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Timelines for Ongoing Atlantic HMS Actions



Outline
 Background
 Purpose and Need
 Objectives
 Alternatives (Preferred in italics)
 Next Steps – Public Hearing Schedule
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❖ Targets swordfish, BAYS tunas, dolphin
❖Recent decreases in effort and landings

❖Requests to evaluate PLL bycatch management
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Year Total Pelagic 
Longline Revenue

Effort 
(# of hooks)

2012 $47,456,242 7,937,918

2013 $42,572,477 7,549,887

2014 $34,523,359 6,984,239

2015 $27,042,956 5,893,799

2016 $25,322,560 5,278,750

2017 $27,053,154 5,327,587

Background: Pelagic Longline Fishery



Background: Pelagic Longline Fishery
❖New management structure under Amendment 7 

➢ Individual Bluefin Quota (IBQ) Program
➢Gear Restricted Areas (GRA)
➢Electronic Monitoring
➢VMS Catch Reporting

❖ IBQ Program Draft Three-Year Review→ 
Reductions in bluefin landings and dead discards

❖ Shift in bycatch management from fleet-wide 
measures towards individual accountability
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❖ Pelagic longline fleet-wide management 
measures intended to reduce bluefin tuna 
discards or interactions:

 Individual Bluefin Quota (IBQ) Program
 Closed Areas
 Gear Restricted Areas 
 Gear Restricted Areas with Performance-

Based Access
 Weak Hooks

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 6

Background: Pelagic Longline Fishery



Purpose and Need
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❖ Purpose

Evaluate whether some current pelagic longline area-based and 
gear management measures remain necessary to reduce/maintain 
low numbers of bluefin discards and interactions.

❖ Need
➢ IBQ Program met A7 bluefin landing and dead discard goals 

(per Draft Three-Year Review)
➢ Decreases in PLL fishing effort and target species landings
➢ Programmatic focus on individual vessel accountability
➢ Requests to remove redundant regulations



Objectives
❖ Continue to minimize, to the extent practicable, bycatch and bycatch 

mortality of bluefin tuna and other Atlantic HMS by pelagic longline gear 
consistent with the conservation and management objectives of the 2006 
Consolidated Atlantic HMS FMP, its amendments, and all applicable 
laws; 

❖ Streamline and simplify Atlantic HMS Management, to the extent 
practicable, by reducing any redundancies in regulations established to 
reduce bluefin tuna discards or interactions that apply to the pelagic 
longline fishery; and

❖ Optimize the ability for the pelagic longline fishery to harvest target 
species (e.g., swordfish) to the extent practicable, while also considering 
fairness among permit/quota categories. 
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Four Geographically-Based Alternative Themes:
Pelagic Longline Deployment
 Northeastern United States Closed Area
❖Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted Area
❖Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Area

Gear Configuration
❖Weak hooks in Gulf of Mexico
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Northeastern United States Closed Area
• A1: No action, retain current regulations.
• A2: Modify by removing a western portion of the closure.
• A3: Convert to a GRA and apply performance metrics.
• A4: Undertake a review process to evaluate the continued need for 

the Northeastern United States Closed Area.* 
• A5: Eliminate the Northeastern United States Closed Area.

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 11

*Preferred



Northeastern United States Closed Area
• A4: Undertake review process to evaluate continued need
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Northeastern United States Closed Area

• Threshold based on the Average Percent of IBQ Used in the Atlantic 
between 2015 - 2018 (Column D and E)
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Column → A B C D E

Year ↓

Atlantic PLL 
IBQ Used  

(lb)

Atlantic PLL 
IBQ Issued 

(lb)

Net Atlantic IBQ 
Available 

(A-B)

% Used in 
Atlantic 
(A/B)

% Remaining in 
Atlantic 
(C/B)

2015 35,449 196,749 161,300 18 82

2016 58,237 212,512 154,275 27 73

2017 48,892 212,512 163,620 23 77

2018 89,629 212,512 122,883 42 58

Average 58,052 208,571 150,519 28 72



Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted Area
• B1: No action, retain current regulations.
• B2: Eliminate the Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted Area.*
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*Preferred



Cape Hatteras Gear Restricted Area
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Spring Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Areas
• C1: No action, retain current regulations.
• C2: Allow individual performance based access.
• C3: Undertake a review process to evaluate the continued 

need for the Spring Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Areas.* 
• C4: Eliminate the Spring Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Areas.
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*Preferred



Spring Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Areas
• C3: Undertake review process to evaluate continued need
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Spring Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Areas

• C3: Review process to evaluate continued need

 Threshold based on amount of IBQ issued to vessels active between 
in April & May (2015 – 2017)
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Spring Gulf of Mexico Weak Hook Alternatives
• D1: No action, retain current regulations.
• D2: Seasonal requirement for weak hooks (January – June).*
• D3: Remove weak hook requirement.
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*Preferred



Spring Gulf of Mexico Weak Hook Alternatives
• D2: Seasonal Requirement for Weak Hooks (January – June)
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Target Species n Percent 
Reduction (%) p-value

Bluefin Tuna 134 46 0.0007**
Yellowfin Tuna Total 3312 3.1 0.3723

Yellowfin Tuna Kept 2547 6.0 0.1203
Swordfish Total 290 -7.1* 0.597

Swordfish Kept 69 27.5 0.02283
Dolphinfish 918 9.9 0.1201
Wahoo 375 22.3 0.0173**
Restricted Species-Billfish
Blue Marlin 157 1.3 1
Atlantic Sailfish 62 22.9 0.3741
White Marlin / Roundscale Spearfish 172 -45.7* 0.0178**
Managed Sharks
Large Coastal Sharks 108 16.9 0.3865
Pelagic Sharks 33 5.9 1



Public Hearing Schedule
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Venue Date/time Street Address / Webinar Information
Public Hearing July 16, 2019

5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

National Marine Fisheries Service
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office
Hearing Room A
55 Great Republic Dr
Gloucester, MA 01930

Conference call / Webinar July 19, 2019

2:00 – 4:00 pm.

To participate in the conference call:
Phone: 888-989-7692
Passcode: 2664906
To participate in the webinar, RSVP at:
https://noaanmfs-events2.webex.com/noaanmfs-
events2/onstage/g.php?MTID=e8963997f0720f8ca85ee2fb56b726f19
A confirmation email with webinar log-in information will be sent after 
RSVP is registered.

Public Hearing July 24, 2019

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Terrebonne Parish Library (Main Branch)
151 Library Drive
Houma, LA 70360
Vietnamese translation will be provided.

Public Hearing July 30, 2019

5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Ocean County Library, Toms River Branch
101 Washington Street
Toms River, NJ 08753

Conference call / Webinar July 31, 2019

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m.

To participate in the conference call:
Phone: 888-946-2707
Passcode: 3542964
1To participate in the webinar, RSVP at:
https://noaanmfs-events2.webex.com/noaanmfs-
events2/onstage/g.php?MTID=ed3603a85564cf407b17a8f31bd261c26
A confirmation email with webinar log-in information will be sent after 
RSVP is registered.

Public Hearing August 13, 2019

5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Dare County Administration Building
Commissioners Meeting Room
954 Marshall Collins Drive
Manteo, NC 27954

https://noaanmfs-events2.webex.com/noaanmfs-events2/onstage/g.php?MTID=e8963997f0720f8ca85ee2fb56b726f19
https://noaanmfs-events2.webex.com/noaanmfs-events2/onstage/g.php?MTID=ed3603a85564cf407b17a8f31bd261c26


Next Steps
• Comments encouraged on the proposed rule and DEIS by 

9/30/2019
• Submit comments on the rule at www.regulations.gov. 

Search docket NOAA-NMFS-2018-0035. 
• Submit comments on the DEIS: 
➢Jennifer Cudney (Jennifer.Cudney@noaa.gov) 
➢Craig Cockrell (Craig.Cockrell@noaa.gov) 

• Documents on HMS Website –
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/pelagic-longline-bluefin-tuna-
area-based-and-weak-hook-management-measures
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http://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/pelagic-longline-bluefin-tuna-area-based-and-weak-hook-management-measures


Questions? 

Craig Cockrell, craig.cockrell@noaa.gov
301-427-8503

Jennifer Cudney, jennifer.cudney@noaa.gov
727-824-5399
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