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Public Notification
❖ Every year, NOAA Fisheries publishes 

a Notice of Intent to issue EFPs.
• 30 day comment period
• Outlines types of permits requests 

expected
• Anything different needs its own 

Notice
❖ Generally begin drafting permits in 

early part of the year (e.g. January 
2019)

❖ NOAA Fisheries receives data from 
applicants that is summarized in this 
notice.
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Management Authorities
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species fisheries are managed under the dual 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act and the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act 

Because of these dual authorities, we issue a variety of permits to 
account for different situations.
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Permit Types
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Vessel Type Sharks All Tunas Swordfish Billfish

Opportunistic research on 
Commercial or Recreational 
Vessels

EFP EFP EFP EFP

Only research carried out on 
Commercial or Recreational 
Vessels

LOA SRP SRP SRP

Research on bonafide research 
vessels

LOA SRP SRP SRP

Research on NOAA vessels by 
NOAA scientist 

SRP SRP SRP SRP

Public display of Atlantic HMS Display Display Display Display

Four Permit Types (Other than shark research fishery permits):
● Exempt fishing permits (EFPs) - Reporting required
● Scientific research permits (SRPs) - Reporting required
● Letters of acknowledgement (LOAs) - Reporting requested*
● Display permits - Reporting required



Permit Application Requirements
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Permit Application Requirements
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Submitting Reports
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50 CFR 653.32 (h) Terms and conditions. (1)

These regulations require:
● An interim report within 5 days of a fishing trip or a no fishing interim report within 5 days 

of the end of the month
● An annual report within 30 days of the expiration date of the permit.
● Only use forms that are provided by the agency

Atlantic HMS Regulations requiring reporting:

Reporting forms available here: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-
species/atlantic-highly-migratory-species-permits-and-reporting-
forms



Questions or Comments? 

Craig Cockrell, craig.cockrell@noaa.gov
301-427-8503
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