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MR. [H
going. Good n
back. As promis

busy day today.
look at the age
with the topics,
tuna-centric tod

We w
couple of preser
heavy, and the |
and give all of u
things stand righ
from Brad on
management issue
on the A7 three-

We*"ve

for that. |If we

OCEEDINGS
8:37 a.m.
BROOKS : All right, let"s get
prning, everybody, and welcome

ed, we are going to have a very

I*m sure you®ve all had a good
nda, so you should be familiar
We"re going to be very bluefin
Ay .
ill start the morning with a
tations that will be pretty data
ntent is really to give you all
s a common understanding of where
1t now. First take note, hearing
2018 Tfishery trends and 2018
s, and then we"ll hear from Tom
year review.

got about two hours set aside

need all that time, great. But

a lot of that information will come cycling back

in the later ¢
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thing In the wor
more time to ta

are being broug

it wouldn"t be the worst
Id because i1t will just give us
Jk about the various i1deas that

nt forward for Al13 scoping and

talking about bfluefin tuna weak hook and area-

based management

A lot

to be talked abol
we"ve got a godg
understand the 1|
on the table basg
all have had oy
obviously heariy
other ideas that

So yal
and we

really

everyone during

Let me just pausg
today. So,
know, maybe open

on the phone.

COUR

(202) 234-4433

opejrator,

regulatory amendments.
of ideas obviously on the table
It today, and I want to make sure
1l chunk of time for you all to
deas that the agency is putting
ed on lots of conversations you
er a number of years, and then
i\g from you all on reactions,
should be added to the mix.
I know, get yourself comfortable,
look forward to hearing from
the course of the conversation.
and see who we have on the phone

ifT you could just let us

the lines so we can hear who"s
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the lines. Hi.

guests may speak|

MR.

name and organig
you"re an AP men
MS.
Miller with the
be there, but IT
Is of course theg
MR. H
Anybody else on7j

(No 1

MR. BROOKS:

remember to ask

feel free to fol

TOR: Okay, one moment as | open

All lines are now open. The

ROOKS: Hi, 1f you could just

ration, who you®"re with, and if

pber, let us know.

VMILLER: Hi. This 1s Shana

Dcean Foundation. Sorry I can"t
m on the phone today, and Grant
re.
BROOKS : Great. Thanks Shana.
esponse.)

Okay, and, Shana, we"ll
you to fold in, but you should

d In as needed, okay?

MS. MIILLER: Thanks, Bennett.

MR. |BROOKS: Okay, thanks. All
right, Brad, over to you.

MR. McHALE: Alrighty. well good

morning, everyor
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definitely data
transpired last
year review and
into where we"re
13 and that scog
of what we obse
morning will the

look forward to,

fruitful discuss

pned, we"ve got a full day here,
heavy as we proceed through what
year, Tom presenting the three-
then ultimately all that feeding
at regarding exploring Amendment
ing process. So hopefully a lot
rve this morning or early this
n, you know, feed right into and

as always with bluefin, a rather

1oN.

So 2048 in review. Definitely a busy
year, | think|| a productive year, although
definitely as dlways when i1t comes to bluefin
tuna managemengt, there®"s always room for

Improvement deps
the fishery or g
But and I won™"t
numbers.

I essq
all have it as

conversation. :
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nding on the perspectives around
ven from this side of the house.

be belaboring a lot of these

entially put this together so you

reference to help inform the

ut 1 don"t want to get too far
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down into the w
take-home kind ¢
on all of these.

So h
landings weighed
base quotas but
transfers say fr
you a sense oOf
Tisheries have (g

fish and tonnage

I kn¢

10

eeds. So they"ll be like a few

F points 1711 just want to touch
ere, you know, pretty much all
I up against the -- not only the
then the adjusted quotas as we do
om the Reserve, but kind of gives
ff at least last year how the
layed out, not only in volume of

then also percentage harvested.

ow the one or one of the lines

taken off this that, you know, that 1 think from

the agency side

at and continue

we can start to do a better job

to strive to do a better job at

iIs lower right-hand corner when you"re looking at

percentages of |
quota taken.

We T
would like to b

the last few yea

jase quota taken or the adjusted

ell shy from kind of where we
g and where we have been In say

rs. But that doesn®t necessarily

mean that there |fasn®t effort put in to trying to
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where we Kkind

various actions

So w¢
times last yearn
transfers. We (

these are more ¢
111 get Into §

following slide.

Unforr
closures. We
micromanagement

whether there-s
fishery, and esj
We were hearing
we"d have an ops

well
30 knots the day
we" 1l have to ta

things to get th
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tunately,

11

lotas and provide fishing
nd you®ve seen this for years,
)f run down a list of all the
that we"ve taken.

modified retention limits four
. We did nine inseason quota
id three quota adjustments. So
T your bigger picture ones, and

little bit more detail In the

we had overall eight

definitely ran into some

in the fall, trying to find
a window to open and provide a
ecially with bluefin, you know.

quite a bit that all of a sudden

ning and be blowing 30 knots.

again NOAA forecasting called for

we set up the opening date. So
k to the Weather Service side of

at dialed 1n a little bit more.
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So tf
number of differ
-- we lost 1t.

And t
the northern alQf
adjustment rule [
Increase those w
a lot of time
managing this Ti

I med
none of these ac

snap of a Ting

there®s deliberation.

trying to dial ¢
small windows or
openings.

SO n(
enforcing the ad
manage the Tishe
as this helps
the

evolve 1n
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at in turn also resulted iIn a
ent reopenings. Then ultimately
hen also we finally incorporated
acore and the bluefin tuna quota
pased upon the recommendations to
estern Atlantic TACs. So again,
and effort put iIn by staff 1iIn
shery .

n just run down this list, and
tions, you know, happen with the
er. You know, there"s time,
There®s, as 1 mentioned,
hings In when you"re looking at
small quota of how to get these
pt anything new, but just re-
It takes to

ministrative burden

ry at this level and scale. And

inform Amendment 13 and how we

overall management, 1is this
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something we collectively as an advisory panel,

as Tishery reprg

isentatives as well as managers,

something that we want to continue.

Is t
worth the cost-k
we can introduc
about for that
again, a few mo

transfers and ac

of these are, yo

nis working, is 1t not? Is it

enefit? Is there more certainty

10}

2? So all items to be thinking

Amendment 13 discussion. And
e examples of some of the quota
Jjustments that we did. So some

u know, just moving quotas around

based upon the timing in the fishery.

I kng
the Harpoon catg
quota 1increase
will cease. Th
happening in a r
becomes availabl
the season.

When

of our retentiq

recreational si
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)W for those that have members in
Pgory, guaranteed, you ask for a
From the Reserve, your Tishery
ere"s about eight years of that
pw now. But yet that quota then

e for other fisheries later on in

It comes to kind of managing some

on limits when we look at the

de, because we use the Large
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Pelagics Survey

knowing that tha

14

as our data collection tool and

t isn"t real time, and based upon

experiences thag we"ve gained over the years,

we"ve tried tg
limits both for
private fleet.

So g
okay, as I™m
trips, we know wi
it bouncing up
consistent over
was with "18.
at those recreg
slide, the recr;{
45, you know, pl
few years.

So ag
and knowing the
not necessarily
do for this go-
retd

liberalized
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provide consistent retention

the for-hire fleet as well as the

plks kind of have a certainty of
nlanning vacations or planning
n1at the limit"s going to be versus
and down. So that has been
the last couple of years, as it
Aind what we actually, in looking

itional landings from the first

1D}

sational category®s been landing

Us or minus percent over the last

yain, trying to be precautionary
re*s high variability here, and
wanting to overshoot, what we did
found 1s provide a slightly more
ention limit for those inspected
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vessels or heagdboat vessels.

where they would

tuna and two la

tuna.

And |acknowledge

15

So essentially
be allowed six school bluefin
rge school small/medium bluefin

it"s not something

that business cquld dedicate a trip around, but

yet when you have,

onboard your veg
might allow Tfor
contribute to
attainment.
And &
mentioned, agaif
IS NQ

room this

kind of look acn

£ news.

you know, multiple anglers

ssel doing overnight trips, it
a little additional catch to
that Angling category quota
some of the variability that |1
I think everybody around the

But when you start to

oss the years and the different

size classes, ygu can kind of see how -- excuse

me, that variabi

A prij
last year, the
as, you know, thg

prior two years|
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lity kicks into play.

me example 1s when you look at

mumber of large schools as well

At were seen In comparison to the

Significant drop off in that
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size class. Don

you know. It"s
a year"s sample.

We*" 11|

16

"t want to read too much iInto it,

not -- It"s a data point. It"s

see what "19 brings, but this is

kind of why we [take that precautionary approach

of trying tg
consistent, but
then have to
subsequent year,
or available.
When
size classes, ag
the data when y
look at that las
that 1 think we*
It around the ta

13 discussion 19

for our Trophy (¢

So ti
landed by recrg
use. Each geog
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provide opportunities and
then don®"t want to overshoot and
atchet back unnecessarily In a

especially when fish are around

It comes to the Angling Category
aln, just another way to look at
u look at quota usage. |If you
 line, you know, this iIs an item
I want to touch on. We"ve heard
)le. 1t"s part of that Amendment
we had very, very small quotas
ategories.
ese are the giants that can be
ational TfTishermen for personal
aphic area has a 1.8 metric ton
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allocation. Th
rapidly. Normg
category i1s done
caught, you know

And W
combine that wit
well above that |
of days. 1 know
we"ve had a nu

tournaments and

They?

17

ey tend to be caught pretty
ally, when the winter General
that Southern Trophy fishery is
, within a matter of days.
nen there"s a body of fish there,
h the effort, you can easily go
.8 very quickly in just a matter
in the Gulf of Mexico right now,
mber of different Ilandings 1iIn

wvhat have you.

re approaching their quota, and

I suspect as we*"re hearing reports of fish moving

north, through t
be long before
well. So some
discussing just
we"ll want to d
Addre
geographic area

of see that, you

different states
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he canes and New York, i1t won"t
hat Trophy north is closed up as
hing to keep In mind as we"re
il location issues In general, how
scuss that as a panel.

ssing variability again, more by
across the years. You can kind
know, depending on when you Rlump
it"s -- the last few years, the
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New York, New J
have been kind ¢
our school catch
Refle
you"ll see that

dropped off

small/mediums ar

things that we-"

we"re trying to

As we

we"re seeing ach
Large Pelagics
different cohort
then how do w
processes and &

manage these.

We ex

back, where we I
were marching th
recreational g

individual weigh
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H

D

§

L

=

F the

re taking

18

rsey and Delaware-Virginia area
locations where we"ve seen
come 1In.

cting back to the previous table,
,  you know,

large schools have

rather considerably, and

e variable. So again, just all
Iinto consideration as
manage the fishery.
Il as some of these trends that
pss years, we"re looking at that
Survey data, are

we seeing

$ marked through the fishery, and

2 fold that 1i1nto our thought

nalyses on how we"re going to

perienced this a number of years

ad very strong year classes that

rough and then kind of filling up

ptas very quickly because an

ed a lot In that context, before
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they then entersg
S0 s(
what sort of tr
maybe there isnF
year classes poj
years. So all
and helping us

decisions.

So the table

showing this 1is

19

d into the commercial fisheries.
pmething we"re also -- you know,
ends exist, or all of a sudden
t a trend. We just start to see
y up that we didn"t see in prior
Iindicators of what"s transpiring
inform when we"re making our
intent of

here, my

to get at a lot of the dialogue

that"s taking pllace regarding the management of

the directed
allocation is di
catches attainef

retention limits

For that that aren"t dialed

bluefin tuna,

handgear fisheries, and how

stributed, where catches and when
j, as well as the influence of
and how that influences it.

in to the

you"ll be aware that we just

announced that we"re going to start off the June

fishery at three
we did last yeal

of doing that b
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fish again, very similar to what
1. We"re catching a lot of heat

ecause there is a misperception
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that by having
season, It compn
fall.

And t

data does not pl

kind of shows I{t.

through August 2

at a three fish

About 250 metrig

period.

So wh
catch rate, and 1
1st through 23rg

amount of quota.

I

and the effort"s
much you can do

And
necessarily goiy
going to provide
That doesn®t mea
are invalid. B
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a liberal limit early 1in the

pmises more opportunities in the
nat Is just downright false. The
ay that out, and the table here
IT you look at the June 1
2 of last year, where we had it
limit, we were open for 83 days.
tons were caught In that time
len you start to look at that
hen you look at say the September
, 23 days approximately the same
I mean when the fish are there
3 there, | mean there®s only so
management wise.
isn"t

a three-fish limit

ig to -- early iIn the season,

opportunities later in the year.

n the concerns later in the year

ut the tools and mechanisms to
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address that 1

resolved 1In a re

21

sn“t necessarily going to be

tention limit.

And when you further break that down

to get some of

heard that t

the detail, because we"ve also

he agency should entertain

prohibiting harpoons in the General category as

an example. Wel

the contributiof

quota attainment,

that out.

When
landed three T
essentially i1t g

contribution dur

metric tons. |1
trying to have T
causation Is a Cc
we"l
we" 1l continue
these
If th

great.
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ISsues, ind

I when you start to look across
1s of different gear types to

again the data doesn*t play

you look at say harpooners that

ish iIn the General category,

rquates to about 10 metric tons
ing that time frame of the 253

"s a drop in the bucket. And so

cus, see the i1ssues but not infer

1allenge that we always run into.

continue to run iInto 1It,

o try to throw logic at some of
if folks want to hear that,

ey don"t, well that"s their
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prerogative. By
exactly where th
decision-making
support those dsg
Anoth
depending on ho
whether it"s froj
know, how the d
across the diffej
at the base levell
upon the ICCAT iy
to based upon
categories or
ultimately how
collectively, ngQ
periods, but al
know, the percen
latter two colun
You

pretty consisten

we ended up acryf
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t at least we can kind of show
e information we"re using in our

iIs coming from to ultimately

cisions.
er kind of breakdown, again
w Tolks interpret information,

n a table format or visually, you
jfferent quotas have played out
rent time periods, what they were
s, what they were adjusted based

Icreases, what they were adjusted

transfers from either different

from the Reserve, and then

the Jlandings had played out
t only for those specific time
so cumulatively and then, you
tage of those adjusted iIn those
Ns.
xnow, | would say that we"re
t there as far as kind of where
pss the different time periods,
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but obviously Y
embedded here, d
hence some of tf
we" 11 be looking
13 and ways to U

And t
because we"ve h;
date just ultimg
as the BAYS quotg
to and then ove
time frame. So
what we experien
transpired in 2(

Again

geographically |
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ou know, there"s still 1issues

verall quota attainment. And so
e allocation-related i1ssues that
to discuss as part of Amendment
Itimately evolve.

nen when we kind of look quickly,
ad the 2019 winter fishery, to
tely where we"re at there as far
1, ultimately what we adjusted it
rall quota attainment for that
this is probably more on par of
ced in the 2017 fishery is what
19.

, depending on where folks are
of flak

ocated, we heard a lot

from folks of gliving somebody excessive amounts

of quota. But \

picture of that

to make fairness

start to compare

U.S. Fishermen tf
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hen you kind of look at the big
category overall, i1t"s difficult

and equity arguments when you

4

apples to apples across all the

nat have access to this resource.
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introduce over [
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er slide that we®"ve tried to

the last couple of years, just

trying to paint fthe picture of catch rates, quota

attainment, and

landings can take place.

obviously we hg
across the bottad

The

At

M

available for tih
then the curve |
you"ll see, you
and February of
The

existent.

and then we kingd

Fish showed up

how quickly not only effort and
IT you look here,
wve the chronological calendar
m.

ellow line is the quota that"s
ose different time periods, and
ine essentially is harvest. So
know, that for most of January
18, that catch was almost non-
in mid-February,

of had early March closure.

I kngw that a lot of pressure to throw

more quota at
discussions
don®"t need to bsg
are still relevd
But then you alsg

off.
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this. We"ve heard those

In years past around the table. I

labor them now, but those i1ssues
ant as far as access to quota.

) see as the summer fishery takes
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So I
331.7 metric tor
had three fTish,
rates early are
away with maybe
two and a half n
limit because th
taking place.

Norma

hasn"t really caught on yet.

also kicked 1t
monitoring catch
by gear type.

So wh
the fish being mg
baits, that we
immediately, kngQ
there In hook an(
and day differen

To ag

catch rates to t
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poking directly underneath the
mark, you know, that"s where we
essentially fTlatlined. Catch

very, very low, so you can get
a month and a half, two months,
onths of a liberalized retention
ere isn"t that much catch that"s
Ily, the hook and line fishery
But the staff has
up a notch, of where we"re

rates not only by category but

en we do start to see a shift of
)re amenable to taking those hook
can ratchet things back down
wing that the amount of effort
I 1ine versus harpoon, 1t"s night
Cce.

ain try to level out some of the
he best of our ability when, you
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know, we"re limi
to entertain whaj
slow things down
can®"t actually a
limit. 1t doesn
like to cooperat

What |
visually for
understanding i
line there iIn th
when you®re looK
of one fTish, it
requests that wg
multiple Tish |
fishery.

Okay,
October 1st to fi
magic we can |
realigning expecg
of the fishery (g

into the Fishery,
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fed at a one fish limit. We have
I other tools may we have to even
further to extend i1t because we
llocate a half a fish retention
"t really work. The fish don"t
e that way.

yvou"ll also see here demonstrated
that

those gravitate to

formation is the slope of the
e fall, 1s that all of a sudden
ing at 10, 15, 20 metric ton days
*s very difficult to entertain
"d like more quota and we*d like
fo make 1t a more economical

I will give you a half of

ish. Like there"s only so much
yjeave, and you know, so 1iIt"s
tations, especially where a lot

articipants, you know, have come

when catch rates were low in the
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mid-2000s, and ti
woulld get throug
limit, and closy

We"re
fall back into |
mid- to late "9
the norm. Like
It means fish ar

dollar exchange |

be nice 1T we cd

But again,

necessarily have
visual represent
Again, you look
tons almost up tg
time frame. Ver
windows are diff

So th
of when we had
forecast reopenii

to get those wef
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ey did have expectations that we
h December 31st at a liberalized
res was never a consideration.
now starting to reminisce and
vhat we experienced back in the
)s, of yeah no actually this 1is
-- and these are good problems.
e here, the efforts here, yen to
rates would also, you know, would
uld get that up.
it"s things that we don"t
control over, and then another
ation of how the fall played out.
at a jump from about 540 metric
800 in a very, very concentrated
y difficult to manage. Weather
icult.
> preak in the line there 1s kind
closures and were trying to
ngs with limited quota and trying

ather windows dialed in. Again

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

we caught a 1o
jJustifiably. So
trying to find 2
day to Tish rel
time period.
Just
the i1ndustry but
in. So we ulti|
costs. It"s neyvy
worked well, an
striving to tigh

have these stopg

Harpo
this. Essentig
should, that moj

applied to gig
landings in tf
large/medium, an
breakdown of hg
multiple fish, )

or weighted to (g
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t of heat and understandably,

when all of the sudden we were
D knot base, and that was a good
atively speaking iIn a two-week
extremely burdensome not only on

also on us to try to dial that
nately try to avoid this at all
er worked or at least it"s never

d so something that we"ll be

1iten up a little bit is to not
ap openings.
on. I*m not going to belabor

Ily the fishery operated as it

st of the effort and catch was
nts. We had 90 percent of the
le giant category, some the

d you know, when you look at the

v many percent of trips landed

rou know, again heavily leaned

bne or two Fish versus say, Yyou
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know, the multig

We gs
provide the data
understand, but
the contributioj
General categorn
concerns that w
gear type in thi

Again
the grand schem¢
least share. Whe
type in the two
allowed, how thg
to again help i
as we move for
potential manage

One t
the last fTew V¢
reports,
that Impacts our
information

the
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as welll
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le three or four plus fTish.

t another kind of table trying to

in different ways for folks to
ultimately this kind of gets at
1s of harpoon Blandings to the
y, to address some of those
*"ve heard of prohibiting that
S .

, It"s a drop iIn the bucket 1iIn

of things, but we wanted to at
>n you look at that specific gear
categories where i1t"s currently
se contributions are happening,
form those specific discussions
ward and entertain changes 1in
ment.
hing that I°ve spent time on in
rpars was the timing of dealer
as the vessel reports and how
ability to do our job based upon
And 1

we have real time. must
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admit that the
ships 1n order.
that are handlin
dealing with a n|

day lags when th

ultimately sever
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dealers have gotten their own

For those high volume dealers
g 200 plus fish, I know we were
imber of them that had six, seven

ere®"s a 24 hour requirement, and

days at 20 metric ton landings,

I mean by the time we"re getting that information

formally in froni

take the proper

f of us, we"ve missed the boat to

action.

At le
in. We didn"t [
did not have to

and nor did we hg

~

go pay somebody
continues becaug
opportunities wh
before us to Inf

You K

ast last year, they were dialed
nave any issues to speak of. |1
send Tom down to muscle anybody,
wve to call anybody in uniform to

a Vvisit. So hopefully that
e we" 1l continue to provide more
en we have that real information

orm them.

how, another slide that we spend

some time on over the year, would be reporting

compliance on thg

requirements W
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> vessel side. So these were new

> kicked i1nto place during
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Amendment 7. ORf
we had concerns

So 1t
of the table,

categories there

L)

as number of fi§

See progress as

31

viously the first initial years
vith compliance.

you look at the right-hand side
we"re looking at our handgear
, both by fish reported as well

hermen, and we®"re continuing to

far as compliance there. 1°d

like to say same of this was just voluntary

compliance, but

justice. I kngyw we®"ve come up -- or

here and said ngQ
folks because tf
say please.

I"m

\1J

well as thank Yy
ineffective, enaAl
in Tederal courn

Issues, writing

L)

the Office of L§g
to get those nun

It al
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that wouldn®"t be doing it
I"ve sat
, we"re going to start whacking
ere"s only so many times 1 can
1 big fan of saying please, as
bu. But at some point If iIt"s
igh is enough. And so testifying
t last year on some of these
citations with our partners in
\w Enforcement, we"re continuing

pbers up.

so0 will clearly show that there"s
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continued room
we" 1l continue 1
seeing that we c
violations retrq
your permit as
No. All right.
mail for you.

attention.

But S

continue to str

parity across th
jJust sharing inf
prices. We con
fall are the bes
year. Allocate
play out that ws

SO Wq
few years. So
month, and 1t bg

only consistent

September, and 4§
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for iImprovement there. And so
o wield the stick as necessary,
an do some of these assessment of
pactively. Did a dealer report

landing a fish? Yes. Did you?

Well, there"s a letter iIn the

Maybe that will get your
something that collectively we*ll

ive to iImprove on, so there"s

e different users. Another i1tem,
ormation, was kind of the average
tinue to hear the prices iIn the
5t prices we"re going to get all

to the fall. It doesn"t always

Y -
5 took the snapshot of the last
you can see the variability by
unces around. 1 mean the really
pricing we"ve had would be for
ilso that"s when you kind of see
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a jump in the
landings being 34
the perceptions
prices are.

It c
quality of fishg
handling the cat

into play that

average it, you

33

landings. So | see volume of

n contributor there, but some of

the fleet have i1s when the best

1J

in  bounce around, and obviously
rmen, the quality of how they-“re
ch, all those things kind of come
influence this. So we try to

know, across the year, trying to

get i1nformation
understand the c
we"re -- and th¢

their individual

I out to the fleet so they
hallenges and the decision-making
2 Information we"re using versus

perception and how to bridge the

gap between the [two.
So We Qlooked at averaging those
average prices|| across that three-year time

period, not an &
at the entire un
did the same wif
then see what

landings coming

COoy
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verage of an average. We looked

Iverse and averaged it. But also

Eh landings, so we could kind of

sort of i1nfluence volume of

across the dock is then having on
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those price poin

Anoth
I haven®t Tully
this yet, i1s thg
domestically ver
essentially
significant por
domestic.

A lot
value of the Tis
international m3
the dollars to |
Tish. I mean
bills where the |
their own Tfish})
costs, which the
the discussions

What
not only say as$
industry agency}

calls from fishs
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even
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ts.
er kind of very interesting one,
gotten my mind wrapped around
number of fish that are staying
sus being exported.

Last year,

going back pre-2005, a

fion of our Tfish are staying
of that iIs exchange rate, the
h, the consistent product on the
rkets. We"re jJust not getting
ncur the cost of shipping those
had photographs sent to me of
Fishermen owed the dealer to send
because 1t didn"t cover the
n speaks to -- 1 know we"ve had
around the table before.
sort of marketing are we doing
an industry, but collectively
I know we"re fTielding phone
rmen saying all right, how can 1
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then maybe deve
I*m only workin

logistics of tha

We"re
of that, not thg
other than fro

regulatory side.
of that interest
I know we"ve tal
long run side
imports. We|]
potential on the
Touch
2018. Essentia
again a big tickK
in Amendment 13|
the future of th
of this fishery?
access quota tha

the lack of effd

But
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op a farm to table model, where
g with a few? What are the
t? How do 1 supply that?

starting to hear more and more
in that

it 1 have any expertise

m the Tfishery side and the
But we"re hearing more and more
of domestic market development.
ked about this for years on the
when 1t comes to swordfishing
re starting to see the same
bluefin side of things as well.
on the purse seine fishery for
1y there wasn®"t one. This 1is
et item that we"ll be exploring
We"ve discussed 1t. What is
IS category? What is the future
Amendment 7 made it so we could
t was being kind of a sink given
rt there.
bu know, Is it time that we start
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to entertain th

some of the his
active
sales of permit
spend a little
morning.
thoughts,

their thoughts g

in decades,
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at this fishery sunsets, given
prical participants haven®t been
and you know, there®s been
5 and infrastructure. So we"ll

It more time in this later this

But looking forward for your collective

as welll as members of the public and

that as well.

And just to kind of keep going to get

through this qguicker than |

just showing,

same date. YO

again,

would have liked,
other ways of showing the

know, landings versus catch

versus quota acposs time, you know, to kind of

show trends to h

I"m I
discards of blue]
bucket last year

I think one of t

L)

Amendment 7 wasg
bycatch. That dq
successftul In me
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elp inform overall discussion.
appy to say that overall, that
Fin tuna were again a drop In the
of what we experienced. Again,
he success stories coming out of

to address the bluefin tuna
pesn”“t mean Amendment 7 was fully
etings Its objectives.

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Therg
that we"re up ag
currently not
product being fa
And so now It°s
as far as ¢
especially as
Tisheries on swd

Thess
reference, and Y
just Kkind of a
think I"ve touc
through the preg
reference. Cor
things that we"\

As 1
the same. Even
recap at the eng
that 111 throw

these i1ssues are

on your mind. W
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are still immense challenges

\finst. But here"s one that we"re

Facing, is a Ilot of valuable

rced to be thrown over the side.
how does this discussion evolve

ota utilization and access,

it relates to the directed

rdfish and the other tunas.

other slides kind of just

ou know the last few here, 1t's
recap of what we®ve heard. I
of 1t as

led on most I*ve gone

entation. But here more iIs your
sider this my contribution of
e heard.
suspect, a lot of this will be
though we may not do the full
of the meeting. Here"s a bone
verybody. We"ve heard you, like
on our radar. We know they"re
> know that they®re evolving, and
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we genuinely &
address them, ai
possibly can. S
MR.
That was actuall
so thank you.
open this up T
there was data
you want anothe

understand, this

I ask folks not to dive

38

re open to exploring ways to
id some of them as quickly as we
0 with that, we*l1l button it up.
BROOKS: Great. Thanks, Brad.
y a really well-done run-through,
S0 what I*"m going to do is just
or particularly questions. It
that Brad just ran through that
1 look at or you want to better
would be the moment to do it.

into the

conversation yet| of so what do we do about this;

that"s to come.
MR.
Pierdinock.

indicated that 1

purse seine catgegory. Am |

total is 219 fa
that correct | L
MR. N
MR. H

COoy
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Mike.
PIERDINOCK: Thank you. Mike
four 2019 landings, the data

64 metric tons was taken from the

correct that that

r that category, and if so, 1Is
elieve?

ICHALE: Yeah, yes.

PIERDINOCK: Okay. What was the
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mechanism to mak@ the decision to use that during

that first quartgd

for the rest of

2r period, leaving 60 metric tons

the year, to have equitable use

of that quota fofr everyone from Maine to the Gulf

of Mexico?

MR. M
of determinatiorn
don"t necessaril
now. But we tg
14 different thi
we move quota T

hasn®"t been uti

reserve, your nd

CHALE: So there®s a whole suite
criteria that we look at, and 1
y need to regurgitate that here
Iked about this. There®"s about
ngs we look at. As far as when
om the purse seine category that
Jized In the prior year to the

mbers there are correct.

What |we also recognize i1s that at some

point in the mid
timing-wise, IS
the prior year,
overall influengs
over from the U

So ng

shots of additi
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dle of the season, i1f you will,
that we have final numbers for
and those final numbers of catch
> the amount of quota we can roll
S. from one year to the next.

rmally there are two different

onal allocation that enter the
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reserve. One 1f
usage i1n the pri
usually comes
carryforward fro
factoring in.

Altho
carryover value,
say January 1 or
understanding ba
much we"re going
we factor that iy
process.

MR.
Slide 9, we had

Was 2017 the yea

app? 1 think it
MR. M
MR .

looking at that,
connection, jusi

picture of the
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5 from the purse seine, lack of
or year. The second shot, which
later timing-wise, is the

m the prior year. And so we"re
ugh we don®t officially have that
when the fisheries are starting
June 1, we have a ballpark and
sed upon preliminary numbers how
to be able to carry forward, and
1 as part of that decision-making
WICKI: Hey, Brad, on -- sorry,
the graph for the rec numbers.

r you guys rolled out the mobile

was, right, for reporting?
cCHALE: Yes.
IWICKI : Yeah. So I"m just

saying | think there might be a

I looking at i1t from the big

mobille app and rec reporting,
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because you see |
for 18 as well]

SO y@
that for some mqQ
more outreach iy
you go to like t

don*"t really hea

That?
year 1t rolled {
using 1t. So Y@

U

at that to g€
reporting data g

MR.

]

that under advi
you"re referenci
Large Pelagics {
app- But your [
we get that --
more robust the [

coming through 1t

Thanks, Steve.

COUR
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t sustained In two of the regions

u might want to take a look at
re data, and then maybe do some
1 the mobile app because unless
he permit page or something, you
r anything about the mobile app.
s probably a spike from the first
put,

and then some people still

U might want to just take a look

t better collection of vyour
h the rec side.

CHALE: Thank you. We®"ll take
sement. IT this i1s the slide

ng, just note that these are the

burvey, so 1t"s not exactly the

oint 1s well taken, is the more

those mechanisms out there, the

jata Is we can then verify what"s

he survey versus self-reported.
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MR. B
MR. K
you for the pres
couple of years j

of harvesters abyg

42

ROOKS: Ray, then Scott.

ANE: Yes, good morning. Thank

entation, Brad. You know, for a
1ow we"ve been hearing from a lot

put the Inequities and they would

like to see a moje equitable solution to fish per

day.

And |l
category average
in August on al
for one year, thg
I believe, we wég
August, and the
August.

But
three years, tha
I would like to
equitable soluti
going to get int
you

provided iy

what-not, and whi

COUR

(202) 234-4433

ooking at this graph, General
price, 2016 to "18, we"ll notice
| three years, the price except
> gold bar dropped and last year,
re shut down, what, the 23rd of

year before maybe the middle of

In fact from September on, all

t graph bar just increases. So
know how we can come up with an
on for all harvesters. [I"m not
0D the three fish per day because
formation and percentages and
rre the fishery takes off and the
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percentage of p
fish.

But
equitable distr
season because €
the greater qug

catching fish i1

you get south off the 42 line,

history 1t re
September throug

So Ig
where 1t"s on a
1st onward. Ths

MR.

be picking that

that Amendment

43

pople landing three fish or two
I would like to see a more
gibution over the course of the
ven though June-July-August gets
ta, those harvesters are still
1 September and October, whereas
and we know from
ally picks up i1n September,
h November.

bking at prices once again, | see
constant increase from September
ink you.
MCHALE: and we"ll

Thanks, Ray,

up later this morning as part of

13 discussion because that falls

right at that alllocation bin.

MR. B

MR. T

data because 1t

intuitive naturdg

COoy

(202) 234-4433

BROOKS:  Scott.

AYLOR: I really appreciate this

kind of goes against what my

2 was, and | was speaking to Tom
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sidebar about t
happens, where
pricing. 1 Kind
of a unique sit
producers, but w
SO0 we understand

That)
Iimportant takeaw;
utilize the quot
under Magnuson,
market because t
really drives t
supply are the
catching.

Which
the fall when tf
are coming off
content and the
value. Whereas

to be a little

quite gotten, ydg
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ypically the June opening that
e anticipate a big drop in the
of find myself in a little bit
uation because not only are we
e"re also dealers for the fish,
the market dynamic.

that -- 1 think that the most
ay from this is how best to fully
a, as what we"re mandated to do
and not to be so concerned about
here is so much viability. What

he pricing even more than the

guality of the fish that we®"re

Is why you see that generally in
e water gets cold and the fish
of the Grand Banks, higher fat

fish generally have a higher
In the spring, that the fish tend
bit more migratory and haven®t
I know, as fat.
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And

from this i1s to

45

50 that |1

]

just -- the takeaway

-— as Tom put i1t, 1t"s awfully

difficult for the agency to really affect the

market price of

the fish, that, you know, there®s

just so many diffferent things that come into it,

weather and what the catch rates and what the

actual

to be landed.

condition| of the fish are that are going

It agplies a little differently to the

longline fTleet,
down with that.
slide referring
to me from this

to this a litt

estimated number

IS this because
estimating numbe
PLL side of th
problem with th:
that"s going on

what we"re requi

COoy

(202) 234-4433

but 1*m not going to get bogged
But 1 do have a question on the
to the dead discard. It appears
slide, and maybe you could speak
that we"re still

le bit, using

s on dead discards, and that --
-— 1 mean clearly if we"re still
s having to do anything with the
e Tleet, 1 have a fundamental
At, with the amount of oversight
in terms of the monitoring and
red to do, and that as far as the
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are concerned, because any

obviously discafd that we are reporting goes

against

therefore you"rg

the utilized

quota, correct, and

making an allowance for it.

And maybe you could speak to a little

bit Iin terms of

these other fTish

bottom of the commercial

why, you know, | mean are we --
eries like you note here i1n the

handgear, dead discard

Is under review |for quality control.

Maybe
what®s going iInt
not you®re stiljl
our quota.

MR. M

methodology iIs ¢

you could speak a little bit to
o these numbers, and whether or

using an extrapolation off of
The

CHALE: So you“"re right.

onsistent both from what as far

as estimating, caglculating the dead discards pre-

Amendment 7 and

post-Amendment 7. I think we

were pretty tranpsparent that that would be in

place for some period of time.

As wsg

program and the

COUR

(202) 234-4433

were kind of bringing up the 1BQ

electronic monitoring program,
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they kind of run
of time, to ther
than the other.
from a potential

model .
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those 1n parallel for some period
inform a decision is one better
So essentially you move away

extrapolation model to a census

And We"re currently not quite there

yet. | mean ob\
members around
centric, realize
there are still
them, and discan
you accurately c
the conditions Yy
1It"s the bluefir
water at the siq
it dead? An(
challenges.
The

particular item

the methodology,

heading into Ame

COoy

(202) 234-4433

iously you, as well as the other
the table that are longline-
that the cameras are there. But
challenges that come along with
] events are one, is that how do
alculate, you know, especially in
jou may be operating in, of okay
and 1t"s being discarded in the
le, you know. Is that alive, 1s

] so those continue to pose

bne, not Jjust the one but a

that 1 find very encouraging is
that we®"re using as we were

ndment 7 that we"re showing 200,
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300 percent of ¢
changed, and now
tons.

So 1t
longline fTishery
understanding th
with that, it"s
you know, the ps
way. So with t
you have an appl
It pre and post,|

That
working with th
refine, you knoy
Is being used ang
But currently we
as 1t goes to
discards we s
information th

referencing both

side.

COoy
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Self-admi

/|

¢

U
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iscards. The methodology hasn®t

we"re down to tens of metrics of

really does demonstrate what the
has done with the program, and
> challenges that have come along
almost a non-issue. It"s now,
ndulum®s almost swung the other

1e methodology being consistent,

2—to-apple comparison to speak to

doesn"t mean that we won"t be

> science center, of trying to

, how the electronic monitoring
Is there more certainty in that.

"re not quite there yet. As far

say the handgear fishery and

have the self-reported

it Steve was jJust Kkind of

on the recreational and handgear

ttedly we do have challenges with
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that.

1"ve

report lengths inp a number counts.

sudden they“re

trip. But yet }
that"s 89 1nch
challenges that

education, as we
iIt"s self-repor

validating mech

{1J

fold in that Inf

But we tally

accounted for wi
-- there®s not 3§
even though thog
that sector of t
MR.
Let"s get a fTew

probably hand it

Greg, David, DeH

MR.
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consistently seen individuals
So all of the

releasing 89 bluefin tuna on a

'ou see one fish that"s retained
RS | So there"s some design
we have there as fTar as

1 as just the challenges that if

ted and you don"t have the

inism, how you then, you know,

brmation.

it and you know, 1it"s

thin the quota as well. So it"s

pass being given, if you will,

e challenges pose themselves in
he Tishery.

BROOKS : Thanks. All right.

more people in, and then we"ll

off to you, Tom. Let"s go to

ey, and Mike.

AYER: 1 was looking at Slide 19
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and 20, where yol

reporting, and one of the things that 1

with the Fishery
fall and iIn Feb
down. There"s 4
boats 1n the Fis|
said you had beer
non-compliance.

well,
and 1 didn"t 1
reporting, my VT
couldn®t go fTish

General category

iIT —— 1 know 1 pg
I catch them. T

I kng
access in the Tj
type of penalty|
IT you don"t rep
allowed to go Ti

you

COUR
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look at all
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1"re talking about compliance and
look at
, where the landings go up iIn the
ruary also, where the prices go

lot of participation, a lot of
lery, and what my question Is you
1 in court, issuing summonses for

if I was a longline fisherman
eport, didn"t do my mandatory
R, my log book, you"d tell me I
ing. Now why can®"t we hold the
to the same standards? Part of
rsonally report all my fish when
here"s a lot of guys that don-t.
pw we really can"t do Hlimited
shery, but there should be some

other than maybe just a fine.
ort your fish, why is it you“re
You know,

shing the next day?

this data. You can see the
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percentage of Ti

You K
IT there"s a Tig}
no report frg
retroactively gg
him a summons and
So that"s the oj
the compliance 1

MR. F

topics to be take

David.

MR.
clarifications.
summer and Tal

between June, Ju
the season. So

and the way that

51

sh that are reported.

now what fish are getting sold.
1 that®"s getting sold and there"s
m the fisherman, you could
to him, issue him a letter, give
, you know, some kind of penalty.
e thing 1 was looking at, just
N reporting.

BROOKS:

And again, definitely

n up later this morning for sure.
kind of

SCHALIT: This 1is

The quota from June for the
I 1s basically divided 50-50
ly, and August and the balance of
the essential difference is --

plays out i1s that we have heavier

landings in the |fall.

So it

have less quota

that"s one point.

gives one the Impression that we
in the fall, but we don"t. So

The other point 1 wanted to
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mention has to do with -- It came up at a meeting

a few weeks ago,
volume dealers
normally talk tg

And 1
the pricing, th
look at that reg
September, the p
The commonly he

fish are iIn the

where we had two of our highest
in attendance, guys who don"t
each other by the way.

fhe i1ssue came up of what about
@ question of pricing? If you
il ly good chart, you can see that
rices are depressed in September.
Jd view is that the longer the

water foraging in the region, the

more fat content| and oil content they will have,

and therefore th
But
intuitive problg
should be gettin
the fall, we"re
that? It"s ve
Labor Day, accol
are our highesi

market contracts

sell as much fis

COoy

(202) 234-4433

e more value they will have.

it's this kind of counter-

m here. When iIn actual fact we

g higher prices for these fish iIn
not. And what is the reason for
ry simple. It"s because after
nding to these fish dealers, who
I volume dealers, the domestic
5. It gets smaller. You can"t
h into the domestic market.
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And then in Japan, we have a different
situation. Yoy have -- the Australians are
usually deliverfing fTish 1In August or through

August and early September.

the same.

The J
of Japan are fin
same time, and 1
being landed, ar

starting let"s

course you have
to Japan, and
fish to Japan a
So 1
just a tremendod
last year for e
the Australians
It"s amazing wh
IS -- where we
opportunities T
Iinverse i1s what?

COoy

(202) 234-4433

The New Zealanders

apanese purse seiners In the Sea
Ishing up their season around the
then the Omori Province fish are
@ starting to be landed regularly
say 1In September, and then of
he Canadians beginning to export
hey export nearly all of their
some point iIn September.
n the Japanese market, there"s
s amount of product. | remember
xample, we had one day in which

landed nearly 1,000 bluefin.

2N you think about it. So this

would think that we would have

or higher prices, actually the

s taking place.
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And Tt
that 1t°s a K
appreciate getti
MR.

Dewey.

MR.

—_

L
have a question
pelagic longline
for them dead dj
them back over?
that"s $90,000
industry, $5 a g
But |
paper and accour
we have to dead
tag the fish whe
It"s under-sized
Jjust don"t under

MR.

v
boils down to i

size establishe(

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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his iIs nothing new. It"s just

ind of clarification that we
ng from the fish dealers.
thanks.

BROOKS: Interesting,

EMILRIGHT: Yeah, thank you. |
about the dead discards for the
industry. |If we have to account
scards, why do we have to throw
That equals at $4 a pound,
that could be going iInto the
pund is $113. ..
T we"re accounting for them on
ting for them with ICCAT, why do
discard them, since we have to
n 1t comes to the dock, even if
or whatever. That"s just -- 1
stand that.
CHALE: So basically what that
5 there i1s a commercial minimum

1 in the U.S. Tfishery of 73
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inches. So if

panel want to e

Amendment 13, t
there.

Like
wise, even thoug
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that"s something that we as a
mtertain and address as part of
hat would be something to raise
if all of a sudden, regulatory-

jh there®s individual quotas, we

still maintain that minimum size fish and really

delineated what
what Is a commer
pretty aware ar
minimum sizes ar

ICCAT member Fis

is a recreational fish versus

cial fish. Now I think we"re all
ound the table that those same
en"t applied across all the other

heries.

So iffl that"s something that we want to

entertain and ta
open to that dig
this 10.3 metri
than 73 inch
regulations are

medium oOr gian

required to be n

IT 1t s alive,

COoy

(202) 234-4433

hke on, | mean we"re open, we-"re

cussion, because ultimately what

¢ tons 1s, 1S undersized, less

fish, because the way the

set up, If there i1s a dead large,
I that"s coming boatside, 1it"s
etained.

large, medium or giant
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it"s to the vessel operator®s

discretion of whether or not they want to take

that fish. So t

MR.

hat"s the long and short of it.

EMILRIGHT: I"m sure we"ve got

plenty of other |fish to fry, but it just don"t -

- 1t"s dead,

to me that

that the U.S. 1B

rest of the wor
that fish. We™r
going to put it

It"s
shouldn®t be pen
thereabouts aver
know, to help |
mess, the state
now.

MR. B

MR.
Pierdinock. Bra

the fact that 20

COUR

(202) 234-4433

It"s going overboard.

ifT you®"re accounting for

It looks like
iIt, given
like the poster child for the
Id, we"re going to account for
e going to keep the fish, we"re
into the marketplace.

getting accounted for. You
alized. I mean that"s $100,000
age that i1t could be going, you
'he i1ndustry survive given the
of affairs that we"re in right
ROOKS: Mike.

P1ERDINOCK: Thank you, Mike

d, part of the frustration iIs Is

18, only 74 percent of the quota
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was used,
and down the coaf
that 1s a rea
frustration of n
woods from Massa
When

June, July and |
fish per day, Ig
was at one, you"(
So 1n addition,
heard this befol
have bluefin. W
cod possession W
The

fishery open dy
critical to ever
on. There®s naqj
off, there®s not
want to mention
That?

That ¢

reality.
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and then we had seasonal closures up

st. That 1s not a misperception;

lity, and that Uleads to the
any, you know, up my neck of the
chusetts on north.

we look at the fact that from
August there®"s 83 days at three
gically it would dictate i1f that
| fish that whole period of time.
*d like to point out that you®ve
re, and in New England we only
> have no other options, and with
e even have fewer opportunities.
the

criticalness of Kkeeping

Iring that period of time 1is

ybody. The bluefin tuna bite"s
f a boat at the dock. IT it"s
a boat leaving the dock. 1 also

the Trophy closures.
s not a misperception, that"s a

losure occurs in July or August.
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We never have
result of the fi
there"s a lot g
have popped up i

Then
from a recreatig
General categon
open, and they"y
result of closur
be closed. SO
that"s a reality

This
your present sch
the quota. You
when you start w
the other side
and go to three,
you"re at least
and go to three

and keep i1t open

MR.

)

COUR
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that opportunity up north as a

shery being In such sound shape,

T bluefin tuna tournaments that

n Massachusetts on North.

they have to deal with closures
nal standpoint, or they use the
y charter/headboat to keep it
e had closures too. Well, as a
es, the tournaments have had to

that 1s not a misperception,

Is the difficult we have. Under
eme, you only use 74 percent of
continued to have closures, and
ith three and don"t take 1t from
f the fence and start with one
then we look at that and say if
conservative and start with one
, you can manage i1t accordingly
during that period of time.

ROOKS: So obviously something
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we can talk mor¢
Brad, I just do
of observation

quotas and the ¢

MR.

—

will get into ti

clear. The cong

heard and acknow

see it at Liddy
place. 1 see it
whether i1t"s at
in my office.
The
specifically tal
at a one Tish
compromising opf
data doesn"t pla
doesn"t mean thg
because i1t"s an
As yQ

brought this sug

COoy

(202) 234-4433

»

(

¢

b

|

=

pjortunities

59

about later this morning. But
vant to see 1T you have any sort
bn the relationship between the
losures.
CHALE: Sure, yeah. So and we
Is, because let me be perfectly
2rns that we"re hearing are being
ledged. 1 see it In the data, |

and Gloucester. I see i1t take
in all the conversations | have,

a grocery store or on the phone

misperception that | am

King to Mike is that starting off
limit in June and July 1is

in the fall, and the

/ that out. It just doesn"t. It
t the concern i1s not legitimate,
allocation i1ssue.

) mentioned, you know, and you®ve

gestion up before, is well start

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

conservative and
the graph that §
the patterns in

overly conserva
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then bump 1t up. The trends and
are showing now just shows that
the fishery don®"t warrant going

tive right out of the gate,

because that"s when the catch rates iIn the entire

season are the 1

So 1
counterbalance.
of experiencing
my desire to hay
fishery. I undg

on the industry.

It has on my staff.

not new to me.

But S(
natural resource
are challenges
collectively. H
the discussion a
do we start to

transitioning T
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pwest.
nat*s where you can get this
But again the points you raise
mid-season closures. It"s not
e any sort of disruption in the
crstand the implications it has
It understand the implications
I understand all that. It"s
This isn®"t my Ffirst rodeo.
pmetimes when you"re dealing with
s and especially bluefin, there
that are opposed to all of us
ence why I1*m looking forward to
little later this morning of how
tackle this, because we are
pom where we"re at and those kind
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of mid-2000"s ofj
was Tive Tish.
limits.

But

have enough to

ultimately how do we tackle that.

open to all that

MR. BROOKS:

you want to -- |
this point? Yea

MR. K
your staff, esf
September
weathermen don*t
we"ve often said
to 20, add the ty
going to get fon

So 1 (
your office to Q
weather predict

rather just see §
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openfing.
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when these weren®t concerns. It
Increase the -- take off all
e"re transitioning into we don"t
fully spread around, and so
And we"re wide
. That"s not lost on us.
Thanks. Raymond, did
Ray, did you want to jump in on
h please.
Yes Brad.

ANE : I thank you and

ecially when 1t comes to the

But even though our
get the weather right, you know,
as Tishermen 1T they"re given 10
o0 numbers and that"s what you"re
wind for the day.

lon®"t think i1t"s advantageous for
e opening and closing seasons on
jons, and the Tfishermen would
AN opening say on October 1st for
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October 1st. |
a good job of sy
brings us back t
you get the infg
a decision.

But t
to pick opening
beyond. Thank y

MR. B
do want to get
either one of yg
IT not, we"ll g
ahead.

MR. T
second slide rea
about allocation
in 2018, and |1
baseline quota
exceeded by -- 1
IS that c(

qguota;

right?
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know Tom and your staff, they do
mmarizing what was caught, which
o compliance issue. The sooner

rmation, the sooner you can make

0 belabor your staff with trying
days for weather, that"s beyond
DU -
ROOKS: I see two more cards. |1
to Tom, so Scott and David, if
U can take a pass, 111 let you.
» to Tom. Can you -- Scott, go
AYLOR: I just want to go to the
I quick as long as we"re talking
of gquota, that it appears that
that the

guess | missed this,

for the General -category was

. was 141 percent of the adjusted

)rrect? Am I reading that number
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I jug
looking at this
that would have
and 4,200 fish |

category that wg

63

5t wanted to note that if I™m
correctly, there was 4,200 fish

landed in the General category,

fhat were landed in the Angling

1S under-utilized, and 468 Tfish

that was in the gotal of the U.S. longline fleet,

and that 1 just
level of scrutin
that number off
minimal the baseg
much focus has |

longline fTleet,

want to make the point that the
y that we get how insignificant

landings really 1is, and how
line quota has been, but yet how
peen on, you know, given to the

that clearly some of these other

user groups can |fully utilize.

But 3§
we wind up exce
that by design
there was reservg
1t available for
(Off
MR. T
nice

have been
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quick question, which is how did

eding the baseline quota? Was

on the General category where

» category available and you made
them to catch?
mic comment.)

AYLOR: So my comment is it would

iT we could have had some
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opportunity theg
encouraged to ¢
that later, 1 gy
MR. §
study two years
on how bag Iim
found was that
but we were surp
between a three
limit, let"s say

cadence of land

perhaps no more

Ity
time, 1t might
days. In othe

higher bag limi1
shorten the seas
by any significs

So bt

reference to 1S

64

re to have -- to have been
atch 1t, and we can talk about
ess, when we -- thank you.

CHALIT: Real quick. ABTA did a

in a row on the difference In --

fts affects landings. What we
it seems a little bit strange,
rised to find that the difference
Fish bag limit or a two fish bag
| specifically with regard to the
Iings during July and August was
than a day of fishing.~

ou went for a longer period of
turn into two or possibly three

1 words, the 1i1dea being that a
[ doesn®"t necessarily -- doesn®t
on overall by anything of any --
InNt degree.
|t what 1 think Brad was making

the fact that when we have a

starting bag limit of let"s say two or iIn this

COoy

(202) 234-4433

NEAL R. GROSS
RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

case three fish

don"t think that
a starting bag
that"s going to

1 thi
about having a h

fish bag limit (
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per day, we"re not looking -- |
-- the way we see it i1s that"s
limit. That®"s not something
stay on the books for very long.
nk we learned our lesson in 2017
igher bag limit. We had a four

ntil August 4th 1 believe. That

will, you know, [there will be a cumulative effect

that you"ll see (
so significant aj
problem here is {1
kinds of heavy
since 2016, ther

slow 1t down.

Unfortunately 1

conclusion that
don*t have enough
and i1t"s strange
the only tool we
fishery down, an

job at it.
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) higher landings. But it"s not
5 we would think, and 1 think the
hat -- 1Is that when we have these
landings that we®ve experienced
2"s not a whole lot we can do to

think that the

we come to at ABTA i1s we just
1 quota. That"s the bottom line,

But bag limits are really, are
have available to us to slow the

d 1t doesn"t even do that good a
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MR
right. Thanks
comments. | thi

number of Issues|
all yours for th

(Paus

MR. WARREN:

HMS Gloucester.
draft Three |
bluefin quota prg
a brief overview
the highlights
interested, |1 er
document.

Most
previously avai I
all. We have
document in resp(
specifically iy

suggestions reg

analyses.
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from this document.

gncluded new

66

BROOKS: Thanks David. All

Brad, and thanks for the good
nk 1t"s set us up nicely for the
we" 1l be chewing on later. Tom,
e Three Year Review.
e.)
Thank you. Tom Warren,
We have recently released the
ear Review of the 1individual
pgram.  1°11 be presenting to you
synopsis essentially of some of
IT you"re

courage you to dig into the full

of this 1iInformation has been

able and presented in part to you

information iIn the

bnse to some of your suggestions,

response to some of the

arding some of the revenue
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Brief

response to the
that requires
programs. The
describe and a
program during
operation, and
period of three

We h

relevant inform

evaluation of the

bottom line qus
degree the obje
been met sincs
ensuring compli
then evaluate th

Most
common elements
wanted to take
spring of 2018,

information. Ir
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a

1J

]

U

n

»

-

«

q

=
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ly, the three year review is In
Magnuson-Stevens Act requirement

| formal review of catch year

purpose of this review 1iIs to

alyze the 1i1mpacts of the 1BQ

its Tfirst three years of

compare that to the baseline
years just prior to.
little bit of

ave 1ncluded a

ition for 2018, as 1t supports

impacts. And so again, the

stion is whether and to what
ctives of the IBQ program have
implementation, as well as

ance with applicable laws, and
e components of the IBQ program.

catch year programs have a lot of

as defined i1n Magnuson, and so we

a look at these also. In the

ve provided you some preliminary

the fall of 2018, we provided a
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draft executive
information iIs &
over i1t somewhat

We re
and then the fing
fall. We don*"t
hope to have tin
you all have tg
provide some mor

Part
log book informa
later
2018, log book ¢

analyses aren"t

include those.

Iin the subsequent year.

68

summary. So again some of this
little redundant, so I will go
swiftly.
cently released a draft document,
1l document will be released this
anticipate a lot of changes. We
e to respond to any suggestions
and also

day or in the future,

e discard information.

bf our challenge is the timing of
tion. It isn"t finalized until
So for example,
ata and some of the dead discard

yet available, but we hope to

Brief
limit the amoun
discards in i
providing stron

owner/operator t

reduce discards;
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ly, the I1BQ program objectives

Lt of bluefin landings and dead

ne pelagic longline fTishery,

g 1i1ncentives for the vessel

0 avoid bluefin interactions and

provide flexibility in the quota
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system to enablg

from other vessg
for bluefin I3
minimize constH
species, essentl
sometimes opposi

Balan
bluefin landings
of optimizing
maintaining prg
balance the a
potential

categories that

impag

69

14

folks to obtain bluefin quota

2ls, and enable fTull accounting

ndings and discards, and yet

aints on Tfishing for target

ally achieve that balance of the
ng objectives.

ce the objective of Ilimiting

and discards with the objective

fishing opportunities and

)Fitability, and then lastly

yailable objectives with the

ts on the directed permit

target bluefin and the broad

objectives of the FMP, basically take a step back

and say okay, ev
specifically in f
Iimpacts broader,
fisheries.

So w
objectives, Objsg
bluefin

landing
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en 1T we"re achieving objectives
the longline fleet, are there any

FMP-wide or on the other bluefin

th respect to evaluation of the

ction No. 1, limit the amount of

s and dead discards. Our
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preliminary cong
achireved, based
The total Dblu
substantially 1
allocated to the

The
declined, as did
landing bluefin
declined,
There were d

interactions on

data, and the p

70

Jusion iIs that this objective was
on many different types of data.

efin catch declined, and 1is
¢ss than the amount of quota
Longline category.

umber of vessels landing bluefin
the percentage of active vessels

. The dead discard numbers

as dpd the rate of dead discards.

ecreased numbers of bluefin
pbserved trips based on observer

joportion of total landings from

the Gulf of Mexico declined.

Addit
patterns, there
of the landings.
the fleet. For
landing no blus
landed more bl

baseline period,

were dead discar

COoy
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ionally, to those more clear-cut
was other changes iIn the dynamics
The distribution changed among

example, there were more vessels

U

ofin at all, yet some vessels

Jefin as they compared to the
which makes sense iIn that these
ds previously that were converted
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into landings.

The §
shifted. In th
during the Tirg
during the 1BQ ||
all year long, w
were increased |

Lookd
the blue repreq

represents Gulf

discard estimatg

71

seasonality of bluefin landings
e past, they were concentrated
t six months of the year, and
brogram the general pattern was
ith a peak In the summer. There
andings from the NED.

ng at some of the specific data,
sents  Atlantic and the orange
of Mexico. These are dead

s using observer logbook data,

and as Brad mentioned the same methodology pre-

A7 as to post A]
reduction in tot
The n

decreased. Thes

per 1,000 hooks|

during the IBQ p#
dead discards.
This

including the |1
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f, and you can see the dramatic
al dead discards.

ate of dead discards similarly
e are the number of dead discards
So again 2015, "16 and *"17

riod, a reduction iIn the rate of

graph depicts total catch,

andings and the dead discards.
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However, not iIng
IS In the blue [
the orange. So
did iIncrease as
of Tactors. C
allocation to
another factor w
But o
that although th
total catch 1is
baseline period,
of the quota.
This
catch, and repre
overall the land

baseline period

period in 2015 ay

72

luding the NED. The total catch
ars and the adjusted quota i1s iIn
you can see although the quarter
of 2015, as a result of a couple
ne was a change 1In the quota
the Longline category. Also
as an ICCAT increase.

verall, the take-home picture is
e quota increased, the level of
dramatically reduced from the

and remains well below the level

slide shows inclusion of the NED
sents landings. So you can see
jngs did increase compared to the
in 2017, similar to the baseline

id "16 overall. Now the striking

difference in pjg
NED catch did in

But o
Is the Tig

show,
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ttern with the exception of the
Crease.

ne thing to note, which 1 don"t

shing effort in the NED did not
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decrease. So this

the iIncreasing ¢

This
vessels or the n
as the number of
blue bars, the r
and A7 there®s 3
vessels. Simil
number of vesse
more telling is
percentage of &
bluefin, there
baseline period

With
No. 2, provide
similarly this p

objective was 4

is a little les

the previous, 1Iph that you"re quantifying,

know, a response

This
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iIs a different dynamic than
Ffort in the NED.

shows the number of active
umber of vessels fishing, as well
vessels landing bluefin. So the
umber of active vessels. Pre-A7
|| decline In the number of active
arly, there"s a decline in the
s landing bluefin. But perhaps
that comparing, looking at the
ictive vessels that are landing

IS a reduction between the

and the 1BQ period.

respect to evaluating Objective
incentives to avoid bluefin,

reliminary conclusion is that the

chieved. Measuring this metric

J]

3 straightforward than measuring
you
to incentives.

data that we analyze is the same
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data that we ana

bluefin catch deglined.

vessels landin
percentage of
increased, and
seasonality.

So es

incentives? Yes,

1T these metrics
and there were

this behavioral

Objec

in the quota syj
bluefin quota f
enable fTull accq
on the target cg

Agair

that this objec

74

lyzed for Objective No. 1. Total

The percentage of active

0 bluefin declined. The
active vessels no interactions
there"s a change 1In the

sentially did the program provide
based on the conclusion that

changed, vessel behavior changed

in fact incentives that caused
change.
tive No. 3, provide flexibility

Htem to enable vessels to obtain
rom other vessels, In order to
punting and minimize constraints
itch.

), the preliminary conclusion 1is

tive was achieved. There was

robust participation in the 1BQ leasing market.

Every year d

participating i

COoy
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F the program, the  folks

1 the leasing market iIncreased.
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There was a decry
leased IBQ.
A se

provided

L

also

qguota.

regulatory changes.

in-seagon allocations to

75

pase In the average price of the

cond indicator was that NMFS

the vessels,

in an effort to facilitate the leasing of

And then a third type of tool used was

You recall that in the first

year of the progpam, there was annual accounting.

The second two

years, there was trip level

accounting, and then in the fourth year there was

quarterly accou
regulatory chang
In the instances
season, we had t
all shareholderdg
active.

So
means, Tine-tur
allocation to ofg

So he

IBQ leasing prq
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ntability, and also we made

es to provide flexibility where
where we give, allocate quota in
he option to allocate to either
to vessels that are

5 or only

pbasically through regulatory

ing providing Tflexibility and
timize things.
re"s some supporting data on the

jram by year, the Tfirst column
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showing the tot
Increasing nice
leased transactj)
then iIncreasing [
of unique parti
Increasing over
percentage of ag

pattern iIs Incre

The |
course, 1S very
average in the

price for the wq
pound slightly ¢
comparing this 1
pound.

There
price that the Vg
they needed to pd
making species |
covering costs al

of transactions
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First column.
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al pounds. You can see that

ly over time. The number of
ons, 49 iIn the first year and
o between 81 and 85. The number

cipants in the leasing program

time, and then the last column
tive vessels leasing. Also, the
asing over time.

price of the leased quota, of

relevant. This iIs a weighted

You can see the
righted average lease price per
lecreasing trend over time, and

b the average ex-vessel price per

"s a slight delta between the
2ssels were getting and the price
y, but clearly i1t"s not a profit-
fhat are particularly basically
I the end of the day. The number
used to calculate prices listed
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here, as well
transactions.
One &
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as the total number of lease

rea that could use iImprovement is

the data entry omn price per pound, that the vessel

operators put in,

but also if there"s some kind

of agreement between two vessels or they®re 1in

some kind of cogperative, there may not in fact

be any price pe

I pound.

So that®"s a challenge

to note the valug and how that cost dynamic works.

Objec

limiting

objective of

achieving profitability.

tive 4, balance the objective of

landings and dead discards with the

conclusion 1is

partially achiey

There®s some pgsitive signals,

disconcerting si

Annua

stable compared
total annual reyv

period but the

COoy
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optimizing opportunities and

Here, our preliminary
that the objective was only
ed. The data here are mixed.

but also some

gnals.
I total revenue appears to be
to the baseline period. The

enue Is lower during the baseline

pattern, which you®"ll see iIn a
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moment, of decl
stopped and it
that"s, you kn
There®s an incre
from 2015 to 201
does mask some v,
know, who you as
Are
Do you do a lot
how you slice
metrics definit
thirdly, the ave
Is a proxy for ¢

higher than or

essentially due
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ining annual revenue as a whole

s more leveled out now. So

ow, again good news/bad news.
ase In average revenue per vessel
7. But again, using the average
arying trends that depend on, you
K.

ou a large vessel, small vessel?

pf sets In a year? Depending on

Aand dice the data, the revenue

look different. And then

ely
rage trip operating income, which
rofit during the IBQ period, was
equal to the baseline period,

to decreased fuel prices and some

decrease i1n bait| prices.

But
difficult to te
program on the
the fleet becau

many of the fac

COoy
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that being said, 1t 1s very

ase out the i1mpact of the 1IBQ

revenue and the profitability of

se there are, as you'"re aware,

tors, the overall status of the
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fishery, other T
other regulatory
target species §

So c(
regarding profi
trend of declin
under the 1BQ pr
and effort remal
there are ma
contributing.

So he
referred to. A
and "17 is lowe
baseline period,
stabilized and
2016 to 2017.

The
similarly, althg
Is stabilized,

Income revenue

referred to as h

COoy
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1

«

y

!
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1
i
(
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(

.

1

«

L

D

I

«

=

MINUS expenses.
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ictors such as swordfish imports,
impacts such as closed area and

vailability.

ntinuing on with this objective

fability, there*s a long term

ng Ffishing effort that did slow
)gram, and although total revenue
1s lower than the baseline years,

factors that are

y,  many

re"s the average revenue that |

yain, the level during "15, "16

during the IBQ period than the

but the good news is well, 1t"s

aictually increased from 2015 to

rotal revenue from PLL vessels

ugh lower during the I1BQ period

and this 1s the trip operating

This is what 1

ving a positive trend during the
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IBQ period, dueg
costs.

The |
been downward (¢

during the last

I

interesting to §
show with respecqt
out or is it iIn
again, interest]

to.

So Opjective No. 5.

objective where
the 1mpact of thg
potential Tishe
recall that in t
the Longline (¢
overshot i1ts qug
dead discards.
Becal
ICCAT internatid
quota, basically
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to lower fuel costs and bait
Fishing effort trend again has
)wverall, but arguably stabilized
couple of years, and it would be
jee what the 2018 log book data
I to this trend. Has i1t bottomed
fact maybe even increasing? So
ng information to look forward
This 1s the
we take a step back and look at
> IBQ program as a whole on other
ries and objectives. You©ll
he past before the IBQ program,
rategory vastly over-exceeded,
pta due to the large number of
se the U.S. 1Is required at the
nal level so account for all this
we"re able to do the math and
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account for i1t b
are under-harves§
spillover impact

other quota catg

case, so the Lai
these other cats

The
occurred to th
reserve occurreg
transfers to |
category. So b:
the categories
category quota di
any adverse 1mpa

There
dealers. 1°m ng@
this, but the
bluefin from lon
top dealers hang

they had before

on there in conj
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rcause the other quota categories

ted. But 1t was an impact, a
of the Longline category on the
This

gories. iIs no longer the

ngline category does not impact
gories as it had previously.

in season allocations that
e Longline category from the
in conjunction with the reserve
'he Harpoon and the General
asically, the premise being all
had their shot at the Reserve

Iring the year, and there weren-t

cts there.
were some impacts on the
t sure exactly how to interpret

number of dealers purchasing
gline vessels declined, but the
iled actually more bluefin than
So there®s some dynamic going
unction with the program.
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And then switching gears,

are we talking
objectives, but
okay, the standg
share program
program itself w
metrics looking
rules, eligibil

accumulation cap{

82

no longer
about the specific IBQ program
taking a step back to look at
ardized Magnuson-Stevens catch
components, basically how the
s put together. How were these
: allocations, accountability
jty, catch and sustainability,

5, data collection and reporting,

duration, new e
and cost recover
So 0

1trants, auctions and royalties
Y -
ith respect to allocations,

vessels were ab
using a combinat
1BQ. Essential
being allocated
aspect was achisg

The t

sufficient to

contributed to

e to account for bluefin catch
on of the allocations and leased
y, that objective of a vessel
nd accounting for bluefin, that
ed.

tal amount of IBQ allocation was
ccount fTor bluefin catch, and

he function of the IBQ market,

yet there are still some concerns regarding the
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specific dynami
early iIn the seg
The
medium or  hig
shareholder is
defined amounts
say that well, t
between a vessel
The a
this by looking
did a high tier
what were the pn
dice the data,
were a high tier
And
allocations of
design principly
were -- the objs
for bluefin cat

vessels a, you

quota and becomg
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cs of the availability of 1BQ
iIson and how that works.
amount of

IBQ allocation, low,

jh  tier. Essentially each
allocated one of three distinct
That did matter. You couldn®t
here wasn"t really any difference
in the high tier versus low tier.
mount did matter, and we measured
at the tier basis, how much quota
vessel have. How much landings,
pportions, and kind of slice and
and yes, it matters whether you
vessel or a low tier vessel.

nne particular aspect about the
Amendment 7 had a

mote is that

1D}

5 that bluefin tuna allocations
ctive is specifically to account

inactive

)
7

h. It wasn"t to give

know, a rainy day fund to lease

an armchair captain.
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The (
quota was to be
account for the
incentive. Give

were inactive, €

eligible provide(
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jesign principle was that this
allocated to vessels to use, to
r bluefin, and also serve as an
n the number of shareholders that

ssentially shareholders who were

1 bluefin quota but did not fish.

We can"t say that this design objective was fully

achreved.

And §
typically are foj
design has been
allocation using
type of allocat
be a good fit
which

bluefin,

design a progran

similarly, catch share programs
- target species, and the typical

based on historical landings
a formula, and 1t"s a tiered
on. This design may or may not
for a bycatch species such as
iIs highly variable and you can

based on historical catch.

It may or may not have any relevance

to what 1s happer]
quota and who"s
divorced from t

And then again,
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1ing on the water. Who"s needing

running into the bluefin may be

he past and allocation scheme.
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that were Inacti)
vessels, a simpl
and such an alld
7, but may be ri

Conti
accountability,
different accouy
annual basis vess
bluefin. So basg
debt and balance

Wheth
for bluefin on |
was In the case
and under Yea
accountability t
of a balance.
pay the quota de
their own time |l

trip level basig

And

[alY

conclusion i1s th
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ye and the total number of active
er allocation may be warranted,
cation was analyzed in Amendment
pbe for future consideration.

the individual

nuing with

as | mentioned before, we had

itability rules, whether on an
s5els were required to account for
sically you could fish in quota
the books at the end of the year.
er you were required to account
an individual trip basis, which
of Year 2 and 3 of the program,
r 4 there"s been quarterly
hat the hope was to provide kind
vessels can have flexibility to
bt and obtain leased quota under
ine. They weren®t forced to a

it this stage, the preliminary

at quarterly accountability kind
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incentives and
flexibility for
and then resolve
or when they can
1BQ.
The s
basically defini
eligible to rece
formula, this |
eligible vessels
of active vessel
could use some w
The
appear to have
because there wel
six vessels, the
shares. IT thery
shares who were

make the argumer

the pool of vesg
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s that balance of providing
accountability, yet providing
operators to go into quota debt
it when their cash flow i1s better

achieve a better price for the

hareholder eligibility criteria,
ng the pool of which vessels were
ive quota under the Amendment 7
in a

resulted larger pool of

, shareholders, then the number
5. And so that, as |1 mentioned,
ork.
eligibility criteria didn"t
been excessively restrictive,
re basically only a small number,
y were active, that did not have
> was more active vessels without
forced to lease quota, you can
t well, we didn*"t really capture
els who wanted to participate.
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We d
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d capture the vessels that were

intending to participate iIn the Tfishery. And
then how am I dajing for time?

MR. BROOKS: You"re good.

MR. ||WARREN: Okay . So data
collection, reporting, monitoring and

enforcement.

Amendment 7 was
bluefin iInput at
the year with thg

and found to conm

different, we
dealer database
So ol

aspect was S

As a whole, this aspect of

solid. IBQ records on landed

the dealer were compared during
» dealer records, non-1BQ records
pbare favorably. Where they were
nput that data 1in either the
pr the 1BQ database.

r conclusion was that but this

plid. The  VMS reporting

requirements, the compliance with those increased

over time based (
data or the logbg
2018, we made 1
system whereby tH
linked into the
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n either looking at the landings
pok data. And then the -- during
provements to the VMS reporting
e VMS reports were automatically
IBQ program.
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vessel 1In basi
accounted for

lastly, the elegq
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ead discards reported by the

cally real time fashion were

n the 1BQ program. And then

ctronic monitoring program also

was a success in being able to analyze bluefin

interactions on [poard and compare that to the VMS

data, and compan
The E
that 1t was |
functioning of
preclude any ves
did slow down s(
but wailvers
successftully wit
planned trips.
The
preclude new en
barriers. There
said, they were

entities, essent

permits and ves
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were

ed favorably.
M program didn®"t as a whole show
successtul

n problem to the

vessel operations. We didn"t
sels from taking any trips. We
yme trips in a couple of cases,
issued and we worked

n folks to enable them to execute

BQ program did not appear to
trants or present unreasonable
were six active vessels. As |
not shareholders, and five new
jally five new owners of longline

s5sels who were active iIn the
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fishery. They

Base
costs of a longl
permit 1Is more of
to entry than ig
has incurred the
program,
served as a barr

Last

under Magnuson.

89

ere able to enter the fishery.

on anecdotal evidence and the
ne permit, the cost of a longline
[ a deterrent to entry or barrier
the IBQ program. To date, NMFS

cost for installation of the EM

so thag aspect of the program has not

ier to the entrance.

but not Ileast, cost recovery

There was a requirement to

recover the i1ncremental costs of a catch share

program. Essey
charge the i1ndus
catch, 1i1n ordf
administrative d

With

fishery, the ex{
In part because
of the relativel
maximum amount of
low,

especial ly
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itially NMFS is authorized to

try a certain percentage of the

'r to recoup some of NMFS*

Dsts.

respect to the bluefin bycatch
vessel value is relatively low,
of the price and In part because

y low landings. Therefore, the

F recoverable costs is relatively

y since Magnuson caps this
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vessel value.

So t
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at three percent of the ex-

nree percent of the ex-vessel

value is a relagively low number, and therefore

a cost recovery|
value. There"s
ex-vessel value
that would basid
SO n
hearing from yol
the next month
document up. P
there any data w
find useful,
preliminary con
we"ve presented |
Agair
little bit of |
months as i1t ar

for finalizatiorn

MR. B
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(

D]

i

(

q

§

[alY

(

1

=

program may not yield any net
costs to NMFS both to monitor the
and to implement such a program,
ally, you know, yield no value.

Xt steps. We look forward to
this morning, but then also iIn

br so while we"re wrapping this

articularly 1°d like to hear is
2 got wrong. What data you might
and do our conclusions, our

clusions follow from the data

, we"re going to Iincorporate a

ew data in the next couple of

rives, and then our target data

IS September. So thank you.

ROOKS: Great. Thanks, Tom. We
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have about 10 mj
us at 10-15, bec
time for a full
get a couple of
your comments or
Does any of the
square? Let"s ji
So we"ll

here.

MR.

——

1
thought it was {
been
or maybe two, 1
vessel? 1 just

vessels out thern

- what 1s the d¢g

y*all’s criterigf

MR. W

VMS 1nformation g

that bluefin sef report.

term, we rely ¢

submitting log bg
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incurred sjince 2015.
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nutes for this, and 1 will clip
ause | want to make sure we have

conversation on Al13. So let me

folks i1n the queue, and again
, you know, did he get it right?
conclusions not

data look off,

st work our way around the table
start with you, Dewey.

EMILRIGHT: Yeah thank you. I

A good presentation. Lots have

One question | have

s what 1s defined as an active

-— 1t seems like there®"s less

> than the 85. You know is 1t -

termination of a vessel? What"s

?

ARREN: In the short term we use

F vessels reporting through VMS,

But then in a longer

n the log book data, a vessel

pok data indicating they"re using
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pelagic longline
And
trip 1n the ye

active vessel.
MR. H
--—and 1 don"t I
maybe look at &
active vessel?
know. Through
because 1Tt you
you"re going td

fishing, you dor

a so-called Courn

L

)

l
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gear.

ould 1t be -- 1t could be one

ar . We would count that as an

EMILRIGHT:  Is there any way that
ave the answer, in the future to

little heavier criteria of an
I"m just trying to think, you
MS 1s probably more the route,
"re pelagic longline Tfishing,
have a VMS. IT you"re mahi
"t have to have a VMS if you"re

cil boat.

So maybe just look at the VMS per se

and just get an
know we have tr;
know, from down

by regions of wi

because we have

that"s, you know

stuff like that|
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’

1

D

=

idea, and maybe also if 1t -- 1
veling vessels that travel, you
to the Gulf. But somehow put It
o"s left is kind of an iInsight,

a very active longline fTleet

., a lot of boats are for sale and
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just to give a
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Ist maybe a perspective of area,

clearer picture. But thank you

for your presentation.

MR. B
got siIX more pf4

minutes. So if

MR. WEISS:

were several pl
you made referel
and 1 think in ¢
you"d have to be
bycatch than wha
Thereg
you iIndicated
bycatch. If it
bycatch under th
-— 1 ask you to
have gotten ag

pelagic longlin

BROOKS:  Thanks, Dewey, and 1"ve

fople to get iIn iIn about eight
folks could be focused. Alan.

Thank you. Tom, there

aces 1In your presentation where
nce to the bluefin tuna bycatch,
nrder to refer to it as bycatch,

using a different definition of

t*s In the Magnuson Act.

' was one slide where you -- where
the ex-vessel value of landed

was landed and sold, i1t wasn"t
e definition In Magnuson. So I™m

reconsider that. 1 guess people

customed to referring to the

D

2 catch of bluefin as bycatch,

because that"s what 1t was before Amendment 7.

The |
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purpose of Amendment 7 obviously
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was to eliminate
and 1t"s been Vg
It"s —— 1t"s lar
bycatch fishery
MR. B
MR. T
Slide 25, and 1 §
what Alan said,
from that that S
considerations
that maintains
interactions wit
Is th
legally authorif
retain. It has
we need to take &
that"s suffering
reciting Magnusg
indus|t

then this

that some of th

94

the bycatch as much as possible,
2ry successful in doing that. So

gely and for the most part not a

anymore .
ROOKS: Thanks. Scott.
AYLOR: I want to refer you to

vant to elaborate a little bit on
and I want to read a sentence
ums up the whole problem. *'Such

nclude an accountability system

strong i1ncentives to avoid
h bluefin.”
at what we"re doing? This iIs a

red Tish for us to catch and
value for us as an iIndustry, and
hard look at that in an industry
on all levels, because without
n again, and if I was hanging and
'ry had the financial resources

e NGOs have, | think that that

woulld make a preftty good legal argument that this
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agency has not t

allow this longl

of this legally ¢
iIs being utili}
causing us Tinar

And t
that refers to
longline fTleet,
average are worj
the average is Ty
groups that can
we"ve created by
this quota into
actively TfTishing

financial resour

precluded someti

95

aken into consideration to fully
jne fleet, to recognize the value
luthorized valuable resource that
red by other user groups and
cial harm as an exclusion.
hat 1f you go to the other slide
the ex-vessel value fTor the
the reason that those fish as an
'h substantially less than what
or the rest of all the other user
sell them, is essentially what
putting a substantial amount of
the hands of people that are not
y, and the mind set and the
ces of the individuals that are

mes from buying quota because of

the difference in the value of what the ex-vessel

value 1s, and th
It"s because thd
We*ve

that we"ve creda
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e market value of the fish, that
se fish are primarily dead fish.
talked about this before, 1is

ted an environment iIn which we
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can"t recognize

because the only thing we"re retaining
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the value out of this resource,

is the

dead fish and legving 50 percent of the quota and

really more than

in terms of the

that on the table, particularly

fact that originally under A7,

you set the pursg seine quota up as the only place

that could be ut

So
resource, there
there that"s bel

MR. B

MR.

PPN
\JJ

i1t talks about t}
longline Tfleet
should i1ndicate
bottoming out ai
revenue that it

I med
you know, we"Vg
about ten per

implemented, and
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F that was a fTully

ilized by the longline fleet.
utilized

IS a substantial amount of value

ng left on the table.

ROOKS: Thanks Scott. Marty.

CANLON: Yes, and in Slide 16,

le average revenue of the pelagic

there, and | think what that

to us 1s that that"s the fleet

I the revenue, at the level of

takes to maintain these vessels.
n you see here now that we"ve,
2 been contracting at a rate of

cent a year since A7 was

of course now at ten percent,
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we"re losing les

number®s getting
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s and less vessels because that

smaller and smaller. So I think

that we need to [look at that, as that"s basically

the bottom line}
below that, and

Like
stabilize this T
some extent, we
that revenue ove
about sets, and
multiple sets wel

know, broken dow

type of deal.

there.

So th
there. 1 have @
that there. In |

six vessels that
they had no quot

with the amount [

longline categofry especially
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We cannot allow that to drop
iIf we go --
Scott says, if we"re going to
Jeet and revitalize this Tleet to
need to find a way to increase
rall. In Slide 20 there we talk
I*m questioning whether or not
e Included in that or those, you
n to where 1t"s a one set per day
I"m not sure how that was done
at"s a question | have for Tom
ne other thing to say other than
s1ide 26, we talk about there are

had no -- they were active and
n available to them. And 1 mean
pf available quota in the pelagic
that®"s not being
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utilized, it"s
active vessels
mean that"s somg
correct.

MR.
log book data an
per day et cete
book number of
two sets in one

MR. §
out in multiple

MR. W

MR.
sets?

MR. W

MR. H

KW
of data and a I
did to pull th

general comment

longliners for 3
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D

D
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g
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\Imost a crime that there®s six
lon"t have any quota at all. 1
thing that we definitely have to
ARREN: The set iInformation 1is

| didn"t iIncorporate a measure of

a. It"s reported number of log

sets. It may in fact have been
day or --

CANLON: So you didn"t break it
sets.

ARREN: No.

SCANLON: Including multiple
ARREN: No.

ROOKS: Sorry, Katie.

'hank you, Tom. That was a lot

t of work that you guys clearly

at all together. Just one a

and commend the agency and the

Il the work on the IBQ program.
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I think thererg
results.

Certa
lot of adjustmen
transfer, which
lot of opportunif
and Scott"s con(
viability of th
opportunities tg

But |
you know,

a Sug

wanted to commen(

99

5 some 1ncredible conservation

inly, 1 think the agency made a
ts along the way, the iIn-season
I think is helpful and still a
ty 1 think to, you know, to Marty
the economic

cerns, to iIncrease

e longline fTleet, and 1increase
catch more of a swordfish quota.
think the IBQ program has been,
cess in a lot of respects and

1l the longliners for all the work

and maintenance |for their work as well.

MR. B
to jump in here.
over to Rick.

MR.

Bennett. |1 alsd

]

agency on the 4
really for my whq

catch of bluefin

COUR
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ROOKS: 17"ve got three more folks

I*ve got Grant, David and then

GALLAND: Excuse me. Thanks

just wanted to congratulate the

juccess of the program. Since

ple lifetime, since 1982, the PLL

has been something the agency is
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trying to be

Amendment 7 has

Beforr

exceeded by up [to 300 or more percent, and

100

-- make incidental, and now

successfully done that.

e A7, quota by the sector was
now

discards have begcome landings, landings are going

up, discards &
mortality in the
spawning ground
down.

So 1t
and 1t"s someth
a Tisheries mang

MR. H

MR. §
really good preg
you could giy
characterizatior
showed us annui
characterize th
beginning or hi
middle?

You Kk

COoy
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ire doing down. The percent

¥ Gulft of Mexico, the only known

For the western bluefin has gone

"s clearly been really successtul
Ing that should be celebrated as

ljgement win. Thank you.

BROOKS:  David.

)CHALIT: Thanks Tom. That was a

entation. Just 1"m wondering if

yje just an informal verbal

regarding I1BQ costs. | mean you

3l average, but how would you

em? in the

Are they higher

gher at the end or low in the

mow, just you know, informally
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speaking.

well,
ourselves iIs iIn
tends to be a hij
uncertainty of
availability bsg
year, the price J
by the end of th

Decem
to give 1t away
the year i1t coulg
of A7, 1t was as
five to seven dd
years, I1It"s more¢
Tive dollars. H
goes down to may

MR. B

MR. H

your presentatid

Al

Slide 27, the lag

monitoring and t
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what we found iIn the industry
the beginning of the year, there
gher value to it because of the
the availability. But as
comes abundant throughout the
leeds to fall and almost collapse
2 year.
ber, we"re almost being offered
to us. So at the beginning of
] be as high as, in the beginning
high as -- people were demanding
Ilars a pound for 1t. In recent
closer to three to four, maybe
Ut you know, as it goes down, it
pe a dollar.
ROOKS: Rick.
SELLAVANCE: Thank you Tom for
n. My question is In regards to
st bullet, speaking to electronic
he potential for EM to restrict
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fishing opportun
could either ¢
direction where
about the waiver
that have EM prg

MR. W
informal proces
usually contacts
IS responsible
these, and statej
work with Salty
there®s not tiyj
functional and t

So th

facts and we

multiple factors

make a determination

102
ity. | was just wondering if you

laborate or point me in the
I could learn a little bit more
process for EM, for the vessels
plems.
ARREN :

Sure. The process i1s an

5, whereby a vessel operator

Saltwater, the contractor, who

for maintaining and repairing
5 that they have a problem. They
ater to get 1t resolved, and
ne or the system 1isn*t Tully
hey realize they"re iIn a jam.

en they contact us, give us the
based on

, evaluating okay has this vessel

been working wigh Saltwater and try to resolve

the problem 1in
look at the vari
Then

okay you can go
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a timely manner, you know, and

pus relevant iInformation.

we make a determination and say

fishing, provided this is fixed
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when you reach t
MR. B
much . I want t
reconvene at 10
a lot of 1ideas
talking about.
(Wher

went off the red

10:34 a.m.)

MR. [BROOKS: All

folks are gett

reminders. 1™m [

research prion

yesterday aftermoon.

make sure you dg
And &

the survey out

103

he dock at the end of the trip.

ROOKS: Okay, Tom. Thanks very

0O get us to a break. We will

130, dive into A13 and obviously

are already on the table to be
S0 thanks everybody.

eupon, the above-entitled matter
prd at 10:18 a.m. and resumed at
right. Just as

ing settled, just two quick

Assuming everyone®s sent in their

jties from the conversation

But if you didn"t, please
jain, just a gentle reminder that

front, we"re really looking

forward to hearijng from folks on any thoughts you

have on managemey
a conversation |

haven®™t taken th
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1"t objectives, so that can inform

ater in the meeting. So, if you

e time to do that yet, please do
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SO.

So, T
we break at 12:
conversation on
agency staff hay
the last severa
scoping document
of different opt

And |
sort of lay out
But by no mea
exhaustive.

And s
part, iIn additi
ideas that may
other (¢

options,

definitely encoy

to get stuff out on the table. So,

Brad, it"s all y

MR. MCHALE:

thank you for th

COUR
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br the rest of the morning, until
15 p.m. we want to open up the
Amendment 13 scoping. Obviously
e been listening carefully over
years, and have put together a
that gets i1ts arms around a lot
ions and possibilities.

want to give Brad a chance to

what the different options are.

ns should that be considered

0, when we get to the discussion
bn to hearing your thoughts on

already be 1in the mix, other

ronsiderations, alternatives are

raged. This is the right moment

with that,
puUrs.

Thank you. So yes,

e past two session. Because iIt,
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really all does |

105

feed Into this. And to echo what

Bennett just shared i1s, you know, one is we all

leave Silver Spr
able to all go |
yes, we were scd

And |
that, you know
amendment, iIn d

yesterday, we af

ing this week. |1 think we"ll be
nome to our loved ones and say,
bed pretty well in D.C.

there*s actually a reason for
. And for this particular
pmparison to what we discussed

e casting the net wide.

So, you"re going to see a range of

Issues that we-"r
we embark on th
broad scope as
specifics of the¢
touched on a couf

some of the

e raising to be entertained, as
Is amendment, that could be as
callocation of bluefin quota, to

longline fishery, that we just
ple of those, all the way down to
the

minutiae of operational

implementation gf this.

And 1

start the discus

eally what, when we®"re done and

sion, and we start to go through

the different arenas of where we®"re looking to

potentially  mo(
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i fy entertain

programs, or
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changes, or st
don®"t leave any
they"11 all comg
the amendment
assess.

But
with Amendment 7
unturned.
know, 1f we had
Hindsight being
been good If we
Issues, and had
and analyzed fu
are before us?

So,
Amendment 13, lo
of the objectivg
FMP, Amendment 7

And

opportunity to h

also where we"r

COoy
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And t

;

d

\

(

(

Y

»

d

§

=

as we continue to

106

y consistent for that matter,
ideas on the table. Not that
to fruition, and be included iIn

refine and

e do kind of, just like we did

Don®t want to leave any stones
hen all of a sudden, dammit, you
only thought of doing X, Y, or Z.
20/20, you know, would it have
could have raised some of those
them on the table to be explored
ther, given the challenges that
outline

quick focusing on

pking for purpose and need. Some
s are logical outgrowths of the
, Magnuson, what have you.

addition to

then in our

ave some of the discussion today,

» going to be having additional
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scoping meetingg
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over the next few months.

So, fkhree very broad bins of areas

we"re looking to
Issues that pert
So, whether th
whether that"s,

time area manage

We " ve
those are taking
1t"s all intertw
What 1s the TuU
bluefin tuna mar
with that? A
considerations,
other users of Q

And t
some of the 1
presentation th

options. You |

entertain changes i1s, one is the

ain with the Longline category.

at"s IBQ, whether that®"s EM,
you know, something spatial 1in
ment.

already kind of denoted that
place in other rulemakings. But

ned. The Purse Seine, you know.

ture of that component of our

agement? And where should we go

nd based upon some of those
what are the ripple effects on

luefin tuna U.S. quotas?

hen thirdly, kind of touching on
tems that were iIn the Tirst
IS morning, other management

xnow, that would be kind of a

catch-all of our directed fisheries when we"re

looking at time

COUR
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management, or quota management,
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or allocation, d
catch in.

So,
discussing will
bins.

So, [
get your 1input,
ISsues to consi(
to refine and
amendment.

And s
get things on t

of figure out w

more accurate as

)

{
{

108

r gears. That"s kind of our all

most of what [1*1l be jJjust

fall within these three major
urpose and need. Essentially to
the public®s input on items and

er as we as the agency continue

start to develop a proposed

b again, let"s cast the net wide,

ie table. And then we can kind
lere the pieces fall as we do a

sessment.

As far as the need, there®s a number

of different dr
of the three ye
you know. So, 1
reconsider the
worked, what hag

be needed.

COoy
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q

=

Ivers here.

One 1s, coming off

ar review that Tom just shared,

["s time to, underneath Magnuson,

catch share program, what"s

n"t, what course corrections may
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The p
that, as well aj
we"ve been toug
conversation Mj
regarding retent
do we get at son
Issues?

So, T
in table for
information.  Y(
context we coul
fundamentals of

think we just tg

At le
7, you know, we

vessels, however

that had access|

vessels that are

below that numbsg
Again

in the hands of
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urse seine fishery, | touched on

5 some of the other issues that

hing on over the years. The
ke and 1 were just having
ton limits and fall access. How

e of those allocation and equity

or those that like to see things

mat, essentially the same

u know, some of the additional

d be reviewing, you know, the

IBQ allocation, or the shares, 1

liched on.

ast when we rolled out Amendment

had about 136 permit holders,

you want to kind of view them,
But we"re seeing that those

» active In the Tishery is well

r. How do we course correct?

, the iIntention i1Is to get quota

those that are actively in the
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sword fishing an

Optim

110

d BAYS fisheries.

izing the quotas. Continue to

try to find that right balance of acknowledging

historical treng
of the fTishery.
balance.

How t
we can, but a
certainty as we
yin-yang of what

Is, iIs how do yg

And s

challenges that
addition to the
to challenge, ydg
So,
Obviously the ob
that 1 mentione
discuss and ents

line of all of t

But there®s onl

COoy

(202) 234-4433

1

D

|

(

u

W

=

s with kind of the current needs

And kind of strike that right

b maintain as much flexibility as
the same time have as much
can. So, you know, the whole
a day in the life of a manager
U have 1t all?
D, these will continue to be the
we"ll run at. As well as, 1In
ust the issues that we"re trying
U know, what are the drivers?
there are requirements.
jectives are Amendment 7, the FMP
], Magnuson, everything that we
rtain still needs to fall in the
ese things. Again, nothing new.
' so far at times you can think
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outside the box.|

So, Tt

111

o get 1n a little bit deeper on

some of the IBQ-related options that we"ve kicked

around. And aga
and pretty much
currently alloca
went  through

essentially est

in, not exhaustive. Open to any

all is, do we eliminate how we
te out the IBQ shares? So, we

a historical process that

blished that three tier system

Tom mentioned

and then 1In turn the quota

allocation that was built off of those share. Do

we go back to th
some of the thrg
moving in that ¢

We"ve
we should be
recipients. So,
modifications
program so 1t Cg
industry, but yej
that

benefits

collectively witl

COUR
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at drawing board, you know? And
e year fTindings kind of support
irection.

heard for some time, you know,

the active fleet that getting

how do you potentially entertain
b the foundation of that 1BQ
an better meet the needs of the
c still preserve the conservation

we"ve been able to achieve

n the implementation of Amendment
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7?

Or dg
maybe change the
at? Or essenti
essentially look
of that program
and modificatiaoj

experiences that

What

some of the rulg
example, 1In the
delineated Atlan]
allocations.

Vesse
allocation coulgd
prosecute the Ti
that something w

You
enough of the

where

dialed

COUR
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that harvest

in that the geographic delineation

112

you currently leave it, and just
timeframes that you®re looking
ally some sort of hybrid? So,
ing literally at the foundation
and entertaining what changes
s, based upon our collective
we could explore there.
about modifying, potentially,
s regarding

IBQ allocation, for

Gulf of Mexico? We know we

tic and Gulft of Mexico based upon
Is that only had Atlantic
n"t necessarily harvest that, or
shery in the Gulf of Mexico. Is
e want to entertain?

xnow, are we comfortable with
individual accountability that
Is taking place we have it
isn"t
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necessarily a sgrong component? Or do we need

to preserve thatp

I kng
the inclusion o
Northeast Distar
into the fold, (
by ICCAT to h
interactions? A

overall decisiorn

Look

)W one aspect that has come up is
T catch that took place iIn the
it Area. Should that be brought

jiven there 1s a set aside quota

hl

andle those bycatch, or those
nd how does that factor into the
making?

ng at share or allocation caps,

or both. So, do we need to place ceilings, so

there 1isn"t neg
allocation to t
iIT so, iIf that"s
further refine,
on that scale?

I kng
whether or not 1
be shares, or q
you. You know,

up to the tak

COoy
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sessarily consolidation of this
ne hands of too few? And then,
something we want to pursue, and

vhere do we want to kind of fall

)W that In Amendment 7 we teed up
o authorize sale of, whether it
uota, or rollover, or what have
just to bring those issues back
le of what are some of the
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implications, yd

What
you know, that
allowed sales?
learned, so we
that some other

we can at least

114

U know?

are some of the other fisheries,
the agency®"s managed that have
And what are some of the lessons
don®"t necessarily repeat errors
management parties have made? Or

learn from those lessons.

And then, as | mentioned, some of the

micro 1issues tH
moving a pin r
transactions.
databases to cor
And
burden is placec
are just no long
a technical 1ssU
be deliberated,
When
monitoring, what

improved as fTar

And there"s a wh

COoy
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at could pop up i1s, you know,

2quirement between bluefin tuna
Because we Tfinally got some
hect.

$s0, some of the administrative
] on dealers. Certain operators
er warranted. So again, more of
2 versus something that needs to
put paints the scope.
it comes to electronic
sort of aspects would need to be
as performance, or efficiency?
ple litany of items that kind of
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could fall under
of when hard dri

You K
each trip. But )
are at just a fr
we kind of have
hard drive, per
Very
iIt"s a pain 1iIn
port to have to
and make sure VY
subsequent trip.

One t
when we rolled
prescribe how f
vessel.

It"s
vessel in the |
their own, A, (

handle catch. B

institute more 9
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neath this, as far as the timing
ves are being mailed in.

now, right now it"s at the end of
ve know most of those hard drives
action of their capacity. Could
a hard drive get more data per
submission?

we understand

minor. But vyes,

the ass as you“"re pulling into
pop a hard drive into the mail,
ou have one to get out on the
Not lost on us.
ning that we"ve intentionally did
out Amendment 7 1is, we didn"t
sh needed to be handled on each
clearly apparent that every
Fleet 1s essentially unique 1in

ronstruct, as well as how they

ut are there ways that we could

tandardization?
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So wh
Marty*s vessel,
vessel, versus

vessels, there"s

I i

sudden you can ¢
Into the accuracy
those systems eX

I knog
I think most fo
want to have, ai
But do we entert
EM i1s used for?

Right
commitment that

of Tishery-depef

the accuracy of ghat.

116

en 1T an image is coming off of
versus an iImage off of Jeff"s
an 1mage off one of Scott"s
comparability. So, all of a
et that consistency, which feeds
y of the information derived from
ponentially.
W not necessarily a conversation
Iks are around the table would
I least from the industry side.

ain expanding the scope of what

now we have held true to our
It 1s used for data verification
dent

information, and ensuring

Building confidence in the

information, that hopefully will translate into

other actions th
management kind

Do we

1)

1tems? And whg
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at benefit the industry, spatial

of being the big one.

want to entertain those sort of

it then comes along with them?
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What are the ridg
Tom mentioned |

agency, are 1ing

They"re not cheap.

the challenges t
and then try to
not even be a vi

So, 1
that we could ent
electronic monit
I*m thinking can

How ¢
sudden transitio

as a result of N

a control approa
When
options, one wol

took a number ol
gain access to (|
to redistribute

You
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ks, as well as costs? Currently

'hat we"re 1ncurring, we, the

Urring costs iIn these systems.
But we are also not deaf to
o the industry. And if you go,
transition those costs, that may
able option.

here*s a whole litany of things
rertain when 1t comes to just the
oring component. And, you know,
rots and stick.

an we leverage this to all of a
n to benefits for the iIndustry,
aving this gear, versus more of
ch?

It comes to the purse seine
Id be no action. You know, we
[ steps In Amendment 7 again to
nder-utilized quota, to be able
that. But is that enough?

know, we haven"t seen any
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legitimate actiV
earlier. Is 1t
purse seine cat
that®"s kind of
get to, then man
Where
Does it go to th

challenges with

118

Ity In some time, as | mentioned,

time to essentially sunset the

bgory as a whole? And then, if
Jltimately where we collectively
aging the ripple effects of that.
1 does quota get reallocated?
2 reserve? What are some of the

having so much quota 1iIn the

reserve? Cur

There®"s a lot o]

all the transfefs I

introduces uncer

To bg
nice to get somg
other categor
deliberation, we
when we"re stafr

volumes of quot

just the U.S., O

And then,

some sort of 3

COoy
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rently there"s a Ilot there.
 discretion to the agency, with
showed this morning, which
tainty.

» personally honest, it would be
5 of that allocation formally in
jes, SO this ask/receive
can de-escalate that, especially

ting to deal with some of the

1J

1 that we"re looking at for not
Ut all of us collectively.
1T we did want to entertain

junset, 1Is that, are we going
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period? Like,

manage that, kng
voices around t
category. Nor ¢

audience, you kmn

operating with gheir

the overall prog

And
that just outli
observed, kind
years, of level
just diminished
then adapt to wh

Getti
management optial
this earlier, as

Currently that 1

here®"s the base|l

various user groups.

want to entertail
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it more of a protracted time
vhat"s the best way to kind of
ving that we don®"t have too many
he table that represents that
lo we have 1 believe any iIn the
ow. So, making sure that we"re
input as well, as part of
0SS .
lere"s just some of the trends

ne exactly kind of what we"ve

of going back for a number of

participation, and how that"s
over time. And then, how do we
at we"re observing?
ng 1Into some of the other

ns, | believe David had mentioned
far as how quota is allocated.
t is not just a -- well, 1 guess
ine allocations across all the
Is this something that we
n opening up?
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rail, because ofj
along with 1t.
open to 1t with
challenges.

Perha
modifications ne
the categories.
the General catef
are operating at
how that quota
times of year.

Is
conversations?
ultimately where
trying to stri

dependence and

we"re actually gbserving real time.

you strike the
As r
mentioned, modif
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tnow, 1t"s always been a third

some of the challenges that come

But we"re open to i1t. But we"re

1 our eyes wide open of those

ps some of the changes and

ed to be kind of within some of
We"ve already discussed some of
jory challenges of when fishermen
different times of the year, and

is weighted at those different

it right to have those

And 1 believe it is. But

do we want to evolve to? Again,

ke the right balance between

historical trends, versus what

And how do
ight balance between the two?

i ke had mentioned, and I

Fying potentially some of the
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Trophy category
are. And what
managing that,
along with that?

But

giant bluefin tuna,

don®t open up op
selling those f
foothold, you kn
Some
were rather sm
support term and
as well as any @
You K
open.
do any of it. B
not going to.
It out there ang

I Krn

conversations d

include this ge
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Can"t conm

q

I

«

[

d

U

D

=

all

Like,
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given how small those quotas
are some of the challenges with

por the opportunities that come

ilso, when you®re dealing with

how do you ensure that we
)ortunities for the temptation of

ish to all of a sudden take a

DW?
of the reasons why those quotas

in the Tirst place, more

state record type opportunities,
ther allocation options.

now, the, again, the door is wide
mit that we"re actually going to
It 1 also can"t commit that we"re

so now is the time to get

see how 1t shakes out.

ow that we"ve had plenty of

ver the years, you know, of

ar, exclude that gear. Allow
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charter/headboat
charter/headboat

Like,
every single p
different opinig
opinions don"t ¢
often than not t

counterpoint.

So ufltimately, you know,

want to move for
sort of, you kn
aspects? And th
in with equity,
the fTisheries?

And

the one
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s to use harpoon. Don"t allow
s to sell catch.
so we"ve gone through this. And

erson you ask, they have a
n. It doesn"t mean that those
carry weight.

It"s just, more

here"s point counterpoint, point

how do we
vard, i1f at all, on any of these
ow, very iIn the weeds type of
en, ultimately, how does i1t play

and changes across the scope of

item that had come to

light, when we Were authorizing green-stick for

the use iIn our [
IBQ pr

there as far as

with the

catch that occl

accounted for?
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how some of that bluefin tuna

rs on green-stick, how 1is it
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longline use thej
up, that we real
when we finalip
started to open
regime.

As we
category change g
have fTolks that
category permit |l
how they®re goir

And
some of that humg
that we don"t
category, and t
again, tabs iIntg

But 1
to tell a comme
recreational pern
can®"t change and

vice versa.
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se IBQ 1s so tied to pelagic
re are things that can be cleaned
i1zed Introduced some gray areas
red Amendment 7, and actually

ate underneath that management

Il as minor things like permanent
il lowances. To this day we still
, through human error, grab a
fhat doesn®t meet their Intent on
g to run their vessel.

iow can we kind of accommodate
an error, but yet, still preserve
ave Tolks kind of fill iIn one
hen jJumping to another, which
equity iIssues?

t"s a very painful conversation
rcial operator that he®s got a
mit and regulation alone says he

he*s locked in for a year, and
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compromise the 1

Visua
General category
we"ll spend a
Historically itF

And t
the snowball eff
would roll to t
about a decade t
we"d get through
of years, not sdg

And s

how the General

some of the ballance,

Issues that are

Again
field, given th
presents when fTi

iIs that much eff
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ow do we be more human, to allow
s to those errors, but yet, not
ntegrity of the program?

I depiction of kind of what the
base quotas are. So,

I suspect

fair amount of time here.
s been heavily front loaded.
it as

hen, you know, 1 refer to

ect. That any unharvested quota

he subsequent one. Again, for
hat worked out just fine, where
until December. The last number
much .

D, Is It time to kind of revisit
category i1s allocated, to strike
and address some of the
before us?

, trying to level the playing
e challenges the Tfishery just
sh are that available, and there

ort. You know, what can we then
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So, 1
Didn"t need to b
already spent 9
morning, but at

SO, W¢
all of your comn
yourselves, but
you"re here void

As T8
have i1t open untii
to submit the cg
know, online, he

But w
scoping meetingyg
this, whether it
on, whether it
spatial managemsg

But 1
the dates, but t

holding those meg
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mp the brakes?
hat was a very quick oversight.
elabor any of it, because we"ve
pme time on it, not jJust this
prior meetings.
> definitely encourage, you know,
ent and feedback, not just from
for the representatives that
ing, providing your voice for.
r as this scoping document, we
I the end of July. The pathways
mments are pretty standard, you
re verbally.
2 also have a number of different
coming up. And so, you®ll hear
*s Amendment 14 that we touched
s Amendment 13, whether it"s
nt, Amendment 12, what have you.
hen we have a list of not only
he locations of where we plan on

ptings. So, for those folks that
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We [

D]

conversations Ww§
communications.
this list. It"§
posted yesterda)
information®s ou
forward to s
constituents, I}
well.

And S
microphone over

discussion we"ve

MR.

3
because we are 1|
let me give you §

manage the next
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. out iIn person, you know, we

yain  a lot from Just the

» have, versus just the formal
And so, I don"t need to run down
available 1 think the listserv
this

y. Today? Today. So,

t there. And again, we"ll look

2ing you, as well as your

1 person at these meetings as
b, with that, 1*d rather turn the

to you all, to have the
teed up the morning to have.

ROOKS: So, before we jump 1in,
n the allocation business here,
. sense of how we want to sort of

hour and 20 minutes, or so.

We think we want to sort of walk

through this ch{

have some focuse(
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nk by chunk. Again, so we can

| conversations, rather than just
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sort of bouncing
So we
about the next
through these dij
out there, start
Then

conversation on

fairly focused On purse seine.

another 30, 40 mi
category. A lot

our game plan.

And as we walk through this,

my, just my ad\
brainstorming g
reaction to the
particular, brir

As BI
like we missed t}
on the table.

Let"s hear thoug

Alway
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from topic to topic.
, our recommendation is we spend
30, 40 minutes or so, chunking
Fferent slides that Brad just put
ing with 1BQ.

we 1@magine a TfTairly quick
electronic monitoring, you know,
And then again,
nutes or so on that broader other
in there to chew on. So, that"s

I guess

yice 1s, In general this 1s a
session, right. So again,
ideas that are out there. In

ging forward ideas.

ad said, we don"t want to feel

e boat, and didn"t get something

So please, no bad ideas here.

hts that people have.

s, It"s iImportant to hear the
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rationale of whg
recommendation.
everyone around

You |
data, there was
morning. Draw
certainly iInvite
know, 1f you“re |
with your unders
in.

Becalu

about, and a lot

in data confusigns. So,

on that. So, wi
MR. M
MR. B
MR. W

Because we know
management, weak
MR. B

MR.
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t"s driving your thinking, your
That®"s very instructive for
the table, and for the agency.
(now, and as you"re drawing on
a lot of information shared this
on that as you can. And |
Brad and Tom to weigh In as, you
learing stuff that doesn"t square

Fanding of the data, please weigh

se there®s plenty for us to think
of options, without getting lost

let"s keep us straight

th that let"s —-

CHALE: Maybe just one other --

ROOKS: Yes, please.

CHALE: -- 1tem to complement.
spatial managing, time error
hooks --

ROOKS: Yeah.

MCHALE: -- they actually
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already have
afternoon. We"y
that, and the ¢
those.

Let"s

options tabled.
specific time th
try to capture t

MR.

you. So, with
let"s again star

there right now,

]

program, and §
method.

A cou
options we shoulg

with Scott and M

MR. TAYLOR:  So,

system 1iIs cong
different hats
Because | recer
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presentations
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for later this

e acknowledged the importance of

hallenges that come along with

try to keep those issues and

And we*ll get them dedicated a

is afternoon. So, we"ll kind of

he other i1tems.

ROOKS: Yes. Perfect. Thank

that let"s just jump in. And
I on the slide that Brad"s got up
which is thinking about the IBQ
allocation

thare distribution,

ple of options out there. Other

| be thinking about. Let"s start
arty.

as far as the 1BQ
erned, 1°ve got a couple of
that 1"ve got to wear here.
tly joined the Board of Blue

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Water. And Blue
to you recently.

I do
other organizat
opinions of the |
considered. Ang
place for that.
speak specifical

But |
Impress upon a |
the iIndustry wil

quota needs to (

that are activel
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Water presented a position paper
want to mention that, like every

ion there are difference of
netric, and how things need to be
I so, | think the time and the
And 1 think Marty may want to
ly to that.

want to take my time here to
central point that everybody 1in
I agree about, which i1s that the

jo into the hands of the people

y Fishing.
Is unffair and unreasonable. And that
any fTailure at all, from my

iIT there"s been
perspective in t
may have had a
complicated mety
that we spent cdg
about, you know,

don"t want to ta
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he system, it"s that people that

initial allocation under this
ic that the agency determined,
untless hours and days debating
how that was determined. And 1
ke anything away from that.
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point, in terms
a general sense,

IS you intended,|
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come well beyond that at this
of the fact that you®ve seen, 1In

the effective result of what it

But fthat this has to go back to a

general understg

operates.

I ca
first being prog
you know, with

looking at poten
The quota numb
getting pressursy
numbers  were
recruitment and
was a panic.
Now
there"s availab
and allocated.
to

continues

industry, that
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2rs were down.

3 at

we"re

inding of the way that the fleet

1 remember when Amendment 7 was

psed. And there was this panic,

jn  the iIndustry that we were
tially one or two fish per boat.
That we were
ICCAT in the way that the

being calculate, with high

low recruitment. And that there
in a situation In which
e quota that is not being used
And there®s this stigma that
around this

circle longline

we have to rely upon you to a
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certain extent t

You 1
when we"re talk
with the other
available U.S. (
the take by the
so much quota th
two places.

And
comment when we
than to say tha
substantial amou
Iinto the reserve
discussion short
with the reserve

But |
quota was alway§
only be used by
longline Tfleet.

anybody else. I

to anybody else.
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D put an end to.
boked at the numbers in terms of,

ing about specifically bluefin,

user groups are taking from the

juota. And that we"re limiting
longline fleet, because there"s
at"s being left on the table in
|11

reserve part of 1t to a

get to the Purse Seine. Other
t you all have sunsetted out a
nt of that quota that has gone
category, that funnels into the
ly about what it is that you do
the remaining portion of that

intended within Amendment 7 to

one user which was the

group,
It can"t be transferred to
L has no value within that system
That was your buffer.
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What
understands here
of swordfish ar
areas when we"rg¢
going to interadg

And
and working with
that we have by
you"re going to
all the time,
cumulative effeq
catch our numbern

Therg
away Tfrom targ
concern with
we"ve got all th
could be utilizg

You "\
there®s indivig

thing everybody

the quota iIn th
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id tunas,

@ hands of the
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| don"t think everybody
iIs that we get an intermingling
bluefins. There are
targeting swordfish that we"re
t with bluefins.
T you discourage us from taking
in the parameters of the numbers
limiting what"s available to us,
\(ffect swordfish catch. 1t"s not

every place. But i1t has a
t on our ability to be able to
S .

are boats that specifically stay
eting swordfish because of a
eracting with the bluefins, when
S quota that"s on the table that
d in the best way.

e set a system up in which

pal accountability. The one

In the i1ndustry agrees on is, put

individuals that
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are out there ddg

The
ultimately dete
constructive di
Because 1 can gi\
And there would
leave that to, Yy

MR.

comment on what
you? Or how you
that?

MR.
terms of?

MR. |
quota goes. You

those that are a

TAYLOR:

134

ing the fishing.

rest of the metric of how you

rmine that 1i1s probably not a

scussion Tfor me here today.
re you 50 different alternatives.
pbe 50 different positions. 1711
pu know, to the group.

ROOKS: Scott, do you want to
actively fishing would mean to

'd like the agency to think about

Actively Tishing, in

BROOKS : Redefining where the
were saying, shift the quota to

ctively fishing.

MR. TAYLOR: Well, 1 mean, my wish
list in a perfgct world would be to reassign
whatever 1is remaining in the purse seine quota

that"s not being

boats. That
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there are several different
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methodologies tf

It do
a personal level
based upon the
that the boats t
woulld get the bi

But
that that quota |i
that are out the
way Magnuson int
see it Tit, rathg
in which you di§
in here from bly

Why |3

economic viabili

user group has [the ability to do?

make the same ar(
recreational or
benefits fTinanci
get that opporty

MR. B
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at could be used.
esn"t matter to me, iIn terms of
. The position of Blue Water is
number of sets, by effort. So
hat are getting the more effort
gger part of the allocation.
hat"s more important to me 1is
s available for the active boats
re fishing, to utilize it in the
ended, and the way that we best
2 than setting up an environment
courage us by your own language
efin Interaction.

are we being discouraged from
ty of a species that every other
And 1 would
jument whether or not that that®s
commercial. Because everybody
ally from i1t. We don"t really
nity --

ROOKS: Thanks, Scott.

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

MR.
configuration.
MR. B
MR. N
there, Scott.
sight of where
there 1is legiti
Iincentives to avg

get at the dead

And 1t was absolutely by design.

you know that, wg
You know, thereJ
or not, you K
definition of by

It"s
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TAYLOR: --— 1In the current
ROOKS: Okay. Brad.

ICHALE: Yes. And 1 hear you
But I also don"t want to lose

e came from. And, you know, so

mate reasons why we iInstituted
pid bluefin tuna interactions, to
discard numbers.

And

> all know that around the table.

s lots of discussion of whether

now, whether 1t"s a Magnhuson
catch.
pretty clear the agency®"s

position that dijrected longline effort on bluefin

IS not a directi
said, your point
to bluefin quot
there. 1 mean,

seine has, evern
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pn we want to go in. That being
s are valid as far as, 1f access
a 1S a constraint. And 1t"s

even outside of what the purse

within the Longline category
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right now we-"re
want to necessar]
direct users are
discussed that.

But |
access iIs curtag
we"re having, W

corrections that

why we"re entert

what we"ve learned over the

years.
MR. B
MR. T
MR. B

want to get folk
MR. Tl

want to lose sig
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scratching at 1t. not that we
ily harvest i1t the same way the
. There®s those nuances. We"ve

yet, 1T all of a sudden that
i1ling the access to swordfish
bu“re right. There are course
are needed there. And hence,
aining some of these, based upon

last three-plus

ROOKS: Thanks, Brad. So --
AYLOR: Just a quick follow-up.
ROOKS: Really quick. Because 1

s In here, Scott.

AYLOR: It"s just that 1 don"t

ht of the fact that, or get into

a debate about why it iIs that where we are. We

all know where t
did.

But W
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he reasons were, what the agency

e"ve learned a lot In the last
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that you need tg

you decide how
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ears. You were dealing with a
t, with other systemic problems,
) remove this barrier. And how

to do the metric only includes

putting the quoga into the hands of the people

that need it.

MR.

3
get that quota
active vessels.
more flexibility
Marty
MR. $
far as the, you
program and the
know, Blue Water
documents, the
revitalization (g
And
procedural procg

think at this tif

be standing on t
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ROOKS: Yes. So, takeaway 1is,

being used. Get 1t out to the

And how that actually gets done,
there.

, go ahead.

CANLON:

Well, first of all, as

know, you talk about the 1BQ

distribution of the IBQ. You

prepared and presented you those

reform document, and the
lan most recently.
it outlines a, you know,
»ss to implement that. And 1

ne Blue Water is, you know, would

hose positions.
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But
there 1s, what
activation as, Y
active i1t's as |
allocation. An(g
that"s why we ha

Becal
initial active

I

probably maybe ¢
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n, you know, to make that simple

we suggest 1i1s to identify
bu know, right now to be declared
ittle as one set in the initial

] that"s how 1t was done. And

ve the problem we do.
se there was so many, and at 135
know, there was

vessels, you

0, 25 percent of those vessels

that really weren®"t very active at all, if active

at all.

So, |
number to begin
believe that it,
be distributed
activity on a th

You K
establish how ma
year average. Al
to what was aval
rate.

Okay .

COUR

(202) 234-4433

you know,

that"s a misleading
with. But for us, you know, we
you know, the allocation should
according to a vessel"s set
ree year average.

now, take the two year average,
ny sets vessel"s made 1In a three

nd give them allocation according

lable to the gquota at that set
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MR.

effort. So --

MR.
That would be th
encourage you t¢
they originally
landings per whi
have been, to tg
We wq

simpler to, you

that 1s a judgmsg

fish, and where

And as we"ve learned,

problems that we
Is that, you kng
know, do we
accommodate that

just go out the

viable as possih

You K

many Tfish, but

COoy

(202) 234-4433

§

;

D

F

Y

»

;

=
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BROOKS : And proportionate to

SCANLON: Yes. First thing.

» proportion of effort. We would
get rid of the metric in which
allocated i1t by total, you know,
t, where targeted species would
tal bluefin interactions.
uld, you know, it would make it
tnow, we*ve always contended that
nt on the fisherman®s ability to
he fTishes.
and one of the
have and why we®re contracting
v, we*ve had a balance that, you
fish to

jJeopardize catching

number, as opposed to, you know,

re and try to catch, and be as
le?
how, I mean, we may not catch as

ctually make more money in what
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we"re catching,
way you have it
the most fish,
And
that"s big count
would be much,
process. And
mentality is the
All
everything is se
a set. You eitlh
you don"t have K
1T yq
you are going Tt
how many bluefi
future.

So, we

you know, on thg

MR. |
helpful. Let me
MR. W

I think the Fisl

COoy

(202) 234-4433

Y

[

1

)

|

_1

=

ms you®"re going to have

141

you know, in that formula. The
there we almost have to go catch
pu know.
that®s big. As you can see,
erproductive for the fleet. It
it would simplify that whole

you know, the Ffisherman®s

set, you know.
this whole

through process

I up by sets, you know. You make
er have bluefins on that set, or
luefins on that set.
u have bluefins on that set, how
adjust that set will determine
in the
would like to see i1t done on a,
t set basis.
ROOKS: Thanks, Marty. That"s
go to Alan, and then Kate.
EISS:

Thank you. First of all,

ery Service is already onto the
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problem here.
on the three ye
originally was n
Although, that"s

And $
of process that
giving the bulk

iIt, to people wh
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Because Tom iIn his presentation

ar review said that the intent
ot to create armchair captains.
what happened.

o, by allocating under the type
Marty mentioned, you"ll end up
of the allocation, almost all of

0 are actually actively fishing.

And 1t will be ppoportioned to the level of their

activity.

And
Because at the mg
or so allocated
And even within
as being active,
for a significani
chunk of those

And 1
for the moment.

MR.

Thanks. So, S

COUR
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that will

really be Tairest.
yment you have roughly 40 percent
to people that aren"t active.
those that you currently define
the activity may be very minimal

L, not a large, but a significant

think that"s where 1*11 leave i1t

BROOKS: Okay . Thank you.

b far hearing, you know, yes,

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

shift. Shift t(

know, set -- S0
Quick, Marty.

MR.

P
Ul

would be one set
count multi
Thank you.
MR. B
in, then over Tt
other ideas, oth
agency to be ¢

moment to get on

sets as,
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) active. Active based on, you

aled by effort, by set. Yes.

CANLON: And that set activity
per calendar day. We would not
in that TfTormula there.
Thanks.

ROOKS: Let me get Kate

) David. And again, if there-"s

er thoughts that you"d like the

onsidering, this would be the
the table. Kate.
MS. WESTFALL: Yes. Just since this

IS a scoping ex
hearing pretty cl
that this amendn
get iIn the handg

And |
all provided on
But, and look aft

other programs.

COUR
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ercise, | mean, 1 think you“re
early that 1t"s really important
ent focus on ways that quota can
of active fTishermen.

*11 have to dig in to what you
some of those opportunities.
solutions across, you know, 1In

But 1 think that definitely
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needs to be a hi
MR.
obviously today
thoughts with th
MR.
original criteri
which longline
initial 1BQ di§
larger number thg
participating, t
fishery for most
And |
there are some
receiving
those IBQs. So,
But
technical perspé¢

agency have the g

criteria? And
workable? or
amendment?

COUR
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gh priority of this moment.

BROOKS: And to your point,

is not the last day to share
e agency. David.

SCHALIT: Yes. Just, the
a that was used for determining
essels would be involved iIn this
tribution 1is obviously a much
an the number of vessels that are
hat are fishing, that are in the
of the year, let"s say.

mean, | even, | understand that

vessels out there that are

IBOs ghat don®"t even bother to lease

this 1s a serious problem.

I*m just wondering, Tfrom a

ctive, 1Is the agency, does the

wuthority to modify that original

iT so, would that be frame-

iIs It needed, a mandatory
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MR. M

do 1 have my att
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CHALE: First of all, let me see,

prney in the room?

So, |now that I know that -- Yes,
please. Megan,||l think you have a call in the
hallway. What we would need to do there, David,

iIs vreally coqpare

that up against the

requirements underneath catch share programs,

underneath Magnuysson, to see exactly what leeway

we have.
Like,
that we need to,
allocation
programs.

What

leeway do we have

discovered with

1t could be modified.

that deep dive y
And,
so, because th

sideboards of

iIssu€gs when

very comfortable with the fact
and are required to re-entertain

It comes to catch share

I*"m less comfortable iIn is, what
In re-examining what we"ve
the catch share program, and how
And so, we haven"t done
ot.

but would obviously need to do
at then starts to paint the

vhere, what can we genuinely
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entertain? Like
the points that

the quota i1n thg

And t

tempered

historical parti

that has trende

objectives.

And
individuals, as
haven®t done a
whether lease 1t
And then obvious
that are engage
Fleet.
So, t

and

to address,

room. So, long

and make sure ti
regarding the ng

But

COoy

(202) 234-4433

it wi

\

(

D

.

D

(

_1

|

L

=
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, It is not lost on us, you know,
larty and Scott raised of getting
hands of folks.

hat was originally our goal. We

th trying to acknowledge the

cipation. But we®ve now seen how
d, where it didn"t meet those
you"re right. There are
a result of Amendment 7, that

wything with their allocation,
or fish 1t, which becomes a sink.
ly has adverse impact for those
1 in our U.S. Pelagic Longline
nat"s something that we"re trying
with the expertise around the
story short, we have to go back
at we"re not tripping any wires
tional policies.

‘hat, from a programmatic side
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we"d be willing
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to entertain that, i1f It meets

the objectives agf not only the FMP and Magnuson,

but the needs |

domestic fisheri

facing. Thank y
MR. B
mix. Then back |

to the next set

MR. ¢
Scott mentioned
board member. B
per Marty®"s, Yy
Water®s insistern
one of the older

be decreasing,

around the table for our U.S.
es, given the challenges they“re
DU -

ROOKS: Let me get Jeff into the
fo Scott. And why don®"t we shift
of options as well. Jeff.

DDEN : Thanks. Kind of like

before I1"m also a Blue Water
Ut 1 do have an opinion. And as

pu  know, iInsistence, or Blue
ce, | just want to note that as
captains, my effort"s going to

pt Increasing.

And to that point, the one set per

day, often 1 lef

And 1711 set thg

Maybe setting T¢

idle back to the east end,

race back down t

COUR

(202) 234-4433

ave home on the evening before.

2> point at 5:00 in the morning.

ur or five knots a tide. 1*11

retrieve that gear,

0 the point, and set again.
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1 may
morning. That
everything I ™m
than, and 1t shg

And t
mahi fishing, Yy
areas and 800 hg
kind of discoun
decreasing, you

It mg

course of the vy

the effort 1 |
captains.

MR.
clear.

per calendar dayf

MR. ¢
a set form every
that set form.
report every tiy

a set as far as

COoy

(202) 234-4433
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have set In 75 degree water that
afternoon it may be 80. So,
doing 1is completely different

uld not be discounted as effort.
ne simple fact 1s, you know, even
ju know, we may set two separate
pks twice a day. And to me it"s
ting my ability, which will be

know .

Hy not be daily. But over the

ear I won"t be putting in quite
iIsed to, as one of the older

BROOKS: So, Jeff, jJust to be

You woulld opt to not limit it to one set

11?7

DEN: Look, I°"ve got to fill out

I time I make a set. You all get

I"ve got to call in a bluefin

ne 1 make that set. So, a set's

I"m concerned. And --
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MR. B
MR. (
MR. B
Scott, | want tg
MR. |

thread a needle
history
Brad. How we g0
were legalizing
legal fTishery.
We al
seiner, not to g
longliners, but
place to move |
said, we"re at 71
IT we have a geg
try to catch tha

And $

record straight,

iIs probably more 1in

149

ROOKS: Thanks. Thanks.

DEN: Thank you.

ROOKS: Before 1 get back to you,
get, let Rick get in.

VEBER: I*"m going to try and

here. My recollection of the
line with yours,
t here was not creating a -- we
a discard fish, not creating a
lowed the transfer from the purse
ve the purse seiner quota to the
rather because that was a clean
t to the bluefin quota. That
1 percent of our adjusted quota.
ar that can catch i1t, we should
t quota.

o, | want to set the historical

but leave the path to the future

open for where we could go iIf that is -- ITf the

longlines are a |

COUR
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rool that could be used, let"s do
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that openly, wif
history of how w

But 1
to catch 100 pern

MR.
Thanks, Rick. L
let you also pi
weigh iIn on other
to be thinking a

MR.
quick. 1 actual
set. If it's a

of a legal set
different ways,

I we
somebody®s tryin

situation 1In wh

their bluefin metric by

going to Tfish t
scenario that gsg

we can cross tha

COUR

(202) 234-4433

TAYLOR: So,

150

hout necessarily re-writing the
e got here.

n general, 1*m In favor of trying
cent of the quota.

BROOKS:

Carefully framed.

et"s go to you, Scott. And I°11

vot us to this next slide, and
aspects that you want the agency
bout.
two things real
ly agree with Jeff. A set iIs a
legal set under your definition
because different boats Tish
you know, that"s another story.
> get iInto a situation where

g -- 1 don*"t, I just don"t see a

ich a boat would try to affect
the way that they"re
heir gear. You may have that

ts developed at some point. But

t bridge, if we get to it.
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The mq
that 1f we can,
the agreement th
the hands of the

I wo
penalize boats t
or of amount of e
the way that tha
moving forward &
of fish that the

You h
that inherently
know, be willing
and have more @
more bluefins)
counterproductiy
their allocatior
you know, bluefi
swordfish.

That

shared basically

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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bre Important takeaway I think is
for the moment, you know, table
at we need to put the quota into
boats that are fTishing.

uld also caution you not to
hat, because of geographic area,
ffort that they have, to discount
t allocation is being calculated
y Interactions, or by the number

y"re catching.

ave a pool of guota that"s there,

+- 1f a boat"s going to have, you

to, you know, target swordfish,

ctivity, and may interact with

we don"t want to be

> and then turn around and lower
because they happen to catch,

ns while they were targeting the

pool of quota i1s there to be

r amongst the industry itself.
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Put 1t in the ha
Keep i1t, keep thg
of a matrix, 1In
allocated,
whatever it Is t

But T
bad player that-®
We have not had
So, you know, I €
to take that pern

Just
Amendment 7 put
these fish, and |t
up, without pena
to have a highern

MR.

3
thoughts on -- §
(OfFf

MR.

3
the other aspect

you have any othg

COUR

(202) 234-4433

whether
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nds of us. Let us sort It out.
t quota active through some sort
terms of how it"s going to be

it"s vyearly, Dbi-yearly,

hat you all decide.

hat 1f there®"s a bad seed, or a

5 going, that is going to go out.

that issue, Brad, at this point.

hink that it"s kind of fatalistic

spective.

give us the Tlexibility that
the constraints on, to target

[0 try to get our swordfish quota

lizing us because a boat happens
level of activity.

ROOKS: Scott, do you have any

prry, 1T we can get back --

microphone comment.)

ROOKS: No. Actually, back to

s of the IBQ program. Yes. Did

2r thoughts on this? If not 1711
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hand 1t off to M
MR. T
MR. B

think you®d like

any specific rea
MR. T
MR. B
MR. Tl

a unique area, d
many opinions wi
regionally on wj
aside quota, frg
handful of boats

that particular

r

transient fleets.

P

you should affeg
handful of boats

It"s
separate quota.
accessing,

you

enough as i1t is

COUR

(202) 234-4433
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arty .

AYLOR: As far as?
ROOKS: Any other ideas that you
the agency to be considering, or

ction —-

AYLOR: Well, the NED is --
ROOKS: -- to these --
AYLOR: The NED has always been

kay. And there®s going to be as

thin Blue Water, and depending

lere you think. That is a set

m my perspective, and you have a

that have a special iInterest in

area, that are the larger

And that 1 don"t think that
t the fleet generally by what a
up there.

a set aside quota. It"s a
They shouldn®t be penalized for
know,

that quota. It"s tough

to make a 1,000 mile trip.
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And 1f that"s part of their trip, and

they choose to aq
in there, and thg
bluefins when Tt
then, you know
distinct fishery
1 thi
agency has alwayy
reason to change
MR. $
want to make 1iIn
that 1t, that may
Reduction Team
comes to Tfruit)
single sets In &g
So, |
goes on we may Wg
that way i1t may
not be allowed
given day.

MR. B

COUR

(202) 234-4433

to make more

ccess that, you know, and to fish
2y *"re going to interact with some
hey“"re catching the swordfish,
, leave that as a separate,
, which 1t was intended.

nk that that"s the way that the
5 viewed 1t. And 1 don"t see any
it, or to figure into the metric.
CANLON: Well, the point that |1
response to what Jeff says, 1is
y become a moot point if the Take
recommendation, that regulation
on, where there will be only
24 hour period.

mean, that®"s something, as this
Nt to —- 1T you"re going to lean
not even matter. Because we may
than one set iIn a

ROOKS: Grant.
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MR. G
to speak to that

MR. (
too. And 1711 fji
fact is, | leave
And 1t shouldn™t

And, |
a day that meang
than 1f I set If
feel like they-"d
a longer soak ti

But §
I*m not trying tg
1Is, when the bly
to do all I can
boat. 1 hope 1
the God"s honest

1 don
nuisance to me.

species.

to rock Blue Wat

COUR

(202) 234-4433

And that®"s, you know,

155

ALLAND: 1 think Jeff might want
point.
DEN: I*m on the TRT

Yes. Well,

ght that battle. But the simple
the dock with a box full of bait.
make any difference if | set it.
you know, If I"m setting it twice
5 a whole lot shorter soak time
I in a longer timeframe. So, |1
be more receptive to my end than
me.

gain, 1*m not trying to argue.
» rock the boat. The simple fact
efins show up I1*m probably going
I"m a smaller

to avoid them.

never catch another one. That"s
truth.

"t want another one. They"re a
And, you know, 1°m seeking other
I*m not trying
er®s boat, Marty.
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And again, but I am concerned that 1

might go out thg
observer, which
of the gate. An
up having to buy

a disaster set.

MR. B
MR. (
MR.

current slide,
think 1t"s still
delineation iIn t
Gulf of Mexico,
spawners.

And
comment on the If
to see any gene

distributed to 1

MR. B
MR. A
a comment 1 ve

COUR

(202) 234-4433

ere early iIn the season with an
iIs always forced on us right out
d, you know, 1 don®"t want to end
quota at the end of the year for

So, that®"s my point.

ROOKS: Thanks, Jeff.
DEN: Thank you. Now, Grant.
ALLAND: Thanks. Just on the

I just wanted to mention, we do

important to have the geographic
he IBQ, between the Atlantic and

in order to protect those Gulf

Fhat"s also kind of a broader
BQ as well, is that we don"t want

ral redistribution iIn how iIt"s

ncrease the take in the Gulf.

ROOKS: Jason.

DRIANCE: Thanks. So, 1711 make

made before in regards to that
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geographic allocg
allowing that cn

you kill that sg

Gulf, or iIn the
MR. H
MR. W

allow permanent

not talking abou

Someone couldn™[t
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ation. |1 don"t see an issue with

bss allocation. Because whether

awning bluefin on the way to the

Culf, i1t"s still dead.
BROOKS:  Rick.
EBER: Brad, can you explain the

sale of 1BQ? Would that, you"re
t separating 1t from the permits?

permanently sell 1it, because

they may need it| back.

MR.

—

floated during
where we enterts
or not a sharehd
or her shares td
And s
by saying, r
transfterable. A

year duration.

CHALE: So, this is an item we
the development of Amendment 7,
ijined, but didn"t pursue, whether
Ider could then in turn sell his
another entity.

50, we kept i1t compartmentalized
ight, the shares

are non-

nd the allocation has only a one

The thought now is, after a few years

IS this worth €

COoy

(202) 234-4433

ntertaining? Where instead of,
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percentage sharj
expand. Insted
vessel and anot
consolidate thog

And t
ways with that,
know we"re dial
transpiring down
they"ve learned.

And n
the bit to repea
upon their own
line with what

itselt becomes H

and consolidated

MR. WEBER:

I"m not even sur
speaking much b
giving property

resource away.
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permit, and you have your
>, but also and you want to
1 of having to procure another
ner permit, could you start to
e shares?
nere are pros and cons going both
with pre-existing fisheries. |1
ed In pretty tight to what"s
in the southeast, and lessons
ot anxious, or not chomping at
t mistakes they®ve learned based
experiences. So, iIt"s more in
we"re getting at iIs, the share
something that can be purchased

Speaking broadly then,

e 1"m speaking of bluefin. 1I™m

oader. I"m a little opposed to

ownership rights of a national

I kind of prefer it as an annual
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allocation than

MR.

A

Let"s take two mg
electronic monit

MR. T
that as well, tf
incidental catch
different thoug/
agree with RicK

public trust.
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a permanent sellable ownership.

ROOKS: Thanks. Thanks, Rick.

)re comments, then we"ll shift to
pring. Scott, then Marty.

AYLOR: Yes. | just want to echo

1at 1 think because this was an
allocation, and there"s a lot of
1its on 1BQ, or IFQ systems, |1
wholeheartedly that this iIs a

\nd that while they were for to

maintain the integrity of what it was intended to

do, this should
looks at on a
hands of the pec

Other
you"re going to
that acquire thg
you"ve had in
discourages new
have to be accon

That)
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pe an allocation that the agency

egular basis, and keeps iIn the

ble that are active.

wise, what®"s going to happen is
potentially have a few players
lion®"s share of the quota, like

the Gulf. And that, and it

entrants coming in, which would

modated .

and 1 want to make a brief
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comment on that|

you know, Tor
entering the Ti
allocated throu
whether or not
first year, that
whatever that
subsequent yean

resource in the

that are activel

discouraging ne
MR .
to the elect

Because 1 want
did see Marty a

been covered ye

~

r
\JJ

MR.
to make 1t a
permanently allg
you"re actually
you know,

by ddg
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D

shery, whether or not that

gjh the agency form reserve,
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That whatever the metric 1is,

that, that essentially anybody
Iit's

or

that they have to lease for the

then they should be vested in to

allocation scheme 1i1s 1In the

. And thereby, you keep the

hands consistently of the people

v engaged In the fishery, without

entrants.
ROOKS: Thanks. We need to move
pnic monitoring conversation.

0 keep us moving along here. 1

d Alan, if something that hasn"t

CANLON:  Just that 1 just want
point there that by when you
w the sale of that quota there,
encouraging a directed fTishery,

ing that. And that®"s been our
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concern. And t

wasn"t done that

MR. BROOKS:

not hearing any
a permanent salg

MR. W
in that certain
permanent sale g
Because whille
you"re allocatin
a lot of people
not being the i
rewarding these

MR. H
electronic monit
a little bit morg
apparently peop
1It"s this, 1 wani
minutes or so.

MR. T

one
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of the Tfjrst advocates
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hat"s one of the reason why it
in the fTirst place.

Thanks. And definitely

support around the table yet for
. Alan.

F1SS:  And 1 just wanted to throw

y to even entertain the idea of

't this stage i1s way premature.

bu still have the process that

g to people who aren®t using it,

who aren®t using it. And that

ntention, you"d only be further

people who aren®t even involved.

BROOKS: Okay . Let"s move to

oring. So again, this Is maybe

> In the weeds version here. But

e have some things to say. So
[ to hit this for just about five
Scott and Marty.

AYLOR:

So, you know that I was

for electronic
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monitoring when
recognized that
a very popular
longline fTleet

credibility.
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it came up. | think because I
the longline fleet -- 1t wasn™t
opinion at the time, that the

nad to go a ways to have some

I think we*ve done more than any of

the other user ¢
accountability
It"s unprecedent
high as virtua
fisheries that
short of, you k
you know, obser\
But 1
personal positio

personal positio

the boats anyway.

the boats know
looking at the \
The

about i1s whether

COoy

(202) 234-4433

iIly anybody,

jroups to demonstrate a level of
that takes place on the boat.
ed for us that, then certainly as
any of the other
I know, that are involved in,
now, maybe a permanently manned,
'er on one of the trips.

fhat my position, and this i1s a
n, not a Blue Water position. My

n IS that you have the cameras on

~

The i1ndividuals that are on

the cameras are there. You“re

'ideo.

only thing that we"re talking

or not that you can be using the
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little different
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enforcement 1issue, which 1s a

discussion.

But ghat anything that furthers the

level
something that |l
opportunity to

want you using

of fTlexibjlity that this fleet needs is

think that we should have the
ook at, you know, that we don®t

the camera systems as a sole

enforcement iIssuUe.

But |
going to come up
today i1s, how do
been closed.
this fleet.

You*™v
You*ve got openil|
we"re being forg
have any other ¢

We*"ve
And we"re workinyg
a model that is

Just doesn"t wor
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bne of the discussions that"s

here later today, 1 hope later

we get data iIn areas that have

It"s fundamentally imperative for

e got a system that doesn"t work.
1gs where they shouldn®t be, that
ed to fish in, because we don"t
ptions.
got closures at the wrong time.
y off of antiquated data that, In
50 dynamic and so moving that it
K anymore.
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So, m
that opportunity
measures, then |
personal level, |
at, being as it"
great deal of eX
to get the data
what 1s, what ne
Tleet to meet it
catch the U.S. ¢

MR.

3
service of iIncr

Marty, I°m going
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y opinion is that if it furthers
, In conjunction with some other
think 1t"s something that, on a
fhat 1 would look very, very hard
s already in place and there®s a
penditure that®"s going to that,
so that we can better regulate
eds to be done In order for this

S primary objective, which i1s to

ota.
ROOKS: Great. So, if it"s in
casing Tlexibility, supportive.

to put you on hold for a second,

jJjust because Rick hasn®t been in the conversation

for a bit. Rick
MR. [
brief. 1 just K

different bullet
electronic monit
to implement thg

an easier way tg

BELLAVANCE: Thanks. 111 be
ad a question about some of the
s that you put in your slide on
oring. Do you need an amendment

se types of things? Or is there
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MR.

—

lot of these

frameworkable ag

the net wide, gome of these will

threshold of a
But
will kind of fa
of a framework |i
to cast the net
feedback to then
best vehicle, ho
suspect some of
MR. B
then we"ll shift
MR. $
of things here.
mailing of the
you know, where

know, a little ¢

You Kk

COUR

(202) 234-4433

165

CHALE: No. I would suspect a

could be de-escalated to a
tion. I think once we"ve cast
strike that

‘ull blown SMP Amendment.

also suspect that a lot of them
I down the ranking, and be more
regulatory action. But we want
wide to kind of get all that
ultimately figure out what"s the
w to lump, how to split. And 1
those we"ll tease out.

ROOKS: Marty, Grant, Katie, and
to purse seine.

CANLON: Okay. 1 have a couple
As far as the timing of the
nard drives, we"ve always been,
we think that i1t should be, you

it more flexible on that to be -

now, we, especially on smaller
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vessels where we
the winter time
an example, som
back to
tape.
And W

And, you know,

also, from the ¢

So now we"re shog

times that we"ve
tape iIn there, Q4
available to us|

As f

systems at this gtime, 1 think It"s premature.

need to focus ¢
working, and wor

I med
a, you know, a
mean, those ¢
fishermen. Anyt

these boats on

COoy
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the dodl

H

.

D

g

[

=
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come and go. And especially in

vith weather. We"ll go out, for
'times and make two sets. Come

K . And now have to send off a

e run out of tape very quickly.
we*" 1l get tapes back from NMFS
rogram. And they“re inoperable.

rt a tape. So, | mean, there"s
actually had to go with the same

pcause we just don®"t have a tape

ar as any expansion of these
We
n getting these systems up and
king on a consistent basis.

n, you®"re talking about putting

rail camera on a boom. And, I
reate safety 1issues to the
hing you extend over the top of

rough particular day here, you
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know, coulld be p(

SO, VY
expansion of tho
focus on just ma
these systems Tt
They"re very exf
expensive systen

When

boat 1t was the
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ytentially hazardous to the crew.
ou know, I would be against any
se systems. | think we need to
intaining and, you know, getting
0 work as properly as we can.
ensive systems to operate. Very
s to maintain.

I first put these systems on my

very Tirst system they ever put

on. And you"ve heard me in this room for several

years tell you t
with those systs
But 4
had nothing but
system has been (
months twice.
correctly. So,
get the systems
expanding them.
MR. B

MS. W

COUR
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hat | had no problems whatsoever

ms.

s, my report as of today is 1"ve
problems with my system. My

changed in full over the past six

And 1t still 1s not operating

I mean, that"s, you know, let"s

working before we even think of

ROOKS: Thanks, Marty. Katie.

ESTFALL: Thanks. 1 just wanted
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to encourage yol
innovations that

you look at putt

try to maintal
proscriptive.
I me

investment that
now, you know, W
becoming availab
not being overly
Innovations, ang

MR. B

MR. G
to say that we"r
has been working

H

fishing trips

14

review. Well, t

And
continue and
appropriate. Bu

agency, you know
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in fact,
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all to think about a lot of the

are coming down the pipeline as

ing things into regulation. And
n, Yyou know, not being over
an, | know there was a big

vas made for these systems. But
ireless transmission of data is
le. So, 1 would just encourage
proscriptive to accommodate new
new technologies.

ROOKS: Grant.

ALLAND: Thanks, Bennett. Just

e happy to hear that the system

fairly well, and didn"t stop any

ver the course of three vyear

hat"s fantastic news.

we do want to see it

be expanded where that 1is

t also, we want to see that the
takes a lead internationally in
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basically ensuri
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ng that the other fleets around

the world that fiish on these same resources are

implementing a s
You
think the U.S. s
monitoring arou
that®"s something
that we"ve provsg
It ¢
fishermen clout
need to make su
these resources
MR.

INto purse seing

jmi lar system or the same system.
know, 1°ve said before that |1
hould be disciples for electronic
And 1

nd the Atlantic. hope

] that we can see starting, now
n 1t works here.
fves us clout. It gives our
internationally. And we just
e that the other fleets fTishing
are doing the same thing.

ROOKS: All

right. Let"s hop

7 fishery management options for

about five minutes here.

Georg

MR.

thank you very nuch.

has been an e
Scott, Marty,

education that

COoy
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e, sorry.

PURMONT : Good morning. And

I think that Brad, Tom, 1t

cellent presentation. And to

and Jeff, thank you for the

oure providing everybody here.
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Fisheries Servig¢
available to th
holders the op
longliners, they
The &

the categories

quota in an effqg
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ber of years ago National Marine
e Highly Migratory Species made
e grandfathered seiner license

tion to lease, but only to
"re individual, uncaught quota.

cknowledgment being that of all
the Ilongliners could use more

rt to land their target species.

All fpve seiners have been sold out of

their original [
seine giant At
transferred to t
So, t
owner has challg
I think the time
seine guota.
And 1
principally to tf
the Reserve,

allocated at the

be no further I

COUR
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pwnership. And the ability to

lantic bluefin tuna was not

he new ownership.
D the best of my knowledge no new
nged the inability to transfer.

has come for the closure of the

suggest that it be redistributed

e longliners. And the rest into

here 1t could be given, or

discretion of HUS. There should

rpasing of individual quota from
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the seiners.

MR. B
for that? Do yol
put 1t a guillot

MR. R

MR. B

MR. FPURMONT:

have a terminal

withdrawn from
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ROOKS: Any thought on the timing
| see 1t as —- did Brad eloquently
ine?

URMONT: Yes.

ROOKS: Or more --

The gear method should

date. And 1 suggest that it be

the fishery in 2020. So, the

sooner the bett
you"re not doing

MR. B

MR.
recommend a reg
General categorn
Iincrease the mg
categories, to K

As we
longliners and o

of the pie too.

It 1s not shared
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. g I think if you prolong it
anything. Thank you.

ROOKS: Thanks. Mike.

P 1ERDINOCK: Thank you. 1=d

Al location to, whether it"s a

y or the Trophy, to try to

>tric tons that are 1In those
bep us open.

Il as, you know, the others, the
thers. They should get a piece
But 1 would not want to see that

among the General category, as
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well as the Trq
Thanks.
MR. B
MR. G

also support th
seine Tishery,
gears, except
category.

Just
spawners there n
a fish caught iIn

to the Gulf, it

way to the Medit

So, the Gulf

know we"re pro
support realloca
category.
MR. B
MR. A
I1s discontinued

would advocate fq
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bphy to Kkick those levels up.
ROOKS: Thanks. Grant.
ALLAND: 1 think, just to say we

e discontinuance of the purse
and reallocation to the other
o the Gulf of Mexico Trophy
want to say again that the
eed to be protected. And while
the Atlantic might be on the way
might, and very likely is on the
Brranean.

of Mexico iIs where we
fecting these Tish. And so,
tion, but not to the Gulf Trophy
ROOKS:

Okay. Jason.

DRIANCE: So i1f the purse seine

and that quota is reallocated, 1

r an equitable allocation across
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all those catef
Mexico Trophy ca
that can®"t be dg
the Gulf of Mexij
potentially.

MR. B

MR. TTAYLOR:

that I"ve alread
should be realld
have 1t sitting
yearly basis ang

But

173

jories, 1including the Gulf of

tegory. There®s no reason that
ne, at least i1If that fish is iIn
co, It"s had a chance to spawn,
ROOKS:

Thanks. Scott?

Well 1 just would say
y made my point that that quota
cated, that there"s no reason to
there and not being fished on a

not utilized.

he reality of the situation is,

the lion"s sharg of the purse seine quota has

already been realllocated.

the Reserve catef
that reserve anj
other user groug

1"m n

100 percent of

D]

the way that 1 f¢

that"s left sitting

COUR
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It"s already gone into
yjory, and the primary windfall of
punt has been allocated to the
S .

bt going to be a pig and say that
jt should be, but that"s really
el, because this residual amount

in there right now, iIf you
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left 1t alone 3
only user group [
Tleet.

The o
welled out is tfh

to are not just

because

consideration fior that residual

there.

I cay
purse seine quot
It by 25 percen
unused portion.
found i1ts way in
not?

MR. N

MR. T
of what the orif
already gone inf
allocate to varig

aside was 1ntendg
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they e
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nd did nothing, potentially the

‘hat can use that is the longline

nly reason that that®"s not being
At the users that i1t"s allocated
generally making that available,
financial

looking for a

quota that"s

1"t remember what the original

a IS, but 1 know you®"re reducing

L per year were you not on the

And so all of that i1s already

to the reserve category, has it

CHALE: Seventy-fTive.

AYLOR: Seventy -- so 75 percent

yinal purse seine quota was has

fo the Reserve to allow you to

DUS other user groups. This set-

2d for any potential catastrophic
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or problem use @

I wo
one: get 1t 1i
there and catch
that we have the

Some
-- that 1 know
advocated for th
beginning of A
opportunity to 9

We ne

quota iIn there s

around with a nd

MR.
to get Steve iIn
response?

(Off

MR.

advocate sunsett
but also

commercial

COoy
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real

U

)

3

fisheries.

=
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F the longline fleet.

Ild strongly encourage you to,

1to the system; let us get out

the fish; let us utilize this so

level of fTlexibility.
bf the things that you personally

a lot of people iIn the agency

at maybe weren"t possible at the

mendment 7, and give us the

how us an effective result.

ed this flexibility; we need the
we don"t feel like we"re walking
pse around our neck.

ROOKS: Thanks, Scott. I want

the mix. Oh, sorry, Tom? Quick

mic comment)

GETTO: Yes. 1I"d like to

ing this industry, the fishery,

locating this quota to the

These are commercial-
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sized fish, and

that need these|

and the longling
MR. B
us on. I know t

think we"re hearing very clearly:

allocate;
allocation shoul

Alan,
not, super-fast,
last topic. Go

MR. |
something else t
regard to the
whether 1t"s wit
the purse seine

That?
utilization of t
position where
chronically ung

pressure comes 1§
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a bunch of opinions on
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there are commercial fisheries

both in the General, Harpoon,
fisheries.
ROOKS: Thanks. 1 want to move
here"s a couple of cards left; 1
sunset, re-
how that re-
d go forward.
Marty, if you can hold off? |If
because 1 really want us to the
ahead .
VEISS: I just wanted to say
hat hasn®"t been mentioned yet iIn
dead allocations being made,
hin the Longline category or to
category.
s that an impediment to the full
he U.S. quota iIs putting us iIn a
it we

we run the risk that

lerharvest our ICCAT quota,

iternationally to reallocate that
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quota, because
people want it.

MR. B

MR. WEBER:

-— the 25 percer

category right r
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It"s such high value and other

ROOKS: Thanks, Alan. Marty?

Two things: what"s left
t that"s left In the Purse Seine

pw, | would say that if you look

to sunset the cagegory, the Purse Seine category,

right now that §
us from being ch
And
industry is the
the potential to
25 percent shou
the Ilongliners
should strictly
longline industn
As fa

already starting

being allocated,

s the sole thing that®s keeping
pked out.

since the pelagic longline
only industry here that has got
be choked out, I think that that
d be set up some way to protect
from being choked out. That
only be allocated to the pelagic
Y -

r as the other 75 percent, we"re
to set precedence on how that"s

and 1"m against any permanent

allocation of that until we figure out how to

straighten out t
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he allocation system within the
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pelagic longline
MR .

Let"s A

]

right.
management opti
options out then
what folks are tf
there that shoul
MR.
question you had
been caught 1in
people who were
solution iIn sed
actually have th
MR. N
this stemmed fro
-- 1t"s a little
But at one point
landings taking
jumping over.
Let"s say
and they

weeks,

COUR

(202) 234-4433

178

category to begin with.

BROOKS : Thanks, Marty. All

hift to the last topic, other

DNS . So a lot of different

> to talk about. |1 want to hear

1inking and what ideas are not up

1 be. So, Rick?
WEBER: The permit changes
, Brad; 1 know people that have

that. Did you actively have

changing category? Was this a
rch of a problem, or did you
2 problem?

ICHALE: There actually, where
n was a problem in the sense that
stale now; things have evolved.
in time, you had Harpoon category

place, and the vessel -- you“re

that fishery was open for three

1 they jump over the General
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category. So dg
why this had coj
time, especiall
permits.

And
recreational, an
Tfishermen that M
it's,
human error to bg
integrity that -
into the General
Tish, and be lik
go chase footbal

And

integrity? 1t-s

whatever timeframe we attach with this,

somebody always
legitimate story
build a new flex

MR.

complimentarily
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uble-dipping was the premise of
ne about, but it"s evolved over

y with the evolution of the

you have charter, the

d then your directed commercial

ave been getting jammed up. So

how do you allow the fTlexibility for the

2 corrected, but yet conserve the

+ let"s say somebody doesn®t jump

category, land themselves three

e, Oh, you know what? 1 like to

Is.

s0, how do you preserve that

5 doable, but 1t"s almost like

there®s
on the other side that has a

. And 1t"s, again, how do you

ibility to accommodation them?

WEBER: well, let me speak

of your office. ITf there was a
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way to put It
judgment to Tix §
It as an algorit
just going to n
error.

1 don
but 1 think I in\
who had made tha

was, There®"s jus

me.
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in there that 1t took a human
human error; i1f you try to write
hm or another hard rule, you©re
pve the line to the next human
"t know what you should write,
volved you when 1 had that person

t human error, and your response

t nothing in the code that lets

1 ful
mistake. This i
attempting to ad
trap.

And |
we"re talking ab
to that, person
with what your s
with using the

industries, and

a decent amount
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ly believe you; | understand the
5 not one of the problems we were

dress, and yet he"s caught iIn a

continuing that compliment, as
out the purse seine, going back
ally, 1°ve been very impressed
10p has done over the last decade
eserve to solve problems i1n all
| would be a proponent of leaving
of reserve to solve national
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problems that ar

I can
having someone 1t
the best inter
everything fully

think about it

I i

that"s more ang§
think 1t"s what?

MR.

A

flexibility at
pelagic industry

MR.
I"ve heard ment

there are probab
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e unforeseeable.

"t even give you the example, but
here to judiciously allocate in

est of  the nation, not have
allocated so you don*"t have to

anymore, and i1t"s on -- 1 know

t for you and your shop, but 1

5 best for the country.

ROOKS: Offer some comfort and
the national level. David,
COX: Just a quick question.

ion that two possibilities --

ly others -- one would be to be

to put the pursg seine quota into the reserve,

and the other oj
I*m wondering if
the national §
guidance that w
other. Thanks.

MR. M
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1e would be to reallocate. And

there®s anything in your view In

tandards that would give us

puld compel us one way or the

CHALE: 1"m going to go with no,
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because the way
are phrased, Yy
argument either

But |

away Trom the

either-or situagion.

quota from the |i
General category
that®"s how we ne

We ab
options there wh
mentioned, sonm
redistribution,
just mentioned,
the Flexibility
executed with re
run.

But
balance?
overly constraing

been made yet.
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All that"s wide open,
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some of the national standards
pu could make 1t support an
vay, | suspect.

also don*"t want folks to walk
conversation thinking 1t"s an
Even though we®ve moved
reserve to the longline and the
, that doesn"t necessarily mean
ed to roll forward.
solutely can, so there®s a lot of
like Jason had

ere it could be,

e sort of an equitable
put yet some portion is, as Rick
held within reserve to maintain
the agencies had, and that we®ve
Jative success, not always a home
how do you strike the right
that we"re not
>d because again, no decision has
And the first thing first is, do
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we ultimately su
the reality of |
the U.S. quota
currently, eve

redistributing
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nset the fishery, and then if so,
fhat is, there®s 18.6 percent of
associated with that category
n  though we"re

right now,

75, we could use that as a

precedent, but we"re not bound by that.

And 9

50 that®"s where 1 think a lot of

flexibility of

addressed. Th
needs arise, W
certain -- we c
either addressi

but vyet

maintaining flex

to be at the, yg
And

where we all wan

power, but some

agency

upon the criter

we"ll stay that

COoy
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striking

he needs around the table can be
n, Rick, as you mentioned, as
2"ve been able to accommodate
n think of it along that line of
g some of the certainty issues,

the right balance and

ibility versus the U.S. continue

U know -- of all of it.

e"re fTine 1T that"s ultimately
to be, Is that the power -- not

of the power exists within the

to execuyte those redistributions based

ia we hold ourselves to, then

course.
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But
certainty to fis

happening when,

that balance game of how you strike

the two.

MR. B
a fTew people in
folks, some of
there as well
picture allocat)

allocations, tin

you want to comn

I

the mix. Let"g
Dewey, Grant, Al

MR.
purse seine al

prescribed allog
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iIt"s also acknowledging that
hery participants to know what"s
goes a long way. So i1t"s all

it between

ROOKS: Thanks, Brad. |[1"ve got

the queue and jJust to remind
the questions Brad has put out
are thoughts on changing big
ons, thoughts on changing sub-
e periods again, to the extent
ent on that or throw ideas into

3 go with Andrew, Mike, Jason,

an, and then Scott. So, Andrew?

10X: Just to jump back to the

location; we already have a

ration percentage, so to me it

makes sense, why would we not just follow what

we"ve done i1n th
that purse seing

Jumpi
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e past as we look to reallocate

ng to the Angling category, |1
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think that, as 2|
the giants curr¢
a larger percen
category. And |i
which I know 1is
also looked at p(
you look at hoy
with those fish
deep-dropping al
Florida in later

We*"ve
that as more ang

fish seem to hayf

back north.
MR. B
MR.
things. First, |

a 1.8 metric tor
and 1t results
England, we doy

because typicall
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3 percent i1s only pushed towards
ntly, that | would advocate for
tage going towards the Trophy
T you look to split the north,
in Amendment 13 potentially, it
ytentially splitting the south as

anglers have been iInteracting
over recent years, specifically
nd Kkite TFfishing off of South
spring and early summer.

been seeing more and more of
lers are deep-dropping and those
e moved west on their migration
ROOKS: Mike?

PIERDINOCK: Thank you; few

vith the Trophy category, there"s

s rep zone, which is very small,

in early closures. Up In New

1"t even have an opportunity,

y that gets closed anywhere from
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June to August,
So t
seiners quota,
Also, you may wa
additional zone,
a new zone nort

the 42 to Egg ag

quota for Trophy

thing.

The
category open,
commercial endo

coast, as well
months as well 3

category to
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I believe.

ake something Tfrom the purse-
increase the quota for that.
Nt to consider that you have an
the infamous 42 line, maybe have
h of the 42 line, and then from
an additional zone with certain
y category. So that"s the first
next thing, to keep the General

the charter/head boats with

rsements open up and down the

as in New England iIn the summer

s the fall. Use the Purse Seine

help that, and maybe some

consideration that the June, July, August quota

has some of that
movement an atte

Next
outcry 1 hear F

harpoon, go in

COoy
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moved into the fall months, that
mpt to keep us open all year.

as fTar as harpoon goes, the

rom many is that if you want to

o the Harpoon category; don"t
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permit such within the General category. So
that"s somethjing else out there for
consideration.

As fTar as having harpoon 1iIn the
charter/headboat| category as an additional method

of landing commell

such. You"re in(
right now, ag
commercial endor

fishing, and the
the process.

IT yg
will not be part|i
just be the captgd
they"d be iInsure(

Lastl

rcial fish, I would not recommend
creasing effort, and in addition,
a charter/headboat with a
sement, you can go hook-and-line
clientele are participating iIn
)u"re harpooning, the clientele
cipating in the process; it will
in doing 1t, and 1 doubt whether
1 to do anything other than that.

Y, one thing just to add about

the infamous thrige versus one, one point I1°d like

to make 1s t
community, It has
bag limits are I

limit of 15 fish

COUR
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hat for the charter/headboat
5 to all with perception. If the
igh -- let"s say you have a bag

versus five, people will say, 1
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want to get 15.

it's five, well,
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I want to book that trip. |If

I don"t know.

I"d |([like you to take that into
consideration. IT the bag limit iIs three, and
iIT I1"m a charger/headboat with a commercial

endorsement, and
day, people are
three; 1°m going

It ma
one, the percepti
even with the ot
schoolies and --
size, and so on|

And

perception and t

that there®s only

17}

instead of three¢
than three. But
charter/headboat

perception. Tha

MR. MCHALE:

COUR
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I can possibly get three that
saying, Wow. 1"m going to get
to book the trip.
y Increase effort. |If it"s just
on isn"t the same. That happens
her bag limits we have with the
well, the school size, the mid-
that may be adding to the
he reality that you"ve indicated
y one Tish typically being caught
, and the percentage is smaller
the efforts are going on from a
"s standpoint because of that
Nk you.

So Mike, 1 just want to
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come back to thg
clear, but 1 alj
understanding wi
aspects.

So
accommodated a
retention limit
charter, whether
Now, that 1isn
influence on the
higher retenti
attractive to I
charter an offsHh

So ar
there i1s a commg
that that"s pot4
hire fleet? |1

mishear somethin

|
»

\

n

»

»

|
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t. | think I heard you loud and
o0 want to course correct my own
en it comes to the four higher
heard

historically, we"ve

d i1mplemented, more liberal

5 to be attractive to book a
recreational side.

it be In the

t necessarily as strong an
commercial retention limits, but
n limits make a trip more
cur the cost of what i1t takes to
pre trip these days.

2 you expressing concerns that if
rcial trip limit of three Tish,
ntially detrimental to the for-
just want to make sure 1 didn"t

g there. 1 didn"t think so, but

I wanted to verify.

MR.

-

with Wicked Tuna

COoy

(202) 234-4433

D

=

IERDINOCK: No, I think 1t"s --

and all the perception out there
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about getting
opportunity to (
at 1t and saying
get three, 1™m ¢
not.

That?
that we run intd

MR.
about eight, nin
Tfolks can be T
Jason?

MR. A

to touch back on
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31l  these fish and having the
jatch three. People are looking
y, If 1 can go book that guy and
joing to go. |If It"s one, maybe
s a typical issue with bag limits
all the time. It"s perception.

Mike. I have

ROOKS: Thanks,
@ people in the queue, so just if
ocused, that would be helpful.

DRIANCE: Thanks. 1 just wanted

the Gulf of Mexico Trophy; we"re

talking, what, flive, six fish currently?

Therg
management and

greatly reduced

closed areas in the Gulf of Mexico.

weak hooks.
I jus

holds much watel

COoy

(202) 234-4433

TS been all these other

regulatory changes, and you
dead discards, and you®ve added

You"ve added

sl

5t don"t see where the argument

1 that another five or six fish,
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that little 1ng
detrimental dama

MR. B

MR.
wondering if 1t
years people hg
pelagic longling
category permit.
more restrictive
so 1t will allow
whatever the tri

So In
in, vreapply fTg
different things
under discretion
restrictive iIs t

And
turn In an iIncig
handgear six Tis
permit. The 1
believe, 30 swg

COUR
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crease there, 1iIs going to do

ge to the bluefin stock.

ROOKS: Thanks. Dewey?
EMILRIGHT: Thank you. I was
's possible to -- the last few

lve been having to turn their
> permits iIn to get a General
The General category permit 1is
than a pelagic longline permit,
you to only possess one fish or
b or bag limit iIs at that time.
stead of having to turn permits
r them, get them back, and
, why couldn®t you just -- iIt"s
iIs the

, Whichever permit most

he one you have to go by.

It"s also similar to having to

ental swordfish permit to get a
h added to your General category

icidental permit allows you, |1

yrdfish when you"re a pelagic
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longline.
So my
possess two pern
the most restriy
this, send in td
back. 1t"s just
You"rf
loopholes that"s
don"t have to dd
sending them oy
possess 1Is the |
that you have tg
And
longline permit]
go longlining W
incidental swoy
longline permit|
there should be

handgear permit

without having t

192

thing is to be able to allow to
jts; the one you have to go by is
ctive without having to do all
the permits office, get permits
a lot of unnecessary paperwork.
e Jumping

through legal

allowed you to do it, but you
all this sending permits In and
t, because whatever permit you
bne that"s the most restrictive

follow.

iIT you have an Atlantic tuna

that"s the caveat. You can"t
ithout that. So 1 can"t go
dfishing without my pelagic

So if that goes off the shelf,
no reason why 1 couldn"t get a
to go with my General category

O turn i1t iIn.

It"s [Just a bit of paperwork, and it"s

COUR
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a pain to have t
weeks back and &
fishing and maksg
lot of paperwor
possible, and

restrictive that

you have to foll

MR.

3
of folks who havg
today much. So
Anna.

MS. W

what Mike was sa

to reconsider Trophy areas.

D]

shut out of theg
bluefin tuna for

MS. |
Atlantic Council
extending the
period to end of

MR. B
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p send down two weeks here, four
Il this stuff just to try to go
it. It"s all legal, but it"s a
it that"s

K. I was wondering

whatever permit is the most

you have that"s valid is the one
pw. Thank you.

ROOKS: 1 want to get a couple
> really been in the conversation
let"s go with Angel then over to
ILLEY: 1 just wanted to support
ying earlier about the potential
Maryland has been
» opportunity to land a Trophy
years now.
BECKWITH: Yes, and the South
still supports consideration of
January General category time
April.
ROOKS:

Thank you. 1°m going to
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try a different

reporting reque
possibility that
the ability forn
electronically

council

that reporting

particularly blu
way to skin a ca
MR. B

MR. G

clarification.

harpoon gear 1|

wherever it"s drn

Becalu

mandate|,

l

sts. |
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. approach with my electronic
wonder 1f there"s a
we could put into this amendment
a Tisherman who has to report
through a different agency or

that they are allowed to use
their

requirement for HMS,

efin. Just trying a different
.

ROOKS: Steve?

ETTO: Just looking for point of

Is the 1dea that you would make

legal iIn the General category

awn from on the boat?

se It says here: Remove harpoon

gear as an aughorized gear fTor the General

category.

take In everythi
MR.

regulations iIn

as gears that a

COoy

(202) 234-4433

That

=

re used

would mean cockpits; cockpits
ng -
MCHALE: Yes. We  have

lace that define secondary gears

in the cockpit to bring
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the fish under cf
your Flying gaff

We"re
to that. We"re |i
used to take th
from the pulpit.

MR. |
enforced? 1 mea

boat; how do you

MR.

]

be an example of
There would be n
and 1f somebody
vessel up on thojg
still throw frof
you, | guess.

But wg
But we wouldn®t y
that a cockpit ha

these large pel§g

wouldn®t want tg

COUR
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ntrol. So whether i1s your gaff,
, your 45, your -- you name it.
not, in this context, referring
referring to, as the primary gear
e fish. So essentially thrown
SETTO: So how would that be
n, would you -- the gears on the
enforce how 1t"s used?
CHALE: No pulpit. That would
something we would explore then.
o pulpit allowed on the vessel,
had to skills to drive their
5e fish and not put them down and
the bow, all right. Power to
2*d be looking along those lines.
ant to introduce any uncertainty
rpoon is a valuable tool to bring
\gic species under control. We
) compromise that as we explore
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MR.

3

then Scott, and
MR.

quick. Just on

the potential al

caught using gre
that®"s somethin
support. OfF cg
that was writter

I thi
the gquestions hel
ones to ask, and
off the top of my
to be open to tH
retain green-sti

And t
conversation bet
about the dead d
lowering the max
the ICC

down to
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ROOKS: Let"s go to Grant, and
then Alan, then to back to Rick.
GALLAND: Thanks. I can be
a couple of i1ssues here: first,
lowance of retention of bluefin
en-stick; but longline vessels,
g that we would potentially

urse, we would need to see how

up.
nk you®ve highlighted a couple of
re that would be the most obvious
I don"t have any answers right
v head, but I think we would want
e Tlexibility for those guys to
ck caught fish.
hen to a point that there was a
veen you, Brad, and Dewey earlier
iscards. We would also support
jmum size for the commercial guys
AT max size and then requiring
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retention of thda

problems with or

MR. TTAYLOR: 1°d

just for a quicK

This is just a po
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se fish so we kind of get at two
e there.

like to jump back
second to page 11 if we could.

int of clarification that 1 think

that I understand, and also to make a point here,

as we"re talk
sunsetting the ¢

It sh
was 28 percent Ig

and that i1if 1t wg

1

the Ilongline fTI)
situation that
standpoint of cg
forced to go out
were not active |
this additional

And t
I*m not sure thg

everybody else d

years, you“"ve re¢

COUR

(202) 234-4433

ng about the potential for
Urse seine quota.
ould be noted that there still
pasing of that purse seine guota,
1S sunsetted and not allocated to
eet, you could be creating a
ould make things worse from the
st. Then the longline fleet was
and get quota from people that
‘hat was in the fishery, and that
P8 percent was not available.
he second part of that is, maybe
't 1"m understanding this; maybe
oes. But over the past several
duced that purse seine guota by
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25 percent to tf

Is th
Is essentially 3
year so that th
purse seine qud
Then you woulg
reallocated as 3
about the reallq

percent that is

today? Am 1 mak

MR.

—

now Is, we"re dd
fishery. We"re

and based upon ¢

|

D

|

D

@ existing amount that"s

198

2 purse seine quota.
at not a permanent reduction that
calculation that you make every
in the
ta i1s still the 18.7 percent?
have to determine would be
total amount, or are we talking
cation of only the remaining 25
the residuary amount as It sits
ing myself —-

CHALE: So the way it"s set up

ing an annual assessment of that
Jooking at previous year®s catch,

revious year"s catch, 1Tt they“re

zero, which therg has been, we currently have the

authority to
category”"s quots

percent.

Under

sunset this Tfis

open. So w

COoy
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f

L

=

callocate 75 percent of that

to the reserve, leaving the 25

nheath a potential proposal to

lery, the doors are almost wide

could entertain discussing
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reallocating theg
what we"ve done
inform i1t, but )
shape, or form,
last few years.
So re
net wide, we"re ¢
IS there to ent
we"re not hemme(
transpired last
MR. T
personally shoul
and was only thij
sunset having a
remaining 25 (¢
percent has beer
And
reallocation of
quota, that 1is

present tremend

encourage the ag
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18.6 percent. We could look at
last couple of years to help
ve"re not obligated in any way,

to mirror what we"ve done the

ally, when 1 mention casting the
oing just that. The opportunity
ertain a number of things, but
1 In based upon exactly what"s
couple of years.
AYLOR: So if I can follow up, 1
1 have realized that, and didn"t,
nking in terms of the potential
potential reallocation of the
ercent, because the other 75
going into reserve.
iIT we"re talking about a
20 percent, almost, of the U.S.
and would

real and meaningful

pus opportunity that 1 would

ency to look very hard and clear
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at, but that i1t npeeds to be done as a part of the

reallocation of
active boats so
downside opporty

MR. M

MR. WEISS:

the quota into the hands of the
that we can avoid any potential
nity to the fleet.

CHALE: Alan?

Thank you. This is kind

of an overall cgmment which is that recognizing

that in Amendmeng 7 and in the FMP overall, you®ve

given yourselves
framework adjust

The

a very wide latitude in making
ments.

fact being that some of the

changes that are being contemplated here are

urgently needed,

changes as ppssible

1°d like to see you make as many

under the framework

procedures, rather than the FMP amendment process

that takes much
MR. M
MR. W

guota

towards Trophy, 1

longer.
CHALE: Thank you.
EBER: As | support move of some

am very aware, as you

said, with tempgation that that is a risk I do

not want them tg enter commerce.

We know where
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that leads, and |jt"s bad.

I wpuld 1look for some way to
physically altegr the Tish; removal of lower
caudal lobe; npemoval of a particular fin;

something that i to be done as soon as that fish

IS on the boat t

that a dealer Kr

hat 1dentifies i1t as a Trophy so

pws, IFf you see a fish with this

marking on i1t, it was marked that way to identify

it as a Trophy,
to the dealers T
But 3

recreational Tfis

JJ

people to then g
MR .
thing that I wou

we have a numbe

-

and therefore -- and 1711 defer
or what ideas they might have.

Ithough 1 want Trophy, and I want
hing, I do not want to empower
it those fish Into commerce.

P1ERD INOCK: Thank you. One
d also like to point out is that

r of different tournaments that

take place from (ape Cod on north that have become

larger, notab
specifically, an
there because of

As a4

e tournaments for bluefin
d the Trophy category isn"t even
the early closures.

result, there®"s a significant
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lack of particij
In these tourna
tournaments. THh
the General cate
iIT you rely on
to have to keep
Brad,
the closures ha\
happened, so | j
also point that
maybe for to
exceptions, and
another mechanis
iT 1t is Trophy
grade fish. Thg
MR.
taking the TFI
colleagues told
max sizes insteg
So td
for the

longlin

COoy
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jation and who would participate
ments. And these are big money
ey then go down the road of using
gory or Charter/Headboat category
Jiants, and that®s what you have
the tournament going.

you know which ones they are;
'e occurred that that hasn"t even
ust wanted to point that out, and
| out from the standpoint that
urnaments there"s also some
with what Rick said, maybe that"s
m of what you do in a tournament

related and not for commercial-

Inks.
GALLAND: Yes. Sorry, just
por to correct myself. My

me 1°m over here talking about
id of min sizes.

)| be clear, what we would support
€ guys moving the minimum size
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down to the |
requiring retent
whiskeys last ni
MR. B
to weigh iIn on
about broadly?
all go to lunch.
a good conversat

the table for yol

thinking about.

MR. M
MR. B
right. So we -4
MR. M

everybody*"s cand
continue to do 1

MR.
again; a lot mo
about.

(Wher

went off the red

COUR
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We will reconvene at 1:45 sharp.
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CCAT minimum size, and then

ion above that. Sorry, too many
ght.
ROOKS: Okay. Anyone else want
any of the topics we"ve talked
IT not, 1 think we can let you
I just want to thank folks for
jon there; a lot of issues out on

iIr folks, Brad, | think they*"d be

CHALE: Yes. Plenty to chew on.
ROOKS: Plenty to chew on. All
CHALE: Good stuff. | appreciate

or, there"s a lot here. We"ll
t, but appreciate it.

BROOKS : So a busy afternoon
re scoping docs to be thinking
Thanks.
eupon, the above-entitled matter
ord at 12:14 p.m. and resumed at
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1:51 p.m.)

MR.
going here. We
want to jump rig
we discussed th
their agency ha
work has been ddg
been put iInto t

regulatory ame

area-based manag

I think the question 1is,

need to revisit
been accomplishi
to Jen and to C
thinking they®ve
done 1In the pr
them walk throug

range of options

areas that they"

come back and t

over to you.

COoy
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ROOKS: All

right. Let"s get
do have a busy afternoon so we
ht into it. You know, again, as
s morning, and as you all know,

a lot of different

]

3 been busy,

ne and a good deal of effort has

nis, the 1issue around potential
ndments for weak hook and
ement .

iIs there a
this in light of IBQ and what it
ng? And so | want to hand it off
naig to walk us through what the
And as we"ve

been done on this.

BviIous conversations, we"ll let

jh the whole -- sort of the full
that they"re putting out and the

re talking about. And then we*"ll

ake them one-by-one. So, Jen,
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MS. C
hour or so we
rulemaking and pj
working on. We
fall AP meeting
comments from scy
summer .

So I

we"re presentiy
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UDNEY: Okay. So, for the next
"re going to chat about the
roject that Craig and I have been

last talked about this at our
where we provided a summary of

pping that we did last spring and

m going to emphasize that what

ig on today 1is the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement or the DEIS. We

do anticipate [
hopefully, but |
out for you all
feedback on. Sg
to follow short
some more iInfor
at the end of tf

So th
about our back

objectives. A

familiar to you

COUR
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raving a rule come out soon,
e just needed to get something
to think about and provide us

, again, this is the DEIS, rule

ly, and we"ll provide you with

ation on both the DEIS and rule

> talk.

is 1s the outline. We"ll talk

ground, purpose and need and

lot of this is going to look

. We"ve used -- we"ve had a
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similar
continued this ¢

we= Il
alternatives for
that we"re goin
presentation, wi
italics and with
presentation ang
the next steps a

So, 4

1

longline Tishery
and dolphins ang

discussion. The

206

information presented before as we"ve

ISCussion.

then get 1iInto some of our
each of our four thematic areas
g to be talking iIn this DEIS
th our preferred alternatives iIn
a little special emphasis in our
then, as 1 said, we"ll get into
t the very end.

s everybody knows, the pelagic

targets swordfish, bass, tuna
I has been the subject of much

re have been recent decreases in

revenue and efT]
shows revenue ar
and depending on
you"re seeing soO
40 percent deg
through, between

In 11

topics

COUR

(202) 234-4433

that we

rt and landings. This table

d effort over the last six years
which column you®re looking at,
mewhere between a 30 to about a

rease 1In revenue and effort

2012 and 2017.

ght of this and many of the other

ve already considered this
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morning, there
constituent base

longline bycatch

or not some of

needed.

Recer
management Stru
included our 1iIn
program,

numer

electronic mon

dividual

itoring or
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have been requests from several
#s to look again at our pelagic
management and determine whether

these regulations are still

1cly, we implemented new

cture under Amendment 7 that

bluefin quota, our IBQ

pDUS gear restricted areas,

the cameras that

everybody should be familiar with at this point

and VMS catch reg
set a report o
caught, retaineg
Thess
resulted, as To
what we think i
in bluefin land
emphasized a 9
bycatch managem
wide

fleet

COoy

(202) 234-4433

pborting which requires for every
n the number of fTish that are
and/or discarded.

2l new management measures have

m talked about this morning, 1In

I i

5 a fairly substantial reduction
Ings and dead discards and has

ort of programmatic Tfocus 1In

ent that reflects a shift from

measures towards individual
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accountability.
With
a number of reg
that are intende
or iInteractions
whether or not

shows some of th
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the end result being that we have
julations that are on the books
d to reduce bluefin tuna discards
we"re

so again, looking at

these are all needed. This map

b measures, or some of the areas

that we"re lookiphg at in this action.

I ddg

program of cour

extent that the
in so you would
layered on top
gear restricted
round Gulf of Me
So, t
to evaluate whet

based and gear

our low numbs
interactions.
Giver

COoy

(202) 234-4433

want to reemphasize the 1BQ

se covers all of the fishable
pelagic longline fleet i1s fishing
have to think of that as being
of some of these closed areas,
areas and the mandatory year
xico weak hook use.
ne purpose again as we"ve said Is
ther some of these longline area
measures are needed to maintain
bluefin

rs of discards and

)| the fact that we feel, at least
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as shown i1n the
IBQ program hag
discard goals T
and effort and
about, some off
towards individu
to remove redung

So th
are paraphrased
and bycatch mort
Atlantic HMS by
with our Tishg
applicable laws.

To s
HMS management

regulations thg

bluefin tuna dis

continue to work

for the longling
such as swordfis

So, 4

COoy
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draft three-year review, that the
5 met bluefin landing and dead
or the fTishery, those decreases
landings that we just talked
the programmatic Tfocus shift
al accountability and the request
ant regulations.

e objectives of this rule making
to continue to minimize bycatch
fality of bluefin tuna and other
a longline gear as consistent
ry management plan and other
implify and streamline Atlantic
by reducing redundancies and
it were established to reduce
cards or interactions and then to
towards optimizing the ability
fleet to harvest target species
h to the extent practical.

1s 1 mention there are these four
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geographic area|]
themes for our §
of slides are (
alternatives thg
these areas.

So, T
United States
alternatives in
to modifying Tt
closed area by
converting the W
area and applyiy
are currently uj
restricted area
alternative whi
process to evall

area to eliminat

And

210

or Tour geographically based
[Iternatives and the next couple
joing to present the different

At are considered for each of

irst looking at the Northeastern

closed area we had Tive
the DEIS ranging from no action,
he Northeastern United States
removing a portion of 1iIt, to
hole thing to a gear restricted
g the performance metrics that
sed for the Cape Hatteras gear
to this region, to our preferred
review

ch 1s to undertake a

late the continued need for the

ion of the area.

because 1t"s our preferred

alternative 1 want to take a second to walk you

through what a

So this flow cha

COUR
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review process would look like.

rt is showing two scenarios, you
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kind of have to
you"re moving fr
the right side g

The 4

where we do not

explain In just
bottom 1S an 1iIn
threshold.

So,

walking through

establish an e\
where i1n the Ng
area we would es
longline fishing
was previously d

Now,
happen as long &
to account for
bluefin tuna doe

could put the

essentially ove

COoy

(202) 234-4433
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think about 1t as swim lanes, so
om the left side of the screen to
F the screen.

jcenario on top gives an example
1*11

exceed a threshold, which

a second. The scenario on the
stance where we would exceed an
what we are

looking at here,

scenario one, 1i1s we would
raluation period of three years
rtheastern United States closed
sentially open i1t up for pelagic
during the month of June when i1t
losed.

this fishing would be allowed to
15 the amount of IBQ that is used
landings and dead discards of
s not exceed a level that we feel
longline Tfishery at risk for

rextending their quota for the
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Atlantic categor

Provi
example 1n June g
area would
June. We"d theg
Provided the thr
we would then rg

So, @
evaluation peri
basically has t
they"re able to |
Into any major

the data that"s

step three, whig

212

y 1BQ.
ded that doesn®*t happen, for

020 the threshold®s not met, the

remafin open for the entire month of

'n go into June of 2021 open.
eshold was not met in June 2021
Il into June 2022, okay.

t the end of what we call this
od, where the Jlongline fTleet
hree years to demonstrate that
Fish in that area without running
roblems, we would then evaluate

collected from the fleet under

h 1s evaluation, and that is the

extent of the acftions that would be covered under

this project.

But,

there is a fourth step iIn this

process and thag is a future action that would

follow up and bag
beyond the eval

publish a report

COUR
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sically provide us the next steps

Jation. So we would basically

of our findings and then follow
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on with what we
of comparable tg
13 where we havg
report that we-"j
activity.

Now,
indicative of 1ir
and fishing 1is
scenario where ft
the evaluation
allowed In that
while we"re ur
publishing that
that follow up a

Howev
the, as 1In scen
closed through &

and In any N
evaluation perig
while we devel

analysis, publis
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wanted to do next, so i1t"s Kkind
what we"re doing with Amendment

> the three year review, It°s a

'e using to sort of inform that

the green and the red 1is

stances where fishing i1s allowed
not allowed so under the fTirst
hat threshold is not met during
period, then Tfishing would be
area during the month of June
dertaking the evaluation, and
report, and while we"re doing
ction.

er, 1T the threshold is met then
ario two, the fishery would be
n in-season action iIn that year
June®s that

remaining during

d and 1t would remain closed

pp the report, developed our

ned 1t and then thought about our
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next steps.

So, d
do you define w
We thought abous
and what made se€
IS because the T
people that are
different times
this a cumulati
amount of IBQ t
the year, okay,
Atlantic IBQ 1s
1st in the Atlar

That
other places, wih
the remaining I§
used to cover
Northeastern clg
area. So, | ho

can try to delwvg

the question ang

COoy

(202) 234-4433

u

N

|

U

l

3

»

=

214

ne of our decision points is how
at an appropriate threshold is?
a couple of different options,
nse to us regarding the Atlantic
shery follows the fish, you have
fishing i1n different places in
of year, we did not want to make
ye thing. So we looked at the

1at"s used in the fTirst half of
that"s about 28 percent of our
Ised between January 1st and June
tic, okay.
leaves 72 percent that"s used iIn
at we just don"t want to see is
Q for the Atlantic having to be
bluefin 1interactions 1In the
sure as a result of opening that
pe that makes sense. If not we
into that a little bit more in
answer section.
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But
that we have a

remaining, excus

215

essentially what this means 1is
threshold of 72 percent of the

e me, 72 percent of the available

IBQ Atlantic allpcation that i1s available to the

Tleet for that t
to 150,000 pc
approximately 54
All
Hatteras gear
options in the D
SO retaining
eliminating the
area and part ofj
elimination hen
different becau
collect data b
actually had ac
couple of years.
SO w§
Iin the DEIS tha

a dramatic r

COoy
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Iime period and that is equivalent

unds, roughly, of fish so,

6 fish 1s your threshold.
night, moving on. For the Cape
restricted area there are two
FIS. We"re looking at no action,

the current regulations and

Cape Hatteras gear restricted
the reason that we"re looking at
little

~  Is this area 1s a

]

3e we"ve actually been able to
ecause most of the Tfleet has

tess to this area over the last

» information that i1s summarized

I suggests not only have we seen

eduction in the number of
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interactions th
during this timg
during, or that
FEIS for Amendme
isn“t really the
old data from 2
the bluefin iInt

small area pre-A

After

we"re only talk
feel that the p
we implemented A

Okay,

gear restricte

alternatives. T

the, basically

Mexico gear 1
restricted area

performance metr

Under

process to detel
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at are happening 1In this area
¥ but the hot spot that occurred
Wwe analyzed and identified in the
nt 7, isn“t really available, or
re anymore so 1T you look at the
006 to 2012 about 33 percent of
feractions occurred within this
mendment 7.
Amendment 7 was implemented
ing about 8 percent so we don"t
roblem that was occurring before
mendment 7 is still occurring.
for the spring Gulf of Mexico
d area we looked at four
hey included no action, allowing
converting the spring Gulf of
estricted area i1nto a gear
that allows access based on
ICS.
taking a very similar evaluation
mine whether we still need that
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area as a gear |
spring Gulf of ||
again our pref
undertake that ¢
schematic that"s
just walked you

The o

you look at the,

we"ve got the 1
to red blocks

periods where t
we"ve got the

instead of June
Gulft of Mexico ¢
effective and

during the month
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restricted area or eliminate the
Mlexico gear restricted area and
erred alternative here is to
bvaluation process so there®s a
very similar to the one that 1
through for the Northeast area.

nly difference here really is if

under step one and step two where

jttle green blocks and the green

hat are talking about the time
1S area was previously closed,
onths of April and May in here
because we"re talking about the
ear restricted area, and that is
currently closed to the fleet

s of April and May.

So, fhe spring Gulf of Mexico gear

restricted area
the Northeastert]
that most of

contained so
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is a little bit different than
United States closed area 1in

the fTleet 1s Tairly locally

we don"t have the same
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considerations,
about, you know)j

in the year off
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we don®"t have the same concerns
fishing that"s occurring early

of Florida affecting potentially

the quota usage fthat could influence a closure iIn

reaching of that threshold up

closed area.

So, 1
So we felt that
could be establ
that"s i1ssued tg
the months of Ag

three year perigdg

actually fished

out how much qug
boats and that ¢
63,000 pounds orn

The T
alternatives bui
Gulf

of Mexico

They

in the Northeast

t"s just a different situation.
in this instance the threshold
ished around the amount of IBQ
vessels that are active during
ril and May. So, this iIs over a
d of time. We looked at who had
in the Gulf of Mexico, figured
pta they had available to those
stablished a threshold of about
about 114 fish for this area.
purth thematic area that we have
It around are the, i1s the spring

weak hook management options.

include alfternatives such as no action, a

seasonal requirement for weak hooks, and complete
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removal of the
to emphasize thg
hooks would app
woulld cover the [
sort of like, M@
but 1t also encg

there i1s a highg

that are getting

10}

We T¢
for weak hooks |
back and looked §
that was complg
Center. We donf
that anything th
project was dor
still would ar
beneficial to th

They
fish that are c§

so we would be,

you can see that
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eak hook requirement and 1 want

2 seasonal requirement for weak
ly from January to June and it
)rimary spawning time periods of,
y, June, late April of course,
mpasses other time periods where
r abundance of spawners or TfTish
ready to spawn in the Gulf.

It that a seasonal requirement
vas very justified when we went
it some of the weak hook research
»ted by the Southeast Science
t have information that suggests
at has really changed since this
2 We"re still, you know, we
ticipate that weak hooks are
e stock.

do tend to reduce the number of
ught, at least bluefin tuna and
the seasonal

with requirement,

they would be effective during

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

L)

the times as 1 §
tuna and when Cg
tuna 1s higher.

Howev
data we also notji
and roundscale sj
of those that arg
so this alternat
between trying |t
bluefin tuna 3
protections for
spearfish.

Okay,
encouraging comif
You can submit |t
We have made our
As 1 s

website.

rule that, or

i

attached to this
so you can

regulations.gov
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aid when there are more bluefin

atch per unit effort of bluefin

er, as we were looking at this
ced that, you know, white marlin
pearfish, there are actually more
2 caught when weak hooks are used
Ive sort of strikes a compromise
0 maximize our protections for
nd then

also considering the

white marlin and roundscale

sO next steps, we are
ents on the DEIS by July 3lst.
'hose to Craig or | over email.
documents available on the HMS

aid, there®s going to be another

there®s going to a rule that"s

DEIS that"s coming out shortly

still submit comments on

and we intend to consider the
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comments on the [
when we move for
rule.

We ar
public hearing &
tuned for that.
public hearings
the end of July.
of yet unschedul

Okay,
some new informg
something that
was suggested to
referred to as I
look at some ofj
presented in the

So W
bivariate hex
represented by 1

number of bluefir

color of the hex
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DEIS and on the rule collectively

vard with the FEIS and the final

e also going to be publishing a
schedule with our rules so stay
We"re looking at most of our
happening from late June through
There are also two planned, as
ed, webinars.

and 1

also want to point out

tion that i1s not in the DEIS but

e wanted to get out there. It

us that the use of what has been

shot charts™ i1s a useful way to
this i1nformation that we have

DEIS.

nat"s you"re looking at 1is a

map of the number of sets

he size of the hexagons and the

1 interactions represented by the

agons and the gray circles that
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are iIn the b
activity but it]
didn"t necessal
locations where

But
be able to flip
Is talking about
month June up 1
area. The ne
landings iIn the
have two maps
yellowfin tuna I
we do hope to ha

our FEIS.

MR.

we have about 1
this. As | said
It, sort of ares
Jjust any geners3
know, the gener]

around that th
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ickground are showing Tishing
s at a confidential level so we
ily want to show the exact
that activity was happening.

ou have the presentation, you®ll
through these. The first slide
bluefin tuna interactions in the
around the Northeastern closed
(t slide 1is showing swordfish
lortheast closed area and then we

that are showing bluefin and

andings in the Gulf of Mexico so,

ye more of these types of maps in

ROOKS: Great. Thank you. So

b minutes or so to talk through
at the beginning we want to take
by area, but would invite first
I comments folks have on, you
1l approach that®"s guiding this

e IBQ program 1S 1In essence
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creating some

regulations that are already

area based or weak hook approach so

any general comf
to hear 1t and 1t
the Northeastern
way South so, g€

MR. $
was really good.
IS going, this [l
another documenyt
document, Issues

It has to do wit

the research in {

to provide comment on that, |

beginning of Ju
little fuzzy of
30-page document
for how this res
1dea?

MS. €
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space  to rethink some of the
in place from an
1T there's
ents on that approach we"d like

hen 1 think we"ll just start iIn

U.S. closed area and work our
neral comments? David.
CHALIT: Thanks Jennifer. That

We, 1*m just wondering how this

DEIS i1s going to interface with

r, which 1 received a 30-page
and, 1 forget what it"s called.
h the methodology used for doing
» closed area so we"ve been asked
think by the
ly if I"m not mistaken, I'm a

that, but how iIs this --- this

, 1s that going to set the tone

carch will be done? Is that the

UDNEY: So these are similar yet
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different issues
that are out rig
very hard to get
time because one
we"re looking al
process to get d

So, 1|
than 1 think somg
in that spatial
and Steve have
areas are 1inclu
overlap but somg
included because
going to happen
measures.

So 1
complete, their |
Gulft of Mexico ¢
part and parcel (

that we have. [

MR.
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SCHALIT:
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. So, we have four, four things
ht now that overlap and we tried
them all out at about the same
thing informs the other but what
I here i1s sort of a controlled
ata In these areas by the fleet.
t, it's a little bit different
of the measures that are covered
management document that Tobey
but out. I mean some of these
ded so yes, of course there"s
» of that i1s | think they were
we don®"t exactly know what 1is
with all of these different

think in the interest of being
Faking comments on, you know, the
ear restricted area because i1t"s
) f the spatial management complex
pes that answer your question?
What®"s missing from
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that? Are th
closures.

Charleston -- th

30-page document

MS.

anybody®s thunde

a very comprehen

yes, | don"t, 1

and 1" m not the m

this so 1 guess
(Simy
MR.
details at 3:45]
MS. ¢
tuned to 3:45.
MR.
overview, what 1
7 was put toget
approach to an |
Isn"t common toO

nobody could be

COoy
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U

=

ere, |1
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mean, there are other

e the Desoto Canyon and the
ey will, they"re included in the
, hot the DIS"s edit?

UDNEY: I don"t want to steal
r, but yes. There"s, they took
sive look at the closed areas so
jlon"t want to steal their thunder
ost informed person to talk about
I would say they are --

Itaneous speaking.)

CURTIS: There will be more
UDNEY: -- Tobey? Okay. Stay
Thank you.

VEISS: Thank you. In broad

would say is that when Amendment

ner it was going to be a novel

nusual problem. A problem that

fisheries across the board so

quite sure exactly how it was
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going to work
safeguards built
well, you know,
just In case.

Amend

suspenders, duct
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and so there were a lot of

into 1t and the old saying of
you have belt and suspenders
ment 7 gave us a belt,

tape, crazy glue, that when you

put 1t all together In some ways It ends up being

more like a strgight jacket.

The driver of the

results that Amgndment 7 has given us, the good

results is the

That is what has

what will keep
with how to, pu
might come out
or things like
aren"t relevant.
quota to be excsg
You d
individual allog
they can procuj

micro-manage whe
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IBQ. That is the bottom line.
produced the results and that"s
he fishery on target. Tinkering
ting limits on how much bluefin
T a given area in a given month
his really aren®t necessary and
You just don®"t want the overall
eded .
on"t want people to exceed their
rations or whatever allocations
e from others but trying to
re they go and when and how many
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they can take fTn
that just becomg

So, T
area Isn"t an I
that area at tha
preferred alterr
an example, just
micro-managing W

that area at th§g
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pm a given area at a given time,
5 an Inhibition.
br 1Instance that Northeast closed
hibition obviously to fishing iIn
[ time and setting 1t up with the
ative and 1*m just using this as
gives you another way of still
hat the TfTishermen are doing in
The

At time. IBQ 1s really the

centerpiece of fthe whole program and the other

stuff really isn
MR .

you“re focused oj

1”4

That fTeels like
productive?

MR. W
no i1dea how it
practice but eve
you say well, th

but that gets ch

MR. B
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"t necessary.

BROOKS: So just to be clear,

1 those thresholds i1n particular?

-— a level down, that®"s not

EISS: Yes, and you know, 1 have

would, you know, turn it 1in

n, even for argument®s sake, 1if
e threshold gets exceeded, okay
arged against the --

ROOKS: That"s why they have the
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MR. |WEISS: -—- you"re, you know,
you"re still okay.

MR. BROOKS. Okay. Thanks. Scott,
then Jason.

MR. TAYLOR: Page nine. Think that"s
not page nine. || It"s says my page nine, option
two. I1°m in the wrong place. 1"m sorry.

MR. |BROOKS: Tell us what you“re
looking at.

MR. TAYLOR: Well, what I1*m looking
Is, we were talking about the -- am 1 iIn the
wrong? I*"m in [the wrong one right? For the
research where ||we"re talking about research
correct?

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: I think
that"s the 3:45 |discussion.

MR. TAYLOR: This is the next one.
Well i1t"s still relevant, i1t"s still relevant

anyway so, and 1

can save my comments until later

on this afternoon but when i1t comes to these, the

COUR
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closed area of
important to use
your disposal ij
taken care of.

Clear
learned on our
EFP, 1t"s that t
whatever the des
done, you know,
shouldn®t be 11y
area that"s ther

I thi

MR. B
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research 1 think that 1it"s
whatever that you have that"s at
1 order to be able to get that
ly if there was any lessons
side from the exercise with the
here is substantial push back so
ign is 1t"s obviously got to be
through the agency here and it

ited to any particular specific

a

= =

nk that what we really need to --

ROOKS: Scott 1 want to put you

on hold because e should hear this but we really

should hear 1t w

because i1t will

MR. T
MR. B
MR. A

a little bit g

through great pa
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hen we"re talking about research

be a lot more relevant then.

AYLOR: Okay. No problem.
ROOKS: Okay. Thanks. Jason.
DRIANCE: Thanks. To piggyback

n what Alan said, you“ve gone

ins with this IBQ process to set
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up this iIndiv}
vessels or partiy
interactions or
objectives are
optimize.

well,
put in place prig
try to get at tf

down individual {
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dual accountability and hold
cular actors to account for their
discards and you mentioned the
to streamline, to simplify, to
in my view, these were things
r to that, that were measures to
nat. Now you"ve got this drill

wiccountability, In my opinion you

shouldn®t at thjils point need any more of these

time area, clos
these gear modif

You*"v
you"ve now got |3
valves on It ang
at fleet-wide oOf
this IBQ and wh
about shutting t
certain percenta

and they go over

Well )
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ed areas. You shouldn"t need
ications.

e put this, as Alan pointed out,
this thing that has many safety
you still, you®re still looking
)jectives iIn this when you have
y are, you know you“"re worried
he fleet down when they reach a

ge if they get into these areas

you"re going to shut down the
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individual guys

their, you Kknoy

prerogative to fake that chance and
shut down, they*jre shut down.

or they don"t fjish. So,

know, to me to

things because y

MR. [BROOKS:

Marty into the
I want really ta
comment, and theg

MR.
we"re looking at
streamlining, si
iIs really compl
iIt"s like Alar
individual 1B
circumvents all

I mea

much

IBQ, they

there®s, 1T they
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that don®"t have IBQ and that"s

at that point, that"s their
it they"re
They"re fined more
I just don"t see, you
simplify you get rid of these
pu have the 1BQ.

Thanks. Let me get
IX, then over to Grant and then
ke 1t piece by piece so, general
n Rick. Okay. Marty.
5CANLON: Like they say here,
, you know, you"re talking about
mplifying things and this to me
it further.

jcating You know,

says here, we have a 1BQ,

accountability, and that
of this.

n, you know, they only have so
go in there and, you know, 1if

"re there you can see i1n proof of
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what®"s going on

how the

IBQ works 1in
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in the Cape Hatteras region of

an area where there was

pre-A7 a high ingteraction rate and we"ve already

proven our capab

ilities of reducing that number

without all these additional measures.

So, |

know, put i1t und

will take care [pf

would just stay with the, you
er the IBQ system and the boats

it themselves. We®"ve proven

that we"re willipg to and we"re capable of doing

that.

MR. |GALLAND:

Thanks Ben, and you

know, just to sgy that we have several concerns

with some of th€g

agency has presgnted and

I al

kind of on the S

but some general

preferred alternatives that the
111 comment on those
lide by slide basis as you want

comments include the, you know,

recognition of thhe IBQ system has been successful

but IBQ doesn™t

interactions with these tuna.

avoid mortality

interactions which do

COUR
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lead to, you know, avoiding
It can certainly
or landing sometimes but not
lead to mortality and
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closures especia|

redundant to IBQ.

toolbox here ang
we"re keeping on

And
already mentiong

each of these sl

then finally,
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Ily on spawning grounds are not
It"s another tool 1iIn the
one that we need to make sure
that table.

just the, as |
d, we"ll have some comments on

ide by slide if that"s okay?

MR. BROOKS: Preferred. Thank you.
Rick.

MR. WEBER: Does the review process,
could the review process, lead to removal of

those close zone

MS. @
removal, 1t coul
it could lead Tt

there®"s a numbe

s? Is that what i1t does?

UDNEY : Yes. It could lead to

d lead to another trial period,
0 retaining the area. I mean

r of different outcomes so all

we"re saying herng 1s that we want to get data and

figure out what?
Espec
Northeast closg

alternatives of
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5 happening.

tally iIn the case of like the

Jo [ well, in both of the

course, but the Northeast closed
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area"s been closf
know what®"s goir

MR. W
say let"s, let"s
what would make
it away blindly |
in the Atlantic|
because the assu
when 1t comes

necessarily the

Becalu

in the Atlantic [Is large sized Eastern fish.

only place we Kk
fish and you are¢
IS In the Gulf g
statistically aj
probability diff
Western fish or @
we can be sure 1§
Gulf.

MR.

3
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»d for 20 years so we really don"t
g on in that area.
EBER: In that case 1°d like to
look and run the review. That"s
the most sense. Not just taking
put do your review but 1 say that
I feel differently in the Gulf
nption Is a ton iIs a ton is a ton
to the IBQ and that 1is not
case when you have stock mixing.
se some of that stock mixing out
The
now that they are pure Western
sure to take a Western spawner
nd so to hold those two fish out
5 being the same, there 1i1s a
erence of whether or not i1t is a
n Eastern fish and the only place
hat there are Western is iIn the
ROOKS: Mike

All right. I see
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your card but 1 |
to you next, but
MR. |
Monuments locat
subject to closy
Clag
MR. P

MS.

PN
7

the closure so,
area that i1s jug
of the Northeast
though.

MR.

3
general standpol
eliminate the reg
this design 19
micro-managing O
Its work and th
Gulf of Mexico.

So, b

more piece by pi

COUR

(202) 234-4433

235

yant to shift us, 1"m going to go

let"s -- go ahead.
PIERDINOCK: Are the National
ed within that area that is
re?

microphone comments.)

IERDINOCK: Okay, thank you.

UDNEY: They are very close to

basically you®re looking at an
t off of the northeastern corner
closed area. They don"t overlap

ROOKS: Great. So just from a

nt, several people weighing on

dundancies, feeling like part of

a little too much 1In the

T the Tishery, let I1BQ program do

en some divergent views on the

Ut let"s now take it a little bit

ece here. So Northeastern U.S.
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closed area and
to undertake a
hear comments, t
to consider. Sd

MR. T
track and a ity
that 1 was tryin
the agency needs
disposal to get
been closed or t

That
important that |

process that wi
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a preferred alternative here 1is

review process. Would love to
houghts, anything for the agency
DETL.
AYLOR: While I was a little off
le off page, that was the point
g to make 1 guess, which i1s that
to use all tools that are at its
at these areas that have either
hat we don"t have data in.

it"s just, 1 think extremely

Fhere 1s some sort of a review

Il determine, because 1t"s not

simply in termd

limited to bluefin

of other areas 7
impact that may
had existed prig
them having the
the data itself.

MR. B

COUR
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5 of the politics of things,
interaction. Some of these
ay have had some other level of
not exist today that currently
r and we just don"t know without
ability to get iIn there and get

ROOKS: So a review process makes

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

sense given thaf
Great. Thanks S

MR. §
area is, until Aj
closure that exiy
for protecting

No. Charleston

SO On.

So, |khe

because scienti
migratory moveme
the fish are ¢
seaboard and the
passing through

One €
that there are d
into the Gulf ¢
Channel which 1S
Bank and the othg
and then you ha

bluefin there co
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f it will gather up that data.
cott. David.
bCHALIT: The Northeast closed
nendment 7, was the only timearea
5ted that was set up specifically
bluefin tuna. Desoto Canyon?
Bump, (inaudible) whatever, and
reason why 1t exists 1s
sts who have studied bluefin
nts have found that In the spring
oming north along the Eastern
y"re entering the Gulf of Maine
this region.
hing we need to keep In mind is
nly two deep water access points
f Maine. One 1i1s the Fundian
between Georges Bank and Browns
2r one is the Great South Channel
ve -- so there are streams of
ming from the east and from the
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south so you woyld find bluefin moving north in

this region along the continental shelf

cooler water al

in the

png the continental shelf, and

then you would fjind bluefin that would be on the

other side of the Gulf stream

there moving no
bluefin that co
like that, that
areas.

And
traditional bot
Northeast clost
traditional bott
coming into tha
most recent
interaction
closure being p

they were fairly

have that, you Kk

to see, we under

with bluefin

in cooler water
rth as well and then there are
me Tfrom Spain and other places
1 would be coming from eastern

so, this 1i1Is a,

this 1iIs a
tleneck. This area where the

yIre was put iIn place 1iIs a
leneck for these fish as they are
I region and the statistics, the
catches  for

statistics for

tuna prior to the
ut in place between 1996-97 and
'l spectacular and the evidence we
now, Is sort of, we"ve been able

stand from fishermen, like myself

who actually fisfh in this general region, is that
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So i1
this bottleneck
that with 1Incre
abundance of blu
there®s even mo
was In 1997.

So,
absolutely essen
this i1s really 4
to the one we h
you have bluefi
They"re spawnin

Northeast closu

this area. They
They1
way to the U.S|

Canada. So, 1In
of like looking

like shooting p
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fish contiinue to
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follow these migratory

[*s a reasonable assumption that
still exists and | would suggest
ase, the dramatic increase and
efin in the last couple of years,
re fish i1n this area than there
a precautionary approach is
tial in this case in my view and
qort of a very similar situation
ave In the Gulf of Mexico where
n there for a specific purpose.
g, right, and the case of the
e, bluefin are passing through
'"re not staying in that area.

re passing through it on their
to let"s say, New England and
a sense i1t"s kind of, you®re kind
at fishing 1in that area is almost

ork In a barrel. The abundance
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s In that area at that time of
so | think 1t"s, 1 think what we

would look with a view toward

considering varipus options.

One \
that closure, wh
actually during
are closest to
which might be
believe that th
shore of Delawar
me that they wo
coast.

But
Chicken Canyon
that"s pretty T
there are modifi
do have data dat
where these fTis

back before thig

can use that as
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yould be to change the shape of
ich was a proposal which we made
Amendment 7 and the areas that
New Jersey strike me as an area
worth 1Investigating because 1
ey“"re probably so close to the

e and New Jersey i1t seems odd to

uld be fished that close to the

wve know that they"re Tishing
right now and Tom®"s Canyon but
ar from there so 1t seems that
cations that could be made and we
ing from Amendment 7 which showed
h were iInteracting with bluefin
closure was put in place and we

guidance. Thanks.
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MR. BROOKS: So 1

clear David, 1if
you"re saying ch
the alternatives
in terms of just
shape and then g
get a little sha

MR.

PPN
\JJ

review process wd
the changing of

MS. [
process could cg
modification as

of places we coy
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just want to be
you can just briefly say, when
ange the shape, that®"s, which of
are you thinking about that for
removing a closure or change the
D a review process. 1 just want
rper sense of that.

CHALIT: I would assume that a
pulld provide guidance in terms of
the shape let"s say.

CUDNEY : Yes. So, our review
rrtainly end with the result of
there®s a number

well. I mean,

Id go with that.

I woyld say that any, the most helpful

comments along t
going to have ¢
something like,
comment that we

course we"lIl go

out but, but als§
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he lines of change the shape are

pecific reference points in or

you know, you say look at the

submitted for Amendment 7 of
back and try to dig that comment

o like, I wrote down, you know,
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general i1f you™rn
for us to considg
have actual ref
whatever to look
me, your Tirst
things are diff
looking at and t
centric closureg
Where
spatial managemel
that were imple
reasons so thatf
have definitely
asked that.
MR. B
MR.

question, a foll

»

B

MR.
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nd Tom"s Canyon.

nat*s something that we would
at as a comment so sort of in
2 going to propose modifications
2r 1t 1s incredibly helpful 1Tt we
erence areas or LAT/LONG"s or
at -- and then when Brad reminded
question about why, how these
erent and similar, this rule's
1is project i1s looking at bluefin

as some of those other, the

nt project i1s looking at closures
mented for a broader range of

s the distinction and 1 should

jumped on that when you Tirst

ROOKS: That"s helpful.

SCHALIT: Jennifer just one

pw-up question.

ROOKS: Very quickly because 1
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MR.
the Hatteras GRA
the Northeast ¢
number 14. Okay
right there"s ba
zero. The bluej
as compared with

What, how is thd

MR.

—_

iIt. There®"s prag
get to go fishin
a little bit sj
migrating down
end so there®s i
fact of the ma
itself.

When
closure, I mean
20 years, you (¢

about somewhere
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hing us.

CHALIT: Yes. With regard to
this 1s, this really relates to
losure. IT you look at slide
, you can see on the left, on the
sically, they®ve taken i1t down to
Iin interaction has gone to zero
the chart on the left. Right?
t achieved? Do you know?
EMILRIGHT: I*11 take a stab at
pably some bad actors that didn"t
g In them areas and we®"ve gotten
arter. The fish might not be
n the hotter water in the lower
variety of reasons why but the
'ter 1s i1t kind of speaks for
you go look at the other Northern
something that"s been closed for
pt your reasons. You"re talking
off Delaware where a longliner
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We sk
see what"s the
fishermen are s
upon us to make
we pull our hair
iIt"s working ai
chance.

I mes
closed for 20 vy
there and see
daggone sad.

MR.

Grant, Marty and

Cape Hatteras.
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.

-

0

l

L

§
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sit In 50 Tfathoms which 1is

fhat, probably (inaudible) with

puld be opening up some areas to

e. We got a, you know, the

itturated with this IBQ and it"s
t work one way or the other where
or not and make it work. So far

d so we should be given that

n, you know, they can, something
pars and nobody been able to in
IS, iIt"s pretty

BROOKS : Good. I want to get

Alan and then 1 want to shift to

Thank you Benn
preferred the pr

not because we d

COoy
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(

=

Grant.
SALLAND:  AIl right. Excuse me,
tt. So we can"t support the

»ferred alternative A4 and that™s

)N"t support some action here but
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just because ti
presented iIn th
scientific rigon
20 years and it
scientific proc
there.

Not

might 1ncrease

agency 1iIs prese

know, zero out 1
mean this is, ti
think, a bit o

rigorous process
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e review process that"s being
e DEIS seems, has questionable
, you know, it"s been closed for
"s warrants are really rigorous

pSs to see what"s going on in

sort of a review process that
mortality so much so that the
mted a fear that it could, you
the 1BQ system Atlantic-wide. 1
1is Is something that requires |1
i a slower, very scientifically

51 to open this up, and that kind

of gets at something that we heard earlier.

I kng
at 3:45, but i1t"
a holistic revis
In one piece an
weaker review pf
important close(

being presented

COoy
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w we said, you know, more details
$ seems strange to be considering
v of how to analyze closed areas
d here be considering a sort of
pcess for a couple of these very
] areas

in another piece that"s

And It just seems strange to
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through that scg
scientific progrj
whether or not w

So,

alternative but

support any acgion.

requires a slowejl

MR. BROOKS:

Marty.
MR.
before, you know

through the 1BQ

1

of A7 here, we hg
ability to avoigdg
to assume sometyf
after the fact |i
know, 1f you“"re (
got to assume th

What

accomplish the [
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n these areas before we®ve gone
)pe and process of exactly what
am needs to be done to figure out
e should open them up.

again, we don®"t support the
that"s not because we don"t
It"s just because this
- boil on the scientific program.
Thanks.

Thanks, Grant.

SCANLON: Well, like 1 said

, the pelagic longline industry,
system since the implementation
wve shown our willingness and our
those bluefin tuna fish. And
1ing that still exists 20 years
s just an assumption. So, you
joing to make that assumption you
at just what®"s happening here.
used to

the iIndustry has

joals of A7, the greatest tool
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ability to avol
we"ve implementyg
implemented tha
dramatically. §
assuming that th
there, that we"
them. Well, th
handle that areag
the gear restrigdg

You ¢
see negative int
in there, peop
you"re just going
to me, from yean
the ocean right
and where the sl

impact on wherg

concentrate thei

So, o put any

again, you"re rg
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communication protocol and the

d unwanted iInteractions. And

>d -- we"ve shown that we"ve
t in the Cape Hatteras area
p, to assume -- you know, you're
pse areas, 1T there"s bluefin in
2 going to go In there and catch
e fact of the matter is, we"ll
just like we handle the area in
ted areas that are there.

o In there and i1f, you know, you
eractions, there®s one boat goes
Tfollow. I

e aren"t to mean,

y avoid 1t. I mean, and i1t does,
to year, that"s a large area of

there, and where the eddies form

ppe water forms up there will all

> those vessels are going to

r effort.

restrictions on 1it,

pstricting our ability to avoid
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It"s already pro

MR.

interacg

it yYp and the
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tions. So the best thing to do

IBQ system will take

tuation that you“ve got there.

ven that that"s what®s happening.

BROOKS : Thanks, Marty. Alan,

last word on this.

MR. WEISS:

specifically, to

Thank you. With regard,

the Northeast closure, 1t"s well

to keep in mind ghat we®"re humans, so we think iIn

terms of latitu

de and longitude and New Jersey

and Massachusetts and things like this.

The T

They don"t have
have an opportur
from month to

sometimes even d
of years. So th
efficacy of drg
boxes, when the

dynamic

fishermen, of

COoy
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oceanographic

ish don"t know about that stuff.
GPSes. They will be where they

ity to feed, and that will vary

onth, even week to week, and

y to day, let alone over a period
s really gets to questioning the

ing Tixed boxes, geographical

fish are really responding to

conditions. And the

course, can respond to the
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of fish.

And,
there and finds
they"re going tq
to go there. T
personal 1BQ.

MR. B
you want jump 1in
Hatteras, so if
your comment --

(Off-

MR.

comment right he

MR.

to shift to Capsg
MR
understand is, 2

these captains

different than they have today.

the 1nformation

COoy
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ypnditions and the concentrations

s Marty said, 1T someone goes iIn
that i1t"s thick with bluefins
y leave and nobody else is going
nat"s part of managing their own
BROOKS: Okay. Marty, 1| do know
, but 1 want to get us iInto Cape
you could figure a way to take
gjo ahead. Pardon?
microphone comments.)
SCANLON: I could make that
re.
BROOKS. Go for 1t. But I want
Hatteras for everyone else.
SCANLON: What you®"ve got to
0 years ago, the information that
of these vessels had 1s much
I mean, for us,
that we get through orb imagery,
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the downloads ¢
these vessels td
It far excs
there and use a,
- no we used Tt
Loran,
Jennifer shot ch
the time you go
four days old.
know, monitor, c
But
today every six
SO we"re very |
conditions. It"
you know, what*"s
our ability to a
a great, a much
today to avoid,
the water. Don
the water to kno

I mean, you know

COoy
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I*m talking charts,
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pf satellite, the computers on

day 1s much different.

1D}

reds what we -- we used to go out
I forget the name -- what was -
y use, no I"m not talking about
we used to get a
art (phonetic) that would be, by
t there, fTish would be three or
And that"s what we would, you
onduct our fishing activities by.
we get an updated water chart
hours In some of these programs.
nuch aware of the oceanographic
s like Alan points out, of like,
happening in real-time today. So
void these interactions, we"re at
more of an advantageous position
vithout even putting the gear iIn
1t even have to put the gear in
W sometimes not to go there. So,
, the ability of us to avoid these
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things 1is dram

years.

MR. BROOKS:

And 1 think that
conversation.

commenters endo

process, perhaps with the flavor of

be slower and m
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atically been increased in 20

Thanks. Thanks, Marty.
came out clearly in the Northeast
Again, | think a number of
rsing the concept of a review
It needs to

nre scientifically rigorous, but

a need to get iInh there and look. A chance to
find out, get more data. And then, however,
several commentg on let the IBQ program work.

Don®"t micro-mangge 1t.

as they~ve been

Cape

Let the fishermen work
vorking.

Hatteras, again, the two options

in the DEIS are no action or eliminate the

restricted area.

MR.

TAYLOR:

Discussion? Scott.

Again, you"re going to

get a round robin here of every time that we"re

going to talk apbout one of these closed areas

here, that the same issues, you know, apply and,

you know, whi

e |1 really respect Grant"s
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perspective and
here, the proble
IS going to cauj
longline fleet |i
action taken in

And W
example after an
interactions and
area closures may

that we"re not T
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appreciate the level of prudency
m is that the level of prudency
5e an extinction of the pelagic
T there®s not some affirmative
these particular places.
e can sit here and give you one
pther about what the anticipated
from a timeframe iIn these time

y contemplate, but the reality is

inding what we found iIn the past

and you"re probably not going to find what you"re

going to expect
future.

We ha
monitoring, thrg
system to allow
there®s any take
for the agency,
and the ability
not only target,

Okay?
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to find, you know, 1iInto the
ve programs in place through the
ugh the program, through the IBQ
a level of flexibility. And if

away at all for this panel and

IS don"t underestimate the talent

that"s out there on the water to
but to avoid.

It was a different world when
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these things were closed.

dead reckoning,
available to us

you know, 1 don

sat radio, sat [
download, you K
know, like, 1t wg
ago from a stang

The

ability to manag

and bounds abouft where

know, we live 1|
that everybody ¢
continues to (¢
available to us

the time for act

MR.

3

get Anna in, thg
MS.

little broader,

council, lots of
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It was J hooks, 1t was

it was -- the tools that are
today, from the communications,
t have a boat that doesn®"t have
phones on 1t. My guys talk and

10w, on the internet today, you
s Inconceivable even a few years

boint, you know, of costs.

ainformation flow that gives the

e what we do out there i1s leaps
it was five years. You
n the same technological world
Ise does, and as that technology

>t better the tools that are

get better on both sides. And
Ion IS now.
ROOKS: Thanks, Scott. Let me

n Grant, then Jason, then David.

BECKWITH: My comments are a

in general. We have, as a

F overlapping closed areas that
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overlap with HMH
experiences that
the i1dea that, VY
closed areas 1is

And O
South Atlantic (
consider these
management purpo
In sunsets o
managements plar
a review to evaly

What

credibility with

]

an area and Jud
future evaluatiaoj
for, really for [
anybody.

So, W

without saying §if 1

these particularn

do need to be €
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b closed areas, and some of the

we"ve had as a council is just
ou know, getting good data from
not a problem that®"s going away.
ne approach and attitude that the
ouncil 1Is taking is that, as we

closed areas for our own
s5es, we are automatically putting
we are putting iIn system
s that have some time period for
late what the original goals are.
we are fTinding is that we lose

our constituents when we close
it leave it closed without any
n. And that"s generally not good

'he system, for them, for us, for

nat | would encourage in general,
support opening or closing

areas, 1s just that either they

valuated to see 1T the original
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goals are being
met or they are 1
need to be adjus
comes a time whe
for whatever read
occurring then
protect those ar
But
are going to cl
forever without
for closing fut
going to be much
MR .
this 1s one whgd
preferred alterry
It was 1

area.

and 1

respect to kind

this. So  wd
alternative.

MR. B
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think 1f
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met, and 1T they are not being

0 longer needed, then they either

sted or sunsetted. And i1f there

re we find that the need i1s there
qason or additional hot spots are

we have methods 1i1n place to

bas.
T the communities think that we

ose an area and leave it closed

any evaluation, then the support
ure areas for good reasons are
less supported.

SALLAND: Thanks, Bennett. And

2re we actually can support the
tlative of eliminating the closed

lever really implemented anyway,

highlights some issues with

of partial access areas like

B can support the preferred

BROOKS. Thanks, Grant. Jason.
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discussion earli

with the discarg

but not necessarily

down a slide, 18§

that i1nteractiof
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Thanks. So there was
er about 1BQ, you know, dealing
s or the bluefin that come in,
interactions. IT you drop

that not what this is showing,

s have been reduced since the

implementation qQf 7? So, you know, to go to the

general comments
you“ve changed f
discussion that
So,
comments about ¢
of these closed
year or two ago
was attempted.
MR. B
MR.
there
understanding 1s
the Cape Hatten

handful of bad aq
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is the sljide,

that have gone around, 1 think
ishing behavior and there®s been
technology has changed as well.

the

in regards to previous

etting research in these, in all

areas, I"m all for that. But a

we saw what happened when that

ROOKS: David.
SCHALIT: Going back -- well,
all right. It seems -- my

that the big problem we had iIn
as GRA was that there were a

ctors, as Dewey pointed out, that
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very heavily with bluefin tuna

and they were denied access and that iIs the reason

why we have tf
righthand side.

So, |
going pose. Wha
GRA? What does
vessel 1In the |
access to that G
sense, assuming
bad actors agair

So, Y
-- 1 don"t think
Why not consider
a deterrent agal

MR. B
might want to ta
too, and Dewey (
Brad wants to tall

Thanks, JefTF,

bleeding into ygur -- okay.
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1is spectacular result on the
just have a simple question I™m
t is the downside of leaving the
that cost us? If nearly every
pelagic longline fTleet now has
RA, taking the GRA away is, In a
that we"re never going to have
. Follow me?

pu know, this was not considered
was considered in the narrative.
the cost of leaving i1t there as
nst bad acting in the future?
ROOKS: Scott, you seem like you
Ik to that, and maybe Marty does
pes too and maybe Brad does, and
k, but Brad wants to talk first.
I*"m sorry, you"re card Kkeeps
So, we"re going to
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go to Brad and t

MR.

]

the comments that were just made.

Grant. Actually
exactly as it \
intended to be 4§

conditional acc;

U

just on the rg

designed.

1D}

In rg
was never als
perpetuity. WH
because of the U

work, essential
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hen to you Jeff.
CHALE: So, a couple points on
First one to
, that area was implemented
as designed. It was not ever
closed area; i1t was to provide
SS. So 1 want that corrected

2cord, so, exactly as it was
gards to David, your point, it
b Intended to be there iIn
en we implemented Amendment 7,
ncertainty of how the IBQ would

y 1t was a backstop to the IBQ

program for a well-known hot spot iIn the area.

And then, vyes,
contributed to 3§
And 1 think, as
have changed.

You

individual accoul
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there were a few vessels that
significant number of actions.

Dewey had pointed out, behaviors

know, again, when there 1is

ntability based upon where you"re
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dropping gear an
a business owner
those changes.

changes. The be
removing it, ye
why we"re propo
enough evidence
1BQ,

we were observir

need for the ge

significantly.
MR. B
MR. (

ago | asked th

analysis on thig
the East Coast.
that our area no
know, other ares:
southern range
with that under

IBQ has done it
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in and of 1§

(

-

¥4

q

D

L

g

¢

-

=

s part.

259

1l the implications iIs It"s you as
and operator, we"ve seen some of
And there have been some painful
nefit or cost of ultimately then
hence

5, that could be debated,

3ing 1t. But 1 suspect there"s
at this point iIn time that the
tself, would address i1ssues that
g pre-Amendment 7, and hence the
ar restrict area has diminished
ROOKS: Jeff.

DEN: Thank you. A couple years
e late Walter Jones to do an
area and landings of bluefin on
And 1t was shown on the analysis
r all that much greater than, you
s. And one particularly in the
bf the Atlantic Seaboard. And
stood, what Brad just said, the
But the last thing we
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want locally, yaql
penalty box, so
backyard maybe i
Issue, but we"re

So, 3
time we turn aro|
the GRA now. Ang
to the Tocus
everything that
anyway .

MR. H

that seems to be
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I know, i1s to be the focal or the

to speak. You want it in your
[*s easy for you to say we"re the
not exclusively.

nyhow, you know, seems like every
iInd we"re getting one, the CHSRA,
1, again, we"re kind of sensitive
inherent in
happens off our coast. So,
BROOKS : Jeff.

Thanks, Marty,

Scott, Dewey. If what Jeff or Brad said covered

it and we can left 1t go, great, because | want to

make sure we coV
weigh iIn.

MR.

assumptions that are being made are all

made negatively.
the fleet isn"t
the outreach and

SO you"re assumi
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er the other areas, but if not,

SCANLON: Well, some of the

being
You know, you®re assuming that

capable of being educated from
from the implementation of A7,

ng that these bad actors haven®t
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been reeducated

The
eyes. It was a
as usual. And

system in itself
us better access

and the IBQ systg

that we can"t gsg
I meg
times to fTish 1

fish, but we got
may find, by ope
reduce our inter
Not increase the
some of these 3
iT there®s

you,

those areas, th

there. I1t"s not
MR. B
MR. T

Iin the assumpti

COoy
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a
<

1D}

»

L

|

I

«

-
.

=

an,
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IBQ system opened everybody®s
ame changer. It wasn"t business
like we keep repeating, the IBQ
and the ability to move by giving
, we can even better implement A7
m 1T we have the access to bottom
t to.
we"re now being forced at
n areas where we don"t want to
no place else to fish. So you
ning these areas up, we may even
actions on bluefin tuna overall.
1. Even though you®re increasing
reas. Believe us when we tell

. concentrated area of bluefin iIn

ese boats are not going to go

profitable.
ROOKS: Thanks, Marty.
AYLOR: 1°d say you are correct

)n that Brad made a pretty good
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argument for us,
point out as wel
terms of identif]
was a much bette
areas that we"re
a closed area.

a mechanism put
identify whether
In behavior in i

This is just an
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that I would, and I just want to
I that this particular model, in
ying areas of potential problem,
r solution than the other closed
dealing with, because it was not
t was an area of concern. There
in place In order to be able to
or not there could be a change
. And 1t makes the case for us.

imaginary line on a map. It"s

not anything difjfferent than that.

It w3
and the concern

think that this|

5 an area where there was concern

was clearly addressed. And 1

at least In the future, 1Tt we

ever do run up wiith an area of concern, you know,

and 1 spoke to |
order to be ablg

part of it 1s,

you have to have a mechanism in

> to open it up. And the final

In response to Jason®s comment,

about we know what happened the last time that

there was potent

And W
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1al research that was given.

e"lIl leave that until 3:45 and
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It"s iIncumbent |
area was origil
wrong, in order |t
observer. But t
the observers avg
to be executed ij
the concern that
attempt where th

MR. B

card down becaus

263

pon the agency to -- when this
ially contemplated, unless I™m
fo fish in it, you had to have an
hat somehow you managed to make
ailable for the trips that needed
1 there, and therefore i1t allayed
was raised, 1 think, in the last
ere was to get data.

ROOKS: Thanks.

Dewey, 1S your

e you"re good? Okay.

MR. HEMILRIGHT: There®s no need to
pile on.

MR. BROOKS: Okay. Appreciate that.
So, I mean, 1 ghink this last conversation 1is

bleeding a littlle bit from general

comments around,
technology, ther
these different
it, about the

indefiny

closing

hearing, you knoy
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big picture
you know, there®s been change in

e"s change iIn behavior. All of

approaches need to acknowledge

mportance of evaluation. Not

tely. And then 1 think we"re

v, varying views on the action is
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needed is now, Wt"s imperative, versus there"s a

need to move pru

I thgnk on this area 1in

Cape Hatteras, |
anyone speakin
alternative. Sd
Sprir
areas. There ar
Please, Meagan.

DR.

f—

dently.
itself, on
think there was -- 1 didn"t hear

the

[dam)

) up against preferred
, just to close that out.

I Gulf of Mexico gear restricted
¢ Tour alternatives on the table.

JUNPHY-DALY: Hi, 1 just have a

question. So, with this preferred alternative,

iIT you do the reg
to the follow u
year or two if
whether 1t"s ame

So wh

during,

it be open that

threshold, would

MS. €

pretend that st

COoy
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view process -- so, once you get
p the action, that could take a
you do some sort of rulemaking,
hdment or framework action.

at would happen in like 2023? So

if it dpdn"t meet that threshold, would

year? Or if it did meet the

you just close it again?

UDNEY: Okay, so you can sort of

ep three 1s happening in 2023.
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We"re not specif
difficult to kno
be working on bu
this evaluation
complete, 1T thal
woulld stay open,|

MR. H
this? And 1 1magj
for the Northeasj

but 1If so let"s [

can do it succin
MR. $
the preferred

presented on th
restricted area
preference would
they are, but in
and remove the
Gulf otherwise.
The ¢

know, you“re re(
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ic timelines on i1t because it"s
w what our division is going to
t we are saying that we would do
and until the evaluation 1is
*s threshold®s not met, the area
BROOKS: So, other comments on
ne that a number of the comments
I are sort of maybe similar here,

jet them out on the table, but we

ctly. Marty.
CANLON: Well, number one here,
alternative that Blue Water

iIs In the Gulf of Mexico gear
iIsn"t even listed on here. Our

have been to keep the GRAs as
plement them as weak hook areas

weak hook areas throughout the

uestion I have here also i1s, you

lucing -- you"re getting of the
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GRAs and you“re
January through |
woulld you do thg
and then GRAs arg
you, If you were¢
you know, just K
May to correspon

I meg
us. What"s the

those weak hooks

basically, they
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implementing the weak hooks from
June. I don"t know why we -- why
at, not do i1t the way we asked,
2 only April and May? Why didn*t
going to do that, why did you,
eep the weak hooks in April and
d with the existing GRA?
n, that doesn®"t make any sense to
loss of swordfish by the use of

in those areas, you know, when,

shouldn®"t be really -- to us, we

don*"t really thjiink they need to be done there.

I mean, the GRAS

you want keep th

through June ang

»

B

MR.

side want to con

MR. C
just a real quig
know, bluefin, Y

May but they"re

COUR
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were April through May and now

e weak hooks there from January

eliminate the GRAs.

ROOKS: Anyone from the agency

ment on that?

OCKRELL: Thanks, Marty. Yeah,

k response to that i1s that, you

eah, they"re there iIn April and

also there January and March --
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or January, Feb
start to come 1ir

MR.

L)

know, 1t"s not 1

D]

I mean, 1t"s a Ig
we"re concerned
MR. C
MR. §
completely restr
from catching bl
MR.
those weak hooks
then release |

boatside.

MR.

PPN
\JJ

have here 1s, 1In
significant --
bluefin
where the gear
MS.

areas are on toy
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JOCKRELL:

interactions than
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ruary, and March. They really
to the Gulf 1In January.
CANLON: But we"re not -- you

Ilegal to catch bluefins at all.
vel of bluefin iInteractions that
about, are we not?

OCKRELL: Right, but --

CANLON : We®"re not looking to

jct the pelagic longline industry
uefins altogether, right?

Right, but retaining

when they®re more abundant would

'hem before they"re even up

CANLON: But the i1ssue that we

the Eastern Gulf, isn"t there a

isn"t there significantly less

in the Western Gulf
estricted areas exist today?

CUDNEY : The gear restricted

) of -- thinking back to the A7
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analyses, the gear restricted areas are on top of

the places wherg most of the

occurring. And

interactions ardg

interactions were
I"d say now a majority of the

occurring actually in the space

between the two gear restricted areas and just to

the north.
MR. S

cost In -- you

effects on sworndfish,

continuing the u
areas? Those ti
and May?

MS. C
included iIn the
weak hook resear
are some data in
of the use of the
And th

species.

on swordfish.

I thank

that research,

CANLON: Have you considered the

know, have you considered the
you know, Hlandings, by
se of these weak hooks iIn those

mes of the year other than April

UDNEY: So, the analysis that we

DEIS i1s primarily based on the

ch that was done. And so tThere
there that talk about the effects
weak hooks on catch of different

cre 1s some information 1In there

we ran 1nto the 1i1ssue with

though, that some of the
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differences were¢
You did see a de(
that were kept,

significant decr

~
P

MR. $
right now iIn th
ability to catch

MS.
optimizing the
objective of thi

MR. B

MR. @
my comments abou
similar to my cdg
So 1 do want tf
thinking here, a
how concerned
environmental @
considered here.

As we

around the room|
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n*t statistically significant.

rrease in the number of swordfish

but 1t wasn"t a statistically
pase.
CANLON: But are we at a point

IS HMS process to maximize our

our swordfish?

CUDNEY : Maximizing -- oOr
catch of target species 1Is an
5 project, yes.

ROOKS: Marty, let me --

ALLAND: Thanks, Bennett. And

t this one will actually not be
mments about the Northeast one.
) take a moment to explain our

nd 1t"s really hard to overstate

Pew is, and the broader

pmmunity 1Is, by what®"s being

"ve heard from several commenters

including myself, the Gulf of
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Mexico iIs the ong

we"re protecting
It"s the one pl
West.
despite the aban
2017, we"re led
might actually
Iimagined.

Now,
Atlantic, we"re
the Western and
not be reflectin(g
specific stock.

We ve
number one of
different situat
has been in plag
been In place T
too early to evg

figure out what

have a long his]
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And we"re
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> place where we can be sure that
Western Atlantic bluefin tuna.
ace where everyone is from the
learning at ICCAT recently,
donment of the recovery plan iIn
rning recently that the stock
be 1in than we

worse shape

in the Atlantic, the U.S.

catching a lot of fish from both
Eastern stocks. So, catch may

) what is the situation with this

ry strongly support alternative

taking no action. This is a

ion than 1n the Northeast which

e for 20 years. This has only

pr four spawning seasons. It°s

n consider a research program to

's happening iIn that area. We

fory of research from the Gulf.
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We know that tf
spawners, and i
to be one large
of these two sms

Now,
on weak hook, \
slide, 1 think,
there®s really
than the first,
place and proteg
Thank you.

MR. W
with regard to
Mexico. Again,
And 1T fisherme
are not restrict
they can use thg
the best thing
fishing conditi
present in the g

can determine th

COoy
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nlese are valuable to protecting
anything they should be expanded
rectangle that encompasses both
il ler rectangles.

we have some different thoughts
vhich we"ll get to in the next
but with respect to this GRA
1o appropriate alternative other
which Is to keep this thing 1iIn
t these spawners moving forward.
EISS: Thank you. First of all,
the weak hook and the Gulf of
everything boils down to the IBQ.
n Fishing in the Gulf In Mexico
led to using the weak hook, then
5 weak hook If they think that®s
for their operation, fTor the
ons, Tfor the species that are
rea that they"re fishing, or they
at the standard hook works okay.
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Eithe
catch will be col
iIs the limiting
their total 1BQ
of the year, iItf
many and poter
against their cqg
drives people,
subject to thessg

Somet
there"s been 9
concern of prote

It"s a spawning
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r way, whatever bluefins they
iInted against their IBQ, and that
factor. And i1t"s not just that
is limiting them over the course
s that the fear of catching too
tially, you know, bumping up
i1ling too soon is something that
even now iIn areas that aren"t
other restrictions.

because

hing 1*d like to say,

pme repeated references to a
cting bluefin in the Gulf because

area, biologically there are two

reasons, from a fisheries management perspective,

why you®d want t

One
concentrated, 1 |
the expanse of
concentrated sucl
like sf

capture,

Or 1T the fishing
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0 protect a spawning area.

iIs, i1f the Tfish become more
nean, really concentrated, not in
the Gulf of Mexico, but very
n that they“re more vulnerable to
ilmon going Into a river mouth.
) activity would be disruptive to
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the spawning pn
longline drifti
anything, really
So,
reflexive belie

restrictions bed

the Gulf when ghere®s really,

scientists about
scientific just
driver of the
mortality.

MR. H
to start talking
because we are |
to get David an
make that commer

alternatives, th

~

MR .
context, yestel
presentation r¢

presentation he

COoy

(202) 234-4433

JCHALIT:
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pCcess. Well, having a pelagic
ng nearby 1i1s not disruptive to
there"s kind of an 1inherent

F that there should be more

ause of the spawning activity iIn

if you talk to

1 this, which | have, there®s no

gfication for it. The primary

science end of it is Tishing

BROOKS: Thanks, Alan. 1 want us

about the weak hook alternatives

nunning out of time. But I want

d Scott in. And if you want to

1t and also talk about weak hook

at would helpful. David.

Okay. Just to put in

nday Dr. John Graves made a

sgarding ICCAT, and 1in that

»  mentioned that there 1s a
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likelihood that
quota we have n
lower than what

Of co
ensure that that
tell you that
Something that yg
for many years
believed that tf
were exclusively
ago, we now uf
of the

percent

migrants. All 1

So, what does this mean

picture? It mea
that West Atlant]i
iIs maybe 10 ||
Atlantic/Mediter

It"s |

iIs the only c[

protections 1in |
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ve are not going to have the same
pw going forward. It could go
It is.
urse, ABTA will do its utmost to
doesn®t happen, but I"m here to
that®"s very much 1In the air.
pu Folks might appreciate i1s that
decades in fTact, we always
e fish that were being in Canada
Gulf spawners. And, as of a year
iderstand that 50 percent, 50
Fish caught in PEl are Western
1ght?
in the big
ns that what we have to consider
c bluefin spawning stock biomass
pbercent the size of Eastern
ranean spawning stock biomass.
n very small stock. And the U.S.
puntry iIn the world that has
place to protect these spawners
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when they"re haj
kill them when
opinion we have

Any |
mortality that"s
should be done, |
fishery. What?
Mexico --

MR. B

you to wrap i1t uf

MR.

PPN
\JJ

we feel so strorn
And one other 1ty
understanding 1S
Gulf of Mexico i
not swordfish.
caught obviously
fishery.

MR. B

MR. T
I think it

mean,
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/ing sex. It"s un-American to

they“"re having sex. So, In my
to do this iIn context.

pluefin that we can save from
in the process of spawning, this
pecause this is the future of our
s taking place in the Gulf of

ROOKS: David, I"m going to ask

). 1"ve got to really push here.
CHALIT: Okay, so, this is why
gly about protecting these fish.
em 1 want to mention, which is my
that the longline fishery in the
s primarily targeting yellowfin,

There®s some swordfish being
, but 1t"s primarily yellowfin

ROOKS. Scott. Fast.

AYLOR: As quick as | can. I

s 1mportant to notice a couple
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of things quick
support the weak
that, outside
redundant issue
IBQ system.

We pe
into the Gulf.
because of the
boats that have
we"ve spoken to
are swordfish ir

The
weak hooks precl
the Gulf, regard
you. My guys
fishing iIn therg
straighten out t

So, W\
down there. 1

there in Februar

that were down
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fact
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y, that our position is that we

hooks and the GRA but we think
of the GRAs, that they"re a
that 1s accommodated under the
rsonally had boats there fTishing
There®s not very much Gulf quota
Deepwater Horizon Project with
that

been retired iIn general

on different issues. And there
the Gulf.

of the matter 1is that the
ude us from fishing swordfish iIn
Jess of what your data i1s telling
that go in there can"t stand
because the bigger fish tend to
he hooks.

e have several boats that fish

probably did 40 to 50 sets down

y and March, between three boats

there, and 1 think we had one
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bluefin interact
there, that was
SO, VY

be able to mitigg

to lose track of the fact that,

this also this |
ones in the Gulf
seems to fall bag
country.

The
coming in this ¥y
Mexico was obsce
be doing our par
from the agencisg
ought to be, you
rather than pred
ability to have
swordfish quota.

The {

resource, and

(W

controls that yo
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ion the entire time that we were
released alive.

ou know, we have the ability to
te, but, you know, we don®"t want
I want to take
ppportunity, we"re not the only
and that all this burden always
k on this longline fleet in this
number of Dbluefins that were
ear down in the Gulf Coast from
ne. So, you know, while we may
t maybe the same kind of energy
5 that are so concerned about it
know, directed that way as well,
luded this fleet from having the
it's

the flexibility to catch

sulf of Mexico 1s a swordfish

iven to our devices with the

u have in place, with deference
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to the GRA, with
we don"t want td
we can get the j

MR. H

you"re saying you support the GRAs,

of Mexico GRA?
MR. T

we would suppon

hooks, because
bluefins. The
swordfish. And

would like to s€
hooks and allow

MR.

UJ

wanted to jump 1§
Okay .
weak hook? Gran

MR. @
to say that

alternative here

I i

making It a seas
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weak hook, because we all agree
fish on a spawning aggregation,
pb done.

when

SROOKS : Just to clarify,

in the Gulf

AYLOR: In the Gulf of Mexico GRA

t the continuation of the weak

they are effective fTor the

y“ve totally 1ineffective for
the areas outside the GRA we
e a modification to standardized
the IBQ program to work.
Thanks. You

ROOKS: Got 1t.

n on this or is that left over?

Anyone ellse want to jump in on this, on

.

ALLAND: Thanks, Bennett. Just

ve do support the preferred
of reducing the seasonal -- or

onal requirement for January to
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June, reducing
know, we would &
It also be area;
presented. And,
that here i1t"s hg
the preferred al

And |
totally agree w
that other count
same thing. M¢
that"s something

at I1CCAT.

MR.

else i1s burning

and if you two
conversation, 1 f
work? Okay. Th
We want to
go to a break s
Tobey and Steve

brainstormed at
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from the Ffull
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year . And, you

e nervous, | think, about having
-based, as Scott and Marty have
you know, since we"re not seeing
ard to comment, but we do support
ternative.

also just to mention that we
th Scott that we need to ensure
ries in the region are doing the
and others. So

exico, Japan,

that we need to keep working on

ROOKS: All right. IT nobody

to weigh in on this right now,

feel like you®ve heard enough

fhink 1 want to shift. Does that
anks, everybody.

get in one more topic before we
o, | think we®"re going to have
come back up here. You all
the end of the day yesterday
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around research
taken whatever
across all the |
with you a synt
chance to get sg

MR. C
able to get thry
up a little time|
Steve and 1 ema
spent some time
received.

You m
point that was s|
things and we-"l
feedback as we
thanks again tg

Especially those

So,
broken out by th
all HMS. We had

we should ask th

COUR

(202) 234-4433

280

priorities. I think they“ve

you worked on, tried to look

different ideas, and will share
hesis of that and we"ll have a
me feedback on it.

We should be

URTIS: All right.

pugh this pretty quickly. Make
Thank you to everyone who sent
ils yesterday. This morning |

trying to summarize that, what 1

ight not see every single bullet
Iggested but 1 tried to summarize
| be able to consider all this
repare the final documents. So,
folks that submitted emails.
that submitted them on time.
sort of just have a few slides
e species groups, starting with
a few folks comment that maybe
e question, do we have too many
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priorities? It7

of a long wish 1}
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s kind of a big list. 1It"s kind

st, and 1t"s a very good question

of whether we ghould maybe consider paring it

down a little Db
are real high
things.

So,

That aside, we Hh

that would lengt

outline those here.

jt and thinking hard about what

priorities and focus on those

t*s something we can talk about.
ad a number of other suggestions
hen the document. So, 171l just

This 1s just to let you know

that, you know, Wwe®ve kind of got your input, and

we" 1l be considg
-— well, we"ll T
steps.

So, t
ecosystem-based
fish distributio
HMS. Assessing
before, during,

construction.

wind tomorrow, [
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We"ll hear more about

ring adding this stuff in and if

ollow up at the end on the next

irst, for all HMS, some focus on
management, especially foraged
ns and abundance as i1t relates to
presence of HMS and HMS fishing
and after off-shore wind turbine
off-shore
)ut that"s kind of an emerging,

NEAL R. GROSS

T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

important issue.

Some
studies, includi
Prioritizing bas
that stays kind

species, especij
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more basic stomach contents, diet
ng genetics approaches for HMS.
s5ic life history. Ensuring that
of a high priority across all our

il ly those that lacking sort of

more complete I

e history information.

Lookihg at the effectiveness of catch

reporting app
methods and co
use of catch
implementation
Recreational H

priority of dyns

hat we have compared to older

ider 1mprovements and expanded

eporting apps. Evaluate the

SO far of the National

ishing Policy. Increasing

Imic area management research and

management strategy evaluation for HMS.

Consi
outside the Gulf
effects of oi
distribution an
MRIP recreationg

Havir

COoy
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der Deepwater Horizon impacts

of Mexico, and also some broader

I platforms on species mass

] catch rates. Evaluating new

il fishing estimates.

I some comments possibly on some
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things where the¢
overall progresg
list since the ¢
specific stock
addressing Caril

For |

recommendation

collection of ygung of the year.

of Slope Sea bly
a better handle
Sea. And more dg
73 inches, iIncly
consideration off
sizes.

For
data analysis T
programs and FAD
look at data we
And retrospecti

catch estimates

there®"1l be an
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the smaller tunas,
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re"s been progress. So, noting
on things that have been iIn the
revious one. And some Caribbean
assessments and quotas. So,
bean research needs.

bluefin we specifically got a
for close kin analysis and
More sampling
efin to see what®"s going on, get
on what®"s going on in the Slope
ata on smaller bluefin, less than
iding recreational landings and

expanding catch cards to smaller

we have the

rom some of the existing ICCAT

reportings. So, taking a hard

have to evaluate those species.
> analysis of our accuracy of our

for yellowfin because | guess

assessment coming soon for
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yellowfin.

V)

For
sort of put then
lot of comments
research on
continues to be
species.

Assessing the 1mj
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swordfish and billfish, 1 just
together, we didn"t get a whole
specifically on them, but more

post-release survival, which
a high priority for all of our
Predator-prey relationships.

pacts of the deep-drop fishery on

all sizes of swordfish, not just large swordfish.

And improving

compliance.

For
factors contri
mortality, speg

Hammerheads have

rates, so, want
could help redug
review the Atl
Commission res¢
coastal shark.

to sort of, to ¢
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recreational recording and
sharks we wanted to look at
puting to hammerhead shark

ifically in longline Tishery.

a very high vessel mortality

to see 1T there"s factors that
e that. Make sure we
antic States Marine Fisheries
arch*s needs iInformation for

So that*"ll be a great research

onsider with this.
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Want
that"s
More 1i1nformatio

and looking at
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to iIncrease the priority level

identified for shark spatial management.

1 on shore-based shark fishing,

maybe partnerships with state

agencies to look| at shore-based shark fishing.

To 1

handling and rglease of sharks.

terminal tackle
versus J hook
reporting

fisheries.

mprove social science on safe
Considering
variations with regard to circle

studies. Improving an EM and

in of]| shark bycatch across different

Lookihg at public perceptions and

public safety uph response to rebuilding shark

stocks.
level
habitat.

So,

b

of quick, but t
1T you have addi
about, please 1

myself or Steve

COoy

(202) 234-4433

of habitat use studies and

And regpmmendation to increase priority

Impacts on
fhank you again. That was Kkind
hank you for the feedback. And

tional ideas or things you forgot

10}

2t us know. If you could email

within the next couple of weeks
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we can work that
MR.

priorities that

comments that you got back?

that really king
without any obvi

MR. @
multiple people
of do we have tg

MR. H
added more prigdg
Marcos.

MR. H
you guys saw thg
the priority, yo
far away there,
needs here on thg
be mindful that,
have a lot of an

those are highly

286

info into the final document.

BROOKS: Were  there any
sort of rose across many of the
Or is that list, was
of what you got, more of a list
pus top of the pile?

URTIS: Yes, the only item that
tagged was the sort of question

D many priorities.

BROOKS: Okay . And then they
rities, okay. Got 1it. Good.
ANKE: 1 have a sense that once

> Caribbean iIn there requesting
u may think, oh, the Caribbean,
disconnected to our day-by-day
2 U.S. continental area, but just
based on my experience and -- we

cas with important species that,

migratory species.

That |we have, for sure, some essential
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future, and plg

1”4

with the Caribbe

of the range of
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here being documented 1iIn the

ase don"t lose that connection
an. We are right in the middle

most of those species. And on

the same lines, {trying to bring importance of the

Caribbean i1in theg

with the HMS
addressed, too),
species.

Espec

mountains and ot}

5e studies, the prey relationship

in the Caribbean should be
connecting to the foraged
tally because we have sea

ler features on the oceanographic

characteristic gf us that includes small big-eye

tunas, small yel
shore sharks, ai
very pertinent
priorities for 1t
think about jJuw
managed on this

MR.

PPN
\JJ

substantial list

lowfin tunas, and closer to the

id on and on and on, that make
the Caribbean on the research
hat reason. Especially once we

enile of all the species we®"ve

group -
CANLON:  Well, this is quite a
here, but one of the things I

woulld suggest, and 1 suggested it in a group that
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we had here, had
the better utilj
program would,
these on this i

Right
locked Into the §
they"ve done sif
when 1 think the
not mistaken. B
data collection|

Once
there that"11 do
better utilizat
program would 3
right here.

MR. B

need to say some

DR.

N

observer progran

start working on an

actually have observer data.
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worked In, is the expansion --
zation of our existing observer
you know, accomplish a Ilot of
st right here.

now, we“re sitting pretty much
same type of data collection that
ce, | believe, 2000 -- 2000 is
observer program started, if I™m

Ut since then 1t"s been the same

in a while we get an observer
something else, but I mean, just
ion of the existing observer

nswer a lot of these questions

ROOKS: Dave, you are feeling the
thing?
ERSTETTER: Yes, jJust that the

is insanely expensive when you
individual set basis. We

We don"t. NOAA
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does, going back
running progran
comments for the

MR. B

o

MR.

1§
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to 1987. So it is a fairly long

. I"1l save the rest of my

remaining time/area closure.
ROOKS: Mike.

IERDINOCK: As many are aware,

there®s wind turbines proposed up and down our

coast. 1°ve bee
commenting on t
turbines i1n area
Coxes Ledge ang
Gully. 1 threw

the HMS body, nef

with our highly,
there and the
industrializatig
thousands of wirn
EMF generated al
species.

I wa
because, for iInsi

start constructi
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n involved the past few years iIn
ne proposed siting of the wind
S up in our neck of the woods iIn

the Claw as well as Gordon®s
that out there that this body,
rds to be significantly concerned
rmigratory species that are out
impacts as a result of the
n of our oceans and hundreds or
d turbines and the noise and the
nd how that will i1mpact those

Nt to use 1t as an example

Fance, Vineyard Winds is going to

on later this year in December.
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We have six mo
species prior to
disconnect thatf]
siting of such w

And
behalf of me a
project will be
East Coast and tf
the 1Impacts (g
construction, an
studies are goi
months. Cons
December. They
within the next ¢
going to assef
operation.

Where
Is Is the preeX
established likg
those conditiong
period. 1 throw
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nths In order to evaluate HMS

construction. This iIs the major
s going on right now with the
ind turbines.

I think that unfortunately on
nd others, the Vineyard Winds
the pilot test for the entire
1at you will use that to evaluate

rior to, during, and after
i that in this case, what type of
ng to be done iIn the next six
IS going to start in
‘'re going to be up and running
ne or two years, and then they“re
35S Impacts during and after
the disconnect with the science
iIsting conditions are not TfTully
you typically would to assess
over a one, two to three year
all that out here to the Highly
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Migratory Specie;
to have the samg
locations that 3

And t
that you"ll see
Services and the
Fisheries which
bodies, provide
to point out thed

I"m [

Christa Banks iH

P

aware of the fadg

ICCAT, will cong
study over the n
But there®s noth
up and down the
Fisheries Servigc
and say we need

So 17
want 1t to be

resource, the def
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5 Division because you don®t want
> thing happen in all the other
re being proposed.
nere seems to be a big disconnect
that National Marine Fisheries
Massachusetts Division of Marine
I*m 1nvolved, as well as other
recommendations to BOEM in order
e concerns, yet, they"re silent.
only aware fTor Vineyard Winds,
5 the liaison, recently made me
t that Jeff Kneebone, who is on
juct the preexisting conditions
ext six months of what"s there.
ing else proposed anywhere else
Fast Coast. And National Marine
s or others will report to BOEM
to do it, yet i1t"s silent.
m all for green energy. | don"t
done to the detriment of our
friment of fishermen, and we need
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to know and ung
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lerstand these issues prior to

I thought being around as many years

as | have we st

"70s that you
understood the
This seems to cd
that are providi
then

can do something

have a detriment

MR. BROOKS:

that"s again on
so we"ll have a
Rick]]

MR.

3
was going to
offshore wind dg¢
but since Mike ¢
pile on just a |

So |
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iIt's silent.

opped doing what we did in the
built things before you truly
impacts prior to construction.
ntradict such and there are many
ng comments. BOEM gets them and
Hopefully, the HMS Division
about this to make sure we don"t
al impact to us.
Thanks. And obviously,
the agenda for tomorrow morning,
chance to think more about that.
ELLAVANCE:

Thank you. Yes, 1

save my comments relative to

velopment for tomorrow as well,

jot 1t started, 1 think I might

ittle bit.

m equally concerned about the
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lack of baseline
all resources 1
species and tha:
They"re not real
comes to doing rg
are going to aff

But 1
anyway informing
of work getting

may not necessar
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studies that have been done for
n the area, in particular, HMS
s5e  comments were made to BOEM.
ly receptive to too much when it
rsearch on natural resources that
ect their projects.

think it"s probably worth a shot
this body that there®s not a lot
think that it

done and while |

i1ly be management research, it"s

important that We get i1t done and there doesn®t

seem to be any
done. So maybe
these projects,
period which cou
areas as they st

together, the efj

going to have of

1”4

brings all those¢
management area

others near it,
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other avenue to get that stuff
adding cumulative impacts of all
the effects of the construction
jd last to over a decade in these
art to click all these projects
fFects of all that construction iIs
1 the forage fish which Is what
tuna fish into that area, that
that we were just looking at and
I don®"t think any of that has
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been looked at a
that we could

suggestions herg

1”4

1 fee
stepping up to
Iinsisting that t
so the alternat
research project;
more to say tomg

MR. B

Bob?

DR.
talking about adq

can | talk about

MR. B
process.

DR. H
first list of t

2014 and 1 think
I"m not sure exaf

FFOs and RFPs ar
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nd maybe that would be something

use Tfor research project

I like the developers should be
the plate and BOEM should be
hey do, but that®s not happening
ve would be to try to run those
5 through here. 1711 have plenty
Frow.

ROOKS: Thanks, Rick.

IUETER: Bennett, are we still
jing or subtracting priorities or

process at this point?

ROOKS: Feel free to talk about
JETER: Okay, so looking back the
nis type came out 1 believe 1In

It just sat within the agency.
ctly how 1t was incorporated into

d things like that.
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may be a question more for Pete,
< with somebody iIn one of the

vho does HMS research and he said

he had no input finto this list at this point. So

I"m Interested T

with this list.

J]

to all the NMFS §
who do HMS work?

And
So we have a wi

that you could ¢

10}

Is good. 1 undg
But a list withol
a list without g
list.
repeating that 9

So wh

MR. C
step Is to consg
folks with the
will B

version
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then most

rom this point now what happens
Does 1t go -- is it circulated
icientists at the science centers
Does it go to anyone else?

importantly, so what?
sh list of virtually everything
0 with these species. That part
rstand that, the need for that.

t true prioritization, certainly

budget behind it Is just a wish

And 1 said that five years ago and I™m

tatement now.
at*"s the plan for this plan?

JRTIS: So process wise, the next

lidate comments we have from you

draft that was provided. That

e circulated to the science
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centers, Northe
scientists will
But we"re also
redundancy with
because 1t"s re
assessment prio
priorities, vice
center input, ev

And |
agree that mayb
present the actu
to really hone 1
been useful iInt
IT you have oneg
priority versus
a useful
something that r
funding opportu
like look, this
In our proposals
said

NOAA has

COoy
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docun

«

l

Y

H

.

I

q

=
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st and Southeast, so all the
have an opportunity to comment.

trying to maintain or Hlimit
stock assessment priorities

lated, but not always -- stock
'ities aren®t always management
versa. So there will be science
erybody will get a chance to.
think as far as the utility, |
» we can discuss better ways to
al priorities or refine the list
1 on specific things. But it has
in reviewing proposals.
proposal that addresses a high
a proposal that doesn®"t, that"s
ent to  refer to. And 1t"s
>searchers can also take to other
ities external to NOAA and be
IS something that we"re arguing
It"s important to management and
this is

yes, important for
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management. SO
document for get

DR. H
So that"s fair
that, 1n fact.
held any sway or
we do.

One [
there®s so many |
list and 1t"s ng
meaning of a low
Are you basicall

I know 1 read thg

explanation, but

ready to fund thjis now.

to me like well)
In the next thr
priority is donf
It"s just not gg
list.

So he
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hopefully, i1it"s a leveraging
ting funding.

UETER: Can I follow up to that?
and the researchers have done
It’'s

And 1 don"t know whether

not. But it Is something that
juestion besides the fact that
priorities and it"s just a bullet
t ranked, honestly, what is the
priority in something like this?

I mean when 1 look at this

y —-
> intro and all that and the nice
the high priority is like we"re
Medium priority it looks
we might consider funding this
ce to five years. And the low
t even ask us about this because

ing to make i1t to the top of the

Ip us as researchers, direct our
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we"re really doing things that
and the fishery needs for better

ry to make this more -- less, you

know, kumbaya, @nd your arms around everything,

and more
absolutely need
years, and the n

MR.

these

are the specifics that we

in the next year, the next three
ext ten years.
BROOKS :

Jackie, you wanted to

Jjump In a moment| ago?

Katie:

MS. W

P

FSTFALL:  Yes, | was going to say

maybe there®s a \fay to be thoughtful about how to

prioritize the
type of matrix g
Tished, 1ts levq
a good chunk of
there"s a wa)
prioritization.

MR. B
to come b

sense

that puts togetl

COoy
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use and maybe think about some
n, you know, is the species over
2l of vulnerability, things that

stakeholders have said. Maybe

to get at a thoughtful

BROOKS: So 1 wonder i1f i1t makes

ack In September with something

ler, but you didn®"t use the word
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some type of criiteria for suggesting what are

high priorities
DR.
little more objsg
MR. B
a break and we
about spatial ma

(Wher

and doubling back.

UETER: Something that might a

ctive ranking.
ROOKS:

Yes, good. Let"s go to

will come back at 3:45 to talk
nhagement scoping. Thanks.

eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the regord at 3:32 p.m. and resumed at

3:49 p.m.)

MR. BROOKS:

All right, so we"ve got

one more topic we want to cover today and weTve

already started

some of the conmments

but we want to
talking about ¢
closed areas.

1"m ¢

diving into 1t a little bit in
in the last conversation,
spend the next hour and a bit

ata collection and research iIn

oing to hand it off to Steve in

a second here, bt just to give you a sense again

of how we want tp approach this.

Steve will give

us an overview ofi how the agency has been thinking
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about this and
going to, as we
small groups aga

yesterday, just

these i1deas and then we" 1l come back.

do that for 15 |
the bulk of the
get a sense of
iIt"s a good cha
about the issue
sort of the main
conversations ba

Dave |
and forth, but tf

Steve

MR.
Steve Durkee, ba
talk about opt
research to suppq

All

fisheries managée
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Framing

the 1deas.
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it up. And then we"re
did yesterday, have you talk iIn
in, three, four, just as you did
informally kick around some of
we=I11 only
ninutes or so. We want to save
time iIn plenary so we can just
But late afternoon,
nce to have people talk, think
in smaller groups and then bring
ideas that are coming up in those
ck to the group.

I do see your head waggling back
1is time 1 won"t ask for comment.
, all yours.

DURKEE : thanks.

Yes, (great,

sed up here In HQ. 1"m going to

ions TfTor data collection and

rt spatial fisheries management.

right, so what 1is spatial

ment? Really, it"s a range of
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tools to reduce
species 1In spe(
examples of 3
time/area closy
access areas, ma

Types
affected by spat
such as commerci
certain boating
control adverse
different speci¢

example,

tending gear on

L)

such as 1n the c{

life stages of garget species,

swordfish, and t
of things such a

All 1
have up here to
spatial managemg
These aurq

now.
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fishing mortality on certain
cific geographic areas. Some

patial management tools are

res, closed areas, controlled
rine monuments and GRAs.

of activities that can be
1al management tools are things
al and recreational fishing and
iIs to

activities. So the 1i1dea

fishing impacts on a range of
s and problems. You know, for

habitats, perhaps bottom-

top of corals, nursery grounds
iIse of perhaps sharks, vulnerable
perhaps juvenile
hen bycatch and incidental catch
5 sea turtles.
ight, just a couple of charts 1
give you some examples of some
nt tools that are in place right
> taken straight from our HMS
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1ance Guide. These are closed

areas and GRAs that affect pelagic longline and

ones that affect

they kind of r¢g

Gulf of Mexico &

All 1
effective at
certain species,

a proportional

data. Fishery;
collected durin
Fishery-depender
cost-effective wj
be the most
operations sincH
collected during

for reducing fTi

creating some da

All right,

collection and

Well, first and

COUR
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research

bottom longlines. You can see
iInge the range the entire NED,
nd U.S. Caribbean.

ight, closed areas they can be
educing Tfishing mortality for
but on the flip side it also has
decrease iIn Tishery-dependent
dependent data is data that"s

g normal Tfishing activities.

t data i1s oftentimes the most
ay to collect data and also could
normal

applicable to fishing

> that data 1i1s actually being
normal fishing operations. So
shing 1In certain areas, 1It"s
ta gaps that are hard to fill.

so why do we need data
in these closed areas?

foremost good science. We have
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the best manager
good science an
also allows us

closed areas to

closed areas ars
Of cq
guiding legisl

managements, CO

science. And t

this body, we

highly migratory|

ocean conditiong
protecting the r

All
know sound, sc

important. The

So what 1

possible options
this research.

list. This 1is
wanted to Torme

COoy
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nent tools iIn place when we have
d good data to back It up. It
to review the effectiveness of

make sure the original goals of

being met.
jurse, Magnuson-Stevens Act, our
ation for federal Tfisheries

mpels us to use best available
len perhaps more importantly for
e talking about HMS which are
They are sensitive to changing
3§ so the big question is are we
jght species in the right places?
night, so that sounds good. You
ientifically rigorous data is
Dig question 1s how do we get i1t?
have up here are seven
to collect this data and perform
Definitely not an exhaustive
jJust a spur discussion. It we
lly consider any of these, we
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definitely need
practicality of
discussion topidg

All
IS no action.
program. A resq
closed area rese
closed area reseg
of EFPs, we hay
analysis,
public comments,
consider whethel
EFP.

Optid
option one. Th
process. What w
effects of a wi(
activities in my
application bei

public comments,

comes to us wit

COoy
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.

n

»

-

c

/|

the efffects analysis,

)

)

.

=
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to consider the legality and

any of them, but at least for

s, | think 1t"s useful.

ight, no surprise. Option one
So stick with the existing

archer comes to us, wants to do

Since

wrch. We consider an EFP.

arch is outside the normal scope
e to go through and do a NEPA
put i1t out for
solicit those comments, and then

or not to actually issue that

n two is slightly modified of
s would streamline the HMS EFP
> could do is perhaps analyze the
e range of closed area research
Itiple closed areas ahead of the
for

Ig submitted, submit those

get those. That way 1T somebody

h an EFP application, we don"t
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need to go thro
We"ve already ddg
possibly simplif

Optio
area catch thro}
IT a vessel was {
vessel could the
Some Issues posy
control. The T}
how to Tish. A
research plan.
might take a |Ig
robust analysis

areas are workirn

Optio

research progran

research fishery|

fisherman apply
accepted, they
commercially Tis

typically prohib
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ugh the NEPA analysis process.
ne that and front-loaded 1t. So
y that EFP process.

n three, collect data on closed
Igh an observed access program.
thosen to carry an observer, that
n go into closed areas to fish.
ibly with this is minimal agency
shermen decide when, where, and
50 we need a formal scientific
IT that"s the case, perhaps it
ng time to get enough data for

to see about how these closed

0 -

n four, iInstitute a closed area

similar to the current shark
So the shark research fTishery,

to this program and if they"re

have access to actually

h for sandbar sharks which are

ited in the commercial TfTishery.
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o collect some data, some life

history data to [feeding the stock assessments and

other scientifid

To us

IS created a
Perhaps fisherme
then fish 1n cld
scientific resea
It would
participation, b
pretty robust ré¢
formal research
modest
not just from &
also on the Scis

Optid
research throug
partially funded
2003 NED reseal

research progran

that looked for

COoy
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requl

Investmen

D

Ll

L

)

-

M

=

analyses.

e that as a model what we can do
closed area research program.
n could apply to the program and
sed areas underneath an umbrella
rch plan developed by the agency.
re voluntary application and
ut 1t would probably provide some
sults since it would be under a

plan. It would also require a

it in agency time and personnel,

management side with HMS, but

nce Center side as well.
n Tfive, conduct closed area
h  public-private partnerships,
by NOAA fTisheries similar to the
ch program. So the 2003 NED
was a public-private partnership
yjays to reduce sea turtle bycatch
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combinations, ps
fishing techniqgy
sea turtles. It

In the end, 1t
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It looked at ways to bait

srhaps gear type, circle hooks,
es, ways to reduce the impact on
was a pretty successful program.

actually expanded access in the

NED for Tfishermen without having too bad of

adverse impacts

Under

on sea turtles.

this idea, we could do this and

the agency perhaps could also offer some level of

compensation Tqgr

closed areas since there®s unknown catch

since some of th
for so long. S

compensation Ti

fishermen to fish 1In these
rates,
ese closed areas have been closed
Ince there iIs the possibility of

shing though, this would be a

pretty expensive| option for the agency.

Optiaon

SIX, conduct closed area

research through a research program led by NOAA

fisheries, using

iIs the more formal

white NOAA vessels going

conducting scie

COoy
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NOAA or contract vessels. This

research i1dea, the classic

into a closed area,

mtific research, probably very
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robust results,

applicability tg

L)

of course, thig
option that I™m
the agency.

And
performance base
modeled similarl
would allow Fishg
as long as they
criteria can |
requirements.
amounts of datg
necessarily be ¢
plan which coulg

All
housekeeping, wi
got one coming
all the way thrg
you can"t read
information

this
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but perhaps some questionable

normal commercial fishing. And

would be the most expensive

bresenting up here, at least for

then finally, option seven,

d closed area access. Kind of

y to the Cape Hatteras GRA. It
brmen access into the closed area

met certain criteria. And this

nclude observer or reporting

It would probably provide fair

An coming in, but 1t wouldn®t

rganized under a formal research
kind of limit its usability.

right, just some quick

th the hearing scheduled, we®ve
b In a couple of weeks extending

ugh the end of July. This i1s --

it from the screen, but we had

available. The next steps are
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to solicit commgnts on this

paper we publisped.

Is pretty long
comments back.
I have a link I
paper and the wa

So aj
going to break g
I*ve got a coup|l
The first one IS
We"re interested
perhaps to focus
Iinterested to se
a range of possi
we forgot about,
that.

Which
provide the mos|
make management

some of these d

certain closed a
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Issues and options
The public comment period
to make sure we get a lot of
It closes at the end of July and
ere fTor the issues and options
y to submit comments.

5 Bennett had mentioned, we"re
Ut into small groups to discuss.
e of slides to help with that.
the breakout discussion topics.
in a lot of your opinions, but
the discussion a little bit, I™m
e 1T these seven options covered
ble 1deas. Are there ones that
we didn"t include, interested in
of these options or others
t useful information for us to
decisions. And perhaps maybe
ifferent options are better 1in

reas, but not iIn others. That"s
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the kind of feedf

So I
breakout discuss
that has just a

well, just for rg
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pack that will be useful as well.
Il put this slide up during the
tons and 1711 also have this one
summary of all seven options as

2 ference. 1"m not sure which one

Is the best one [to have up, but we"ll go back and

forth.
MR. B

MR. P

Is this the methodology or

In other words, §
we say 1t"s morg
this particular
of gathering inf

MR.
thinking at lea§

of a more broadé¢

ROOKS: All right, so George.

JRMONT: It"s really a few parts.
iIs this by species?
\re we supposed to prioritize and
> Important that we do this for
species or is It the methodology
prmation that you want to know?

DURKEE: Perhaps both. I1*m
t initially that 1t"s just kind

r brush. [I*m looking at how we

collect data i1in khese areas where fishermen can™t

Tish. That dd
species-by-speci

certain closed a
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s kind of break down into a

s question. IT there are

reas that are closed because of
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very specific species, perhaps there can be some

species-speciTig| suggestions as well.

get to what you
MR.
MR.
David.
MR.

have for this?

Does that

re asking?

RURMONT: Yes.
BROOKS : Scott, then over to
MAYLOR: How much money do you

(Laughter.)

I mean

question becausg

here is financi

because that"s a serious

a lot of the stuff that®"s on

1J

Ally driven and if the money 1is

not there and wefre going to have a constructive

discussion abouft

have the best

whether -- what alternatives

possibility of success, |1 don"t

think 1t"s -- it['s funny, but I don"t think that

It"s unreasonable.

MR .
question,

Is what working

they focus on what research makes sense,

BROOKS: To take Scott"s

I think maybe a way to think about it

assumptions should they have when

what
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sort of structur

MR.
for sure. I mg
just as well as
of options in K
free
Iinvestments. A
sky i1deas of sen
in the closed a
your discussion
appropriate.

MR.
recent history
future conditiorn

MR.
put the expensiv
there was some
potentially coul
that 1t looks |
public meetings

in terms of how

COoy
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by any n

a

»

l

.

Y

(

=

DURKEE:
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e makes sense to you?

That"s completely Tfair
an you know the budget climate
we do, so there"s a whole range
There®s ones that aren*t

ere.

pans, but are minimal agency
d then there®s these pie iIn the
ding formal research vessels out
eas. So that might factor into
a little bit on what"s more
BROOKS : So maybe assume that
would be a good 1indicator of
S .
AYLOR: Well, 1 figured they-d
e alternatives on there so maybe
discussion about how that they
1 fund 1t and appreciate the fact
ike the comment period and the
are somewhat being fast tracked
things generally can sometimes
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stretch out so |

helpful that we

what the financeg
MR. [
MR. B
MR.

discussion encd

longline closed

the second chart,

the first chart

a couple of prim

for bluefin tuna,

species they werjg set up to protect.

of Charleston B

sorry, swordfishi

was that all fTq
the Florida Strs
MR.
Karyl®s head sh
Karyl,

I*"m going

MR. D

COoy
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3
U

D

I

«

!

|

q

=

313

think that i1f we"re going to be
also need to be realistic about

s look like.

URKEE: You bet. Thanks.

ROOKS: David, then over to --

CHALIT: Just to clarify, this

mpasses all of those pelagic

areas on that first chart, not
right? So we"re focusing on

and In that first chart there is

ary closures that were not set up
so we would need to know what
In the case
imp was it dolphin? Swordfish,
Okay, and De Soto Canyon, what
r, also swordfish. Okay. And
1ts, also swordfish.

BROOKS:

Actually, let me get

aking back and forth here. So

to invite you in on this one.

irkee: So this is a useful place
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to start, so |
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And 1 think you
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Charl
East Coast it
swordfish. The
for sharks, othe
thinking about t
There
well,

actually

pelagic longlin

(A0}

There®s recreatjonal

whole host of &
some type of Tig

Now {
Craig were just [

were closed spec
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think a lot of our preconceived

n closed areas were closed for
1"t always clearly accurate. The
ns paper really dives into this
rea to see why they were closed.
vill find very few, if any, were
Ily only for swordfish.

eston Bump as well as Florida

was more species than just

re"s billfish concerns, perhaps
r things as well. So i1t"s worth
hat.

Is some overlap with the GRAs,

to backup, no, 1It"s not just

. It"s also bottom longline.

closed areas. There®s a
reas that eliminate or curtail
hing that we"re considering.
bRAs specifically like Jen and
)resenting, those were areas that
jfically for one species, so that
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iIs kind of a
protected those
perhaps IBQ, per
a different way,
about are more ti
of different spg
of a single
protecting that

the original clg

MR. [BROOKS:

wanted to add ar
ahead.

MR.

L)

Jjust want to un
evaluating thog
mentioned, are mn
focusing on thaf
GRAs in the GulfT
in the Northeast

MR.

important clarij
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different operation. IT you
species through other measures,
haps you could look at those 1iIn
but these areas that I"m talking
1e ones that were closed for lots
cies that don"t have the benefit
targeted management measure,
pne species that was impetus for
sure.

Let me see i1t Karyl

ything to that. Good, okay. Go

CHALIT: Just to follow up, 1

derstand, so we are looking at

5e closures which were not

ot part of Amendment 13. We“"re

se other closures now, not the

and Hatteras and primary closure
, correct?

DURKEE : That"s a really

Fication. Absolutely. Yes,
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we"re looking agt the ones that were more broad

brushed multiple
iIs telling me 17
(Laug

MS.

A

B

that what Jen jud
are proposing wa
period, opening
but that is pro
what we"re going
those areas, the
the structure we
help? You"re Ig
MR.
customer confusi
that -- we recel

and discussions

presentation rel

species. This isn"t -- Karyl
m probably mistaken on this one.
hter.)

REWSTER-GEI1SZ: So 1 would say
5t talked about with the GRAs, we
ys of moving forward the review
them up, removing Cape Hatteras,
posed. It doesn"t mean that"s
final on. If we end up keeping
n that could very much fit under
"re looking at here. Does that
pking confused, so --

Schalit: I*m suffering from
pn, but 1 just want to make sure
ved the 30 page document, issues

, Okay? This relates, this

ates to that document for which

you require comment, public comment by the end of

July, right? Ok

So i1ff
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that, am 1 looki

only looking at

multiple species
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no. Look at thij
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ng at -- just to make sure, I™m
those closures which are for

?  Hm?

And

REWSTER-GEI1SZ: I"m saying

5. For closed areas that we have

now which include the ones that Jen presented on,

but you were alsg

presented on how

there®"s a different

bluefin.

This
whole. So we"rg
we have now, but
think about GRA$
do we want to (¢
also have resear(
general . It ap
applies in the ¥

MR. B

over to Rusty, t

MS.
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) commenting in the rule that Jen
we are opening those up now. So
action that i1s specific to
Is specific to closed areas as a
> looking at this not only what
in the future, 1Tt we happen to
or closures in the future, how
b about making sure those areas
ch. So this one is broader, more
blies to what we have now. It
ture as well.
ROOKS: Let me get in Kristin and
hen Scott.
Thanks for

FOSS: your
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teve. I have a couple of

pption two, how that would work.
n area you would do like one
Would that be
or something? And then as you
FPs, you wouldn*t have to do
analysis for each of those?
DURKEE : Yes and no. We can
act analysis based on what our
jght not be just a specific year.
via specific closed area. We
any closed areas we did want to
ch in. That could be multiple
me NEPA document, but yes, the

would front load all that heavy

and then when they came up for

an EFP, that we would have front

ork and 1t would be more like a
5S .
0SS: I have a couple of other

So with tlhose EFPs, that would be like the
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You would still use the

in that certain area.

It would be thraugh the EFP process?

MR. D
look at our typ|i
to go out and cg
already assesseg
collecting sampl
come to us with
yes, we"ve anha
public commentsy|
analyzed ideas.

merits and then

L)

idea 1T we had §

for that action

URKEE: Yes, correct. So let"s

cal EFP. So if somebody wants
Ilect samples from sharks, we"ve
researchers

d the 1Impact of

es Tfrom sharks. So when they
an EFP application, we can say
yzed this. We®"ve had i1t for
This falls under previously
We consider the EFP on 1its
issue 1t. It follows the same

\lready done an impacts analysis

MR. BROOKS: Rusty.

MR. |HUDSON: Thank you. Rusty
Hudson. On the slide that restricts bottom
longline, vyou || failed to put the Oculina

(phonetic) origjinal

area, and then [
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out to 330, in |t
one feet, and |
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looking at opti

research Tishery

or else EFPs a

prohibited shark

sharks. That i
other things tha
on. The Cuban |
that was really

a problem.

Bigno

90-pound animal
bottom. And iItf
to be able to c;
South America al

Those
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a from probably just offshore of
10 foot thereabouts, all the way
Ffhe new one out 600 and the old
you should at least have some
here.
pther thing and 1 think 1I™m
on fTour, similar to the shark
and the idea of potential CRPs
hd the observer. We have 19
S. We need data on those 19
ncludes the dusky and a couple
t we have done a couple work ups
night had a work up on by Enric

good, showed that it didn®"t have

se IS a virgin population of 80,

§, 400 to 2,000 foot on the

s a bottom longline effort just

atch them. And they range from

I the way up the line.

are the type of things that we

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

need the data on
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and so we specifically need to

o do what we haven®"t done since

we created the ppohibited list expansion in 1999.

That®"s 20 years J
dusty and a litg
those animals, r

And
unilaterally, vi
body of sharks
from our neighbg
might have put a
time ago, but th

Most
coexistence bety
dusky, 1In partiyg
down the line, th
that may be (
blacktips and wh
Is important if
we"re not going

wind up being a
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ow and we"ve got, except for the
le bit of paperwork on a few of
pthing.

we are single handedly,
rtually trying to protect this
and yet, we“re getting no help
rs to speak of. 1 mean Canada
thing with dusky on there a long
ey don"t get many.

of the nursery grounds have a
een each other, the sandbar and
cular. Once you start getting
en you get into the other species
bull sharks and

sing stuff,

at have you. And so all of this

you"re going to manage it. IT
to manage it then i1t"s going to

broblem later. So thank you.
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and then 1 wan
conversations.

MR. T

species are cdg
process,
Jack Daniels an
and myself, we
about some of th
And
question here, (
this 1s about t
driven program
acceptable than
pertains to this
a great deal

misrepresentatia

And while we"re

ifT some

(

§
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BROOKS : Thanks Rusty. Scott,

T to get us into some smaller
Scott.
AYLOR: So as far as the pelagic

ncerned i1n terms of the EFP

body wants to bring a bottle of
| sit down with Dave Kerstetter
probably could explain to you
> problems with that EFP process.
kind of speak to David®s
nless I"m missing this exercise,
ying to come up with an agency-

that 1s

going to be more

an outside EFP. EFPs, as it

particular fishery, has met with

of unfair and uneducated

n with the general community.

deliberating today, 1 think that

that has to be ajt the forefront of the discussion

because the

we can get the s

COoy
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(

=

issue here i1sn"t whether or not

cience or want to get the science
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from people thaft
table in here to
and a structure |t
their constituer

MR. D

not all agency-driven.

do require out
authorization fd

MR. T

1)

that when the §
agency IS not sf
EFP was designed
around this tab
understood exact

SO yg
objection is not
the Southeast Ref

and the fact tha

be affected by |
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ence, It"s whether or not that
will from the agency and
[ are representative around the
accurately communicate that need
‘hat Is going to be acceptable to
Cy .

JRKEE: Just to be clear, they“re
We have some options that
side and we"re just getting
r it. But the point is taken.
AYLOR: But that is the point is

igency i1s not 1involved and the

anctioning it, the way that the
and approved, everybody that®s

e that was here for the process

Iy what happened with that.

1 know, the point is that the big
only at the council level, for

yional Council, was in the design

t that information could somehow

'he fact that 1t was not agency
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participation.

MR.

3
and everyone ag
questions, | mea
thinking about 9
a practical way
MR.
because that is
I1"d like to n
although 1 susp
really where oun
and politics on
MR. B
practical consig

thinking about w

options and that

TAYLOR:
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re was industry and third-party

ROOKS: Let me just invite you

you"re thinking through these
n this 1s what we want you to be
D you can come back with what is
to go forward.
And I"m just saying
the real central i1ssue here that
ake sure everybody 1s aware,
>ct that they are, that that"s

focus needs to be 1s perception

that.
ROOKS: Again, you“ve raised two
erations that people should be

hen they chew on these different

s definitely want you to do.

So let"s -- Dave.
DR. KERSTETTER: Just going on that
theme of ideas [for people to consider in their

small discussion
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s, one, going to Grant"s point
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bad thing in vi
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keep dh mind as was talked about 1in

N expensive these projects are.
terms of motivations for opening
that potential funding might be.
ne of the issues that has been

for opening these time/area
ng some of this research is the
funding. So 1 know it"s been
nlat industry funding It may be a
ew of some people. Even though
not put i1t forward or the groups

rk might not be willing to fund

iIt, so think about what sources of funding are

acceptable.

The ¢
in particular, g
I put forward, |
acceptable to co

do with these ti

pther side i1s those groups that,
pbpose the project that Scott and
fleed to think about who would be
mduct some research, what can you

me/area closures. 1t"s one thing

to sit around this table and say hey, we have

these time/area

COoy
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closures, we need to go iIn there
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and do research

Oh, but you canft do

can"t do it.
There
specifically toy

Magazine editors

couldn"t talk wpth me. |

get me fired frg

every unlikely
go through this
So 1
I have fairly t
while. Even
little rattling,
So a
sources of fund
constituency, a
would find acce

maybe that®"s NO

these thoughts

MR. BROOKS:
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and find out what®"s going on.
it, you can"t do it, you
iIs a lot of iInvective directed
ards me. I had Sport Fishing
tell their reporters that they
had people trying to
m my academic position. Made it
hat other academics will want to
pDrocess.

like to think, hey, 1 have HMS,
1ick skin, 1°ve done this for a
hat was somewhat unnerving, a
ain, when you think about what
ng might be appropriate to your
so consider what scientists you
table for your constituency and
A as a neutral arbiter, but keep
n mind.

Thank you.

Thanks. Thanks, David.
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practical, all t

Bob.

DR.
everything Scott

(Laug

1 hay
say.
to him because |i
It"s unconsciong

But 1
know, practical |
can design the n
to do this work,
not going to g(
might address bg
Issues are to fa
this that"s a py
kind, something

So Pe¢

asking you to fun
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lity, what"s realistic, what"s

hings to be thinking about.
HUETER: I disagree with
s about to say.
hter.)
e no idea what you"re going to
u don®"t know Dave®s story, talk
t"s a very -- iIn Scott"s words
ble what happened to Dave.
thought as you were talking, you
natters are important here and we
pst scientifically-valid program
but 1f 1t"s not practical, 1t"s
) anywhere. So something that
th the funding and the political
rm -—- to have a funding base for
plic-private partnership of some
like a NFWF of a source.
w, IFf you®"re listening, I"m not
1d the whole thing, but maybe put
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then 1t"s a win
how 1t"s done 38
suggestion.

MR.

seconds to dis:

said.
MR.
everybody Bob j
(Laug
MR. B
MR. T

has to be agency
it forth, you go
and that i1t"s --

there are NGOs &g

that don"t want this research period.

want it. They

outcome 1s. The
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the game. Some of the other
m a collaboration with NOAA to
am and then maybe everybody --
For everybody and you get to see
nd we get this funded. Just a

BROOKS: Scott, you have 30

Hgree  with everything Bob just

TAYLOR: I actually agree with
st said.

jhter.)

BROOKS: I figured as much.
AYLOR: Our position is that this

'l driven. If you®"re going to put

t to own it, you got to drive Iit,
you need to accept the fact that
ind constituency around the table

They don"t

re not interested iIn what the

y want those areas to stay closed
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discussion with

MR. B
word, then it"s

MR. C
in the room, at
will say that we|]
I would encourag
process to involy
1T we can encour

going to our con

MR.

3
so what 1 want
minutes or so 1In

you know, just

next to you wol

talking with son
get up and move

Three
about, one, do tj

range of possil
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message to take away from the
Dave .

ROOKS: Andrew, you get the last
small groups.

DX: As sort of the punching bag
least my constituency base, |
re not opposed to research, that
e all groups forming EFPs or the
ye us early iIn the process to see
age and then control the message
in the future.

stituencies

ROOKS: Thank you. All right,

you to do is spend the next 15

again, groups of three or four,

chatting with the folks who are

ks. IT you again want to be
cone in particular, feel free to
around the table.

topics we want you to talk
lese seven options cover the full

ility? So there may be other
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approaches that
wiser, something
absolutely woulg
Secor
provide the most
management. S
options on the
which ones hit t

kind of check bdg

_

And
that, are certa
not be a one s
options that are
or different sit
that would be he
would love to sc

So tg
groups. Chew
there"s a quest

that we didn"t p

that, too, and t
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you think are better, smarter,
for the agency to consider. We
like to hear that.

idly, which of these options
useful Information for sound HMS
0 (a) not only are the right
table, as you look across them,
ne credible, practical, realistic
XeS .

then lastly, as you think about
in of these options -- it might
ize Tits all. There might be
appropriate for areas or species

uations. So iIf there are nuances

Ipful for the agency to hear, we
rt of get that insight from you.
ke 15, 20 minutes or so in small
on these three questions. b
fon that you think is iImportant
ut up there, feel free to chew on
hen we®l1l1 come back and just kind
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of go around the
surfaced.

No, t
Feel free to
spending 20, 30

Okay? Thanks.

(Wher

went off the req
4:42 p.m.)

MR.

each of the gro
Do the seven op

any of these opt

thoughtful way o go,

the agency and
then lastly, a
appropriate foi
species, et cetg

1°d |
I think maybe j

across all three
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room and hear what kind of ideas

Nis one we"re not going to email.
email, but we®"re planning on
minutes here talking about it.
eupon, the above-entitled matter
ord at 4:19 p.m. and resumed at
ROOKS: All right, so we asked
ps to think about three things.
rions cover the fTull range? Do
ons seem to really pop as a wise
given the realities that
you all are dealing with? And
e some of these options more
certain areas, fTor certain
ra.
ike to hear from each group and

Ist let a group sort of debrief

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

332

Yes, |Rick.

MR. BELLAVANCE: 1°11 take a stab at
it. So our group over In this corner here, we
talked about d potential additional option
similar to the |research set aside program that
they have i1n the||New England Fisheries Management
Council uses for scallops, monkfish, or herring
where three pergent of the overall gquota of the
species is auctioned off to folks and then that
money 1s taken [and i1t funds research projects.
There"s a whole [lot more details to i1t, depending
on the species ghd all that, but my only thought
was that"s not g Council basis so | wasn"t sure
iIT HMS had the agpility to do that. And thinking
of this new |guota that"s coming up from
potentially from the purse seine Tishery, you
might be able tqg| Just grab three percent and not
even realize what happened.

MR. BROOKS: So nobody is losing.

MR. |BELLAVANCE: Right. Just a
thought.
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feelings one way
not sure -- we
axle on the ESA

MR. H

MR. §
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BROOKS : Rick, before you step
pu -- this was for agency-driven
you guys think about that, talk
S geographies or species? Any
SELLAVANCE: I think we talked
efin tuna, but 1 think 1t would
cies. And then I would defer to
group for what we thought about
s and i1f there were any strong

' or the other with those. I"m

kind of got wrapped around the

thing.

BROOKS:  Dave.

NCHALIT: There was some concern
funding. It seems that it"s a -

- we"re really galking about something which in

the First i1nstar
from NOAA or Nat
fund the projes

precisely -- thsg

COoy
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|

=

jonal

ce would need to be a commitment

Marine Fisheries Service to

t. And that would determine

t money would determine the type
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of -- one of the
mentioned here.
position -- of ¢
It"s a no brain
discussed really
nailed down.
DR.

sitting next to

So o

talked about Kkij

earlier raised g
project needs tg
agency priority|
out, the agency
we feel 1s iImpo
cover for whate
reason might opf

stand behind i1t

MR.

you guys were H

and

COoy
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it seems i

a

:

f
!

V

3

=

pose
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e options, the seven options you

So we"re really not 1In a
ourse, we support the research,
I g

Okay? But nothing can be

until a funding source has been
KERSTETTER: It"s convenient
David.
e of the other issues that we
nd of getting to the comment
bout messaging is that any such
clearly be stated by NOAA as an
that however the funding works
1as to say this is something that
tant and we"re going to provide
er constituencies, for whatever
it. So the agency needs to

ROOKS: Great. It looked like

aving a productive conversation

ke i1ndeed you were. So thank
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you.

Who ¢

MR. WEBER:
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Ise? Rick.

I"m not going to pretend

to talk for tihe group. We were broad and
diverse.

(Laughter.)

That [said, 1"m going to give you some
personal thoughfts. One, the questions, as |

frequently fTeel
questions, we"rg
just too broad.
and 10 minutes

which of the sey

of the 20, 1t"s
That
MR. B
20 areas?
(Laug
MR. |

be fair and

about the next 1

COoy

(202) 234-4433

when we"re fTaced with these
not going to answer them. It"s
Tools need to be fit to purposes
to consider 20 closed zones and

yen options would apply to which

simply too much.

said --

BROOKS: You have answers for all
jhter.)

IEBER: 1 do to this extent. To

really reflecting on what Anna said

lime a closed zone comes, closed
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zones need reasons.

moments

swordfish. No,

for swordfish and --

And that should

We are looking
landings by 75 p
hoping to drop

Write 1t down.

ago wjith --
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It should not be what we saw

that was closed for

no, no. Actually, i1t was closed

it should have a reason.
be a very clear stated reason.
to drop swordfish jJuvenile

ercent. Write i1t down. We are

marlin landings by 50 percent.

Now when we say what did this closed

zone do, we have

the goals. And i1f they can go

in there and meet the goals without the closed

zone, they can n
right now, 1t"s §
do I feel? It S
We"re
management, that
science-based 1
closed zone suddy
we don®"t know wk
was. Oh,

my Go
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cet the conservation goals. But
1 constantly-moving target of how
houldn®t be how do people feel.

trying to lead to science-based
"s what we keep talking about, a
anagement. But going into a
2nly becomes touchy feely because
1at the goal of the closed zone
Iin there at

d, I can"t let you
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all.
MR. B
not that the (gg¢
current, availal
you"re seeing It
MR. W

IS no summary of

MR. D
second there, Ri
MR. B
MR. |l

point i1s taken.
this, so that as|i
really does dive
It area by area
closed area. It
as the percentaf
juvenile swordfi
area was closed |
sharks and billf

in there to Kkind
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ROOKS: And it may be that it"s

)al iIsn"t known, 1t just isn"t
le, presented in the way the way
. It"s front and center.

there

EBER: In my experience,

what the zone was for.

URKEE: Let me grab that for a
Ck .

ROOKS: You want in?

DURKEE : Absolutely, and your

You had ten minutes to consider
de, the i1ssues and options paper
into 1t pretty well. It takes
, the original reasons for the
doesn®t get into detail as far
je catch reduction of let"s say
sh, but it would say that this
)ecause of juvenile swordfish and
ish. 1t has the original goals
of frame this discussion.
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MS. B
add that the S

analysis on what

have been compared to the original

that we talked a

1D}

SO wg
I was telling Be
very beginning
swordfish was Tt
areas and that |
always been the |
whenever anybody
It was swordfish

MR. W
familiar with th
we"re on the c(
there, we should
least be buildir

iIT you know why

how 1t could go ¢

1

need to look lik
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REWSTER-GEISZ: And 1 would just
AFE Report every year does an
the 1mpact of those closed areas
percentages
bout.

do have all that information.
nnett that 1t has been since the
have assumed

the Ffishermen

ne reason for all these closed
/jas not the case. But that has
iInderlying assumption that 1 hear
asks why the areas were closed.
. No, it wasn"t.
EBER: As a marlin person, I™m
at because i1t always feels like
pattails. But continuing from
be sunsetting closed zones or at
g a plan in on how they would --
it"s there, then we should know
way or what the conditions would
e to let 1t go away.
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And 3
thing that strug
the closed zones
an MSE, there is
of fishing. Mag
closed zone. Mg
just enough to h
are right. We
don"t know i1f tl
closed zones. A
the -- 1t"s very,
that are there
seems to me t
written In that

it feels more sd

MR. [

I would say thg

those types of 1

In mind going 1

closed areas, it

to think about s

COoy
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N
A

|

(

_1

f

(

_1

=

DURKEE :
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s we"re looking at MSE, the other
k me is maybe we need an Fiin In
. You know? When we implement
always an Fiin of monitoring level
ybe we don"t drop to zero iIn a
ybe we drop to ten trips a year,
ave some i1dea because these guys
djon"t know what"s iIn there. We
e species still exists iIn these
nd If It Is written in right from
difficult to go back on the ones
now, but as you go forward, it
1at there should be something
lets us accurately monitor it so
ientific and less touchy feely.
No, and point is taken.
pugh that for this discussion,
jeas are important for us to keep
to the future, but for existing
might not be helpful right now
unsetting or anything like that.
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Because we"re Tt
closed areas to [
they"re still efj
future, that Kking

MR. B

DR. H
and | agree wit
sort of focus orn
back to what wag
add my voice thaft
options, probably
thrown out and [
think anything
program has alre
this situation

So throw those t

hl

And §
NOAA fTishery ing
and those boats
fisheries, what

nice way of sayiy
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'ying to get data out of these
jo impact analyses to find out iIf
Fective or not. But going to the
1 of stuff Is Important for sure.
ROOKS: Bob.
JETER: 1 was in that first group
n what was said there. We did
funding, but 1 think to pull it
5 asked of us, | just wanted to
[ I think you can throw out three
y three options. Option one gets
probably option two with it. |1
that"s associated with the EFP
ady shown its failure to handle
olitically and management wise.
vo out.

ilso throw out option six, the
cpendent option is too expensive
just can®"t simulate what the
the fTisherman does which is a
1g that they can®"t catch fish, so
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don"t make them

And the other thing 1

whatever 1iIs dc
obligatory that
coverage and 100
all the operatio
does them, and n

MR. B
here, Scott anc

There were two

talking and 1 j

chance to weigh
Anywg
other groups, sdg

DR.

clarification?
MR.

clarification.

DR. K

observers,

pelagic observel

COoy
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we d

I

)

\

(

N

=
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go out there.

would add to
ne 1s to make 1t absolutely
we have 100 percent observer
percent electronic monitoring of

1s of all these projects, whoever

D matter where they"re done.

ROOKS: 1 know 1"ve got two cards
Marty, but 1 want to check.
other groups that 1 think were

ust want to give the groups a
in.

v, I just want to hear from the

let"s —-

ERSTETTER: Can 1 make a quick
BROOKS: You may do a quick
ERSTETTER: When we talked about

idn"t necessarily mean Tfederal

program observers. They could
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be graduate stuc
observed by son
company.
MR. B
observation. Ok
Scott
MR. T

minutes, | was §

I i

there and 1 thir

MR.

3
to you right awag
guys were a grg
something else.

MR. T
It was actually
because even thoy
not represented,
the substantial
dealing with thg

So 1

I actually have
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lents, but every set had to be

ebody not from the vessel or

ROOKS: Some sort of independent

Ay -
, and then 1°11 go over to Mike.
AYLOR: So I don"t know in ten
inging kumbaya with Andrew over
k everything will be fine.

ROOKS:

That®"s why 1 didn"t go

y because 1 couldn®t tell if you
pup or whether it was more of

AYLOR: Thank you, Andrew, but
very substantive and telling

Igh there®s other groups that are
I think he"s representative of

mindset that we had in terms of
project.

want to be kind of succinct and
a solution for something that
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Rick mentioned I
that Andrew aif
quantification.
EFP process.

So 1
longer an optig
because 1 don"t
EFP could be -+
concerns that |
constituency, bu
have a hard time
after what happé

going to be a grg

343

ecause there was also something
d myself talked about about
And i1t was a big problem in the
agree with Bob that one is no
n. Two 1Is a tough putt not
think that a properly-structured

could accommodate some of the
\ndrew has raised through his
t because 1 think we"re going to
finding a scientific participant
I think there®s

ned with Dave.

rat deal of difficulty in finding

somebody iIndependently that could be put in the

position where t
compromised. Ay
not practical ar
be accurately reyj
activity in that

Again

I think that we

COUR
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heir career could be essentially
i d then six is clearly probably
0] not doable because i1t wouldn®™t
yresentative of a real commercial
area.

, I want to take the opportunity.
both sort of tentatively agreed
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that this has gg

that we need NOA

344

t to be at least NOAA driven and

A behind 1t from the standpoint

of credibility and that like a lot of these other

H

the

programs, )
definitely defin
concern that
actually through
I think 1t was A

the design. Amg

there were no r¢g
We went throug

statement using

that was the best available science,

really didn"t sg
mortalities what

So th
sort of the samg
a different way
iIs 1T we look at
scientifig

upon

constructed now

COUR
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ne thing that really was not
ed in there that 1 think was a
as originally raised to nme,
the Southeast Fisheries Council,
nna that was talking to me about
bNg some other concerns is that
al quantifications within this.
environmental

yh this impact

J hook data in the closed areas
but we
\y 1f there was 50,000 sailfish
we"re going to do.
at | think -- and 1 think that"s
point that you were raising in
that what really should be done
what the current landings based
Tleet 1is

data i1s as the

and use that as a baseline with
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some sort of a b

basically saying

345

uffer. And you know, what we®"re

as a fTleet i1s that we believe

that we can get gthe job done and mitigate bycatch

and that we"re
And so build ir
people can go 1
say these are thg
data that"s In t
particular problj
able to deal wit
Clear
that I can tell )
to participate,
a funded project
boats. We feel
right now thrg
through a vetteg
electronic monityg
approved in the ||

to monitor 100 pH

there that we cd

COUR
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not going to have iInteractions.

a level that Andrew and other
b thelr constituencies with and
» safeguards. We need to get the

here, but i1f, in fact, there"s a
em, this iIs how we"re going to be
h that particular issue.

ly, and I"m going to finish up,
rou the industry is still willing
okay? This does not have to be
through NOAA for the cost of the
there i1s adequate resource there
ugh the observer program and
observer option, along with the
pring that was already previously
ast EFP 1n which they were going
ercent of that data coming out of
n develop with the scientists a
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program in which
I think that tha
has to have NOA
independent stan

MR. C
Scott and Bob oj
be a white boa
potential for ¢
research platfor
that changes youl
was rather than |
It was a contrag
survey, sort of
that Northeast (

MR. T
I don"t think yg@
to get the numbsg
in there. 1 th

information and

was raised by --

you know, whethg
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the data would be credible. And
t*s the particular issue, but It

A"s stamp on It rather than an

D .
URTIS: Clarifying question for
1 option six. Option six would
t, NOAA white boat, but also
pntracting vessels, cooperative
m. 1 just wanted to ask you if
- recommendation option six if it
ike a NOAA white boat survey, if
t, with fishing vessels to do a
like the bottom longline survey
enter does.
AYLOR: I think 1t"s too slow.
u“re going to have enough money
r of sets that you need that are
ink that when we can verify the
It"s an interesting point that
and I*m not sure who 1t was but,
r or not you come up with this
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perfect scientif
where and what 3

I gue
on you as what a

what we"re trying

that we can migtigate bycatch,

lower marlin ay
marlin interacti
turtles and some
problem before,
Iinto the progra
the boats that
the fishery with

It dog
iIT you force -4
Karyl -- and we
because you all
wanted to do the
you"re going to
not going to rely

the fishery to dg
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ic design of how many sets and
nd when in a particular area.
ss 1 would put that question back
re you trying to accomplish? IT
) to accomplish is to demonstrate
avoid bluefins,
id sailfish, marlin and white
pns and not have impact with the
of the other things that were a
why would you not want to build
n the discretionary judgment of
are In there that are executing
proper safeguards.
esn®t have to be designed because
it"s like if you went out and
did a sandbar survey iIn a place
decided that this is where you
sandbar survey, it doesn"t mean
catch any sandbars. |If you"re
on the people that are executing
ptermine where and when that they
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need to go iInto
the bycatch, whg

MR.

Jjust because we
and 1 want to be

MR.
Obviously, this
extremely
have spent a lot
through.

MR. H
share additiona
certainly feel
repeat the othe
Marty®s got and

MR.

invested

348

those areas iIn order to mitigate
it are you really accomplishing?
in here

BROOKS: I want to jump

1re coming up on public comment
respectful of that.

TAYLOR: Yes, I"m sorry.
IS a subject that you know I1™m
in and passionate with and
of time, not ten minutes thinking
BROOKS: I want to invite Mike to
| thoughts that came out and
free to hit new stuff and not
yr stuff and then we"ll see what
1T Bob had something else.
PIERDINOCK: =11

Okay, try to

make i1t short ang sweet and hope that there®s not

tomatoes thrown
were part of thg
bit different t

the table.

COoy
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at me and the people here that
5 group because ours i1s a little

han what has been stated around
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We really focused on what mechanism

you would need [to do the research necessary to

open the areas

L)

approach to be tg
single species,
was really asids

So wh
that? We looked
have a hybrid
examples of EFPs
been successful,
to make sure th§
we want to make
coming Tfrom NGC
position to shut

What
others, we could
that, but 1T I R
has to make sure
in that all par

recreational,

COUR
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back up and what would be the
\lken, whether i1t"s multi-species,

the gear types and so on. That

at would be the mechanism to do
at option one and option two and
of such. There®"s been other
, maybe not HMS related that have
but we want the EFP and we want
t 1t°s a simplified process and
sure that the research i1s not
S . It may be advancing their
it down or open It up or so on.
happened with David and the
talk for many, many days about
ave to just say from afar, this
there i1s no lack of transparency
ties are brought to the table,
commercial.

charter, NGOs,
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Everybody 1i1s L
positions are d
that works for
sometimes be difj
kind of process
to then do the
mechanism to ope
Last
promote monies C
then could resul
that doesn®t war
a preserve is 1
that wants to oj
and doesn"t cars
see that mechan
same as It Is nd
MR. [
We"re not trying
We"re examining
shifted closed

areas. It coul

COoy
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rought to the table. Their
scussed to come up with an EFP
all. And 1 know that can
Ficult, but we would promote that
and then come up with a program
research to hopefully provide a
n 1t back up.

thing, we would not want again to
oming from NGOs or elsewhere that
t in one concluding that that NGO
t you Fishing and wants i1t to be
unding the project, or the one
nen 1t up exclusively to fTishing
about that, we wouldn®"t want to
sm. We"d want It to remain the
v. Thanks.

DURKEE: 1 just want to clarify.
to open up closed areas though.

the effectiveness. It could be

1J

Areas. It could be open closed

d be expanded closed areas. It
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kind of depends
original goals T
means 1s this Ju
necessarily.

MR. H
We just provide
science to do wh

MR. B
Steve.

MR. 3
here,
the best way to
use the existing
the areas 1T the
be opened and mg
woulld be opening
the best way to (
fleet to do the
be agency driver

For |

351

on what we see and what the
br the closed area are, but by no
st a way to open up closed areas
»IERDINOCK: Right, understood.
the mechanism to provide the
at"s needed.
ROOKS:

Marty, and then over to

CANLON: Looking at the options

iIT you want to compare apples to apples,

compare apples to apples is to

fleet and how they would once
areas were deemed to be able to
intained to be opened there you
it up to the existing fleet. So
lo Is give access to the existing
research. Definitely one would
all the way, you know.

e looking at 1i1t, you know, a

combination of fghree and seven would work, you

COUR
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know.
industry don"t ¢
let anybody and
they haven®t pn
that they can psg
presented to the
coming in there.
whole thing up,
industry would w
of performance nj

area for the res

One H

IS very, very

1J

agency has alreg

first two years

percent observey

gear restricted
needed. So the
ability to fund

they deem necess{
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Performance based.
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We certainly as an
ncourage you just open it up and
everybody just go iIn there if
pven that their performance --
rform well with certain criteria
m. We certainly don®"t want them
One single vessel can screw the
so we definitely wanted -- the
ant to be protected by some sort

echanism to allow access to the

earch to begin with.

undred percent observer coverage
expensive and even though the
idy exhibited like an A7 in the
of A7, they®ve expanded to 100
coverage in the bluefin tuna
area to gather the data they
gauges they had demonstrated the
100 percent observer coverage if
ary, but with the amount of areas
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that you®re 1lo
possible researc
you know, blue \
concerned there
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)king to look at and open to
n that might not be possible. So
ater, you know, as far as we“re
also when you look at i1t there,
the mako shark data, utilization
understand, we would definitely
access iIn them to offset the
erver program. And the way this

would almost be like a
the A7 process here and this is
pperating under the A7 process
0 do 1t any other way to make
re not going to fish in that area
)rocess, Yyou know, we"re just
S .

;. what we Tish under right now
ctions and everything else. If
of that process is going to help
rch that we need to potentially
believe

hose areas, you know I

be seriously considering that
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t it would definitely have to be
cy driven there, EFP or outside

don®"t need any outside influence

sh 1n these areas right now where
ider the government. |If they see

appen, we“re in this room there
) ways to minimize those takes or
fhat we have to work on. So |
ea up to the fishermen that know
the best of the fishermen
red out and protect the fishermen
rested interest in this fishery,
n people that don"t have the same
sibility that a lot of us have.

BREWSTER-GE1SZ: Thanks, Marty.
, pelagic longline fishermen are
Just to

Amendment 7 rules.

not the only closed areas we

SCANLON: The gear-restricted
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1 bluefins and you know under the
2a IS accessible by a performance
not 100 percent happy with the

Ic and we"re working on trying to

ove on that performance metric
ing Imposed on us and that"s
e have to continue to look at

areas here, to get access to
pu*d have to have some sort of a
ic guideline. We just can"t let
there that"s demonstrated an
, you know, to screw the whole

ROOKS: Okay, I want to jump in

re about five minutes into public
ant to be mindful of that. How
lere want to make public comment.
see a third? Okay, I1"ve got two
IS going to nominate a third.

> carry this conversation for
iIs that all

right? Does
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to make public comment need to

let"s give this fTive

| then | want to bring i1t to a

public comment.

Yes, we talked a lot about
ns. Option six was probably the
. We considered EFPs quite
area i1s closed for a reason and
d be a way -- 1 mean a fisherman
ire out how to avoid or solve a
ssible. So EFPs that are
at use all these -- a combination
puld probably be the best way to
g out what®"s going on In an area
could be changed to open up or
ra IS being closed. Also, making
bservers. You“re collecting the
ou“ve got cameras on the boats,
use of that information that you
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ROOKS: Thanks. Alan.

EISS: Thank you. 1"m the first
from our little group that"s
h 1 don"t really want to speak

oup. We had some dispersion of

p concern over funding.

I would say is that first of all,
option that"s going to fit all
circumstances. One example 1is
ump area where it"s only closed
' the vyear. So to allocate
ver those three months for the
y that would be brought forth by
, would probably not be --
too much of a stretch for the
And that"s

ce. hopefully,

ould be done. For other areas,

circumstances are different,

of year and different time
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ther thing is as far as the cost,
1 what you"re trying to -- what
ng to elicit. |If you"re trying
survey like a trawl survey or
pbviously fishermen are going to
1sated because you"re going to be
blaces not of their own choosing
I going to be catching what would
yiable for them and you know, you
m to do that.

u are trying to ask the question
what would Tfishermen

ere  open,

them in there, then you®"re not

O certain stations spatially
know, grid points or whatever.
ing them go iIn there and be a
want to collect all the data on
nd what you catch, but It"s a
on and it"s a different way you

C.

T you"re sending the fishermen in
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you go and do what you would do
pu don"t have to charter the boat
ermen will be able to prosecute
IVvity and generate a catch and

1is costs and hopefully a profit.

ROOKS: Thank you. Bob, you get
re.

UETER: Oh, boy. Just a quick
, a Tear expressed about NGO

ation In this and 1 just want to
st, we hear this fear expressed

t 1T our research i1s funded by a

private source o by a certain NGO that 1t"s going

to drive the oujftcome.

It very clear tg
case. IT yd
scientist, you
dollar i1s a doll
dollar. We donf
we will do good

ways to build ty
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U"re an ethical professional
don®"t accept any strings. A
ar to us. We"re glad to have a

t care where i1t comes from. And

science with i1t. And thereTs

ansparency and peer review into
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So let"s please not reject the
GO participation in the funding

BROOKS: Yes, 1711 certainly
In the work 1 do there®s always
here the funding iIs coming from.
of ways that are credible and
ring in funding from a range of
t in a way where i1t"s credible
ight, so thank you all for that.
themes that sort of pop for me
debriefs and

o the various

one, pretty clear, i1t needs to
. That seemed to come through

. kind of no matter who was

nk a second was draw on industry,
1ing vessels out there who know
ng Is going to get you the data
relevant.
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ther that is like we heard from
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purse seine quoga to be allocated or whether |

think for folks |
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1 €th
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number of
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what 1 heard that talk to that

has observers, who are the

are they selected, are they

does the funding come from? How

at the funding 1isn"t driving

east addressing that fear. And

> general assurances, you know,

p forward? How can groups that

be concerned about where this
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o have confidence of where this
so 1 think there®s a bunch of
there.
was not a lot of support from
option six, | don*t think. 1
ard anyone say that that seemed
ny to go. And then there were
5 that were more about Tfuture
need to articulate rationales,
think about

visions, you never

closure, but you“ve got some

in there, so you“re

So that®"s at least what jumped

IS your card back up or just not

up here any final comments,

ything? Jeff.

that card blends into vyour

ver see it. My apologies.

just wanted to make a

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

brief comment.
I pick up a ng
about environmej
and 1
these research (g
because a lot h
been fishing 42 )
even similar to
Secor
need to beat a
taking an obser
got nothing to h
for three sets.
So why can®t the
projects rather
first quarter on
every Tisherman
much of the samg
think you could

use In those ars

MR. B

COoy

(202) 234-4433

363

I mean i1t seems like every time

pwspaper, something 1™m reading

1tal changes affecting TfTisheries

can*t thipk of a greater reason to have

rojects in these essential areas

as changed since -- 1 mean 1 ve
years and what 1 do now is nothing
vhat | used to do.

idly, I mean how many times do we
dead horse. 1 jJust got through
ver the trip before last. 1[I ve
ide. 1 was required to carry him
I made six. Nothing to hide.
se observers be utilized in these
than redundant, you know, every
second quarter we have to take,
in my area carries them. How
data do we need continually? |
utilize those iIn a much better
As. Thanks.

And Scott

ROOKS: Thanks, Jeff.
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g to have the last word.

, Dave, do you want the last word
he last word before Scott®"s last
ERSTETTER: 1°d like the next to

As a minor clarification, | made

the comment about how NOAA needs to strongly

support this. |
time/area closur
finally, get thaft
to use that ex|
better expand th
But
numerous people
strongly support
that through a 1
there were decis§
always come out
SO my
about NOAA being

to be very clear
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ow what happened with the prior
> project 1"m happy to put to bed
I accomplished and done with, and
perience to grow and hopefully

IS process.

I wanted to clarify in that
within the agency did, in fact,
us for that project and 1 know

pt of sidebar conversations that
1ons made otherwise that didn"t
in public.

point simply when 1 made that
in front of 1t, was that i1t needs
that this is a NOAA-sanctioned
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ability when theg
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at i1ndividuals from the agency
ine. Thank you.
BROOKS: I think that was
thank you for reiterating that.

AYLOR: Yes, and I just want to

too. The EFP is long gone and
2re were some substantial lessons
from that. And 1 think in
though Dave and myself tried to
guess we didn"t do a good enough
1\icating with the people that
the strongest part of the
2 process and so there was a lot
pm that.
want to end with Jeff"s comment
e have got reams and reams and
ongoing data now from the POP
n the EM in the areas that are
that NOAA has demonstrated an

'y want to put observers into a
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/jhether 1t"s a gear-restricted
t*s been observers in the Gulf
whether it"s

Hatteras Research Area that they
sources available to do that.
ich more time do we need spending
in the existing areas where
be pretty confident with the
it"s time
fhat to be able to get that data.
ant and we need your support to
ROOKS:

Thanks, Scott. 1 really

blic comment. One sentence, and

UETER: Not a Rusty sentence.
ROOKS: I didn*t say that.
AUETER: We have 21st century
*s not let 20th century, fears,

dices hold us back.

ROOKS: 1°"m going to assume there
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opportunity to cf
Pew Charitable T
our support for
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in that. Thank you.

right, let"s get to public
you, all. That was, 1 think

really helpful conversation.
see. Public comment. Yes,

woulld just come up to a mic and
rganization.
JAGGARD: Thanks

for the

ymment. Cameron Jaggard with the
rust. | want to just reiterate
the comments made by AP members,
1 Rick Weber on the draft pelagic
tuna weak hook, and area based
atory amendment, particularly as
he Gult of Mexico.
ment 7 really stands as a major
achieved through a broad and
ration between your division, HMS
bnal agency brain power including
dvisory panel and the public.
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g that years-long process to
t 7 over 370,000 comments were
agency i1n support of protecting
d Western Atlantic bluefin tuna
1S primary spawning grounds with
gear restricted areas.

nters included 19 members of
ds of fTishing and conservation
I through the Atlantic and Gulf
All

cientists. these folks took

at public hearings, submit
rs, postcards and they even hand

D00 photo mosaic of schooling

Sam Rauch.
the last four spawning seasons,
ICO gear restricted areas have

s as an essential and highly-

for reducing unwanted bluefin
interactions. Average annual
jons in the Gulf during the April
months were 82 percent lower in
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I war
Is a key point
observer program

of bluefin caug

Gulf of Mexico are dead at haulback.
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in 2006 through 2012 before
place.

t to point out that interactions
since NMFS tagging studies and
data found that more than half
in the

nt on pelagic longlines

So we stand

by the Gulf gedar restricted areas and support

alternative C1,
1 al
alternative D2,
requirement in t
the Gulf, we do
alternatives Td
longline closed
scientifically

continued need T

Thanks for your
MR.
Glenn.
MR.

no action.

SO reiterate our support for
a January to June weak hook
he Gult of Mexico and outside of

not support any of the preferred

r the Northeast U.S. pelagic
area. Rather, we support a
rigorous evaluation of the

or the Northeastern closed area.

time.
BROOKS: Thanks very much.
DELANEY : Thank you. Glenn
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re on behalf of the Blue Water

nciation. I"m a consultant to

hington, D.C.

I apologize for having to read my

comment,
opportunity to

for the agency®g
so | don"t want
I*m going to 9
Tisheries, it"s
do forget thingg

This

but 1tfs not always that I

take the
@xXpress my sincere appreciation
actions which i1s well deserved,
to miss any of the nice things
Ay . Plus, after 40 years of
pretty much fried my brain and 1

iIs the first time the agency has

stopped giving just lip service to revitalizing

U.S. pelagic lot
been promising
effects of the
being felt In th
The
meaningful proj

represents a

perspective of 1
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ngline fTishery, something it has
to do since shortly after the
massive primary closures were

e early 2000s.

agency is now putting serious,
josals on the table. This
welcome sea change 1i1n the

fhis administration and the many
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ing in the agency at the highest

ship and within the HMS Division

fiirst thing 1 am thankful for 1is

what | believe the agency clearly recognizes as

a result of tf
Amendment 7 1BQ

substantially s

achieved his olb]

bluefin i1n tf
particularly de
said this morni
the other way.

become de minim
percent of the

quota allocated

1is three-year review that the
program may have overshot perhaps
0. While the program may have
jective to reduce the catch of
le pelagic

longline fishery,

1J

Ad discards, as | believe Brad
ng, the pendulum may have swung
n fact, while dead discards have
s, we are now leaving about 50
sustainable U.S. ICCAT bluefin

to the pelagic longline fishery

quote category iIh the water just wasted.

And |
Weiss mentioned
maybe yesterday,

regulatory refol
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ust to diverge briefly, as Alan

| 1 think 1t was earlier today,

and as further explained iIn the

m document we prepared, bluefin
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, In fact, fit the definition of

the Magnuson Act and thus are

pnal Standard 9 requirements to

and bycatch mortality to the
Dead discards 1i1n our
yjulatory discards which is a term
that

under Magnuson

catch. But bluefin landings 1in
yline fishery do not meet this
They are not

pnal Standard 9 requirements to

50 while as Brad implied, the

an i1nformal policy based on a

the distant past when we somehow

ntal category. The Amendment 7

imit bluefin landings in the

fishery 1s just not consistent
It s not clear why bluefin
pelagic longline fleet continue

zed as bycatch. [1BQ stands for
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As al
document, there
program has S

longline Tishern
percent of the T
IS now Inactive.
likely contribut
to efficiently
species across tf

1

D

case with the

A

North Atlantic $
rebuilt and not
lroni

the U.S. pelagic
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in quota, not individual bycatch

a fundamental issue that needs

so recognized in the A7 review

IS no question that the 1BQ
ubstantially modified pelagic
2n"s behavior, so much so that 37
leet at the start of the program

Such behavior modification also
ed to the i1nability of the fleet
and effectively catch target
e board. This i1s especially the
ustainable U.S. ICCAT quota of
wordfish, a stock that is fully
subject to over fTishing.
cally, and sadly for us, it was

longline industry that partnered

with the agency o lead the successful initiative

for ICCAT to
measures iIn the

Our n
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adopt a series of rebuilding

1990s. 1 know. 1 was there.

cward for that i1s that we now can
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protect juvenile;
circle hooks dodg
swordfish catch|
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ICCAT
2r nations have fully enjoyed the

ICCAT and domestic unilateral
rifices including closed areas to
5 1n the requirement to use large

umented by the agency to reduce

greatly appreciate both this

review and what
commitment by th
modifications of
stated objectivy

objective of 1i

I believe 1s the recognition and
2 agency to make the appropriate
[ this program to achieve 1its
the

> number four, to balance

miting bluefin catch with the

objective of optiimizing fishing opportunities and

maintaining pr(
presentation on
the agency arjg
seriously and fg

The

second and last

want to overdo

COUR
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Titability. Clearly, Brad's

mendment 13 confirms that he and

taking this objective very

that 1 am very thankful.

econd thing 1 am thankful for,

hing 1*m thankful for -- | don"t

t. | don*t like you guys that
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much .

MR. BROOKS: And you don®t have that
much to be thankful for.

(Laughter.)

MR. DELANEY: Many other things. The
agency has finallly recognized that simply drawing
boxes 1In the ocean where no fishing can occur is
simply, and thgn simply walking away leaving

behind essentiallly a black hole, is not a sound

or responsible flishery management strategy.

First|, highly migratory species are by

definition dynamic and are 1iIn general not
particularly susceptible to area-based
management.
Second, oceanographic conditions to
which the pelagic ecosystem is closely tied, are
also highly dynapic. Based on the changes we see
on the water every day, there is certainly no
reason to believye that the conditions within the
time/area closunes are the same today as they
were 20 years agp.
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Final
has also been d
controls, as ||
monitoring have
mentioned, Tisf
tremendously to
strategies to
Altogether, the
blunt 1nstrumer
closures and ot
redundant.

The

realities 1Is S(
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ly, Tfishery management itself

ynamic, far more precise output

vell as iIntensive electronic

been adopted. And as Marty

ing technology has advanced

enable far more precise fTishing
avoid

non-target  species.

se advancements have rendered
ts such as massive time/area
her input controls obsolete or
of these

agency"s recognition

p well stated in 1i1ts spatial

fisheries management issues and options paper and

the need to do s(g
also deeply apph

for the agency

1D}

proposals on the
the research ned
time/area closur

day objectives tf
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)Imething meaningful about them is

reciated. This 1s also a first

to fTinally put some serious

table for how best to conduct

essary to evaluate whether these

2s are needed to achieve present-

1at reflect the current realities
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And |
the agency is
not necessary ar
evaluate whether
objectives for
established. /
progress on maj
consider new ob|
strategies incly
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Division for |1
inputs and 1 cor
extraordinary an
the regulation (g
and perhaps achig
of what i1s by ¥

longline Tleet ¢

We 1Ig
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pry species, climate change, and

pgress  In fishery management
echnologies.

just want to stress that when
bnsidering these options, it 1is
d may not even be appropriate to
closed areas are achieving the
which they were originally
\fter 20 years of change and
y levels, 1t"s reasonable to
jectives fTor fTishery management
ding area management.
ain, | thank everyone at the HMS
istening to our well-intended
gratulate you all on what iIs an
d comprehensive effort to reform
f the pelagic longline Tfishery
bve some degree of revitalization
ar the most sustainable pelagic
berating in the world.
bk forward to working with you on
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MR.

else iIn the aug
comment at this
seeing anybody.
Just
Rick®"s behalf
completed the
objectives, pled
where are you?
which is 31 ming

very helpful.

And |;
at 8:30. It"s
Just 8:30 to 11

late check-i1n sd

378

tiatives. Thank you very much.

ROOKS: Thanks, Glenn. Anyone

ience care to make any public
point? No. |1 don"t think I"m

before we adjourn, a reminder on

vhich 1s 1f you haven "t vyet
survey on HMS management
se do so by 6 o"clock -- Rick,

s that right? Yes, by 6 o"clock

Ites from now. So that will be

astly, we will reconvene tomorrow
A short time together tomorrow.
30, so if you can arrange for

we don®"t lose people for a long

time at the break that would be good or just come

down with your |
8:30 sharp with
We"ve heard abou

hear about 1t md

COUR
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uggage and we"ll be starting at
the update on offshore winds.
t that a bit already, and we-"ll
re tomorrow.
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eupon, the above-entitled matter

prd at 5:31 p.m.)
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