish did these boats

, and kind of what was the bang for

the buck?

And |I guess 1°ve got a couple of
questions. Whene can you find somewhere like a
Vessel A -- pjrobably there®s confidential or
something -- Vessel A before this project caught

50,000 pounds of
this project and [

And t
It’s s

slides --

COUR

(202) 234-4433

fish? Now he"s participating in

1e"s caught X" amount of fish?

ne second thing is, in one of the

jide maybe 18, or something like

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

that -- 1t had
mortality from b
recreational
Can you expand on
used over seven yg
would be? In the
would have to --
release tools, hoj
using them tools?
a lot of money. |
what®s going to bg

So, |
Thank you.

MR. Bl
speaking to you
longline and the
which is the name
heard about In Yyg
implemented.

implementation.

in RP2.
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(202) 234-4433

fisheries,

156

the reduction of post-release

arotrauma in the Gulf of Mexico
seven years, $30 million.
how that $30 million is going to be
pars and what the bang for the buck
recreational fisheries, | guess you
if everybody is using the bycatch
y/ are you going to see that they"re
I just kind of -- $30 million is
think it is, and 1"m just curious,
> spent over that seven years?
guess that"s my two questions.
_LANKINSHIP: So, 1711 start off by
r Tfirst question about pelagic
Oceanic Fish Restoration Program,
of the program that this group has
pars past. It

is currently being

It"s in its third vyear of

t"s not one of the projects that"s
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That
early restoration

spill iIn negotia]

P

biomass of fish
It was calculate
comes Tfrom the
intended to prov
number of specieg
pelagic longline
And Y
basis, there are

information.

included all of 1

b

But

1

s

1

/

q

[
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project was developed during the
phase of the follow-on to the oil
ion with BP. It"s the amount of
aved as a result of that project.
by utilizing observer data that
Gult of Mexico vessels. It is
de the restoration benefits for a
that are caught as bycatch in the
Fishery.
ou are current, on a per-vessel
confidentiality concerns about that
were used

, because the data that

he fleet in the Gulf of Mexico in

order to come to tihat calculation, one of the premises

and assumptions
implemented is th{
representative of
of Mexico.

And g
vessels Is open 1

to participate, a

COoy

(202) 234-4433

]

(

D

:

=

that

iIs made as that project 1is
t the participating vessels will be
the fleet that fishes in the Gulf
D, the selection process for those
all vessels that wish to volunteer
d then, agreements are entered into
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where they 3
participation.
participate, then
that fish, as rep
from the observer
to calculate the
So,
complicated answe
of what you"re ge
I don
head of what an

savings of fish

that for you and
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e compensated during their

And so, those vessels that

are representative of the vessels
resented in the program by the data
project that were originally used
benefits of that program.

I know it"s a little bit of a
r, but 1 think It gets to the heart
tting at.

1t have the number off the top of my
average vessel 1In poundage that
epresents. We could probably get

provide it later. But that would

be on an average

that"s for sure.

asis and not on a per-vessel basis;

Secondly was related to barotrauma. And

do you want a chapce to speak on this?

MR. B

MR. B

to let Lee handle

MR. B

COoy

(202) 234-4433

ENAKA: 1°d be happy to do that.

LANKINSHIP: All right. 1m going
this one.
ENAKA: Yes. Thanks.
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That*
obviously, a big
four different pr

I"m n
issued on May 15t
iIt's more of 4§
descriptive docun
see iT 1t breaks
high-level.

Yes,
me right now, bu
involved iIn diffyg
what was apparen
involve distrib
headboats -- so,
a large number of
to use them; doir
use them already .
those devices?

they think doesn®

a while, there wi

COoy

(202) 234-4433
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A

5 a great question. It is,

~ticket i1tem when you look at the
ojects.

bt sure whether the plan that was
1 has a budget breakdown in it or if
| descriptive, a

more generally

bnt. I haven"t looked at that to

jown how the money iIs -- it"s pretty

I mean, 1 don"t have the budget with
t 1t"s much more multifaceted and
rrent little phases within it than
t from the slides. So, i1t will

Jting devices to charter and
that is a pretty large audience or
vessels -- working with them on how
g surveys of whether these vessels
What are their attitudes towards
nat do they think worked? What do
t work? After they“ve had them for
Il be more surveys, more outreach.
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And t
question you rais
using them, and
monitoring of how
and headboats by
they go out to kil
them, to provide
and to try to Tig

on the actual Tfi

headboats.
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hen, to get to the question, the big

2d of how do we know if they“re even
s0 what, this project encompasses
they“re being used on the charter
putting observers on the boards as
nd of check out how people are using

guidance on how to best use them,

ure out what impact this iIs having

L

Bhing practices on the charter and

Another aspect of the project that wasn"t

really apparent

looking at some

estimation and raftes.

from the slide was that we"ll be
data gaps in release mortality

And we budgeted four research

projects to try tg get at better estimates of release

mortality rates fior important reef fish in the Gulf

of Mexico

who work on those

project will have

assessment process.

these devices and

involvipng the stock assessment scientists

species to make sure that this
sort of feedback loop into the stock
So that if people are using

more fish are surviving, then that
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gets incorporated
TAC-setting down [

I hopg

MR. BROOKS:

you had one more
then, 1 think we|

then, push on.

MS. SWITH:

my statement on
myself. There i
That doesn"t mean
It"s just not a qy
no injury, but ng@

So, | just wanted ||

injury. So, |

statement.
MR .
clarification.
Bob,

comment here.

MR. H

COUR
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into the stock assessments and the
'he line.

> that"s helpful.
All right. Aileen, 1 know
comment you wanted to make. And
Il probably let Bob jump in, and
Just 1 was overly strong on
sharks. So, 1 wanted to correct
S no quantified iInjury to shark.
we can”t work on shark restoration.
lantified injury. 1 said there was
body could state that for a fact.
o —- 1 was talking about quantified
apologize for overreaching on my
BROOKS:

Thanks. Good

111 give you the last question or

JETER: Well, just to follow onto

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

that,
There were many

dolphins, 1 can gt
dolphin®s life i

from a shark®"s |

question.

there defjnitely were
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injuries to sharks.
more sharks killed than bottlenose
Jarantee you that. But a bottlenose
s valued a little bit differently

ife. So, that"s a philosophical

I wanted to follow up on Dewey"s question

because 1 also
project. I dig
technology,
any kind of real
about surveys, (
That doesn®t soun
seven years. So
was a really expe
want to share wit
MR. B
I thi
planning on having

associated with

related to releas

COoy

(202) 234-4433

guestion $4.5 million for this

n"t hear you say anything about

about| use of like survivorship tags or

big-ticket i1tems. You"re talking

pbservers, distribution of tools.
J like $4.5 million to me a year for

| did you skip over something that

nsive part of this project that you

h us?
ENAKA: Thanks.
nk 1 tried to mention that we were

j four very robust research projects
the project to get at data gaps

. mortality estimates. And these,
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because of the
available, these
very expensive 1§

going to budget $2

on four projects 4

D]

It may not look §
could look at dsg
getting barotraun
There"s a lot of a
about dolphins ang

So, 1
more detailed budg

be of a lot of i

and anyone else wh

SO you can have §
It"s a very ambit
a little pricey.
with, so 1t"s king
that.

Thank

MR. B

COUR

(202) 234-4433

A
7
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ature of the resources that are
are projects where you could use
igs if you wanted to. So, we"re
50,000 per project. We"re planning
t this time, but there may be more.
it jJust the release mortality. It
predation as well associated with
atized fTish back down to depth.
necdotal information from fishermen
| sharks depredating on the fish.

would be happy to try to get that
jet breakdown because this seems to
terest to you, Bob, and to Dewey,
o iIs interested, after the meeting,
| better sense of what this about.
ious, multifaceted project that is

But we"ve got some money to work

| of nice to be able to budget like

D =

ROOKS:  Okay. I do see two more
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cards. I1™m going

I want to get it

David

MR. K
first.

MR. B
go.

MR. P\

As thg
further discover

continuation of t
final settlement?
your five-year or
something, you ca
overlooked this,
there is an issue

financially.”?

MS.

q

s

i

L)
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to let those two jump in, and then,
pver to John.

P And then, over to George.

ERSTETTER: I think George was
ROOKS: Okay. George, you get to
JRMONT: Okay. Thank you for that.

> Inquiry goes forward, if there is

there a chance at a

y, 1S
e lawsuit or is this at i1ts time of

In other words, if you, in one of
seven-year endeavors, you discover
call up BP and say, "Hey, guys, we
and now we"re Tfinding, iIn Tfact,

that needs to be further addressed

MITH: So, there"s no reopener

clause in this s
the settlement re

$232 million whid

COoy

(202) 234-4433

»

&

q

=

ttlement. 1In lieu of a reopener,

iched an agreement to put aside the

n can be available at year 10. If
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not withdrawn at
accrue interest U
why you always sedq
So, in lieu of a
and adaptive mar
settlement. So,
$700 million out
occurs.

The
trustees to be u
"unknown conditio
don"t have to hayv
the trustees to
specifically set

unknown is discov

MR. P
MR. B
MR. K
Full

analyses for the

hard not to look 4

COoy
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year 10 by the trustees, it can
b to the $700 million. So, that's
2 it described as up to $8.8 billion.
reopener, that unknown conditions
ilagement clause was put into the
there iIs no reopening, but there is
jnto the future if something unknown
money will be available to the
sed, and 1t"s broadly described as
s or adaptive management™. So, you
e an unknown condition in order for
access those funds. It"s just
aside for that use 1If something

ered into the future.

WRMONT: Thanks.

ROOKS: David?

ERSTETTER: Thank you.

disclosure, 1°m doing some data

DFRP program. But, you know, It"s

round the room and to know elsewhere
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in the scientifig
scientists outsidg
a lot of these arg

Are tf
through NOAA? A
kind of external r

MS. S|
adaptive manageme
process that"s pn
But, to the exter
a panel, right? [

MR. KH

scientific review
assuming are now
within the Agency]

MS. S)\
and, either by a ¢
supported by outs
don®"t have an ext
think we"ve had ¢

haven t put a plan

COUR
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community that there are lots of
> the Agency that have expertise in
2aS .
lese all going to be run internally
d 1f so, iIs there going to be any
eview of those scientific projects?
11TH:

So, there®s a monitoring and

nt appendix, which is the review
roposed for each of the projects.
£t to which I think you asked about
Did you say -- repeat that?

RSTETTER: No, any kind of external
of the individual projects that I™m

going to be conducted completely

A =4

iIITH: Completely within the Agency

ontract or a cooperative agreement,

ide personnel. But, right now, we

ernal outside panel i1dentified. 1

omments on that in past plans. We

of this magnitude out. So, that"s
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exactly the type
There were certa
having a scientif
not ultimately d

exactly the type

i

b}

.
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bf comment that would be welcomed.
nly discussions at settlement of
and that

ic advisory council, was

:cided at settlement, but that is

of comment that the way to get it

considered 1is a| thoughtful comment during this
process.

MR. BROOKS: Okay. Katie, you will, in
fact, be the last{|comment.

MS. WESTFALL: Thank you, Bennett.

So, |[jJust a quick question on the

communication net

bycatch project.

project, and 1 am

to be a First phay

designed in a wa)

the Atlantic as

valuable tool for
MR .

great question.

And,

COoy

(202) 234-4433

\

N

M

=

works and mapping tool to reduce

It seems like a very exciting

vondering, it sounds like it"s going
5e, but 1"m wondering if it will be
to be potentially replicable for

well. It seems like a really

a lot of the Fishermen on the water.

ENAKA: Yes, thanks. That®"s a

yes, | don"t know 1if that"s
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something explicil
it"s great to gel
that could be |
Atlantic.

There|]
this topic, not s
to the extent to |
bycatch i1ssues wij
Atlantic and the [
a lot of sense.

I thi
this project 1
management/regulat
that sort of prog
species? Do we
bycatch? Do we N
of Mexico or Sou
really the case, |
you know, how do

people to buy intg

SO, V¢

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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fly that we"ve thought about. So,
. that feedback to figure out how

ncorporated and applied to the

s been work done in New England on
0 much in the South Atlantic. And
vhich, you know, you"ve got similar
Iin the South

th the same species

bul¥ of Mexico, then that does make

nk the big question to answer for

5, do we have kind of the

fory environment that would make
ram successful? Do we have choke

have individual vessel quotas for

ave hard bycatch caps in the Gulf
th Atlantic? And if that"s not
ike it is in Alaska or New England,
we make It work and how do we get
) 1E?

ps, | think it"s a pretty exciting
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project. And jJuj

that we would ne

hotspot, real-tin

going to be

very much.

back to you

imagine you

Bennett?

inter
Thank
MR. B
And,

All
to ts
have

DR. G

MR. B
DR. G
MR. B
(Laug

MR.

==

Go ahead, talk,

(Laug

DR.

brought this up.

(202) 234-4433

COoy

H

D

D

€

f

\

q

A

H

H

H

f

J
(

=

A
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t figuring out where the data are
ed to actually have an effective
> management program like that 1is
psting.

ROOKS: Thanks. Aileen, thank you
Randy and Lee, thank you.

ight. John, I"m going to give it
Ik about HMS forage species, and |
about 20 minutes total for this.

AVES: Are you going to facilitate,

ROOKS:  Yes.
RAVES: Good.
ROOKS:  Whatever you want, John.

ter.)

BROOKS : Okay, 1711 fTacilitate.

John.

hter.)

SRAVES: Thanks. So, 1 just
As Chair of the ICCAT Advisory
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Committee, | had
times to write |
Management Coun
herring and
rates.

As m
period during tb
so, the United |
Tfull bluefin tuj
evidence that th
concentrations §
might have been
much to our losg

So,

considered somsg

management. Bu

with the Mid-At

currently occur
Council, that 1
aware of. And s

there, 1 thought

COoy
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1ts

L

§

(

]

)
>
N

q

|

L

=

any of you know,

170

ve been commissioned on a few
ptters to the New England Fishery
cil regarding the Tfishery for

impact on bluefin tuna catch

there was a
e 2000s where, for six years or
tates was not able to catch its

a quota. And there"s anecdotal
> fishing was breaking up herring
nd, hence, the bluefin tuna that
off the U.S. moved up to Canada,
we have at the Committee
basic elements of ecosystem
', recently, one thing happened
lantic Council, and another is
ring with the South Atlantic
think this Committee needs to be
0, rather than me putting it out
1°d let Dewey and Anna give their
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insights, and th

But i
role of some of ¢
and, also, the
based TfTisherie
legislatively w
managing the
predator; the
forage species.

And
when HMS was
Magnuson i1n 199(
Species Managen
control over th
specific on thg
essentially, ev
promoting ecosys$
it has set up
particular panel

And $

you want to take
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en, to go from there.

L has to do specifically with the

he smaller tuna species as forage

eird relationship iIn ecosystem-
management that 1s set up

ere Councils need to be not only

but also the

arget species,

51zes that are considered for
hen, the fact that this panel,
hrough the reauthorization of
), created the Highly Migratory
ent  Division doesn"t give it
e Torage species. It"s very

species that are there. So,
en though the Agency may be
tem-based fisheries management,

A roadblock to do it for this

o, with that preface, Dewey, do

over?
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MR. H
The M
species for mana
GARFO turned thg
they felt like wg

two species likg
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EMILRIGHT: Yes. Thank you.

id-Atlantic Council had these two
gement and sent in to GARFO, and
'm down because we didn"t have,
2 didn®"t have management of these

as a predator/prey.

So, the Mid-Atlantic Council sent a

letter to the Sq
they would implep
bullet and friga

And a

also commissiong

that"s ongoing.
South Atlantic,
taken over. And
some scoping meg

And 1

MS.
these species (
explained, the

COUR

(202) 234-4433

pbuth Atlantic Council asking if
nent some management measures for
te mackerel.
Iso, the Mid-Atlantic Council has
'd a study of stomach contents
So, we sent a letter to the
and now the South Atlantic has
I believe that they have started
tings.

11 let Anna speak to the rest of

BECKWITH: Yes. Originally,
came to us because, as Dewey
Mid-Atlantic had an omnibus
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ecosystem plan|
particular, wer
deemed that they
the Mid-Atlantid

So, |
consider them un
these are specig
are important pr
important for d
stretch. 1It"s ¢
fish will cons
important for bi
something necesH

Council can brin

So,

—

\

the discussion.

these two specid
apply under our
Management Plan
and forage speci

We ha
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and these two species, 1in

e disapproved because 1t was
had insufficient connection to
"s FMPs.
they requested our Council to
der the Dolphin Wahoo Plan. And
bs, bullet and frigate mackerel
imarily for wahoo, not quite as
olphin. So, it°s a bit of a
ne of many species that dolphin
Lime . They are exceptionally
j1fish and tunas, but that is not
sarily that the South Atlantic
g Into the discussion directly.
here we are iIs we have started
We have done a white paper on
s and where they would sort of
purview of the Dolphin Wahoo
as ecosystem component species
es for them.
ve done a webinar on May 7th and
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8th, where we di
support for mg@
particular speciy
about their 1img
wahoo, particula
So, a
at those commenty
we"re going to 1
of decide what 1
I car
mixed feelings 0
really wants 1t
component and S
moment are sg
overwhelmed with
So,
Iimportant becaus
and 1 understa
Iimportance above

manage at our

wahoo.
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d get a fair bit of feedback and
ving Tforward with these two
bs.  And we did get some comments
prtance outside of dolphin and
r to tuna and billfish.
s a Council, we have yet to look
5. In our upcoming June meeting,
eview all the comments and sort
5 our next step forward.

tell you that there are sort of
n if the South Atlantic Council
o take this on. Ecosystem
brt of large amendments at the
mething we"re a little bit
work.
I think this 1is particularly

e 1 sit on this panel and IAC,

id that these species are of
and beyond what we specifically

Council, which 1is dolphin and
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I think

encourage -- ang
up the floor --

that the South

particular specjies

then 1 can take
an opportunity ¥
to be presented
make sure that tj

list of things t

But t
questions.

MR. B
and John.

And 1

you, John, or yd
that i1mpassioneg
sort of timeling
HMS AP time righ
Does it make sen

have more time tg
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one thing I would
maybe John®s intent was to open
iIT there i1s an impassioned plea

Atlantic Council take these
Into serious consideration,
that back, and certainly there®s
or individual and group comments
to the South Atlantic Council to
1is floats to the top of the long
hat we have under consideration.
nat®"s quick. 1°m happy to answer

ROOKS: Thanks, Anna, and Dewey,
think 1 have a question maybe to
1, Pete, which is, listening for
plea, i1s that something on a
basis that we need to give the
[ now to talk about and get that?
se to come back in the fall and
p talk about this? Or do we lose
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the timeliness?
of you to give (

MS. E
you that we wil
in June, ali

step

will do. But
potential to dr
there®s not end
this forward. |
So, I can certai

that 1s the time

So,
to continue on,
woulld be 1In Sep
don"t meet unti
didn®t have some
from this group
would have for
would be probahk
we"re going to

process, one way

COoy
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1

)

y

=

0p this off
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So, I"m kind of looking to both

s a signal on that.
ECKWITH: I can tell

Right. So,

I be looking at this as a next

nd 1 cannot say what the Council

we certainly always have the
of our 1itinerary if

ugh Council interest iIn moving

am the Chair of that Committee.

mly do my best to keep it on, but

liness of it.

f we were to move, if this were

then our next discussion on it

fember. And then, we generally

I October. So, 1 think if we

at least general comments coming
now, our next meeting that we
you guys to officially comment
ly our December meeting. And
be a good, long ways down the
or the other, by then.
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MR. B
worth burning uj
feedback now.

David

MR.
to seeing that
mean, the HMS M3
help us to bridg
specific venue,
possible for us
involved in to b
that are being

Now |
1llustrations o
there was an |
herring,
ago.

I jus
with the lead a
herring, and h
that

species

COoy
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that w

N

D

1

|

1

L)

§

L

]

q

=
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ROOKS: Then, 1t seems like 1t"s

some time for some comment and

?

CHALIT: Yes, I"m coming around

there are structural issues. I
nagement Division could possibly
e these gaps. There®s no venue,
fhat | know of that would make it
, Tor the species that we"re
> Introduced into these processes
ndertaken by Councils.
"m going to give you a couple of
this. The Atlantic herring,

SE conducted, and 1t went to

as concluded about three years

t had a recent exchange of emails

isessment scientist for Atlantic
p"s telling me that the only

'hey are considering 1in the
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management of A
moment are birdg

Now,
have had a study,
that 1involved
undertaken to d{
year where we cg@

we have some ver

these fish are ¢

we"re looking wjith a view towards

dialog with theg
111

species would K

1D}

menhaden. Mackse

Atlantic Councilj|

Atlantic States
So, W
dialog with thesg

looking at talki

mackerel, and menhaden.

species as well
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tlantic herring quotas at the
and mammals.
with regard to bluefin tuna, we
There was a study done in 2009
110 stomachs. And ABTA has
b a scientific study this last
Ilected over 250 stomachs. So,
y recent, excellent data on what
ating in the Gulf of Maine. And
initiating a
e Councils on these issues.
give you an example. One key
pe mackerel; another would be
'rel 1s managed out of the Mid-
Menhaden 1s managed out of the
Commission.
e are now looking, if we want to
> Councils on these issues, we"re
ng to three Councils on herring,
And there are other
and so on,

, obviously, squid,
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Jonah crab.
The

from the HMS Man
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point iIs that we need guidance

agement Division as to how we can

grease the wheels to have this dialog.

Thanks.

MR. HUDSON:

Rusty, DSF.

Dr. Moore®s letter from March to the

Council
bullet mackerel

be an ecosystem

identified the frigate mackerel and the

as being whatever, the desire to

Forage fish. But the commercial

landings for each of the six years, 2012 to 2017,

was 1,502 poun
Northeast per y
frigate and the
normal forage T

forage fish.

Of course,

It; 1t"s a big fish.

ds collectively throughout the

10}

rar. And at the same time, the
pullet are a lot bigger than the
Ish and they prey on those same
I see blue marlin. 1 get

Yellowfin gets pretty big.

But blackfin tuma, we®"re not managing that. At

least 1

don"t think Mid-Atlantic does,

either.

And wahoo, of course, is part of our dolphin wahoo
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But fthere was some pushback on the

idea of these bigger animals,

both from up the

line and even when it was presented to us, as |

was listening, hecause of the fact that they are

so much bigger,
and the thread

the river hery
Spanish sardine
But 1 don"t reca
mackerel or a

neighborhood.

So,

a Mid-Atlantic/New England scenario,

throw it out the
MR. H
DR.

letter to the
comments. One,
not managing the

concerned about

COoy

(202) 234-4433

significantly, than the menhaden

nerrings, and the sardines, and

ing, and whatever, you know,

]

3, cligar minnows down our way.
Il ever really catching a frigate
down 1in

bullet mackerel our

t really does sound like more of

just to
re.
BROOKS:  John?
GRAVES: Yes, well, the GARFO
Mid-Atlantic Council made two

that the Mid-Atlantic Council was
predators, so they shouldn®t be

the prey, effectively. And the
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other one had tg
size, that they
just simply poor
1"ve
auxis out of
billfishes, and |
inches. 1"ve
offshore for bah
year, trolling g
of all sizes, e\
up to 130-pound
the auxis that
range.
menhaden. And
size of Atlantj
That"s exactly t
of auxis. So
Inappropriate si

also remove menh

So,
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do that they were the improper
were too large. And that was
science.

pulled hundreds and hundreds of
the stomachs of tunas and
they*"re all generally in 10 to 12
also done a lot of sampling
y bluefin tuna at the end of the
nall spoons which catch scombrids
erything from baby bluefin tuna
bluefin tuna. And almost all of
e catch are iIn that same size

pte you mentioned Atlantic

Atlantic menhaden, the maximum

c menhaden 1is 50 centimeters.

he same size as the maximum size
to say that auxis are the

ze because they®re too big would

aden, and that"s just asinine.

| think we need to have some
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better science |
think they were |
And 1t depends [
are eating it.
very common fora
species that 1°v
And &
Anna®s situatig
worthwhille doing
now, we, as
opportunity -- Vi
mandate to do
structurally, wg
the road to dg
immediacy would
doing because,
comprise a major
South Atlantic (
would have evey
species.

MR. H
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ooking at this, because I don"t
Ising, one, the right parameters.
)n the size of the animals that
But 10- to 12-inch auxis are a
ge item in the highly migratory

> seen In the Mid-Atlantic.

50, 1 think 1t"s 1mportant for
n that, 1f we think 1It"s
, we should say so. But, right

an AP, don"t have the

bu know, we really don"t have the

that. And 1 think that,

would like to look further down

something, but right now the

be what the South Atlantic 1is

n the case of wahoo, auxis does

part of the diet. And so, the

ouncil manages wahoo. So, they

y right to manage the forage

JDSON: So, you are saying, John,
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that the asinineg
been put Torwari
frigate or the Q4

DR.
menhaden, and yoQ
a forage species
centimeters, the
size for a speci
that you encount

MR.
species, do you
them in your regi
menhaden?

DR.
explain, with th
just, until we K
that we have con
total biomass re
we"ve seen with |
disrupting the c(

It"s that concen
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part is the bad science that had
1 as a reason not to have the
ullet?

GRAVES: It would

apply to
u would be removing menhaden as
, too, because menhaden get to 50
maximum size. But the maximum
s 1S not often the typical size
er those individuals.
AUDSON: Now, with those two
have an estimated biomass for
on, like you do with the Atlantic
GRAVES: can

Dewey probably

e forage amendment, the i1dea was
ow what®"s going on, the idea was
centrations of these fish. The
moval may not be as important as
pluefin tuna In the Northeast, as
pncentration of the prey, because
tration of the prey that serves
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to aggregate 1

bluefin tuna.
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he HMS species, whether 1it"s

So, at the mouth of the canyons along

the Mid-Atlantig

you"re also goin
then, i1s where |t
the longliners &
because they"re
rates. It"s all
going to go. g
impact on the Ti

MR.
fishery is prett
It"s mostly the |
of the other s
mentioning?

DR. @
the commercial f
talking about.

fishery because

around.
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, you"re going to have auxis;
g to have chub mackerel. That,
'he HMS species go. It"s where
re going to set, when they can,
yoing to have their highest catch
50 where the recreation lane is
bo, 1t"s going to have a large
sheries.
HUDSON: But the commercial
y limited, from what I see. So,
recreational and/or the targeting
)ecies In those areas you were
RAVES: To clarify that, at times
ishery for auxis is what you-"re
That depends, also, on the squid

those boats are going to move
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So, the point is,

down the fisherig

So, until we Krn
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It"s not to shut
s, but 1t"s to be precautionary.

pw more, why would you want to

threaten what affe pretty viable commercial and

recreational HMS

MR.

3
get into this.

MR. H
questions. The
this discussion
potentially -- 1|
document was just
this something t
Is that somethin(g

IS this somethir]

And &

N

good research ig
at the end of th

MR. C

L)

document that §

coordinate with

COUR
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fisheries?
ROOKS: I"m going to let Jason
Jason?
\DRIANCE: Sure. I guess two
Tirst one being to HMS: how does
we"re having now Tfit 1iInto

noticed the ecosystem management
I released not that long ago. Is
hat was considered iIn that? Or
) that -- a discussion like this,
g that can be added to that?

econdly, this seems to be some
pas coming up for the discussion
e day.

DOPER:- So, 1 believe in the EBFM
ome of our milestones are to
the Councils on forage and that
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sort of thing.

definitely keep

q
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$0, that is something that we can

moving forward with, and I think

we can continue that discussion, Anna, before the

June meeting. A

saying, kind of

Councils 1iIn

int

nd then, as far as what David was
develop ways to work with the

egrating HMS with some of the

forage fish stufff that"s going on.

MR. H
MR. H
he was mentio
mackerel, and sq

the Caribbean
very,

North they are.

Somet

table i1s that, :

the concentratid

predicting where

SO oOn. For U
minnow, bigeye
sardines -- blue

COoy

(202) 234-4433

very comn

D

L

D

H

D

;

)

D

=

ROOKS: Marcos?
ANKE: I got very confused when
ing frigate mackerel, bullet

on, because we do have them iIn

poradically, but they are not

DN . But I understand that up
hing that I want to bring to the
s Tishermen, we try to identify
n of different bait In terms of
we"re going to go fishing, and
5, the concentration of cigar
scad, different herrings and
runners not so much -- but those
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first ones are |
the fishing effqg
the panel shoull
those drivers,

season that moy
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Fthe ones that drive the effort,
rt. 1 think i1t"s something that
in terms of

1l address identify

Tthe concentration of bait for a

e the Tishery around. And 1

didn®"t hear anyghing on the matter that is the

first step in th
Iinto considerati

Thank

MR. B

MR.
Pierdinock.

We*"ve
England with the
Council having g
result of 1ts im(
have been attemy
measures with tH
Commission to hag
of that fishery,

I agn

COUR
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iIs analysis that you should take

DN .
you .

ROOKS: Mike?

PIERDINOCK: Thank you. Mike
had some examples of this iIn New

New England Fishery Management
ecisions made about herring as a
)ortance on the ecosystem. There

yts, too, with menhaden through

e Atlantic States Marine Fishery

ve an ecosystem-based management

which didn®t move through.

ee, this HMS Division needs to
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have a voice iIn
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this. How far it goes, though,

whether it"s just more than a few of the species,

I mean, 1T 1 just think about 1t from New England,

I*m going to stayt with herring.

to go down th
mackerel, whitii
the iImportance ¢

I me
years, they have
trawlers that ar
been indicating
tried to demon
removal of this

So, V¥
of the beauties
the management ¢

forage Tish hay

shore.

Then, 1™m going

e pecking order of menhaden,
19, squid, and sand lances, and
F that.

an, you go to Nantucket. For

¥ been trying to limit the squid

2 coming Into there because it"s

-— well, they~“ve demonstrated, or

strate, the 1importance of the
squid in the fishery.
es, It is Important. 1 think one
that we"ve seen is that, through
F some of these forage fish, the

ye come back and they"re near

And thats why our bluefin tuna landings

up In Massachus

ptts are such that you can catch

a bluefin one mifle off the beach, as a result of

the presence o

COoy
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T the forage TfTish. So, the
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Iimportance is th
I agr
others are sayif]
to have a voice @
there®s some peq
trying to go
Management Coun
Marine Fishery
state meetings),
everywhere for [
those forage ¥
regulatory authg
one voice coming
help us get to
ecosystem-based

Thank

MR.

UJ

more people iIntoQ

189

ere.
ee with John. | agree with what
g around the table. HMS needs
nd figure out how to -- you know,
pbple around this table who are
to the New

England Fishery

cil meetings, Atlantic States

Commission meetings, you know,
and so on. We can"t be
everything. And the fact that

ish are managed by different
rities per se, we need to have
from here that could, hopefully,
us where we need to be with an
managing type of an approach.
you.

ROOKS: So, 1 want to get two

the discussion here, and then,

we should be swiftching shortly to our next topic.

But 1 think what

next two places

COUR

(202) 234-4433

I"m hearing in the sort of the

to go are, one, sort of Jason®s
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observation aro(
priorities here |
meeting, and, al
HMS, we need you
year.

And
perspective, Anr
to hear to sort
Council, you go.

MS. B
a public comment
website for 1ind
take that, and fq
me directly by

comments. So, |

opportunity befqg

MR. [BROOKS:

obviously, this
So, the i1dea of
something to pun

There
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nd there may be some research
fo be thinking about later in the

so, several people saying, yes,

; we need your voice in the next

I don*t  know, from your

n, whether there®s more you need

of make sense of where, as a

ECKWITH: Well, 1 mean, we have

opportunity through the Council

ividuals, that we*ll certainly

) lks can certainly always contact

email and 111 forward those

"m fine. 1"m just providing the

re we discuss It next week.

Okay . Thanks. And

Isn"t a consensus-seeking body.

a letter from this panel i1s not

sue .

were a couple other commenters.
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Davic

MR. §
the perspective
i1s that all thes
exist iIn the saj
that they are eg
provides the pc
predator species
to those forage
of

that ford

establishing thg

(
§
I
|

D

q

N

1

|
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? Go ahead.
CHALIT: The promise of EBFM from
pf predator species, in our view,
> species on which bluefin depend
the i1dea 1is

e water column, and

ch managed separately. But EBFM
ssibility for establishing the
that have a strong relationship
species, that are consuming a lot
therefore,

je species, and

t dependency. And then, when it

comes time to seft quotas for that forage species,

a set-aside, 1In

somehow addressges that relationship,

there®s enough

hold these fTish

a season. Okay7
But

someone else |
this -- but my u

on this level,

COoy

(202) 234-4433

1

.

=

forage species

my understanding --

effect, would be created that

so that
in the water to

long enough for us to prosecute

and maybe

ere has better knowledge of

iderstanding is that EBFM is not,

iIs not fully yet supported by
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Magnuson-Stevens|.

knows something
fuzzy on that, b
that |
Council 1s thad

supported by Ma|

be Important.

Thank

MR. B

All

Okay .

Thanks, both of

All

MR. |

For t

I think you neeg

into it, becaus
just saying abol
some kind of bug
a Tisheries mar

technical

COoy
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have Tfron

sSuppos

U

:

(

}
[
U
)
N

]

=
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And maybe Jennifer Pudney

about that. But 1"m kind of

it 1 believe that the information
New England Fishery Management
t 1s not something that is

jnuson-Stevens. And that would

S.

ROOKS: Thanks.

ight, John, are you good?
Thanks. Thanks very much.
yOou .
ight. Oh, sorry, Alan?
EISS: Thank you.
his to be addressed effectively,
to bring the science end of it
>, really, with what David was
t something like a set-aside or
geting of these prey species in
that"s

agement process, really

ed to already be done. Because
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whatever the di¢

IS accounted for

In the assessment process.

being done accu
enough attention
probably where y
MR. B
Okay .
Let"s

IS here. Good.

L)

hear from Celes
International Afj
will give us af
Monitoring Progn

MS. L
Is Celeste Lerouwp

Office of Inte

Inspection forr

specifically, 1
Monitoring Progn

So, |

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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tary needs of the predators are
in so-called natural mortality

So, if that"s not

rately or sufficiently, or not

is being paid to it, then that"s

pu would want to focus.

ROOKS: Thanks.

Thank you all very much.
push to the next topic. Celeste
All right. So, we are going to
te Leroux with the Office of
Fairs and Seafood Inspection, who

update on the Seafood Import
am .
EROUX:

Hi, everybody. My name

. Like mentioned, I work in the

rnational Affairs and Seafood

NOAA Fisheries. And

vork a lot on the Seafood Import
am .
was asked to come here today,
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give you an (

14

Tfacilitate a dif
about 1t.

The S
iIs relatively ng

go at NOAA Fishg

A\

IUU fishing and
keep those proc
So, i1t establis]
certain seafood
States.

The
requirements T
permit -- 111 ¢
on each of
requirements whi
data through Cud
So, requiring t
records of their

was harvested -

either from a fa

COUR

(202) 234-4433

194

verview of the program, and

scussion, I you have questions

eafood Import Monitoring Program
w as far as regulatory programs

ries. It i1s designed to combat

seafood fraud, specifically to

ucts outside of U.S. commerce.

les requirements for i1mports of

products coming into the United

hree main categories of work or

pr  the program include a

o into a little bit more detail

these with you -- reporting

ch i1s electronic entry fTiling of

stoms, and then, recordkeeping.

hat permitted importer to keep

product from the point that it

so, it came out of the water

rm or the ocean -- and then, to
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the point it ca
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me i1nto the United States. It

does not cover product movement within the United

States. That IS
Magnuson for tra

So, |4
rulemaking proce;s
Issued a propose
Import Monitoriy
2016. And by th

1It. We had abou

a few months of
the beginning o
appropriations
abalone to the
Thes

identified as b

fishing and sea
those two specisg
secondary progrj
process right ng

covers domestic §
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the limit we"ve interrupted from
ceability under this program.
h little bit on timing. The
5s has been relatively quick. We
d rule to establish the Seafood
g Program back in February of
e end of that year, we finalized
I a year to implement, and within
he program becoming mandatory at
2018, we were told in the 2018
111 by Congress to add shrimp and
cope of the program.

were species that we had already
2ing potentially at risk of 1UU
ood fraud, but the addition of
s has required us to establish a
am  that is i1n the rulemaking
. But i1f you"re interested, it
aquaculture of shrimp and abalone
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traceability from harvest to its fTirst point of

sale In U.S. conm
So, W

the program to

merce.
e had less than a year to expand

cover shrimp and abalone, which

shrimp 1s the larKgest seafood import, doubled the

size Tunctionall

mandatory December 31st of last year.

this year we"ve [
the program for

about a year inf

species.

The s
receive seafoq(
countries. And

an idea of our af
we offer supp
exporters, U.S|
whenever they as

It if
comply with this

open-door policy
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y of the program. That became
And so,
)een working on implementation of

shrimp and abalone, and we"re

to implementation for the other

cope of the program is wide. We

) imports from many, many

this is just up here to give you
proach to outreach. 1In general,

ort to governments, Tforeign

importers, domestic brokers,

k for it.

volves quite a lot of work to
program, and we really have an

. We have an email address that
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111 show you at the end

industry. We op
from Monday thn
p-m. And we®ve

sure that the pn

197

that i1s available for
erate a support line for industry
ough Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00
kept those services going to make

pgram does not in any way unduly

disrupt trade of| these species.

So,
covers some 1iNng
species groups.
species, but we
quickly. 1 bel
of most 1interef
sharks as a gro
have here.

When

your information

here*s the list. The program

ividual species and some whole
You can read the list of single
usually walk through them very

ieve that the ones that will be

L)

St to you here are swordfish,

up, the species of tuna that we

ve say '‘species group,™ just for

, with the exception of the list

of tunas, what We do

known species of
staff that work
which of these s

then,

is we send the list of all
[, let"s say, shrimp to the NOAA
at the Smithsonian and ask them

pecies are consumed as food. And

that"s what we consider subject to the
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program.

All 1

permit requirem

familiar with

International Fjsheries Trade Permit, or

It"s a permit t
So, that doesrn
somebody with a
door could be ki
for the Seafood
as a couple of
that run out oOf
Tuna Tracking an
1T yqg
can let them kndg
different permit
can just use tf
number iIs one O]
need to be ente
Tfiling for the |

permit. So, YG

COoy

(202) 234-4433
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So, 1tf's for all seafood.

ight. So, I mentioned there"s a

ent. You may or may not be

this. It"s called the

IFTP.
nat"s required by U.S. entities.
a U.S. but

"t mean citizen,

U.S. location whose, let"s say,

nocked on. Has to have a permit
Import Monitoring Program as well
other trade monitoring programs
i NOAA Fisheries, including the
d Verification Program.

1 are or work with importers, you
v we don"t require you to have a
for each of these programs. You
e same number, but your permit
 the pieces of information that
ned as part of the Customs entry
jrogram, and it has to be a real
U need to enter a valid permit
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number .
to continue Tilji
won"t be able tg

This
information that
filing. 111 g
more detail than
this might be of

So, O
data
identifying the
harvested produs
evidence of aut
could be a licen
It could be a peg

1°11
an allowance forq
accommodate the

small vessels ij

require a permit

electronically

199

IT you |fail to do so, you won"t be able

ng through Customs; your entry
make 1t into U.S. commerce.

iIs a slide walking through the
we require at the time of entry
0 through this in a little bit
I normally would because I think
interest to this group.

n the harvest event, we ask for
filed

through  Customs

flag state of the vessel that

ct, the vessel name, and the

horization of Tish. So, that
se for an aquaculture facility.

rmit for a fishing boat.

jo into in a second -- we do have
small vessels that was made to
fact that there are some very

1 the world that don®t actually

to operate. So, we couldn®t de

facto ban those fimports if they weren*t harvested

COUR
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illegally just bhecause a permit wasn"t required

for that particy

We allso require a vessel

when that®"s avai

IMO number -- anpd the gear type.

you who may be Tg
traceability pro

information that

10}

the EU list. W¢g
type makes an
whether or not [

So, that"s a pi¢

part of the entr
There
that 1 think 1t

select from a dr
gear.

The
and, then, the
minimum, they hay

are slots for the¢
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lar fishery.
identifier
lable -- sometimes those are an
For those of
miliar with the European Union®s
gram, this is the one piece of
we found i1t necessary to add to
felt that identifying the gear
important difference between
A Fishery was legal or illegal.
ce of information we ask for as
y Filing.

iIs a known list of gear type
s from FAO. So, they have to

)pdown of options for the fishing

ame of the aquaculture facility
area of wild capture. At a
ye to put the FAO area, but there
m to include more detail of their
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individual manag

So, 1
we look for at |
we also are looki
product was Tirs$
delivery from 4
Sometimes it"s
directly to a prg
Tirst time that

So, W
fish.

There 1s

like 11,000 spe;q

U

there"s a thresg
those. That th
entered as part
all of the sp#
particular entry

And t
landing. So,

report the impor

we require the wg
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ffor Customs,
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ement areas.

hat"s basically the information
fhe time of harvest. And then,
ng for information on where that
t landed. So, sometimes that"s
small boat to a mother ship.

to a dock. Sometimes it"s

)cessing facility. But it"s that
the product changed hands.
e"re looking for the species of
a monstrous list of something
cies that is called ASFIS, and
-letter code for each one of
ree-letter code has to also be
of the Customs entry fTiling for

pcies that are included i1In a

hen, the weight at the time of

they also have to
ted weight, but for our program
2 1ght of that species when i1t was
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landed.
Landi
date that the prg
was a multi-day |
day. They don"f
within a trip whg
iIT they"re landi
And t
for a contact fqQ
go back to them
So,
electronically €|
be familiar with
submission of ac
Import Monitorin

We are just look

then, we reach ¢

202

ng date. For us, that means the

)duct entered port. So, iIf there
fishing trip, they enter the last
have to separate, for example,
it fish was harvested on what day
ng it all at the same time.
nen, where 1t was landed. We ask
r that landing point, so we can
to verify their records.

this is the data that"s

ntered. For those of you who may

Customs, some programs require
tual PDF documents. The Seafood
g Program does not require that.
ng for this data to come in, and

Ut through an audit process that

111 go into a ljittle bit more detail with you on

to ask for the a

for this product

Essentially,

COUR
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ccompanying traceability records

someone described to me

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

last week, one of
of contents for
records, if we 3§
thought was a ni

I me
Like I said, we (
for small harvest
the EU"s definit
under 12 meters
We also made an
a thousand kild
single day. I
challenging becal
little product,
"small™. It al
with the size of
caused a fair an

Anywa
there may not
harvest,

we eS

custody at thal
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[ our auditors, this is the table
which there needs to be backup
sk for them in an audit, which I
ce analogy.

ntioned small-scale fisheries.
lid come up with an accommodation
's. We used our arrangement with

jon of "small,”™ which i1s a vessel
or under 20 gross tons capacity.
aquaculture equivalent of under
grams from a single farm in a
hindsight, that was a little
ise barely any farms harvest that
but that®"s the definition of
so doesn®"t have anything to do
the farm physically, which has
punt of confusion.
y, IT it"s small vessel, because
be a permit required for 1its
sentially start the chain of
- first point of aggregation.
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Other than that,
regular SIMP reg

they enter "'sma
that doesn™"t re(
name.

All
are audits. Whag
product i1s Tile
complete. The
The importer, th
Permit holder,
traceability dodt
to the point tha

There

separate catch.

of different harvest events,

include the data
That can be a Id
shipment of cann

of the program.

So, the way an audit works

COUR
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it looks exactly the same as the
uirements. And for vessel type,

Il vessel harvest'. And then,

quire that they enter a vessel
ight. So, | mentioned that there
t happens now is, let"s say your
. This electronic process 1is
product enters U.S. commerce.
at International Fisheries Trade
has to for two years hold the
uments that track that catch back
t 1t was first harvested.

"s no requirement iIn SIMP to
So, 1T they“"re commingling a lot
they just need to
for all of those harvest events.
t, as you can imagine for like a
ed tuna. But that i1s the scope

is that
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anytime in the |

1
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wo years Tollowing an entry our

SIMP auditors can reach out to that permit holder

and ask them T
product back. W
will ask again,
time limit on hd

Once
couple of thing:
make sure that
matches the actu
us. We also I«
supply chain to
in the supply c
like differences
number that cam
certain weight &
the time i1t left
should look at 1

that"s the type

at.

We tr

COoy

(202) 234-4433

-
.

¢

sl

d

)

1

D

|

1

=

)r the records that track that
> will ask for those records. We
iIT we need to, but there is a
v long we will wailt.

we get those records, we do a
. One of them i1s we check and

the data they filed in Customs

al records that they submitted to

ok at the thoroughness of that
nake sure that there weren®t gaps
And we®ll

nain. look at things

in weight. IT you had a lot

@ Into a processing plant at a

nd somehow it doubled In size by
maybe that®"s problematic and we

hat a little more closely. So,

of thing our auditors will look

y to close audits within 30 days

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

of receiving re(
International FJ

the status of
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rords, and we always notify the

sheries Trade Permit holder of
their audit.

Basically, they

either have no findings, meaning we didn"t find

any 1issues with
there are findin
the Office of
choose to take 3

There
penalties as pg
Schedule that i
General Counsel
memorized.

Okay .
been a huge proce
running -- what
that i1s highly
supply chain thyg
have produced a
This

website.

essentially list

COUR

(202) 234-4433

it, or there are findings. |If
gs, we refer that audit over to
Law Enforcement, and they can
ction on that.

are a list of SIMP-related
art of the Summary Settlement
5 published by NOAA, Office of
; And 1 don"t have them

So, you may wonder -- this has
pss of getting the program up and
is a full chain of custody. So,
variable based on the type of
At we"re dealing with. So, we
Guide to Audits. It°"s up on our
iIs a table from that guide,
ing some of the records that may
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be part of the
iIt"s complete.
We dag
for this progra
Act

Reduction

essentially say|

of custody recofrds.

forms to Fill out
records that yo(
own chain of cug

So, t
those records. |
you can certain|
email us
simpsupport@noaa
I*m celeste.lerq
are our industry
to call them.

So, T
Is what 1 wanteq

to take questiof]
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supply chain to make sure that

nN"t require any particular forms
n. That"s kind of a Paperwork
thing. But that"s why we
you need to provide full chain
We are not giving you 10
. You need to give us the actual
use In industry to produce your
tody.

nis Is just an example of some of

A\nd these are the resources. So,

y go to our website. You can
with any questions at
.gov. You can also email me.

yux@noaa.gov. And then, these

support lines, i1t you ever need

hose were the highlights. This

| to get across. And

1*m happy

1S, discuss any aspects of this
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that are of iIntefrest to you.

have any questig
MR. B
the panel --
MS. L
MR. B
or questions fol
Mike?
MR. R
1 hay

going to

States, your office will do such.

implement a SIMP audit

208

I don®t know if you

NS.

ROOKS: Yes, let"s open it up to
EROUX: All right.

ROOKS: -- and see what thoughts
ks have.

IERDINOCK: Thank you.

ve confidence that, if you-re

in the United

My question

has to do with [gthe international community that

you have in he

Who"s watching gthe henhouse? Is

decides to do t
else? I*m jJust
internationally

MS. L

So, entries are

the entry TfTilin

COUR
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re, the international nations.

it China that
he audit? Or 1s there someone

curious as to how that works
EROUX: That"s a good question.
selected for audit randomly by

yJ number that comes in through
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Customs.

So, janytime an
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i mport occurs, some

broker or some eptry filer files an entry through

U.S. Customs and
has a certain Tj

And every entry

So, we have a s{
tariff schedule
SIMP reporting

bringing product

Border Protection. That entry
ling number associated with 1t.
includes specific tariff codes.
lection of about 150 harmonized
codes that are subject to the
requirements. So, if you“re

in under any of those codes,

your entry i1s sypject to all the dataset that we

require and aud}

of those entries

for audit. And then, we

International HRiisheries Trade

which 1s a U.S.

ts. What we do is we take all
and we randomly select entries
reach out to the

Permit holder,

entity.

The way that the rule is structured is

that that permit

records at the tii

States. So, t 1S

importer to get

from the fToreigh exporter.
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holder needs to have all of these
me the product enters the United
incumbent upon the U.S.
the iInformation that they need

We go to foreign
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exporters and
requirements arg
business-to-busi
requirement. Wg
foreign governmg

MR.
imports, do they

import Tfish iInj

reciprocal thererf

MS. |
China®s import
there®"s like a

they take for cg
area of expertig
The ¢
that | would con
the EU system.
any detail about
electronic recor]

a completely papg

So, mo,
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explain to them what the

2, but, ultimately, this is a

ness information-sharing
2"re not getting records from a
Nt.

PIERDINOCK: So, 1f China now
go through this same process to

fo their nation? There®"s no

?

LEROUX: I"m not an expert at
requirements. I do know that
list of certain suppliers that

rtain products, but it"s not my

a

= =

nly country that has something

sider similar to this is, well,
They recently -- and 1 don"t know
this -- came out with more of an

dkeeping system. It started as

er-based program.

there aren®"t other countries
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that require son

MR.
questions.

MR. B

MR. R

international D
considerable an
caught in the Me
was discovered.
one of these na
process to Tfigu
there i1s no audi

One
imported from CH
shrimp. And
aquaculture. I9
make sure 1t"s 1
result of them rg
a considerable [

any other fTish tj

comes to our dod

COUR

(202) 234-4433

211

ething comparable to this.

PIERDINOCK: Two other quick

ROOKS: Yes, go ahead.

IERDINOCK: 1t has to do with the

pcause last year there was a

punt of 1i1llegal bluefin tuna

diterranean. And ultimately, it

And 1 was curious as to whether

tions went through an auditing

re that out, but it"s apparent

ting process.

last question. IT it gets

ina, let"s say, and 1711 pick on

you note that 1it"s from an

there any testing done here to
ot loaded with contaminants as a
iising in the fall pipe, which is
)roblem? And i1s that done with
nat you have on this list when it
ks?
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MS. U
Monitoring Prog
scope. We"re Tq(
that 1sn"t illeg

the United Stat

labeling prograf).

So, we don"t

associated with

MR. B
that"s not happsg
office?

MR. R
the FDA? 1Is son

it being done,
playing field?
MR. B
room who has tha
Jeff?
MR. G
and 1 happen to h

and wife, who shg
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EROUX: So, the Seafood Import

ram is pretty limited iIn its
cused on making sure that seafood
al or misrepresented comes into
RS | It"s not, for example, a
It"s not a health program.
do health testing of product
this traceability program.

ROOKS: Which is not to say that
ning; 1t"s just not done by your

IERDINOCK: Yes, is that done by
cone doing 1t? And how often is
to make sure we"re on an equal
ROOKS: Is there anybody in the
t expertise? | think 1t"s done.
DEN: 1 happen to have a cottage,
ave two FDA Inspectors, a husband
pwed up, and they stay there from
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time to time.

them: how ofts
comment to me w
percent on a god
MR. H
Clag
MR. E
over to Meagan,

MS.

mentioned that

1

«
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Anyhow, that was my question to

n does this happen? And their
s, way less than one-half of 1
d day.

ROOKS: Thanks. Glenn?
microphone comment.)

ROOKS: Thanks, Glenn. Let"s go
and then Bob.

DUNPHY-DALY: Thanks. You

some of the audits are random.

Are there also targeted audits based on species

that are iImportg

MS. L
to do random and
based on inform
point, we‘re re
baseline. So,
audits, but we ¢
any factor. It
enforced from a

certain importer

COoy

(202) 234-4433

H

1

]

-~
4

=

d?
FROUX: So, we have the authority
targeted audits. We can do them

\:tion that we receive. At this

ally focused on getting a good
we"ve been focusing on random
an do targeted audits, based on
could be species. It could be
certain country. It could be a
or exporting country or harvest
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country. Any of
could be the scd
MR. B
Let"s
then, Rusty.
MR. H

Bennett.

Celeste, thank you very much.

one of the persg
the agenda, and
absolutely cr

activities at

central to efforts,

Trade Act in Cong
to get passed, t
of import producqt
you for your worh
guys have made, {
January of last
such a huge mang

Can |
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 the data elements that we get

pbe of a target, yes.

ROOKS: Thanks.

go to Bob, Raimundo, Grant, and

UETER: Okay. Thanks. Thanks,
I was

ns that asked for this to be on

I consider this program to be an

NOAA*s

tical component of

this point. It"s absolutely
like the Sustainable Shark
Jress right now that we"re trying
hat we have this kind of vetting
s that are coming in. So, thank
« that you®re doing. |1 think you
wctually, a lot of progress since
year to have this in place with
ate.

ask you, do you know what the
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annual budget ig

MS. Ll
off the top of my
of million dollj

appropriation fo

MR. H
(Laug
MS. 1
MR. H
MS. L

and circle back
that.
MR. H
that.
And |
going to ask you
this i1s to make
I do

species forms, y(

are big categorijies

like various shg

COUR

(202) 234-4433

215

for the program?
FROUX: 1 wouldn®t want to report
y head, but 1 think it"s a couple
Ars. There is a specification

r implementation of this program.

UETER: Okay. Not $30 million?
hter.)

EROUX:- No.

UETER: Okay.

FROUX: But 1 can work with Peter

with you on the question about

{UETER: I won"t follow up on

*m not criticizing. What 1 am

Is some critical questions. And

the program better.
understand that the form, the

pu said 11,000 species, but there

in there. Maybe use things

irk or deepwater sharks or just
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shark fins.

MS.

like the three agllpha codes?

MR
them, the AS --
MS.

yes --

——

p—

{UETER:  Yes.
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_EROUX: You"re talking about

What do you call

IEROUX: The three-letter codes,

MR. HUETER: Yes, three-letter codes.

MS. LEROUX: -- ASFIS, yes.
MR. HUETER: Right, right.
Do ypu recognize that that"s a big

problem? That*®

there efforts urn

fix that, so th

are coming in, €

MS.
some three-alph
And because all
program, for ou
they use a more

to ask for the

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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IEROUX:  Right.

1)
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s kind of a loophole.

0 the best way possible?

I purposes i1t doesn"t matter

generic one because,

And are
derway to try to narrow that and

at we know exactly what species

there are
H codes that are more generic.

sharks are i1ncluded under the

if

it we were

qudit records, they would, then,
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have to report ep
the traceability

We ar
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tactly what they caught, based on
records.

e not endeavoring to change the

scope or the listing of three-alpha codes, but we

work with that
include i1n the py
the program only
you enter a md
other, you do ha
SIMP data becaus

be the species t

MR. H
MS. L
MR. H
And W

to determine what we want to
rogram. For example, even though
covers specific red snapper, if
re generic Hlutjanidae species,
ve to then enter the rest of the
e what you®re saying is it could

hat we"re trying to target here.

UETER: Okay.

EROUX: Is that helpful?

UETER: Yes.

hen you talk about traceability,

are these produdts coming in with any kind of UPC

codes or tags or labels or anything? Or is it

just a piece of
MS. L

have any label

reporting data to the government.

baper with bags of seafood?

EROUX: So, this program doesn"t
jng component. This 1is just
There 1s not
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a requirement th
way .

What
electronic data
Customs and Bor
Secrets Act. THh
comes through.
Envir

Commercial

International Trj
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at this be public-facing in any

it looks Ilike now 1s an
feed. So, NOAA has an MOU with
der Protection under the Trade
ey share with us their data that
Automated

It s called the

onment, or ACE; also called the

hde Data System, or ITDS. We get

that data feed through Customs, and that®"s what

we use to view tf
to the permp
International Fi
ask fTor their
Customs process.|
MR.

almost done, but

MR.

3
yes, go ahead.
MR. H

this Sustainablé

COUR
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1is data. And then, we reach out

tted NOAA entities, these

shery Trade Permit holders, and

ecords directly outside of the

HUETER: Okay . Bennett, 1™m

if you would just give me --

ROOKS: Okay. Go ahead. Yes,

UETER: So, one of the tenets of

Shark Fisheries and Trade Act
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legislation that
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we hoped to get passed this year

IS that certain gountries will be i1dentified that

are not complyin
least comparable

in the U.S., wh

g with the same standards or at
standards to what we have here
think

ich 1 iIs probably a good

goal for all of [pur fisheries eventually.

Eventually,

countries list
countries that d

early stage, do

with saying thipgs are coming

country and they
through that oth
""bag

the, quote,

the SIMP progran
thing happening]
loophole, we®ve
too much on some

MS. L
data analysis is
Is at the

which

COUR
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we"re going to have a
of countries that comply and
on"t. Do you see, even at this
you see any kind of hanky-panky
in from another
"*ve just been sort of laundered
er country iIn order to stay off
country list”? Do you see 1in
the possibility of that kind of
p Because i1f that 1s a big
got to fix that before we rely
of this new legislation.
FROUX: What we can do under SIMP
something we couldn®t do before,
time of entry see what country
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that product wag

country of expop

exported from a
doesn"t 1mply S(
wouldn®t want
because the coll
I1"ve been stunng
around the worl
commerce.

But t
that we can revi
time after taking
a question out fq
data that would
that would be off
release In an ag
are getting quit
that we have abol
know what of thi

MR. B

will you, iIn fag

COUR
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harvested in, and not just the
t. Just because a product was
country it wasn®"t harvested in
bme kind of laundering. So, |1
to make that assumption just
ntry of export was different.
d to see how much seafood moves
I before it makes i1ts way into
nat is a piece of the information
ew under SIMP. Maybe 1t we have
) general questions -- 1 did have
)r this group, which is, 1s there
be coming In under this program
[ Interest to you that we could
Because we

gregated, legal way?

2 a bit of information. And now

It a year of data, I"m curious to

s might be of iInterest.

ROOKS: To Bob®"s question, is it

t, designate a good country/bad
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country list?
the Importer or

MR. H
be their job.
of this other
programs.

MS.
theoretically, i
harvested in "X"
United States, Y
harvested produg
and 1mported ung
to this program.

MR. H

that the audit

that, vet that,

reported is truerf

MS. L

basically serve:
information you

IS the product y

COoy

(202) 234-4433

(

L

]

Y

)

L)

(
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)r would i1t be more targeted at
the entity?

UETER: No, that"s not going to

That"s going to be the job of some

legislation and these other

| EROUX: So, 1f there were,

requirement that said product
country can"t be imported to the
pu would be able to identify the
t, provided i1t"s being harvested

er one of the HTS codes subject

UETER: Okay. And you"re saying

system will occasionally check

and make sure that what®"s being

?

EROUX: Right. So, the auditing

two functions. It"s, i1s the

reported into Customs true, and

)u identified as being harvested,
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what actually c3
MR .

question: so,

=

not clear when

often --

MS. L

MR. H
do they hold pro
line up, isn"t
the port of entn

MS.
really have to ¢
IS programmed in
clear Customs u
the filer can"t
to actively holg

MR. H

MS.
enter their fil
five days beforg
States.

So, we

COoy

(202) 234-4433

|

)

1
(

»

1

Y

»

=

Ing
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me into the country?

HUETER: Okay . The last

ther than the audits, which I™m

they actually happen and how

FROUX: Okay.

UETER: -- do Customs Officers,

juct now 1T the paperwork doesn®t

n place? Do they hold stuff at

y?

| EROUX: So, Customs doesn"t

0D that because the way that this
to the system, the product can"t

til this data i1s entered. So,

process. Customs doesn"t have

1t.
UETER: Okay.
LEROUX: A fTiler can begin to
information like this up to
the product reaches the United
encourage brokers to do that, so
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that we can wor
might be having.
MR. H
held back, do ya
are we holding
back 25 percent?
MS. L

that i1ndustry cj

we"re not, Yol
product back
Ideally, what"s

illegally harves
here legally, t
U.S. commerce.

they"re finding

So,

how much producg didn®t make

commerce because

its way iIn, and
MR .

that, too.

COoy

(202) 234-4433

f

;

U

D

f

D

=
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K with them on any issues they

JETER: How much product has been

U think, at this point? 1 mean,

pack 1 percent? Are we holding

FROUX: Our focus is to make sure

n comply with this program, and

know, 1nadvertently holding

that was legally harvested.

happening 1s, 1f product was

ted and i1t couldn®"t be entered

ley"re not entering it into the
They"re either not doing It or
A non-U.S. market for it.

don®"t have a figure for you on
its way into U.S.
, IfT 1t was filed, then i1t made
that"s really what I1"m seeing.

{UETER: Somebody should track
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MS. L
filings to compl

MR. H

MS. L
that that"s poss
broker i1nterface
talk about that
process is a litl
with individual §
the broker.

MR. H

people in the qu

224

EROUX: Like the ratio of failed
eted filings?
UETER: Yes, yes.

EROUX: Yes, I am not confident
jble, just because of the way the

works with Customs, but we can
separately. The entry Tiling
[le bit complex, and it has to do
software development on behalf of
BROOKS: I"ve got a few other

crue. So, | want to let them in.

So, let"s go to Raimundo.

MR. |[ESPINOZA: So, you actually
answered the question, 1 think. Because 1 was
asking, i1t was [mainly on -- Raimundo Espinoza,

Conservacion Cof
multiple ports.
countries that |
Ecuador and Peru

For example, thc

COUR

(202) 234-4433

Ciencia. The question was on

For example, | saw some of the

ere visited on the round trip.

showed actually multiple visits.

pse are places that you see 1iIn
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Ecuador shark fiins,

Ecuador, being ti
being passed off
to Panama, and tf

So, 0
to see was how
collected beyon
offloading, 1If t
could be or iIs a
being collected?

MS. |l
data for this prg
landing, the FAQ
maybe some addit

like you said, |

standard Customs
MR. E
MS. L

for which entrig

harvest was not

can"t see from ey

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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the sharks being landed 1in
rafficked to Peru, and then, that
as the country of origin, sent
ien, eventually reaching the U.S.
nhe of those things that I wanted
that actually, from the data
the harvest event or the first
nat multiple locations of transit
ready being collected, that data
LEROUX: The electronic Tiling
pgram has the country of original
area that i1t was fished in, and
ional detail on area.

And then,

fhe country of origin, which 1is

filing.
SPINOZA: Yes.
EROUX: So, we can go In and see

14

s, Tor example, the country of

the country of origin. What 1

1try filing data is every country
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that would have
That"s informati
MR.
certain species
would make 1t fr

Panama, in the
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been part of that supply chain.
pn we could get in an audit.
ESPINOZA:

Okay . Because a

you know, some species that
om Ecuador or Peru and, then, to

aggregate of collecting some

things that coulld pass through that maybe were

not allowed to bg
then, from Peru

iIs, when those ad

able to be audi
plus.
But t
MR. B
Grantf:
MR. (

thanks, Celeste,

This
gather lots of (
U.S. But my

examination of tf

COUR

(202) 234-4433

2 sent from Ecuador to Peru, but,
to Panama it could be. So, it
ded links to that chain are being
think

ted, |1 iIt"s a really big

hank you very much.

ROOKS: Thanks.
N
SALLAND : Thank, Bennett. And

for the presentation.
clearly i1s an amazing effort to
Jata about what is entering the

question 1is, when does the

ne legality of that actually come
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into play here?
here, the only
anything to do

they have authorn

MS. L

MR.
under this prog
vessel that"s al
legal?

MS.

in auditing of v
It includes ver
but 1t could a
vessel was lega
time.

we d
exactly how we

within the purv

at. It"s not
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Because 1T we look at this list
thing on this list that has
with legality i1s whether or not
ization to fish by someone.
EROUX: Yes.
GALLAND: So, does that mean,
ram, any product caught by any
jthorized to fish by somebody is
EROUX: So, there is a process
erifying the legality of harvest.
jfying that the permit was real,
Jso include verifying that that
ly fishing in that area at that
on"t have public Information on
do that. So, that iIs something
few of the program that we look

exactly the same procedure for

every single supply chain, but verifying legality

of harvest for &g

COoy
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|| Farm or wild capture is part of
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what we do, ant

permit and seein

MR. B

MR. @

MR. B
Grant.

MR. @

Just

there®s those t
and unreported.
IUU, there are

examine. And B

respect to sust

Iimagine somewhepe there

rules that all
list to make
requirements of
to be legal or n

And 1 trust tha

don®"t think that"s been reported yet.

just a few wor

COoy

(202) 234-4433

)

H
-
~

D

(

1

(
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iIt"s not just looking at the

| iT 1t looks like 1t makes sense.

ROOKS: Jeff, please.

ALLAND: Can I follow up?

ROOKS: Oh, yes, please go ahead,
ALLAND: Thanks, Bennett.

to follow up, in 1UU Tfishing

o "U"s™ as well of unregulated

So, | think between the three,
probably 1lots of things to

b touched on a few things with

ainable shark Tfishing. But 1

iIs just some list of
of this catch has to flow that
sure that it meets all the

all those before i1t"s considered

ot 1UU, and therefore, imported.
I happens somewhere, but | just
And so,

s on that might be useful to
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everybody.

MS. L
consideration.
some kind of pu
the
might be somethi
context of that
really have mon
exactly what oun
already released
think internally
our methods that
as well as broagd

I wil

implementatjion of the program.
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EROUX: So, 1711 take that under
We"ve been thinking about doing
blic-facing document describing
And that
ng that we could bring up in the
kind of public report. 1 don"t

e detail for you right now on
auditing methods are that we"ve
to the public. So, we should

about what we could say about
would be of value to the importer
er audience.

I say, if you are interested iIn

the way we revieW records and the type of records

that we require
website and reag
because that

information abou

we review it.

MR. G

COUR

(202) 234-4433

., 1 would suggest going to our
ing through the Guide to Audits,

includes quite a bit more

t what we"re looking for and how

ALLAND: Thanks.
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MR. B
MR. G
no gear types th
being imported i
MS. L
of gear type opft
ban on a certaiy

list of gears.
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ROOKS: Jeff?

DEN:- Can 1 assume that there are
at would preclude a species from
nto the country?

EROUX: Yes, there is a dropdown

Fions, but there isn"t a global

1 gear type that is in that FAO

MR. OPEN: Well, you know, it kind of
stands to reason. I mean, here we
are -- yesterday on the way up | was talking to
a Tish buyer friend who, you know, we were
concerned. I1*ve been mai fishing in the last
month. And, ydu know, we®"re finding ourselves

stuck with 16 ofj
In our own couni
gear. And we"rg

So, §
note 1 would liK

fighting an uphi

MS. L

COUR

(202) 234-4433

the circle hooks when even boats
try are allowed to fish smaller
getting creamed by them.
anyway, It"s jJust something of
e to add, that we"re definitely
Il battle In our industry.

EROUX: Thanks.
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MR. H
MR. H
coming and doing

We u
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BROOKS:  Rusty?

{UDSON: Thank you, Celeste, for
this.

sed to talk to Chris Rogers a

little bit about| all of this --

MS. L

MR .
whenever they fTi
know, the people
didn®"t collect 3
And, of course,

But i
I*m whatever
wherever.
just "“shark'. (
"shark parts'.
let"s say it"s

shark Ffins. D

EROUX: Yes.

HUDSON : -- back iIn time. And

rst did the shark fin permit, you
that had to get in on that, they
Iny data, and that was a problem.
It wasn"t a priority, | guess.

n the chain of custody, let"s say
whatever from

guy  importing

And jn the labeling it says 'shark,™

Jr 1t could say 'dress shark™ or
But, then, when you get iInto iIt,
just dried shark fins or frozen

pesn"t that get a little fuzzy

right there becaiyse, if it isn"t inspected and it

goes into the T

that create a s

COoy

(202) 234-4433

ood chain that we have, doesn"t

tenario where that will probably
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yable and may be out there for

ears before you catch onto this?

Is there a way tp keep that from happening, is I

guess the first
MS. L
getting at iIs sdg
on SIMP data and
combination of
illegal
commerce.
thinking about.
As
specifically, m3
little bit more
tariff codes 4
covered under t
things that are

products and the

So,
of those tariff
a species. But

COoy

(202) 234-4433

and should not be coming

That

gquestion.

[EROUX: So, I think what you"re
rt of preemptive targeting based
saying, If you"re entering this

information, your product 1is
into U.S.
is definitely something we"re
for sharks

your question,

aybe it would help to just be a
clear. So, there are certain
ssociated with shark that are
his program. They“"re generally
not considered highly processed
y"re seafood.

F they enter a product under one
codes, then they do need to enter
pecause all sharks are included,
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they could incly
code, i1f there 3
this. 1 don"t ¥
super-generic sh
And t
harvest of that
iIT the species

need to know the

place of landing

Lt

data we can looK
process.

But ¢
that 1 get thesg
has already fTilg
midway through
process. Becaus
iIs they get the
yes.

MR. H

all sharks are ¢

MS. L
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name
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de a pretty generic three-alpha
re some. 1 recently looked into
ecall whether or not there were
ark three-alpha codes.

ne Information, though, about the
broduct is still required. Even
is generic, we would still
vessel, the date of landing, the
. So, those are all pieces of

at as part of the entry filing

ne way that it works presently is

entry filings once the product
d. So, | don"t see the sort of
trying to enter their Tfiling
e the way i1t works with Customs
entry once i1t"s fTiled properly,
JDSON: And I guess on, you said,
pnsidered food?

FROUX: No, we include the tariff
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codes that are ¢
MR. H

least the Green

eating that.

(Laug

MS. L

MR.

question? You"n
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pnsidered food.

UDSON: Okay. Because I know at

land shark you don"t want to be

jhter.)
EROUX: Okay.

BROOKS: Katie, vyou had a

e good?

And then, Celeste, you had a question

you wanted to pt
do have a couplg

MS.

good
information, no
type of data we
to you iIn your
know. You don"1

you can certainl

suggestions already.

|t back out to the group, and we
of minutes left, it --

HIEROUX : Yes. So, | heard some

But 1f there"s
N that you have an idea of the
collect, that would be of value
management discussions, let me
I have to tell me right now, but

y reach out, reach through Peter.

And 1°m iInterested in your feedback on that.

MR.

about this In te

COoy
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BROOKS : And are you thinking

rms of periodic reports that your
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office could be
little bit more
MS.

reporting requi
Monitoring Progn
what would be a
learning in the

particular propq

It kind of depe

folks are

interes

q
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bresenting to HMS or something a
ad hoc? What"s your --

[EROUX: So, we don"t have any

rement for the Seafood Import

am in law. We"re thinking about

good way to express what we"re

program. So, I don"t have a

sal on how we would report it.

nds on the type of information

sted 1n and 1f this 1s more of an

internal government sharing or an external-facing

announcing.
MR. B
Anyor
this point? O

consider that.

information woul

work that you"re
you go forward?
MS.

this has to be &g

COoy

(202) 234-4433

|
o

1

=

ROOKS: Thanks.

e have any thoughts on that at
)viously, you can take time to

But the "ask™ 1s, what

d be helpful to the AP in the

doing on an ongoing basis or as

EROUX: OF course, noting that

ggregated.
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MR.

3

may or may hot &

MS. L
MR. B
MR. $

D]

had a look at the
do 1 recall your
codes,
or less a thou

marine life?

MS.

lists of the fu

anything that co

H

one of our c

14

firearms"™ -- has
with i1t. There
have something t
those are subjedq
clearly or some
bring 1i1n produg

looking at that?

COUR

(202) 234-4433

236

ROOKS: Yes. Understood. And
e possible.

EROUX: Yes, right.

ROOKS: David?

CHALIT: A question: 1 haven™t

Harmonized TariffF Schedule, but

having said that there are 150

approximately, that could relate to more

sand species or subspecies of
EROUX: So, there are big, big
|1 list of tariff codes because
nes into U.S. commerce -- 1 think
workers says, "“from fish to
to have a tariff code associated
are about 800 tariff codes that
0 do with seafood. About 150 of
t to this program, because they
what clearly would be used to
st of the species that we®re

s not highly processed. We have
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So,
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species that are covered by the

T you, for example, are using a

generic tariff gpde -- or sorry -- you are using

one of SIMP tariyff codes, and you"re bringing iIn

a product thag is

program -- so,

not covered under the

let"s say, for example, youT"re

bringing in a fjpsh stick that®"s made completely

of pollock. What)|they need to do, then, is enter,

obviously, the

required by Customs.

requirement iIs just the three-alpha code.

they"ve entered

tariff code Dbecause that"s

And then, the SIMP data
Once

that species code and we see that

It"s not a speciges subject to this program, they

don"t have to e
filing data.

MR.
that,
own database,

collecting gear

important. So,

nter all the rest of that entry

SCHALIT: So, to follow up on

if we wanted to ask you to query on your

you mentioned that you are

type data. That"s extremely

For example, we could ask you to
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give us informat

of origin, and L¢g
the --

MS.

p—

codes are associ

MR. B
time, this groug
think of some
interesting for
but maybe can®t

Pete)
of a post-meetin
and just get a T
woulld be helpfi

whatever time §

clearly a topic
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jon based upon gear type, country
itin/scientific name, or whatever
EROUX: Yes, these three-letter
ated with scientific names, yes.
ROOKS: So, 1 suspect that, given
around the table could probably
information that would be
them to hear from the program,
come up with right now.
one thought I have is maybe sort
g step iIs to canvass AP members
el for what kind of information
I to bring to this panel on
It's

set makes sense, because

Of Interest around the table.

Any |Final questions, comments, or
anything you want to say?

Yes, |please.

MR. RDOTES-MURDY: Thanks.

So, see that the listed species if

COUR
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a mix of both fed

species. I"m cy
one
that are of r
entities.

MS.

program was limi

identify species to be added to this

H

1

!
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erally-managed and state-managed
rious to get a sense on how does
list
levance to certain management
LEROUX:

So, the scope of the

fed to species that we considered

to be at risk of IUU fishing and seafood fraud.

I mentioned bet
within a certai
Smithsonian to
are considered
species, it was
of identifying 9
risk.

The 3
program IS goin(
So, that"s a
process. But we

not pursuing ths

MR.

COoy

(202) 234-4433

.

!

)

|

=

ore that, If i1t"s all species

) group, we"ve gone through the

dentify which of these species

food. IT 1t°s an individual

part of this initial 2015 process

becies that were particularly at

ddition of any new species to the
to require rulemaking by NOAA.

relatively-long, very public

can do 1t. It"s just that we"re

t at the moment.

ROOTES-MURDY : So, jJust one

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

follow-up. How

understand, it 1
under NOAA"s p
added?

MS. |
consider NOAA"s
1tself. We*
information on
regardless of wh

the i1nternal fad

isn“t part of th

MR. H
MR .
brain, 1 just w:

IS brought into
be species-spec
group as TfTar a
blacktip -- is
common name?

MS.
well, f

sharks,

COoy
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vould that -- I"m just trying to
t was a species that doesn®t fall
Jrview, how does one get that
[EROUX: So, the program doesn"t
purview so much as the species
Ire looking for traceability
imports of a certain species,
0 It was harvested by. So, yes,
tor of NOAA Fisheries management

e consideration here, yes.

BROOKS:  Rusty?
HUDSON : I guess for my little
gnted to know, 1t"s a shark that

this country. Does that have to

iIfic to be part of that shark

s SIMP 1s concerned? IT 1t"s

It a scientific name or i1s 1t a

_EROUX: So, the species for

or everything, there"s a three-
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letter code that

name of a specieg
groups, as Robern

any of those th

under one of
looking for, th
message set.

MR.
point it would
a return visi
definitely inte
understanding t
some of the ag
IUU piece and h
all -- you kno
figure out when

MS. L
interest. Yes.
MR. B

around the table

MS. L
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FAO assigns to every scientific
s and some higher-order species
t was mentioning before. So, If
at apply to shark are imported
hese tariff codes that we"re
2n that triggers the fTull SIMP
ROOKS: So, 1 do think at some
e worth having you come back for
- I think there would be

est. I*"m hearing a lot. Just

le auditing method, Hlooking at
regated data, understanding the
w that all plays out, those are
leave

, we-"d it to you all to

to come back.

[EROUX: Yes. Thanks for your
ROOKS: There®s a lot of interest
, clearly.

EROUX: Okay. Great.
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MR.
Thanks so much.
At tf
break, and we wi
Thank
(Wher
went off the reg
3:48 p.m.)
MR. B
the last two tog
For t
to hand the prog
Mary Cogliano wi
to talk to us ab
Conference of tf
over to you, and
so, 20 minutes
opportunity for
All y
MS. G

about CITES. Sg
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BROOKS: All right. Great.

1is point, we"ll get you to a
Il reconvene at quarter of.

S very much.

eupon, the above-entitled matter
ord at 3:25 p.m. and resumed at
ROOKS: Okay, let"s get going on
ics for this afternoon.

ne next 40 minutes or so, we want
Jram over to Rosemarie Gnam and
th the Fish and Wildlife Service
ut the CITES 18th meeting of the
e Parties. So, I will hand it
we" 1l have about 15 minutes or
of presentation, and then, an
guestions and discussion.

pUrs.
NAM:  Hi. Okay, 1™m here to talk
ome of you may be familiar with
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CITES; some may

basics. But (
International Trj

Fauna and Flora|

Essentially,

countries, which

EU, which is tif

1D}

unit. So, we r¢g
and they"re the
CITES. The U.S|

The |
framework with ¢
regulating inter
in CITES. Therg
111 go over

regulation is p

currently threatened with

basically, how i
a permitting sy
sustainable iInte

The g
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not. So, 171l start at the

ITES is the Convention on the

nde In Endangered Species of Wild

there"s 182 member
is most of the world, and the
lere as an economic Integrated

fer to them as the 183 parties,
ones who make the decisions at
iIs one member country.
Convention establishes a legal
pmmon agreed-upon mechanisms for
national trade and species listed
"s like a three-tier system that
briefly. But the strictest
laced on the species that are
extinction. And
t regulates the trade i1s through
stem which requires legal and
rnational trade.
urpose of CITES is to ensure that
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international tr

legal and
photographs of
currently liste
sturgeon, manateg
regulates the
introduction fr

animals and |

derivatives. |1
regulate parts
the entire anim
species listed
And 38
iIs regulated ba

certificates.

certificate look

permits and ce
certain conditigd
those. And they
In trade i1s eith

So,

COoy
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sSust

(

§

)

N

y

§

=

] in CITES,
2S .
export,

om the sea of

rtificates are only
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ade in wild fauna and flora is

ainable, and these are some

some of the species that are

stony corals, all

As | said, basically, CITES

re-export, 1import, and

live and dead

lants and their parts and

"s Important to note that it does
nd derivatives, so It"s not just
1. But it regulates 1t only for

n CITES.

s | said, the international trade

sed on a system of permits and

That"s basically what a CITES

s like on the right. And those
issued 1iIf
ns are met, and we"ll talk about
are presented when the specimen
2r leaving or entering a country.
iow do you get species on the
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three appendicg
addition of a sp
Il of CITES 1
conference by cg
for marine spec
majority vote of
a higher bar Tt
essentially two-

There
which 1711 discy
can add unilater
and we"ll go thy
doing that.

So, t

up this three-tjler system.

are those specieq
with extinctiony
focus from CITES
sea turtles. THQ
There®s about 40

of which about a
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s of CITES? Essentially,
ecies to Appendix | or Appendix
s elther adopted at a CITES
nsensus or, the case most likely
ies, it has been a two-thirds
the parties present. So,
han a simple majority.
thirds or consensus.
iIs also known as Appendix 111,
Ss In a minute. But a country
ally a species to Appendix 111,
ough why they would think about
his 1Is how CITES works. It sets
Appendix 1, again,
5 that are threatened immediately
and they seem to get all the
. Those are the tigers, all the
ere"s about a thousand species.
000 species covered under CITES,
thousand are only in Appendix 1.
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But, essentially
IS no commercial
and i1t requireg
export permit.
by the country
export permit ig
the specimen.

But W

with marine spe

there about 30, 0(

plants and aninals. So,

orchids and all
brings those nun

Those
parties have deg
overexploitation
extinction. The
trade in those
never meet the ¢

I. That"s the ¢

And
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, 1T you"re in Appendix I, there
trade allowed in those species,

both an import permit and an

So, the import permit is issued

importing the specimen, and the

issued by the country exporting

hat we want to talk about mostly

cies is Appendix 11, of which

)0 species listed. That includes

you have like all

cacti listed i1n CITES, which

pers up quite high.

are the species where the

ided that they“"re vulnerable to
, but not yet at a risk of

idea being, 1If you regulate the

Appendix 11 species, they will

riteria for transfer to Appendix
pjective.

so, under Appendix 11, both

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

commercial and 1
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on-commercial trade i1s allowed,

certificates are required for

export, but not
In A
species there.
talk about both
whether they"ve
Appendix 111 1is
the unilateral
they"re looking
the cooperation
species oOccurs.
that specimen wa
For ¢

of i1ts fresh

mapped turtles

1J

regulate the trg

most of the marine species,

marine species ¢
are three speciey

So,

COUR
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or import.
pendix 111 there®s about 300
nd basically, in Appendix 11 you
he legal origin of specimens and
harvested.

been sustainably

an appendix that gives a country

right to list a species because

at legal origin, and they want
of the other parties where that
So, that you would know that
s legally acquired.
xample, the U.S. has listed some
ater turtles 1iIn Appendix
to support state efforts to
ide in those species. But, for
the only really
urrently listed in Appendix 111
5 of red coral that China listed.
allowed?

what*"s Again, to
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repeat, to sort
be familiar with
we"re all talkin
to questions.
commercial intej
Appendix 11, caj
allowed as long
specimens are I¢
basically, comme
from the country
from the other |
Origin.

So, 1

in the Management Authority and |

Scientific Authd
In the actual |
findings that palj
a permit can be

called the legal

248

of give you -- some of you might
this, but 1 just want to be sure
g the same language when we get
50, Appendix | s generally the

rnational trade 1is prohibited.

nmercial iInternational trade is
as 1t"s not detrimental and the

pgally acquired. Appendix 111,
rcial trade i1s certainly allowed
who put it in Appendix 11l and

countries with a Certificate of

ne key findings -- and Mary works
work in the
rity -- under the Treaty itself,
[reaty language, there are two
rties are required to make before

iIssued. And one of those is

acquisition finding, which iIs a

finding done by fthe Management Authority that the

specimen to b#
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acquired; 1.e.,
national laws of

A

—

!
conclusion by th
export of specin
not negatively
species in the w
such as hammerf
listed in CITES
information Tror
Service and the
management plan
finding. So,
independently
because you may
on those speciey
that do.
So, ¢

permitting syste

the import and €
species. So, 1T
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at Fish
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mostly i1n accordance with the

that country.

on-detriment finding is a
e Scientific Authority that the
ens of a particular species will
impact the survival of that
i1ld. And for the marine species
ead sharks that are currently
, we rely very heavily on the

the National Marine Fisheries
states, and fall back on their
in making that non-detriment
it's

not something we do

and Wildlife Service
say we don"t have the expertise

5.  We consult with the people

ITES 1s implemented through this

m. It s a national control of

xport/re-export of CITES listed

you get a CITES permit and you
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have the specimg

somewhere else,
permit. | encou
It"s like having
brought those sf

CITES controls.

It i
illegal interna
species. There

we look at the ¢t
can be penalti
i1llegal trade coj
And 1t allows fg

when that i1s fol

Essentially,

Wildlife we view
fulfill the

Administration 1

to combat wildlyfe trafficking.

to repeat, iIt"s

system, and it
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'n and you want to re-export it
don®"t ever throw out your CITES
rage you to keep those documents.
your own passport. It shows you
pecimens In legally and met all

5 also a measure to stop the

tional trade 1i1n CITES Ilisted

are measures under CITES where
rade in species. And so, there
s for countries engaging 1in
1trary to the CITES requirements.
r the confiscation of specimens
nd to be true.
permits, in Fish and
them as a tool to basically help
Executive Order that this
s currently making even stronger
So, again, just
regulation through a permitting
gives us a way of discerning
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legally-traded wildlife

wildlife. If
basically shows

traded.
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from i1llegally-obtained

you have a CITES permit, that

that that specimen can be legally

The permits allow the U.S. public to

engage i1n activifgies involving protected species,

including intermational

some ways, permi

U.S. businesses

wildlife trade. So, 1iIn
ts definitely facilitate trade by

once you have them. And as I

said, there"s 18B countries that are looking for

that permit. Saq|, that"s most of the world, with

the exception o
countries. And
largest exportel
the largest expq
terrestrial wil
furbearer produ
We produce a lot

And C

enforcement prod

Service and APH

COoy

(202) 234-4433

T Pacific Island territories or

U.S. 1s both one of the world"s

s of wildlife, but also one of

prters of wildlife, particularly

dlife from our states, such as

ots, alligator skins, reptiles.

of wildlife, too, that we export.
ITES basically is done through an
ess where U.S. Fish and Wildlife

IS have the legal authority to
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authority, based
legal action or

But t
a national, but
and there®"s been
INTERPOL, partic|
eels, as an exan
the whole idea |
treaties, does, |
and has teeth, hg
measures that ca
are not found i
are decided upon

or the Standing
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shipments, both coming into the
y the U.S. And they have the

on those inspections, to take
undertake investigations.

ne key to CITES is enforcement at
also at an international level,
much recent work in working with
ularly with the trade in European
ple for marine species. And so,
s that CITES, unlike some other
n fact, have compliance measures
s so-called teeth, and there are
n be taken when people/countries
compliance. But those measures
by the Conference of the Parties

Committee.

So, fhe benefits of CITES, just to

review, there |are some benefits. It does
establish a |[legal framework to regulate
international trade and, hopefully, prevent
overexploitation| It definitely promotes
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consistent manng

same findings.

So, 1

importing and ex

the trade is leg
importantly, it
encourage the
population statl
the effects of]
population. It7
audience, but
specimens; it do
bred specimens
captive-bred an
So, just being ¢
from CITES.

The |
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(
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large part of our time iIs working
ntries to be sure we"re all

e Treaty the same way and

at the trade occurs in a

r, and that we"re all making the

t 1s a responsibility of both the

borting countries to ensure that

yal and sustainable. But, more

does, on a global scale, help

assessment and analysis of

s of species iIn trade and what

that trade are on the wild
5 probably not as germane to this
CITES, 1i1t"s not jJust wild
s regulate the trade in captive-
to ensure that they are truly
I meet the CITES requirements.
aptive-bred does not exempt you

egislation in the U.S., 1t"s one
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So, the State De

at CITES confer

other treaties

not have the 1

Interior who mak
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that, with a lead through the
es Act, for CITES was given to
F Interior to implement this
jh the Endangered Species Act.
pyartment will participate with us
ences, but unlike some of the
pu may be familiar with, they do
ead . It is the Secretary of
es the final decisions.

tSA also gave the Secretary of

a Scientific Auj
now Is carried ¢
Service.

Our
Convention text
Conference of 1
Convention.
50 CFR Parts 10
23 really 1is

language and exg

COoy
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All

1

1

=

lish a Management Authority and
hority, which essentially right
Ut by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
regulations are based on the
and resolutions adopted at the
he Parties that interpret the
of our regulations are found in
13, 17; most importantly, Part
vritten

pretty much i1n plain

lains what the requirements are.
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So, |las 1 said, 1i1n the United
States -- and different countries have different
ways of doing this -- but you have to have a
Management Authority. And so, we have a single

office for CITES$
1S the Branch Chi
Authority. Ar
finding when tH
specimens were |
iIssue the CITES
That
Scientific Autho
IS i1ndependent
Treaty basically

Scientific Autho

single office for CITES science policy.

importantly, we |
to the Managemen
the trade is suU
consult with outy

making that fing

COUR

(202) 234-4433

policy and coordination. Mary
ef of Permits in that Management
d essentially, they make the
ey get applications that the
egally acquired, and then, they
permits and certificates.

office 1is 1independent of the
rity, or the Scientific Authority
of that Authority, because the

/ requires that. And so, the
rity essentially is sort of the
And most
rovide the non-detriment finding
t Authority that basically says
stainable. And as 1 said, we
5ide experts or other agencies iIn
ing.
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live specimens,
receiving them 1
care for live Ap
that"s pretty in
lot of live rhing

States, and they,

time. There's S
So, h
official meeting

every two to th
review how the
implementation i
most 1mportantly
group, Is that {
be added to Appg
are criteria Tg
species to whig
should make thg
robust. And so,

IS occurring iIn

COUR

(202) 234-4433

256

e also, when you®re dealing with
make the finding that whoever is
s suitably equipped to house and
pendix 1 specimens. Right now,
portant because we have quite a
) imports occurring to the United
're Appendix | listed most of the
pme with annotations.
ow does CITES work? There is an
of the CITES Parties usually
iIs to

ree years, and their job

Treaty 1i1s working, deal with

ssues, resolve policy issues, and
, probably of iInterest to this
hey look at what species should
endix 1 and Appendix Il1. There
r determining how you add to
n appendix and how the parties
21r  decision. They"re pretty
they look to be sure that trade
accordance with the Treaty.
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When
of the Parties,
decisions
Committee, which
Parties during
mostly the polig

And t
for both animal
deal with partid
to look at trade

found to be uns

reviews of all

Appendices that (
advise the Parti
they find the t

said,

direg
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we don"t have a CITES Conference
the work is carried out through
ted at the CITES Standing
essentially serves as the CITES
that time, and they deal with
y and implementation issues.

nen, we have technical committees
and plants committees, and they
ular decisions directed at them
in particular species if they"re
ustainable; looking at periodic

the species on the CITES
could be removed, and essentially
es, the Standing Committee, if

rade to be unsustainable, as |

iIT complighce measures are warranted.

So, the next Conference of the Parties

was actually --
now
activities they

Conference. 1 K
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in Sri Lapka,

we would have been there right

but the recent terrorist

e have postponed the CITES

now you want to ask me the date
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determined. Thg
officers to Sri |
to host the meet
possible or loo
decision should
end of June. §
later this part
they" 11 postpone
lot of decisions
But, as 1 said,
Treaty.

Proba
group is the ne
have questions ¢
this CITES Conf
proposals. A
essentially -- §
these proposals

Service website |

have addresses |
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xt slide,
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Fhose questions are still to be
> U.N. 1s sending some security
lanka, because they"re still keen
ing, to see iIf that"s, iIn fact,
King at alternative venues. A
be forthcoming sometime by the
o, It could be postponed until

of the year. I don®"t think
it into 2020 because there®s a
and things that have to be done.
the Parties meet to look at the
bly of most interest to this
which you®ll probably
n. But before us right now at
erence are

four marine species

And the one, No. 42, IS

and you can find copies of all
either on the Fish and Wildlife
br at the CITES website, and 1711

for those later on. The CITES
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But t
and the short Ti
inclusion In Apq
Is brought forwa
by a Party. Th
cosponsor that g
forward the makyq
other countries,

So, 1
head already, |
countries there
the proposals tf
compared to some

But @

between now and
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y easy. It"s www.cites.org.

ne mako sharks, both the long fin
n mako, are being considered for
)endix Il. And when a proposal
rd, 1t has to be brought forward
ere are other Parties that can
roposal. And so, Mexico brought
b shark proposal along with 54

including the EU.

F you“re doing vote tally in your

‘here"s not two-thirds of the
yet, but this is probably one of
at has quite a lot of sponsors
of the terrestrial ones.

ountries change their positions

the CoP. So, i1t"s not a given

that those cosponsors will still be there when we

have the CoP.
Propo
again, another

guess | should s{
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sal 43 1s one for the guitarfish,

nclusion in Appendix 1l1. And 1

1y, For both the mako sharks, the
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iIs, largely the
more so than
international trf
fins, particularn
Iin trade for the
So, 44
again, 1is incly
remember, Appeng
trade. It regul
the trade in thy
need to make 3
detriment findin
for the trade.
And t
listed in CITE
hammerhead, thi
porbeagle, and W
the ones of most

And

might be news to
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then,
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the wedgefish, the trade there
concern is in the trade i1n fins,
meat, although there 1s some
nde In meat, but primarily in the
ly all three TACs are known to be
fin trade.

1 1s for the wedgefish, and that,
So now,

sion In Appendix 1.

ix Il does not ban commercial

ates through a permitting system

pse species. And so, you would

legal acquisition and a non-

g to be able to issue a permit

here are other sharks currently

~

S Appendix 11, great whites,

ree  species of hammerheads,

hale sharks, but those would be

interest to you.

the other proposal, which

people in this room, or it may
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professional op
include three s
the Indo-Pacifig
cosponsor this g
Kenya, Senegal,
that we"ve seer
Pacific an o\
cucumbers. So,

in regulating th

So, t

has the contact
Authority, the S
web page, wher
proposals if you

1 di
presentation.
answer questiong

MR.

perfect.

Let"s
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q

q
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r the most controversial, in my

inion of the four. It"s to
)ecies of sea cucumber found in
in Appendix Il, and the U.S. did
roposal with the European Union,
and the Seychelles, but largely

in some islands 1n the Indo-

erexploitation of these sea
ve think CITES can be of benefit
e trade in these species.

hat"s 1t for the PowerPoint. It

information for the Management

cientific Authority, and also our
> you can Tfind those species
click on CITES CoP 18.

dn"t want to give a lengthy
I really wanted to be able to
. So, that"s It.

BROOKS: Great. That was
see who wants to get in. Rusty?
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And
Parties -- you
MS.
MR.
When
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Appendix 11 lis
Mexico, I™m
constrained to
worldwide popul@
difference? Tha
MS. G
about a split 11
on sharks. But
all stocks of ea

right now, thg
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proposal, evalua
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UDSON: Thank you very much for

. As fate would have 1t, 1 was

in Sri Lanka as an invited

I*m here.
hat being said, when you have 55
ced to kill your mic.

NAM: Oh, sorry.

UDSON: Yes, thank you.

you have 55 Parties that have

s shortfin and longfin mako

ing, | assume, even though it"s

ssuming that it"s not just

he Atlantic populations, but the

tions? And i1s there a genetic

t"s my first question.

NAM:  All right. |1 can explain

sting. 1°m not a genetic expert

the proposal does, iIn fact, do

ch of the mako sharks. That is,

U.S. 1s undecided on this

Ling it, because we looked at the
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Mediterraneans &
questions about
criteria for inc|
still evaluating
55 countries the
of this proposal

There

listing where P4

those 55 countrif

the proposal forward could amend it;

could conceivabl)
populations and
criteria. Ther
evaluation of thg

insights there.

But
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stock assessment and the

nd we feel that there are some

whether 1t meets the CITES
usion In Appendix Il. So, we"re
it and undecided. Unlike the

re, the U.S. Is not a cosponsor

Is such a thing as a split
rties could -- I mean, any one of
s, only the countries that bring
that they
y amend 1t to include not all the
which ones they think met the
e"s been an FAO expert panel
> proposal .

That might give some

split listings, as you can

imagine, are incjredibly difficult to enforce. We

have some in CITH

they"re basicall

tS, but, as a matter of practice,

y Ffrowned upon, particularly by

Customs and enfogcement officials because, unless
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the beginning, T
when you get int(
to enforce a spl
specimen in trag

that 1s listed a

So,
55 countries, mg
but 1°ve not seey
as a matter of
they"1l start
populations of n

MR. H
up, having been g
decades, the shg
of significant vV
an adult. It"S
primary fins, th
extremely minima
a couple of dol
worft

fins are
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a strong chain of custody from
rom origin to the end, especially
) products, it"s really difficult
it listing and ensure that that
e Is the one from the population
nd not the others.

t"s not to say the Parties, the
iy think about a split listing,
1 them happen with marine species
practicality. So, 1

suspect

first talking about all the

ako sharks.

UDSON: Thank you. As a follow-

A shark fin purchaser for several

refin mako, the lower caudal is

alue, what we call a Grade A iIn

a top value. The other three

e dorsal, the two pectorals, are
I value, more like a chip value,

lars. And then, the secondary

rhless off of that animal
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particularly.
Backi
you had all had
we had six genet
you wanted to
scalloped hamme
hammerhead stock

of the United St

that"s a differ
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ng up to a previous effort that
,, and you brought up hammerhead,
Ic distinct stocks worldwide that
do the data collection on the
Irhead . Two of those scalloped

s, one including the East Coast

ates from Maine to Texas, and the

Caribbean -- 1*m| not going to say the Caribbean;
ent stock -- we did not have a
It stock. But, yet, we are doing

problem with ths

linkage and we"r

e doing reporting of that.

Now the reporting, was that a mandate

from you all or
United States tr
trying to provig
MS.
colleagues.
The n
requires. And
report

every

COoy
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Is that a mandate just for the
ying to sort of follow through on
e all the data that they can?

GNAM - I may turn to my NIMS

cporting that we do i1s what CITES
so, CITES requires an annual

year done by the Management
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exports. So, t
what we have act
so, that data, wh
States, is based
States 1In export
on harvest. It7

So, |
requirements tha

We use that inf]

266

the U.S. report -- we only report
hat"s based on the permits and
ually seen leave the ports. And
en you look at i1t from the United
on what actually left the United
s of hammerhead. 1t"s not based
5 not based on domestic sales.
know there are some reporting
t you have to meet under NIMS.
It comes to

ormation, but when

what®"s i1n trade [from CITES, we fall back on what

the permits are,
sometimes CITES
for permits, and
and they don"t (

So, [
other countries,

but what actual

1D}

has to be declareg
States or leaves

data i1s pretty

COUR
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robust

not even what we issued because
permits are not -- people apply
then, they find a domestic buyer
se the permit.
pur annual report, unlike some
IS not based on permits issued,
y 1s declared to us, because it
d to us when 1t enters the United
And so, we have actual -- that

in terms of this iIs what
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MR.
comments?

Yes,

MR. W

1"m f
know the ins an

opportunity to |

One @
thought CITES,
specific was, [
trade, was the w(
you regulated
monitored the
understand the d
follow-up.

MS.
the time to edu(
acronyms and thi

CITES

I mean that for
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out, and we know the quantities.

BROOKS: Other questions or
Rick?
EBER: Rick Weber.

amiliar with CITES, but 1 don"t
d outs. I"m going to take the

earn just a little bit.

F your last comments was that you

with the sea cucumbers, your

CITES could help regulate the

ord you used. And I didn"t think

the trade; rather, that you

trade. And I*m trying to

ifference. And then I°ve got a

Okay . And 1 appreciate

cate because we get used to our
ngs like this.

regulates the trade. And when

the sea cucumbers, one of the
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cosponsored this Is we are a
I three species, but one of the
the annual that

ally, report,

de data. But by regulate, when
al acquisition finding and that
nding, we, in fact, could say no,
example, if there®s a management
bme of the terrestrial species,
A management plan and they set a

r turtles. IT we find that the

state says to us|that quota was exceeded and those

specimens were &g
maxed out, then
finding for som
enough 1nformat
finding.

You
society, so we
""Here"s a p€

written/verbal T

go to the Manag€

COUR

(202) 234-4433

cquired after the quota had been
ve make a negative non-detriment

e species. There may not be

ion to make a non-detriment

xnow, we live in a litigious

ave to be sure. It"s not just,

rmit." We actually have

indings that accompany when they

ment Authority. So, i1f someone
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We hp
because countries
non-detriment T
species, we haveg
transparency, |

findings that wqd

L)

hammerheads. As
does not stop th

So, Y
that it

ensure

fall back on NOAA

sets a quota,
we -- our non
positive; it"s ¢

"X amount of pg
Isn“t just monit
MR. V)

And

N
i

D

17}

international I¢

are ICCAT specisg
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m, we can.
ave put on the CITES website,
5 are struggling with how to make
ndings for some of the shark
put -- the U.S., as a matter of
as posted 1its non-detriment
2"ve made for porbeagle sharks,
I said, i1t"s Appendix Il1. It
e commercial trade.
e are regulating the trade to
IS sustainable. As | said, we
\"s management plan. So, 1T NOAA

then, basically, that"s how

~detriment finding we say IS
pod, you know, for a quota up to

unds. So, it is regulation. It

pring the trade.

EBER: Thank you.

o much of what we do i1s at the

vel. So many of these species

s, and 1"m involved with the I1AC
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m looking at how we can help

reements.

as well. So, |l
empower those ag
So, &

said mako might
me reading all |
that -- what cod
MS.
resolution that|]
The reason 1t°s |i
CITES Parties
scientific crits
thresholds and t
to be met verbg
to -- you know,
thresholds.
And s
there"s a footng

species needs

percentage. Noy

gain, trying to understand, you
not meet the criteria. Without
fhe criteria, educate me on how
Id 1t possibly not meet?

GNAM: Okay . There"s a
s called Resolution CoP 9.24.
mportant is it sets out what the
terms of

have agreed to 1in

ria. That"s not to say that the
he advice 1In those criteria have

atim, but you have to be able

It sort of gives you guidance and

o, for marine species, actually,
te, and there, essentially, the
o be declining to a certain

, Tor some species, we may not

have that i1nformg

can get into int
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ation, and that"s where 1 say you

erpretation.

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

But
because of a Men
CITES and the FA
an FAO Expert Pa
was what the Exp
they reviewed th
looked at 1t. A
many stocks. FoQ
assessments such
the good work
Mediterranean.
convinced -- the¢
that 1t met the

So, |t
that"s probably
on makos, unlike
weren®t those rg
but based on the
of the species |
about the trade,

advisable becaus

COUR

(202) 234-4433

271

all marine species proposals,
prandum of Understanding between
D, are reviewed by what®s called
nel. And so, what | was saying
ert Panel has basically -- when
e mako shark proposal, and they
s has been brought out, there®s
r some of the stocks, they have
as the North Atlantic, based on
or the

that ICCAT has done,

And In those cases, they weren®t

data wasn"t sort of conclusive
criteria.
fhat"s one of the issues, and

where the debate i1s going to be
wedge and guitarfish where there
bust stock assessments, either,
quantity -- they had a good i1dea
ife history and experts® opinion
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2 there i1s no other mechanism to
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le; there is no other RFMO that"s
th guitarfish or wedgefish, that
nt CITES protection.

o, | would urge you to look at
it will review;

Panels because

better than 1 can. But 1t"s,
iIt"s
d 1t will have the detail there.

ight together a panel of shark

y review those proposals. And
t -- that"s not to say the CITES
that

ind by that FAO review,

t"s i1nformation and 1t"s more

"s In the proposal.
robably between now and when we
- countries can no longer submit

pu can submit like supplementary

n information document. And so,
probably see some information
'e may already be one. There"s

50, I*"m up-to-date every day on
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any technical jy
with this listir
as ICCAT implen
world was suppos
nations or parti

years ago, and tf

that has followg

COUR

(202) 234-4433

273

document, but, to my knowledge,
sue that you raise with mako.
erpretation. So, ICCAT measures
orth Atlantic, but maybe not for
iIn.  And that®"s where CITES, 1if

istic, will have to decide what

EBER: Good answer.

BROOKS : Rick, something else?
IERDINOCK: Yes, thank you.

to expand upon that, i1f 1 hear

at this point the U.S. doesn"t have

stification to go down this road
g. | would have to assume that,
ented measures that the whole
ed to -- well, the contributing
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le United States was the only one
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only one that has achieved the

jsures here i1n our U.S. waters,
the world has not.

t"s interesting that the EU and
nations that are proposing this
the same ones not implementing
the international level at ICCAT
lement the conservation measures.
am 1 interpreting that properly,
has

ith conservation measures and the

rest of the
participate 1n
parties, that a
this citing wou
MS.
official positi
only ended Apn
paraphrasing wha
some of our Ini]
NIMS.

We"re s
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orld has not, or those that

ICCAT and those contracted

this point we do not feel that
d be necessary?
GNAM: We haven®t taken an

0N . The public comment period

.

i1l 23rd. I"m jJust sort of

At the FAO panel has said, what

ial -- we"re still talking with

till working on this. So, we
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Position will b
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see what"s being proposed.

275

evaluated the proposal.
ot"s say that"s what FAO has come

we do take their advice

n, and
Il agree with you that the U.S.
national responsibilities under

wvention seriously, just the same

said, we"ll look at the species
You
said, has no stock
no management measures in place
Pacific Ocean, to my knowledge.
the other range countries say.
> decided by Fish and Wildlife
ship in consultation with NIMS®s
m just sort of the technical
when look at these

you, we

some of the things are that we

ICCAT seems to have taken

p, and the U.S. is complying with
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we left this week for Sri
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ingly enough, Mexico i1s also a
and they felt that this proposal
So, we"ll need to hear what
y as to why they think this could
ion. It will be an interesting
really at this point --
BROOKS: A quick Tfollow-up
"s question. To ask it slightly
what extent, when the U.S. 1is
stance i1t wants to take in CITES,
0 account how other nations are
ething like ICCAT provisions?
NAM: It certainly will take that
nd one thing I forgot to say Iis
Lanka, we
in The Federal Register just
ay we arrive at the CoP what the
» negotiating position 1is. on
sometimes i1t is undecided,
se we are wanting to hear the
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proposals and dgwn-listing elephants to Appendix

Il and, basical

ly, wanting to hear what the

African range states really have to say.

Mako

because the U.S|

manage this Tish

we will hear the

IS a sort of different situation
IS a range state and we do well
ery, as you well know. And so,

arguments, why people think that

there are benefits to doing this, and we*l1l weigh

It against what [the scientific data tells us, and

come up with wha

MR. B

Grant/-

MR. G
And t
1"m G
Pew Charitable

transparent, we

t the position will be.

ROOKS: Great. Thanks.

e

ALLAND: Thanks, Bennett.

hank you for the presentation.

rant Galland, and 1 come from the

Trust. And Just to be

support the two ray proposals,

wedgefishes and [guitarfishes, as well as the mako

proposal. And
comments, writtg
period.

as you know, we have submitted

en comments, during the open
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did just want to mention that
D say again that CITES regulates
So, you know, iIt"s not 1iIn
ICCAT and the other RFMOs. It"s
e those bodies.
hen, | also think there might be
d the world that a listing on
ISt a stepping-stone to a listing

And actually, something you
r comments 1 thought was really
hat was that the whole point of
rndix 11 iIs to avoid a listing on

I*m wondering 1f you can maybe
se fears for us.

then, 1 just did want to
> support these proposals because

2nsuring that trade does not lead

to the endangermg

fisheries specig

everyone involvg

Thank
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2Nt or extinction of an important
s seems to be good for really
o

you.
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NAM: Yes. Okay. Thank you.

still analyzing all those public
And the U.S. has always basically
on that listing of species under
And so,

)lementary to our RFMOs.

jt"s "either/or". We, 1n Tfact,

have prepared, a@nd it iIs on our website, a fact

sheet that disd
RFMO and their |
part of our deg
look at that.

In te
said, there are
a species to bas
And they"re ver
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requires much g
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rms of going to Appendix 1, as |
criteria that need to be met for
sically qualify for Appendix |I.

mean, If you think an

y - 1

roposal is controversial and

iscussion, I"m working on some

cies right now that are being

listing up to Appendix 1,

Appendix Il. And clearly, there

)roblems. Particularly, illegal
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trolled or the population, since

ed 1n CITES, despite all the
1tinued to decline and now would
ical criteria for 1inclusion in
certainly has not happened with
rk species that are currently

Appendix Il1. We"ve spent, the

Parties have spent a great deal of amount of time

building capacity.

with NIMS, in a
that had to do
permits for shar
that the Parties
now -- you know
about Appendix |
talking about Ag

And

At

the -- you can
proposal, as we

only certain poj
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I know 1 participated, along
regional workshop in West Africa

with how to make findings for

ks from West Africa. So, | think
§ —-— there is no fear that right
| In i1tself, it"s enough to talk

I for marine species. We"re not

pendix | here.

you could amend the proposal at
always lessen the scope of a
said, make the proposal deal with

julations. The proponents could
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U can never broaden the scope of

CITES CoP. So, if you go on the

bpendix 11 proposal, you cannot

Appendix 1. That would take

nce of the Parties, because

ike some Conventions, some
) be out there for 150 days before
of the Parties for people to
niem and consult with experts, and
they hope i1s a decision that®s
science and not just a proposal
day before they meet.
ROOKS: Thanks.

got one last question I want to

S7?
ANKE: On the presentation, this
question directly because the
pt dealing with. But the sea
eally interested because in the
-— we are already In experiment
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-— many experiences with areas
y, Fished by a single person, and
labs showing the
pearing and it"s still under that
Areas.

> have those areas close to Japan
)een using a very similar species
And 1t"s not the iInterest
include this similar
it already are experiencing the
essure that 1s of this trend of
they"re looking for options,
S. Caribbean, for example.

5NAM :

Interesting. IT you"ll

non-shark question? Sea

that"s why we"re supporting that

cucumbers have been, based on

much discussion in CITES. And

You“"re

that sea cucumbers, because of

2, their life history, are
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able to overexploitation. And
] for sea cucumbers has iIncreased
enacted

Florida recently

only allows you to catch 500 a

We allso have very little population

data on sea cucumbers. So,

at those for
interested 1iIn
better data beca
need -- you knoy
CoP, but we work
we felt we had 3
scientific scrut

And s
talk to you aboy
we are certainly
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trying to do workshops to get

use, as | said, these proposals
v, we took nautilus to the last
ed on 1t for three cycles before
proposal that could stand up to
iny that"s required.

o, 1 would be very iInterested to
t Puerto Rico. It is certainly,

monitoring our own sea cucumber

at"s why this proposal we think

1t, because, clearly, for these
line has been documented. Some
es want to do something. There
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ne reason | said they“re the most
think back to CoP 10
about the TfTirst shark listings
into this debate about
list marine species under
And now, CITES i1s seen

rine species.

with sea cucumbers, we"re right

e dialog. And so, this proposal
important. I think 1f it
I probably see -- I mean, 1 can

een to meetings In the Central

They are really concerned about

nbers. We®"ve got harvest 1in

harvest In Maine. The U.S. 1s

-- 1 mean, you talk to the

ies. You“re right. I"ve talked

alked to the Bahamas. Everybody

ncrease iIn the export of sea

n large volumes.
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0, | think It Is a marine species

that deserves a

tention, but, amazingly, we-“re

working with some NGOs who are calling them *"love

the unloved™ beg
they react to fTig
sea cucumbers,
sharks, 1f not

about them, tha

cucumbers?'  Whd
huge market for
their populatior
alternates. Ang
a coastline that
seen a sea cucun

MR.
seconds.

MR. H
on the mako, yo(
It passed. Thal

When you come bg

557

COUR

(202) 234-4433

ause people react to sharks and
sh.  When you start talking about

which the volume 1i1s akin to

greater, and we know so little

L, "Oh, really, people eat sea

‘reas, In Asia, this has been a

years and jJust increased. As

1 1s declining, they look for

I don"t know a country that has
I haven"t talked to that hasn"t
pber trade start.

BROOKS: Rusty, you have 20

UDSON: On the cosponsors of 55,

need two-thirds in order to get

t would be about 122 countries.

wck to amend i1t, the 122 or the
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5NAM : It"s two-thirds of the
And the reason 1 say this is
ave the CoP i1n Sri Lanka, you may

ntries present. Okay? So, the

Y

14

(

1

i~

DI

_1
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ds of the countries accredited

hat Conference of the Parties.

math 1i1s right iIn the normal

eS.

ther thing i1s that most marine

cularly sharks, have been done by

. And there, the bar 1i1s 10

k for a secret ballot. So, you

v how countries vote unless they
e U.S. has always announced how

roposal. It doesn"t believe iIn

essentially, i1t"s 122 countries.

f they want to stick to the
ten and they go for a vote, and

according to the Rules of

cannot come back and amend 1t.
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ave to amend i1t before there is

sion on the proposal.
UDSON: Thanks.
BROOKS : Thank you very much.

. Appreciate 1t. And you know

usly. Thank you.
NAM: You"re welcome.
ROOKS: All right. We have one

nt to cover today, and then, to
mentioned, we want to have a
und HMS research priorities for
I think you last visited these
» 2014, something like 2014. So,
to take a fresh look at these
jet a sense from you all as to
taying on the list, what should
vhat new priorities might need to
t or be added. And so, Tobey
Durkee will come up and give an
briorities as they stand now.
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what picture it
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nen, the game plan is, after they
ping to ask you to get in groups

just very informally around the
)ut 20 or 30 minutes talking 1in
ainstorming what you all see as

arch priorities that would make

nen, after you®"ve had a chance to
pne person in each group just to
eveloped 1In your group to Tobey
then, we"re going to come back
at the end of the day tomorrow.
T aggregate all of that and see
rells us, and we"ll come back and
"1l those

. So, give you

in in a little bit, but 1 just

you a big picture of what we"re

ou guys, 1t"s all yours. Okay,

URTIS: Thank you, Bennett.
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BROOKS:
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Yes.

Thanks, everybody. [I™m

for those who don*"t know me, and

kee. We"re sort of leading this

ate the HMS management-based

to point out upfront, this is a

1D}

little bit diffgrent from stock assessment-type

priorities. Theye may be some overlap, but this

was really a lisgt initially developed sort of by

managers for managers,

but there"s definitely

some overlap with sort of stock assessment

priorities becalse a

lot of those needs for

research are sinmilar.

So,

1"11 go  through a quick

presentation hene, and then, we®"ll have the group

breakout, like Bennett indicated.
We last published this priorities
document i1n 2014. There®s a Federal Register

citation there.

to communicate

The purpose of the document was

key research needs that directly
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in the following
proposals; for T
support for HMS
non-NFMS source;
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document,

the Agency. Gg

scientific research community on HMS;
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and 1nternations
that we can use
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HMS Management. It contained a
nd long-term research needs and
different priority levels. It

al and ecological needs to
And i1t complements the data
the stock

rities listed in

ts, and there"s a link to the

been useful for several purposes
years: fTor our review of grant
rderal programs like SK and BREP;
researchers seeking funding from
. So, researchers looking for
e can sort of point to this
fying It as a research need for
nerally, communicating with the
enhancing
< assessment needs, both domestic
I, and, ultimately, getting data
In management.
ntly, the 2014 document, some of
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changes in stock
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updated document,

agenda, on the
don®t have i1t ofg
group discussiorn
up to look throu

So T;
right now Is our
what

collect we

q

1
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are now outdated.
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Some of the

n completed. Management actions
some shifting priority levels,

needs and new methods, given the
status and other things.

S staff so far have drafted this

linked i1n the

which 1s also

agenda website. So, if folks

en, 1t might help for your small
s to find that link and open it
gh .

r, we drafted this update, and
opportunity for AP input. We-"ll

can today and tomorrow, but if

you have additional ideas or thoughts in the next

couple of weeks,
and we can mak

addressed.

Right

you.

things that co

COoy
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Mainly, w

¢

l

=

feel free to email Steve or me,

2 sure that your comments get

now, we"re requesting input from

> would like folks to focus on

ild be removed, 1f you think
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there®s things on the draft list should no longer

be there; thing
change. IT th
should be low,

priorities for
HMS -- the docu
across the boa

broken down by

sharks, et ceter
Gener
most 1mportant

1

s whose priority levels should
2y"re high and you think they
or vice versa; 1T there"s new
each species group under all
nent 1s broken down for all HMS

d, all the species, and then

bluefin and other tunas and
A
what would be

ally, right now,

is to identify oversights,

something that you think should be on the list

that just isn"t
that would be, T
be a high pri¢
helpful, just t

anything importg

And t

improve the ove
We want to make

make i1t useful 1
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)

(

|

.

1

=

something that we missed. So,
r today, I would think that would
rity for us. That would be
D make sure we are not missing
Nt as a research priority.

hen, just general suggestions to
all usefulness of the document.
the most of it and, hopefully,

o us as well as the broader HMS

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

research communi

So,
incorporate AP
revisions to thqg

internal review.

Centers and HQ §
document iIs r¢

available on th€g

it will sit th
possibly.
(Laug
MR. B
(Laug
MR. @

will give us our
and we can make
we"ve made some
So,
instructions for
So,

ifT you can

going to keep ti

COoy
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ere TfTor another several

find

293

ty.
then, our next steps will
comments and we*ll complete
draft. There will then be some

It will go through our Science

taff. And then, when the final

ady, i1t will be posted and

HMS website. And then, maybe

years

hter.)

ROOKS: That®"s iInspiring.

jhter.)

URTIS: But, no, hopefully, that

window to get the research done,

some progress and revisit it when

brogress.

again, this 1i1s the sort of

right now, when we can break up.

the document -- and we are

is kind of informal. Steve and
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around. Wave us
iT you could, 1
there®s things
things should be
those thoughts,
tomorrow mornir
tomorrow morning
up presentation
to you in the 1
still just email
get them into th
MR.
world, what we
again, In just s
or four, and 1
table, as It mg
someone you real
to get up and

fine.

But
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others will kind of be floating
down if you have questions. But
pok at the list, think about If
missing, in particular, or 1if
moved around, to compile some of
and then, email Steve or me by
J - And anything we get by
will be reflected in our follow-

tomorrow. But 1f stuff occurs

ext few days or weeks, you can
us those ideas, and we"ll try to
e final document.

BROOKS::

And so, in a perfect

vant you to do is actually, and
rt of informally groups of three
vould just say clump around the
kes sense. I mean, i1t there"s
ly want to huddle with, feel free

nove around the table. That™s

Just spend 25 minutes or so
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research priorit
questions and Teg
there.

And 1
8:00 a.m. tomory
strongly advise
you could.

1 wou
would be best if
the keyboard ang
came up. That

efficient, and t

room with a homg

won"t do.
So, m
after 5:00, 10 al

last five minuteg

email. 1t doesn
need to be compl

be something the

COUR

(202) 234-4433

295

n a small group around what
ies seem important, the Kinds of

rdback that Tobey®s asking for up

know Tobey said you can email by
pw, and that"s true, but I would
that you email today by 5:15, if
Id just think in your group it

one person just sort of worked
I wrote down the ideas as they
would be probably a lot more
hen, you don"t have to leave the

work assignment, which then you

y suggestion is spend until five
fter 5:00, and then, just use the
s to just put together a quick
"t need to be pretty. It doesn"t
cte sentences. It just needs to
se guys can understand.
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And
aggregate all

afternoon we"ll

to you.
Does
And,
question?
MR.

question here.

new needs, new m
methods"?

MR.
technical scier

available that
I*m thinking --

technology or &
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then, again, they"ll sort of

of that. And then, tomorrow

come back and reflect that back

that make sense?
George, maybe you have a
PURMONT : Yes, | have a little

Under "‘current status,' you have
ethods. What do you mean by "new

CURTIS: Just new sort of

tific techniques that may be
ve didn"t have five years ago.
I don"t know -- advances in tag
Just new

dvances in genetics.

tools in the scipentific toolbox that would help

address our mana
had available bg
MR. H

your small grouj

COoy

(202) 234-4433

gement priorities that we haven"t
Fore now.

BROOKS: And when you are done 1in

s, please do not leave the room
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because we do hg
to make sure th
public comment.

And |
hands. How many
public comment t

Am 1

left the room.

comment.

So, let"s just assume,

Glenn has someth
out on a limb he
think unless the
just spend ahb
brainstorming 1ig¢
consensus in you
were broadly supy
individual ideag
Okay .
(Wher

went off the redg
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ave public comment. And 1 want

at the AP is here to hear the
et me just get a quick show of
folks in the audience will have
hey want to make?

Oh, Glenn has

not seeing any?

So, we might have one public

let"s assume

ing he wants to say. |I"m going

re, but -- all right. Anyway, 1

re"s any other questions, again,
25-30 minutes

out the next

eas. You don"t need to reach
r group. |If you have i1deas that
ported, note 1t. IT they"re just
, that"s great, too.

Thanks.
eupon, the above-entitled matter
ord at 4:42 p.m. and resumed at
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MR.

all for doing th

And,
across the var
forward, and th
afternoon and sd
common themes an(

we"ll talk about

At th

19}

to do for the rg
public comments,
Do w

Great. | see at
Anybo
All 1
maybe get close
accessible, mayQ
And

and organization

MR. G
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ROOKS: All right. Thank you
At .
again, what they"ll do is look

Ious suggestions you all put

en, they"ll come back tomorrow
rt of reflect back here are some
] sort of share the results. And
that.

iIs point, | believe all we want
st of the day today is take any

iT there are any.

e have any public comments?
least one.

dy else?

ight. If you would come up and

to a mic, any one that Ilooks

e right over here next to Anna.

ust start with your name, name

. 1t will be great. Thanks.

EHAN: Thank you very much, Mr.
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My 1
representing the
ad hoc coalit}
dealers, procesg

I jus

attention of th€g

for a little suf
the group Initia
the federal Tis
worked with env
and shark sciern
that would creat
the practice

overfishing, wheg

to import any sh

certify that you
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lame  1s  Shaun Gehan. I*m
Sustainable Shark Alliance, an
on of shark fishermen, Tish
Or'S.
L wanted to bring an issue to the
» members of the AP, maybe look
pport. One of the main reasons
Ily formed was to fight some of
h shark fin sale bans. We"ve
jronmental groups and academics
tists to create an alternative
e a certification program to end
of shark finning and shark
re it exists. So, i1If you wanted
ark products, you would have to

have an effective shark finning

ban and conservagion, shark conservation programs

equivalent to th

that 1s the righ

_

And 1t

COUR

(202) 234-4433

ose of the U.S. We still think

t approach.

hat"s a battle that®s going on
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raised i1ts head.
because 1 think
Atlantic Counci
about just some
people having i
predation having

Texas
ban, a State bal
in the State. A
isn“t taking 1S
that law, they p
In international
through this Sta
which

attached,

always operateg

would land a
dealer. They
market.

market. And Me;

and Louisiana hg
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They wpuld sell the meat to
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year another issue has sort of
And 1 think 1t"s sort of timely
you"re all informed of the South
| has written to HMS and NIMS
of the increasing complaints of
nteractions with sharks, shark
impacts on managed species.
5, In 2016, had passed a shark fin
1- You couldn®"t sell shark fins
nd the Sustainable Shark Alliance

sue with that. But,

I i

as part of
urport to require that any sharks
or interstate commerce that pass
te be shipped with the fins still
means the way the Tisheries
, a Tederally-licensed dealer
shark at a Tederally-licensed
vould sell the fins to the fin
the meat
Kico happens to be a big market,
ijppens to be the leading State iIn
NEAL R. GROSS
RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

terms of shark 1

Altho
wasn"t until las
of one shipment
that they hadn®t
really aware of

But,
as of mid-March
numbers -- only
large coastal qu
because most of
Louisiana, other
the Atlantic, arn

The |
others are challg
grounds that it
international cg
Clause challenge¢
the federal ((

Magnuson-Stevens

species, but alg
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andings by a wide margin.
ugh 1t was on the books, it
t summer when they became aware
and reached out to the dealer,
really enforced it. No one was
this provision.
as a result, this year, at least
-- and 1 haven®t looked at the
7 percent of the Western Gulf
ota had been taken. And that"s
those sharks were coming into
parts of the Gulf, and parts of
d being trucked through Texas.
sustainable Shark Alliance and
nging this ban on constitutional
interferes with interstate and
)mmerce as well as a Supremacy
, Saying that i1t"s contrary to

overnment®™s duties under the

Act, not just to conserve

0D to achieve optimum yield on an
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The
implementing theq

measures,

pretty
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commercial Tishing

Agency itself, when 1t was

» Shark Conservation Act of 2010

much the requirement to Iland

sharks with thei
create the smoo
questions about
indeed, preempt

They found seve

were pretty de

r fins naturally attached and to
h dogfish exemption, had raised
whether state fin bans were,
d by the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
ral states not to be, but those

Iinimis states 1In terms of shark

landings, including California and New York,
Washington and Qyegon, Hawaii.
But this particular law -- and again,

this 1s just whg
you do that in L
you have to shi
We think that g
Iimpact on the ab

So, W

from other indus

COoy

(202) 234-4433

re sharks can be processed. Can
puisiana, Alabama, Florida, or do
p It to Mexico to be processed?
oes too far, and it"s having an
ility to achieve OY.

e"d love support from the Agency,
try groups, for this lawsuit, but
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also just iIn (¢
having issues wi
1t from commercig
recreational fTis
bait past sharks

And
this i1s -- you

then these 1Ssuf

South Atlantic
exacerbated.

So,

b

1
I really appreci
after a long day

MR.

appreciate that

It this
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eneral . You know, people are

th shark predation. We®ve heard
il fishermen, from shrimpers, and
hermen. Just trying to get your
has become a big issue.
law continues, | mean,
know, 1If we"re not successtul,
s that have been raised by the
Council are only going to be
hat"s really all | had to say.
ate the time and your attention
. Thanks.

Thank

BROOKS: you. We

very much.

Any other public comment today?

Okay .
adjourn?

MR.
anything additig

IS happening dow

COUR

(202) 234-4433

Then, Pete, anything before we

COOPER: No, | don"t think

nal, other than a no-host social

nstairs.
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MR. B
A no-
It"s set for 5:4
you early, 1T yd
Secor
sharp, and we ha
be here and reag
And t

take a moment td

on objectives, 1

1)

do, and get th¢g
tomorrow midday.
MR. @
deadline of six
MR. B
the day tomorrow
MR. @
MR. [
from AP members
All 1

for a good day.
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ROOKS: Yes, three reminders.

host social downstairs. 1 think
5, but 1"m sure they~"ll welcome
U want to show up; | just think.
d 1s we start tomorrow at 8:30
ve a big, full day. So, please
y to start at 8:30.

nird 1s, yet again, if you didn"t
fill out the survey yet outside
hat would be helpful for you to
't back by tomorrow morning or
DOPER: The survey? 1 think the
p"clock tomorrow --

ROOKS: 6:00? Oh, by the end of
, that"s right.

OOPER: Yes.

BROOKS : Okay . Any questions

pefore we adjourn for the night?

ight. Thank you all very much

Thanks.
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eupon, the above-entitled matter

prd at 5:23 p.m.)
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