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SUBJECT: 2017 Annual Report for the Alaska Groundfish Fisheries Chinook 
Salmon Incidental Catch and Endangered Species Act Consultation 

We are providing to you the annual report on salmon incidental catch in the Alaska groundfish 
fisheries, including current information on salmon bycatch reduction measures and sources for 
the genetic composition of salmon caught in these fisheries. This report updates previous annual 
reports on salmon incidental catch and includes-

• 2017 data on salmon incidental catch in groundfish fisheries; 
• an update of NMFS's efforts to reduce the incidental catch of salmon in 

groundfish fisheries; and 
• Web locations for the NMFS Alaska Fisheries Science Center's reports on stock 

of origin information from incidental catch of salmon in 2016 groundfish 
fisheries. 

North Pacific Observer Program bycatch sampling data from 2017 and coded wire tag (CWT) 
data for 2017 will be forthcoming in the fall of 2018, after CWT numbers are merged with data 
on stock of origin, hatchery, and location of origin. 

This report fulfills one of the terms and conditions of the December 2, 2009, and the January 11, 
2007 (NMFS 2009a and NMFS 2007), supplements to the November 30, 2000, biological 
opinion (Bi Op) regarding authorization of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (BSAI) and Gulf 
of Alaska (GOA) groundfish fisheries (NMFS 2000). The most recent BiOp that addresses 
incidental catch of Chinook salmon in the GOA groundfish fisheries is the supplemental BiOp 
issued on January 9, 2012. This BiOp concluded that the GOA groundfish fisheries are not likely 
to jeopardize the continued existence of listed salmon evolutionarily significant units (ESUs) 
(NMFS 2012). 

ALASKA REGION - http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov 
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