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False Killer Whale 
Take Red ction Team and Plan 
Freq ently Asked Q estions 

NOAA Fisheries is publishing a fnal rule to implement a False Killer Whale 
Ta e Reduction Plan under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). The 
Plan includes measures to reduce incidental mortalities and serious injuries 
(i.e., bycatch) of false  iller whales in the Hawaii-based commercial longline 
fsheries. 

False Killer Whale Backgro nd 
Q: What is a false killer whale? 
A: The false killer whale (Pseudorca crassidens) is a member of  he oceanic dolphin family.  False 
killer whales are found worldwide, mainly in  ropical and warm- empera e wa ers. 

Q: How many false killer whales are there in o r region, and where are they 
fo nd? 
A: Five “s ocks” of false killer whales have been iden ifed in  he Pacifc Islands Region. The 
“Hawaiian Islands S ock Complex” includes  he Nor hwes ern Hawaiian Islands, Main Hawaiian 
Islands Insular, and Hawaii Pelagic s ocks.  Separa e s ocks are defned in U.S. wa ers around 
Palmyra A oll and American Samoa. 

The mos  recen  U.S. Pacifc Marine Mammal S ock Assessmen  Repor s provide a 
descrip ion of  he range and a bes  es ima e of abundance for each s ock: 

1. The Main Hawaiian Islands Insular s ock, which inhabi s wa ers wi hin 140 kilome ers 
(approxima ely 75 nau ical miles) of  he main Hawaiian Islands, is es ima ed  o have 
151 individuals. 

2. The Hawaii Pelagic s ock, which is found in wa ers grea er  han 40 km (22 nau ical 
miles) from  he main Hawaiian Islands, is es ima ed  o have 1,503 individuals. 
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3. The Nor hwes ern Hawaiian Islands s ock, which includes animals inhabi ing wa ers wi hin 93 km (50 nau ical miles) of  he Nor hwes ern 
Hawaiian Islands and Kauai, is es ima ed  o have 552 individuals. 

4. The Palmyra A oll s ock, which is found wi hin  he U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) around Palmyra A oll, is es ima ed  o have 1,329 
individuals. 

5. The American Samoa s ock is found wi hin  he U.S. EEZ around American Samoa. We do no  have an es ima e of abundance for  his s ock. 

The Hawaii Pelagic, Main Hawaiian Islands Insular, and Nor hwes ern Hawaiian Islands s ocks have par ially overlapping ranges. 

Q: Are false killer whales endangered? 
A: False killer whales as a species are no  endangered. However, NOAA Fisheries lis ed  he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular popula ion of false killer whales 
as an endangered “dis inc  popula ion segmen ” based on an evalua ion of risk  o  he popula ion. Several fac ors con ribu e  o a high risk of ex inc ion for 
 he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular false killer whale including  heir small and recen ly declining popula ion size, exposure  o environmen al con aminan s, 
compe i ion for food wi h commercial fsheries, inciden al (acciden al) hooking and en anglemen , and ac s of prohibi ed  ake. 

Of  he fve false killer whale s ocks defned in  he region, only  he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular s ock is lis ed under  he Endangered Species Ac  (see 
 able below). The Main Hawaiian Islands Insular s ock and  he Hawaii Pelagic s ocks are direc ly addressed in and pro ec ed under  he Take Reduc ion 
Plan. Nei her of  hese  wo managemen  ac ions ( he Endangered Species Ac  lis ing rule nor  he Take Reduc ion Plan rule) affec s  he Nor hwes ern 
Hawaiian Islands, Palmyra A oll, or American Samoa false killer whale s ocks. 

False Killer Whale Stock Affected by the Proposed 
Endangered Species Act Listing? 

Protected  nder the Take 
Red ction Plan? 

Main Hawaiian Islands Insular YES YES 

Hawaii Pelagic NO YES 

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands NO NO 

Palmyra Atoll NO NO 

American Samoa NO NO 

“Take” of False Killer Whales 
Q: What is “take”? 
A: The MMPA defnes “ ake” as “ o harass, hun , cap ure, or kill, or a  emp   o harass, hun , cap ure, or kill any marine mammal.” The MMPA prohibi s 
 ake of marine mammals, excep  in cer ain circums ances. For example,  he inciden al, or unin en ional,  ake of marine mammals during commercial 
fshing is allowed, bu   he MMPA provides a sys em for moni oring and con rolling  he level of inciden al  ake. 

Q: What is the problem? 
A: During Hawaii-based longline fshing opera ions, false killer whales can become hooked or en angled in fshing gear and, as a resul , may become 
seriously injured or killed. These “ akes” of en occur when false killer whales are preying on  he longline ca ch or bai . 

Curren ly,  hese  akes are occurring a  a level  ha  is unsus ainable for  he Hawaii Pelagic and Main Hawaiian Islands Insular s ocks (i.e.,  akes exceed 
a  hreshold called  he “Po en ial Biological Removal” level, or PBR, for each s ock). In response,  he MMPA requires NOAA Fisheries  o convene a Take 
Reduc ion Team (TRT)  o draf  a plan for reducing mor ali ies and serious injuries of false killer whales  ha  occur inciden al  o commercial fshing 
ac ivi ies. 

Q: How m ch take is occ rring? 
A: False killer whales are  aken in bo h  he Hawaii-based deep-se  ( una  arge ing) and shallow-se  (swordfsh  arge ing) longline fsheries,  hough  ake 
ra es are higher in  he deep-se  fshery. 

Deep-set longline fshery 
Using observer da a from 2006-2010, NOAA Fisheries es ima es  he Hawaii-based deep-se  ( una  arge ing) longline fshery had 13.6 inciden al 
mor ali ies and serious injuries per year of false killer whales from  he Hawaii Pelagic s ock inside  he U.S. EEZ around  he Hawaiian Islands, and an 
addi ional 11.2 on  he high seas (wa ers ou side of  he U.S. EEZ). Over  he same  ime period, NOAA Fisheries es ima es  he deep-se  longline fshery had 
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0.5 inciden al mor ali ies and serious injuries per year from  he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular 
s ock, and 0.3 per year from  he Palmyra A oll s ock. These fgures are repor ed in  he Draf  
2012 S ock Assessmen  Repor . 

Shallow-set longline fshery 
The Hawaii-based shallow-se  (swordfsh  arge ing) longline fshery has 100% observer 
coverage. From 2006-2010,  he fshery seriously injured or killed 0.2 Hawaii Pelagic false killer 
whales per year wi hin  he U.S. EEZ around  he Hawaiian Islands, and an addi ional 0.1 per year 
on  he high seas (wa ers ou side of  he U.S. EEZ). Over  he same  ime period,  he fshery had 
no inciden al  akes of  he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular or Palmyra A oll s ocks of false killer 
whales. These fgures are repor ed in  he Draf  2012 S ock Assessmen  Repor . 

Take Red ction Team (TRT) 
Q: What is a Take Red ction Team (TRT)? 
A: A TRT is an advisory group  asked wi h developing a plan for reducing mor ali ies and serious 
injuries of par icular marine mammal s ocks. A TRT includes appoin ed represen a ives from 
federal and s a e agencies, fshery managemen  councils, academic and scien ifc organiza ions, 
environmen al groups, and  he commercial fshing indus ry. TRTs provide advice on  he 
developmen , implemen a ion, moni oring, and evalua ion of Take Reduc ion Plans (TRPs). TRT 
members par icipa e in nego ia ion discussions, and represen  viewpoin s and relay informa ion 
 o  heir cons i uencies. 

Q: How many TRTs are there in the U.S.? 
A: NOAA Fisheries has convened 10 TRTs, including  he False Killer Whale TRT. The False Killer Whale TRT is  he frs  TRT in  he Pacifc Islands Region. 

Q: Can I be on the False Killer Whale TRT? 
A: NOAA Fisheries already appoin ed TRT members on  he basis of  heir exper ise regarding  he conserva ion or biology of false killer whales, or  he 
fshing prac ices  ha  resul  in  he inciden al mor ali y and serious injury of such species (i.e., longline fshing), as required by  he MMPA. However, all 
TRT mee ings are open  o  he public, and all in eres ed s akeholders are encouraged  o a  end. Each mee ing has a brief commen  period during which 
members of  he public may provide remarks direc ly relevan   o  he i ems presen ed or discussed during  he mee ing. NOAA Fisheries will announce 
upcoming TRT mee ings on  he NOAA Fisheries Pacifc Islands Regional Offce websi e, including informa ion on  he da es,  imes, and loca ion. 

Q: What has the False Killer Whale TRT done so far? 
A: The False Killer Whale TRT had four mul i-day mee ings be ween February and July 2010. A   hese mee ings,  he TRT evalua ed a wide range of 
da a and analyses, and developed recommenda ions for a sui e of measures  o reduce mor ali ies and serious injuries of false killer whales in  he 
Hawaii-based longline fsheries. On July 19, 2010,  he TRT submi  ed  o NOAA Fisheries  heir consensus recommenda ions in  he form of a “Draf  Take 
Reduc ion Plan” (Draf  TRP). 

Q: How did NOAA Fisheries  se the TRT’s recommendations? 
A: NOAA Fisheries evalua ed  he TRT’s consensus recommenda ions  o de ermine whe her  hey would achieve  he MMPA’s  ake reduc ion goals. 
Addi ionally, NOAA Fisheries considered a varie y of o her fac ors, including enforceabili y of  he measures and any safe y concerns. NOAA Fisheries  hen 
used  he TRT’s recommenda ions ( he Draf  TRP) as  he basis of  he proposed and fnal rules. 

Take Red ction Plan (TRP) 
Q: What is a Take Red ction Plan (TRP)? 
A: A TRP is a plan  o reduce inciden al mor ali y and serious injury of marine mammals s ocks in commercial fsheries  o specifed levels. The MMPA 
s a es  ha   he immedia e goal of a TRP is  o reduce, wi hin six mon hs of i s implemen a ion,  he inciden al mor ali y or serious injury of marine 
mammals from commercial fshing  o levels less  han PBR. The long- erm goal is  o reduce, wi hin fve years of i s implemen a ion,  he inciden al 
mor ali y and serious injury of marine mammals from commercial fshing opera ions  o insignifcan  levels approaching a zero mor ali y and serious injury 
ra e,  aking in o accoun   he economics of  he fshery,  he availabili y of exis ing  echnology, and exis ing s a e or regional fshery managemen  plans. 

Q: Which marine mammal stocks are affected by the False Killer Whale TRP? 
A: The False Killer Whale TRP addresses mor ali y and serious injury of  he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular and Hawaii Pelagic false killer whale s ocks. 
NOAA Fisheries has de ermined  ha   hese are “s ra egic” s ocks, which means  ha   he number of inciden al mor ali ies and serious injuries in 
commercial fsheries exceeds  he s ocks’ PBR levels. The s ocks are known  o be  aken by  he Hawaii-based longline fsheries a  unsus ainable levels. 
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Q: Which fsheries are reg lated by the False Killer Whale TRP? 
A: The False Killer Whale TRP has regula ions for  he Hawaii-based deep-se  and shallow-se  pelagic 
longline fsheries. The False Killer Whale TRP also includes research recommenda ions specifc  o 
Hawaii’s nearshore hook-and-line fsheries,  hough  hese fsheries are no  regula ed under  he TRP. 
The scope of  he False Killer Whale TRP may be expanded in  he fu ure  o include o her fsheries if 
informa ion shows o her fsheries have unsus ainably high levels of false killer whale  akes. 

Q: What is in the False Killer Whale TRP? 
A: The False Killer Whale TRP con ains eigh  regula ory measures (i.e., measures required by 
regula ion) and six non-regula ory measures (i.e., measures  ha  NOAA Fisheries will implemen , 
bu  which are no  required by regula ion). In addi ion,  he False Killer Whale TRP includes priori ized 
research recommenda ions  o be  er inform long- erm solu ions  o reduce false killer whale byca ch. 

Q: What are the reg latory meas res in the False Killer Whale TRP? 
A: The regula ory measures include: 

• Two gear requiremen s for  he Hawaii-based deep-se  longline fshery: 

¤ The TRP requires  ha  on deep-se  longline  rips, only cer ain hook  ypes can be used. Specifcally, hooks mus  be circle hooks wi h  he wire 
diame er of 4.5 mm or smaller, and a 10 degree offse  or less. To facili a e enforcemen  of  he wire diame er requiremen ,  he TRP requires  ha  
 he hook shank mus  con ain round (non-fa  ened) wire  ha  can be measured wi h a caliper or similar gauge. The hook requiremen  is in ended 
 o reduce  he overall number of false killer whale hookings, and reduce  he severi y of injuries following an in erac ion. These circle hooks are 
generally weaker  han many of  he hooks curren ly used in  he fshery, so some animals may be able  o bend or s raigh en  he hook more easily 
and release  hemselves. 

¤ The TRP also specifes a minimum diame er (2.0 milime ers) for monoflamen  branch lines, as a proxy for breaking s reng h. This measure will 
reduce  he likelihood  ha   he line will break under  he s rain of a hooked or en angled marine mammal. While i  may seem coun er-in ui ive  o 
keep  he whale on  he line, i  can allow vessel crew  o a  emp  de-hooking or  o cu   he line close  o  he animal. I  reduces  he chance  ha   he 
animal will break  he line and swim off, s ill hooked, wi h subs an ial  rialing gear s ill a  ached, which may la er cause serious injuries  o  he 
animal. 

The TRP specifes  ha  if any line ma erial o her  han monoflamen  is used, i  mus  have a comparable minimum breaking s reng h (400 lbs). 

• Two longline managemen  areas (shown in  he lower righ  fgure): 

¤ The TRP es ablishes a longline fshing prohibi ed area around  he Main Hawaiian Islands. Under exis ing regula ions,  he area is already closed  o 
longline fshing eigh  mon hs of  he year. In  he remaining four mon hs of  he year, exis ing regula ions allowed  he nor hern par  of  he boundary 
 o shif  inward  o allow longline fshing closer  o 
 he islands, so  he closure area is smaller. The TRP 
removes  he seasonal boundary change, so  he larger 
area is closed year-round. The closure pro ec s bo h 
 he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular and Hawaii Pelagic 
false killer whale s ocks from being caugh  by longlines 
in  ha  area. This is par icularly impor an  because 
 he Main Hawaiian Islands Insular s ock is lis ed an 
endangered “Dis inc  Popula ion Segmen ” under  he 
Endangered Species Ac . 

¤ The TRP es ablishes a “Sou hern Exclusion Zone” 
(SEZ) sou h of  he Main Hawaiian Islands. The area 
will remain open unless  he deep-se  longline fshery 
reaches a specifc level of observed false killer whale 
byca ch. The area would  hen be closed  o deep-se  
fshing as a consequence of exceeding sus ainable 
levels of byca ch. The area was selec ed because 
i  encompasses  he loca ions of a large number of 
observed false killer whale in erac ions. The SEZ, if 
 riggered, would be re-opened when cer ain byca ch 
reduc ion  hresholds were me . 
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• Four regula ory measures  o improve cap ain and crew response  o hooked or en angled marine mammals: 

¤ Expand  he curriculum of  he exis ing manda ory Pro ec ed Species Workshops for longline vessel owners and cap ains  o include addi ional 
informa ion on marine mammal handling and release  echniques and bes  prac ices for avoiding in erac ions; 

¤ Require a placard con aining informa ion on marine mammal handling and release  o be pos ed on  he longline vessel; 

¤ Require vessel cap ains supervise  he handling and release any hooked or en angled marine mammal; and 

¤ Require a placard ins ruc ing  he vessel crew  o inform  he cap ain of any hooked or en angled marine mammal  o be pos ed on  he longline 
vessel. 

Q: What are the non-reg latory meas res in the False Killer Whale TRP? 
A: The TRP includes six non-regula ory measures, or ac ions  ha  will no  be required by regula ions, bu  which NOAA Fisheries will carry ou   o improve 
da a quali y, effciency, and dissemina ion  o  he TRT and  he public. These measures will improve our abili y  o unders and and manage false killer whale 
byca ch.  NOAA Fisheries will: 

• Adjus   he observer program’s sampling s ra egy and observer alloca ion  o allow a more precise marine mammal byca ch es ima e  o be 
calcula ed; 

• Make specifc changes  o observer  raining and da a collec ion pro ocols  o ga her informa ion  ha  will help us  o be  er unders and  he na ure of 
false killer whale in erac ions wi h longline gear; 

• No ify  he TRT when  here is an observed in erac ion of a known or possible false killer whale; 

• Expedi e  he de ermina ion of  he severi y of false killer whales’ injuries; 

• Expedi e  he processing of da a from NMFS’ 2010 Hawaiian Islands Ce acean and Ecosys em Assessmen  Survey, which will resul  in upda ed 
abundance es ima es for all ce aceans in Hawaiian wa ers, including false killer whales; and 

• Periodically reconvene  he TRT  o moni or  he success of  he plan and evalua e any new informa ion. 

Q: How did the False Killer Whale TRP change between the proposed and fnal r le? 
A: The proposed rule opened a 90-day period for public commen . During  his process, NOAA Fisheries received commen s, concerns, and informa ion from 
numerous individuals, organiza ions, and businesses. Following  he close of  he public commen  period, NOAA Fisheries worked  o address  hose commen s 
and concerns, as appropria e. NOAA Fisheries also used addi ional informa ion per inen   o  he decision-making process  o modify  he TRP as appropria e. 

Differences be ween  he proposed and fnal rule include: 

• Reorganiza ion of  he regula ions,  o be clear  ha  all TRP regula ions are issued under  he au hori y of  he MMPA; 

• Removal of  he Palmyra A oll false killer whale s ock from  he scope of  he Plan, since longline fsheries have only a very low level of in erac ions 
wi h  his non-s ra egic s ock; 

• Revised hook requiremen s for  he deep-se  longline fshery, by removing  he size specifca ion, increasing  he maximum allowable wire diame er, 
and requiring  ha  only a por ion of  he shank con ain round wire, ra her  han  he en ire hook; and 

• Revised  rigger calcula ion and procedures for opening and closing  he Sou hern Exclusion Zone,  o more closely conform  o  he TRT’s 
recommenda ions. 

Q: How does the fnal r le (NOAA Fisheries’ False Killer Whale TRP) differ from the TRT’s recommendations (the Draft False 
Killer Whale TRP)? 
A: The fnal rule con ains nearly all of  he TRT’s recommended measures, wi h some modifca ions. 
These differences include: 

• The TRT recommended  ha  NOAA Fisheries increase annual observer coverage in  he deep-se  
longline fshery from 20%  o 25%. Ins ead, NOAA Fisheries is main aining 20% overall annual 
observer coverage, bu  adjus ing i s sampling s ra egy and observer alloca ion  o increase  he 
precision of  he resul ing marine mammal byca ch es ima es; and 

• The TRT recommended  ha  NOAA Fisheries require (by regula ion)  ha  longline vessel crew 
no ify  he cap ain in  he even  of marine mammal hooking or en anglemen .  NOAA Fisheries 
is no  including  his requiremen  in  he rule. NOAA Fisheries believes i  is  he cap ain’s 
responsibili y  o es ablish procedures  o ensure he or she is aware of any marine mammal 
in erac ions, and could mee  his or her regula ory requiremen   o supervise  heir handling and 
release. 
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Q: What happens after the False Killer Whale TRP is fnalized? 
A: All of  he regula ions go in o effec  30 days af er  he TRP is published in  he Federal Regis er, excep   he gear requiremen s for  he deep-se  longline 
fshery, which go in o effec  90 days af er publica ion. NOAA Fisheries will moni or  he TRP’s progress and ensure i  mee s  he MMPA goal of reducing 
false killer whale mor ali ies and serious injuries in  he fsheries  o appropria e levels. NOAA Fisheries will reconvene  he TRT on a regular basis during 
 his moni oring phase, depending on available funding. 

If  he  ake reduc ion goals are no  me , or if new informa ion becomes available  ha  indica es a change  o  he TRP is necessary, NOAA Fisheries 
will reconvene  he TRT  o develop addi ional consensus recommenda ions for reducing mor ali ies and serious injuries. Af er considering  he TRT’s 
recommenda ions, NOAA Fisheries would subsequen ly amend  he TRP  hrough a proposed and fnal rule. 

Where can I get more info abo t the TRP for false killer whales? 
More informa ion abou   he False Killer Whale TRP,  he TRT, and o her false killer whale issues may be found a : h  p://www.fpir.noaa.gov/PRD/prd_false_ 
killer_whale.h ml 

General informa ion on  he NOAA Fisheries Take Reduc ion Program may be found a : h  p://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/in erac ions/ r / 

Acronyms Glossary 
EEZ – Exclusive Economic Zone Pelagic – per aining  o  he par  of  he open sea or ocean comprising  he wa er 

column, i.e., all of  he sea o her  han  ha  near  he coas  or  he sea foor. MMPA – Marine Mammal Pro ec ion Ac  
Insular – associa ed wi h one or more islands.PBR – Po en ial Biological Removal 
Se ious inju y – any injury  ha  will likely resul  in mor ali y (>50% of  he  ime). TRP – Take Reduc ion Plan 
Stock – as defned by  he MMPA,  he  erm “s ock” means a group of marine TRT – Take Reduc ion Team 
mammals of  he same species or smaller  axa in a common spa ial arrangemen , 
 ha  in erbreed when ma ure. 
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