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March 8,2019

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
Attention: Hannah Hafey
1315 East-West Highway, Room 14636
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Dear Administrator:
Thank you for NOAA’s letter regarding the upcoming At-Large vacancies for Hawai’i and
American Samoa seats on the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council
(Council). I am nominating the following individuals in order of priority:
Hawaii At-Large
Shaelene Kamakaala
Solomon Kaho’ohalahala
Matthew Ramsey
Kawika Winter

American Samoa At-Large
Shaelene Kamakaala
Solomon Kaho’ohalahala
Matthew Ramsey
Kawika Winter

All the nominees have expressed a desire to serve on the Council. All nominees have
knowledge of or experience in the conservation and management of marine resources,
commercial or recreational harvest of fishery resources, or habitat and ecosystem approaches
to resource management. My list reflects qualified women and minority candidates.
The required documents for each nominee are enclosed. If further information is needed,
please contact Ms. Sharon Ibarra, Director of Boards and Commissions, Office of the
Governor (808-586-0295), or Ms. Suzanne Case, Chairperson of the Department of Land
and Natural Resources (808-587-0401).
Sincerely,

DAVID Y. IGE
Governor, State of Hawai’i

State of Hawaii’s Nominations to the WesPac Council
(In alphabetic order, by last name)
Solomon Kahoohalahala is a lifelong traditional subsistence fisher and gatherer. He is a native Hawaiian
descendant from the island of Lanai. Currently Mr. Kahoohalahala serves as the Papahanaumokuakea
Marine National Monument Native Hawaiian Elder on the Reserve Advisory Council, he chairs the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, and he was recently
appointed Community Group Member of the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument. He
has also held elected seats on the Maui County Council and the State House Representatives. Mr.
Kahoohalahala strives to be a good steward for the islands and its surrounding waters. He believes that
our success depends on seeking knowledge from our past, and that this will help us define our roles and
responsibility in maintaining our balance for a sustained existence.
Shaelene Kamakaala is a young Hawaiian female with lifelong recreational and subsistence fishing
experience. She has also participated in Hawaii’s commercial fishery for six years. Ms. Kamakaala
graduated from the University of Hawaii’s William 5. Richardson School of Law with a Juris Doctor
Degree, specializing in Environmental Law and Native Hawaiian Rights. She is currently a Law Clerk at
the Hawaii State Judiciary, Third Circuit Court of the Third Circuit. Prior to being a Law Clerk, she was
the Community Based Fisheries Planner at the State of Hawaii’s Division of Aquatic Resources. Ms.
Kamakaala is dedicated to the stewardship of Hawaii, our Nation’s, and the World’s ocean fisheries and
habitats. Her guiding philosophy on the management of marine resources is facilitating solutions that
integrate western science, traditional culture, and local community values.
Matthew Ramsey is a lifelong recreational fisherman. He currently serves as Director for Conservation
International’s Hawaii program. Prior to his current appointment, he served as the Hawaii fisheries
extension agent for NOAA, NMFS. Throughout the past years he has worked closely with Council staff
and appreciates the challenges the Council faces in creating fisheries management measures. He
believes that a connection between the resources and people needs to be established to bring positive
change to natural resource management. Mr. Ramsey sees both science and traditional knowledge
being equally fundamental to management decision making. He recognizes opposing views often
develop when fisheries management measures are considered, but believes that mutually beneficial
results can be attained when both sides truly listen to each other.
Kawika Winter does not consider himself to be a commercial or recreation fisher, but instead a
subsistence fisher. He received his Ph. D. from the University of Hawaii’s Botany Department, where his
emphasis was Theoretical Ethnobotany. After serving more than a decade as the Director at Limahuli
Garden and Preserve on the island of Kauai, he is now the Reserve Manager at the Heeia National
Estuarine Research Reserve on Oahu. Additionally, he is a community contributor and has served on
numerous community advisory committees. Dr. Winter believes that the decline of Hawaii’s fisheries is
not in and of itself an anthropogenic problem. He sees managing actions and behaviors is a more
important thing to focus on. He has made the realization that by looking towards indigenous
management practices, we can maintain an abundant fishery for this and future generations.

