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MAY 1 0 2013 

Dear Reviewer: 

In accordance with provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) , we enclose for 
your review the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm inistration (NOAA) Dra.fi 
Environm ental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Steller Sea Lion Protection Measures for 
Ground.fish Fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manag ement Area (or the 
Execut ive Summary thereof). This proposed act ion would revise Ste ller sea lion protection 
measures for the Aleutian Islands Atka mackerel , Pacific cod , and pollock fisher ies to minimize 
the pote ntial fishery impacts on the western distinct population segment (WOPS) of Steller sea 
lions while reducing economic impacts on the fisheries , to the extent practicable. 

This DEIS is prepared pursuant to NEPA to assess the env ironmenta l impacts associated with 
NOAA proceeding with revised Steller sea lion protection measures for the Aleu tian Islands 
Atka mackerel , Pacific cod , and pollack fisheries. The WDPS of Steller sea lions is listed as 
endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and has critical habitat designated to 
protect haulout , rookery , and foraging locations throughout Alaska waters . NOAA has 
detennined that the ground-fish fisheries may affect foraging resources for Ste ller sea lions by 
competing for the same prey species (Atka mackerel , Pac ific cod , and pollock). The ESA 
requires NOAA to insure that the groundfish fisheries are not likely to jeopard ize the conti nued 
existence of the WDPS of Stelle r sea lions or adversely modify or destroy its des ignated crit ica l 
habitat. The protection measures current ly in place insure that jeopardy is not likely , but they 
may be more protective then necessary to avoid the likelihood of jeopardy , resulting in more 
economic costs to the fishing indu stry than necessary to comp ly with the ESA. The DEIS 
assesses the env ironm ental , social , and economic effects associated with alternative Stelle r sea 
lion protection measures. 

Copies of the DEIS may be obtained from the Responsible Program Official identified below. 
The document also is accessible e lect ronica lly through the NMFS Alaska Region websi te at 
www.alaskafisheries .noaa.gov /sustainablefisherics /sslpm /eis/ or at www .rcgulations.gov after 
entering docket number "NOAA-NMFS- 20 12-0013 " in the search bar. 

Written comments on the DEIS should be subm itted by mail or facsimile (fax) to the 
Responsible Program Official identified below. When submitting mail or fax comments , include 
the following identifier for the comment subject: Ste ller sea lion EIS. 

Responsible Program Official: James W. Balsiger , Ph.D. 
Administrator , Alaska Region 
Nat ional Marine Fisheries Service 
Nationa l Oceanic and Atmo spheric Admin istration 
P. 0. Box 21668 
Juneau, AK 99802 
907-586-7221 
FAX 907-586-7557 

http:www.rcgulations.gov
www.alaskafisheries


Written comments may also be subm itted electronically to the www .rcgulations .gov portal. 
Written comments submitted during the agency's 60-day public comment period must be 
received by July 16, 20 13. 

Since rely, 

Patricia A . Montanio 
NOAA NEPA Coordinator 

Enclosure 


	Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Steller Sea Lion Protection Measures for Groundfish Fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area
	UNI T ED STATES DEPA R TM E NT OF COMMERC E N atl one l Oceen lc on d A tmoe p he rlc Admin ist r ati on PROGRAM PLANNING A N O IN TEGRA T ION Sil ver Soring, M aryland 2091 ·o · 




