At Carysfort Reef, shallow corals proliferate, making for perfect snorkeling conditions, while, massive
star corals create a labyrinth of ridges, gullies, and tunnels. The largest sanctuary preservation area
(SPA) within Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, Carysfort Reef historically supported extensive
thickets of ESA-listed elkhorn and staghorn corals and diverse deepwater reef habitats. It's an impor-
tant site for Mission:lconic Reefs because of its close proximity to the Florida Current and intercon-
nectedness to the wider Caribbean.

Restoration Vision

Mission: Iconic Reefs is an unprecedented effort to restore seven ecologically and culturally signif-
icant coral reefs within Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Informed by years of research, suc-
cessful trials, and expertise from scientists and restoration practitioners, this will result in resilient and
regenerative coral reefs in the Florida Keys. Restoration efforts are already underway, as Carysfort is
the largest demonstration site for the restoration of elkhorn and staghorn corals in the Florida Keys.
Mission: Iconic Reefs will build on these existing efforts, restoring the reef to an average of 16%
coral cover across nine habitat zones. More than 200,000 corals will be outplanted at Carysfort Reef.
Regular site maintenance, performance monitoring, and adaptive management will be performed to
ensure success.

Carysfort Reef

www.fisheries.noaa.gov/iconic-reefs
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