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De~r Ms. Malhews: 

11,an k you fQr your Icuer to Dr. William Hog"rt h. Assistant AdmillistrJtor for Fisheries. 
tmnsm;Uing a rec<>mm~ndation from the Alaska Scielllific Review Group regJrding stock 
SlnlClUre ofhuroor se~ls in Alaska. Your kner was forwarded to my offiec for reS[l(JIl"e !>;,causc 
the Offic~ of Protected Resources is the office \'ithin NOAA's National 1I.li1rin~ h<;h~ n ~s 

Serviec (NMFS) responsible for im plementation of the Marine Mammal rrot~tlion AcL 

NMFS is aware of the scientific evidcncc sllpportin~ new slock id~nt ;tiu, ofhilrbm s~als; n 

Alaska and of the petr review the rd~t cd documentat ion has recei\eJ. We share your opin ion 
thm harbor seals fcl1win imponant !X!SOUtcCS for Alaska Natives . AtConling!},. N1I.1FS is working 
with the Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission 10 re-align harbor ~eal stock structure Ihrough 
the co-management process. 

For a number of r~ 'LW"~. p rogr~~s within Ihe I!a rbor Seal Co-management Committ ~e was 
delaYI'd in 200(, ilnd 2007. My office expects that Ihe rcmnining concerns can be rcso l\ ~d in FY 
2008. and harbor seal stock identity emt be updated soon thrrcnftcr. 

I apprecime your inttrcst and review of Information rdated 10 harbor seals and other marine 
mnmmals in Alaska and look forward to your contlnu~d suppon in the conservation of om li\'in~ 
manne re_~ ') urce s _ 
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