24 August 2000

Mr. David Cormany

National Marine Fisheries Service
222 W.7™ Ave. #43

Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7577

Dear Dave

Please find enclosed the Humane Observer Report for the 2000
northern fur seal subsistence harvest on St. Paul Island, Alaska.

The 2000 Northern fur seal harvest was humanely carried out
this year except for the cases of hyperthermia. The harvest
started on 5 July and ended on 8 August 2000, but there were only
14 harvest days. A total of 753 subadult males and one female
were killed this year. There were four cases of hyperthermia
this year. I believe hyperthermic cases could be prevented if
methods as suggested in the main report are followed. Animals
were gathered, handled, and killed in a humane fashion at all
harvest. There was a problem with wastage again this year. There
were at least four totes of frozen seal meat found stored in the
Trident freezer adjacent to crab bait this summer and at least 8
carcasses, 7 hearts and numerous pieces of liver discarded at the
blubber dump, with only the front flippers missing.

As like last year pelts were not found this season that had
been contaminated with oil. In 1994:23 animals were found, in
1995:3 animals were found, in 1996:4 animals were found and in
1997:1 and 1998-2000:none.

I hope all of the work with the co-management organization
is working out. Please keep me informed. Have a great day.

Terry R. Spraker, DVM, PhD, DACVP
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