


b. The species authorized for taking are the gray seal (Halichoerus grypus grypus)
and the harbor seal (Phoca vitulina concolor).

c. The taking, by Level B harassment only, is limited to the species listed in
condition 3(b). Authorized take: gray seal (39,280); and harbor seal (1,964).

d. The taking by Level A harassment, injury or death of any of the species listed in
item 3(b) of the IHA or the taking by harassment, injury or death of any other s} ies of marine
mammal is prohibited and may result in the modification, suspension, or revocation of this IHA.
4. Mitigation Measu

The holder of this THA is required to implement the following mitigation measures:

a. Conduct research activities in the Complex between April 1, 2017 and November
30, 2017.
b. Ensure that vessel approaches to  >mans ~ WR will be such that the techniques

are least disturbing to marine mammals. To the extent possible, the ves should conduct a slow
and controlled approach to the island as far away as possible from haul outs. USFWS staff will
avoid or proceed cautiously when operating boats in the direct path of swimming seals that may
be present in the area.

c. Provide instructions to USFWS staff and team members, and if applicable, to
tourists, on appropriate conduct when in the vicinity of hauled-out marine mammals. The
USFWS research teams will maintain a quiet working atmosphere by avoiding making
unnecessary noise and by using hushed voices while near hauled out seals; will remain at least 50
m from seals when possible; and will choose pathways to study sites that will minimize
disturbance to seals.

d. Ensure cannon nets will not be used closer than 100 m from seals.







6. Reporting Requirements

Final Report: The holder of this IHA is required to submit a draft monitoring report to the
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315 East
West Highway, 13th Floor, Silver Spring, D 20910 no later than 90 days after the expiration of
this authorization. The report must contain the followir  information:

a. A summary of the dates, times, and weather during all research activities.

b. Species, number, location, and behavior of any marine mammals, observed
throughout all monitoring activities.

c. An estimate of the number (by species) of marine mammals that are known to
ha been exposed to visual and acoustic stimuli associated with the research activities.

d. A description of the implementation and effectiveness of the monitoring and
mitigation measures of the IHA and full documentation of methods, re  ts, and it rpretation
pertaining to all monitoring.

7. Report jProhibited Take

In the unanticipated event that the specified activity clearly causes the take of a marine
mammal in a manner prohibited by the IF  (if issued), such as an injury (Level A harassment),
serious ~ jury, or mortality (e.g., stampede, etc.), the USFWS shalli iediately cease the
specified activities and immediately report the incident to the Permits and Conservation

ivision, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, at 301-427-8496 or laura.mccue @noaa.gov and
the Greater Atlantic Regional Stranding Coordinator at. 978-282-8478.
The report must include the following information:
o Time, date, and location (latitude/longitude) of the incident;

e Name and type of vessel involved,;
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review the circumstances of the incident. We will work with the USFWS to determine whether
modifications in the activities are appropriate.

The report must include the same information identified in the paragraph above.
Activities may continue while we review the circumstances of the incident. & will work with
the U¢ WS to determine whether modifications in the activities are appropriate.

9. Reporting an Injured or Dead Marine Mammal not Related to the USFWS’s Activities:

In the event that the USFWS discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and the lead
visual observer determines that the injury or death is not associat ~ with or related to the
authorized activities (e.g., previously wounded animal, carcass with moderate to advanced
decomposition, or scavenger damage), the USFWS will report the incident to the Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of Protected Resources at 301-427-8496 or
laura.mccue @noaa.gov, and the Greater Atlantic Regional Stranding Coordinator at 978-282-
8478, within 24 hours of the discovery. The USFWS’s staff will provide photographs or video
footage (if available) or other documentation of the stranded animal s~ "iting to us.

10. This A may be modified, suspended or withdrawn if the hols fails to abide by the
conditions prescribed herein, or if > FS determines the authorized taking is having a more than

a negligible impact on the species or stock of affected marine mammals.
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