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PETITIONER

Hawaii Fishermen’s Alliance for Consgervation and Tradition, Inc.
P.O. Box 240813
Honolulu, HI 96824-0813

The petitioner, Hawaii Fishermen’s Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc.,
on behalf of 609 individuals and eight organizations (full list included in Appendix
I} formally requests that the Secretary of Commerce, through the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), classify the North Pacific population of humpback whale
(Megaptera novaeangliae) as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA), pursuant to the 1996 DPS
policy (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996), and delist the North Pacific DPS.

This petition is filed pursuant to the ESA and in accordance with § 553(e) of the
Administrative Procedure Act. Section 4(b)(3)(A) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.)
requires that NMFS make a finding on whether a petition to list, delist,

or reclassify a species presents substantial scientific or commercial information to
indicate that the petitioned action may be warranted, The NMFS have jurisdiction
over this petition. This petition sets in motion a specific administrative process as
defined by 50 C.F.R. § 424.14(b), placing mandatory response requirements on
NMFS.

Hawaii Fishermen’s Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc. (HFACT) is a
non-profit organization that advocates for conservation of Hawaii fisheries and the
traditions of Hawaii fishermen. HFACT works to promote the interests of Hawaii
fishermen through collaboration with the fishermen and attendant fishing
orgamzations and addressing, as a unified voice, issues such as the petition to
obtain Endangered Species Act delisting of the North Pacific population of the
humpback whale. HFACT submits this petition to maintain the integrity of the
Endangered Species Act, to recognize the success of effective management through
mitigation of threats to the species extinction, and, to recognize continued
protection of the species by international, national, and state efforts.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This petition seeks to classify the North Pacific population of humpback whale
(Megaptera novaeangliae) as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA), and delist the North Pacific
DPS. In 1996, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) adopted a policy on recognizing distinct population
segments of vertebrate fish or wildlife species for the purposes of listing, delisting,
and reclassifying species under the ESA (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996).

In 1970, the humpback whale was designated an endangered species throughout its
range under the Endangered Species and Conservation Act of 1869, which was later
superseded by the ESA. On August 12, 2009, NMFS announced the initiation of a
status review of humpback whales to ensure that the listing clagsification of the
species is accurate, and indicated that they will be considering the application of the
DPS policy (74 FR 40568). However, the status review has not been completed to
date, and no determination has been made regarding the accuracy of the current
listing classification.

This petition reviews the biology, ecology, and the status of the North Pacific
humpback whale population. The best available scientific information indicates that
this population satisfies criteria to be designated a DPS according to the 1996
policy. Specifically, genetic, spatial and morphological information indicate that the
North Pacific population is unequivocally separated from the populations in the
Southern Hemisphere, whereas the complexity of population structure within the
North Pacific population precludes further division of the population into distinct
segments,

Further, this petition reviews the factors for delisting a species, and relies on the
best available science and most current information to show that the North Pacific
population, once designated as a DPS, should be delisted under the ESA. The
population of North Pacific humpback whales was estimated to be less than 1,500
individuals after commercial exploitation ceased. Since then, the population has
increased significantly at a rate of approximately 6%, and a recent range-wide
assessment estimated that the North Pacific population has rebounded to over
21,000 individuals. The interim goal of the population doubling in 20 years as
identified in the 1991 Recovery Plan has been met. In addition, the two primary
threats identified in the Recovery Plan have not impacted the recovery of the North
Pacific humpback whale population. International, federal, and local regulatory
mechanisms including the moratorium on commercial whaling under the
International Whaling Commission and the prohibition of take under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act will continue to provide adequate protection for the North
Pacific humpback whales.



INTRODUCTION

The humpback whale (Megaptera novacangliae) was designated an endangered
species in 1970 under the Endangered Species and Conservation Act of 1969 (since
superseded by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended). A Final Recovery
Plan for the Humpback Whale was prepared in 1991 by the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS 1991),

Given the current endangered listing throughout its range, every population in the
species range must simultaneously meet the criteria specified in the Recovery Plan
for the species to be “recovered”, i.e., no longer needing the protections of the ESA to
persist 1n perpetuity in the wild. However, because humpback whales are
distributed globally across all of the ocean’s basins, some populations may recover
while others continue to benefit from ESA protections.

In 1996, the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service adopted a policy on recognizing distinct population segments of vertebrate
fish or wildlife species for the purposes of listing, delisting, and reclassifying species
under the ESA (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996). A formal review of available
information on the North Pacific humpback whale population against the DPS
criteria is necessary to determine if this population may be considered for
reclassification of its listing status independent of other M. novacangliac
populations around the globe and within the Pacific. The following sections provide
the best available science on the North Pacific humpback whale population, which
supports the designation of a DPS and its concurrent delisting under the ESA.

BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY

Information presented here are freely adapted from several recent publications by
NMFS: global review of humpback whales published as NOAA Technical
Memorandum in March 2011 (Fleming and Jackson 2011}; and stock assessment
reports (SARs) for the Western North Pacific Stock (Allen and Angliss 2012),
Central North Pacific Stock (Allen and Angliss 2012), and California-Oregon-
Washington Stock (Caretta et al. 2011). In addition, publications of the SPLASH
{Structure of Populations, Levels of Abundance and Status of Humpbacks) project
(Baker et al. 2008; Barlow et al. 2011; Calambokidis et a. 2008) and the 2008
assessment of humpback whales under the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Red List (Reilly et al. 2008) provide comprehensive scientific
overviews of the North Pacific population.



1) Taxonomy

Though numerous subspecies of humpback whales were named historically, they
are not widely recognized and Megaptera novaeangliae (Borowski 1781) remains
the accepted taxonomic classification. Thorough reviews of known taxonomic
listings for humpback whales are presented in Clapham and Mead (1999) and Rice
(1998).

2) Species Description

Humpback whales are large, globally distributed, baleen whales with long pectoral
flippers, distinct ventral fluke patterning, dark dorsal coloration, a highly varied
acoustic call (termed “song”) and a diverse repertoire of behavior. Coloring of the
ventral surface varies from white to marbled to fully black. Body lengths differ
between the sexes with females being approximately 1-1.5m longer than males. The
maximum reliably reported bedy lengths are 17.4 meters for a male and 16.2 meters
for a female, both taken in Antarctica (Chittleborough 1965). The largest
individuals recorded at the California whaling stations of Moss Landing and
Trinidad were an 18.6m female and a 17.4m male, and though it is unclear how
reliable the measurements from these stations are, there is a possibility that
individuals of this length existed in unexploited populations (Clapham et al. 1997).
Mean lengths from reliable large data sets appear to be 13-15m (Chittleborough
1965; Mikhalev 1997). Adult body weights in excess of 40 tons (Ohsumi 1966).

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the patterning and extent of ventral fluke and
lateral pigmentation (Rosenbaum et al. 1995). North Pacific populations of
humpback whales are characterized by significantly more dark-colored flukes, while
the Southern Ocean stocks consist of individuals with significantly more light-
colored flukes (Rosenbaum et al. 1995).

3) Geographic Range and Migratory Patterns

The humpback whale is a cosmopolitan species found in all the major ocean basins
(Clapham and Mead 1999), and all but one of the subpopulations (that of the
Arabian Sea) migrate between mating and calving grounds in tropical waters,
usually near continental coastlines or island groups, and productive colder waters
in temperate and high latitudes. Migratory routes and behavior are likely to be
maternally directed (Baker et al. 1990, 2008; Martin et al. 1984). Feeding areas are
often near or over the continental shelf and associated with cooler temperatures and
oceanographic or topographic features that serve to aggregate prey.

Humpback whales exhibit antiropical-distribution (Davies 1962), separating the
northern and southern hemisphere populations. The northern hemisphere




population is further divided by continental land masses into the North Pacific and
North Atlantic populations (Valsecchi et al. 1997; Baker et al. 1994). The southern
hemisphere population has a circumpolar distribution throughout the southern
oceans. Genetic evidence support the population division between the principal
oceanic populations and suggests that migration between oceanic populations is
limited to no more than a few females per generation (Baker et al. 1993).

In the North Pacific the summer feeding range covers shelf waiers from southern
California, to the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea and southern Chukchi Sea, the
Aleutian chain and Kamchatka, Kurile Islands, Okhotsk Sea and northeastern
Japan (Reilly et al. 2008). There are at least four known breeding areas in the
North Pacific Ocean (with different subareas), including the western Pacific Ocean
(Ogasawara Islands, Ryukyu Islands and the northern Philippines, and possibly
around additional island groups in the western North Pacific), waters off the
Hawaiian islands, Mexico, and Central America.

The historic summer feeding range of humpback whales in the North Pacific
encompassed coastal and inland waters around the Pacific Rim from Point
Conception, California, north to the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea, and west
along the Aleutian Islands to the Kamchatka Peninsula and into the Sea of Okhotsk
and north of the Bering Strait (Johnson and Wolman 1984; Nemoto 1957; Tomlin
1967). Historically, the western Pacific wintering area extended from the South
China Sea east through the Philippines, Ryukyu Islands, Ogasawara Islands,
Mariana Islands, and Marshall Islands (Rice 1998). Humpback whales are currently
found throughout this historic range, with sightings during summer months
occurring as far north as the Beaufort Sea (Hashagen et al: 2009).

The migration pattern in the North Pacific is complex with some humpback whales
still present in feeding grounds in the fall and winter (Straley 1990, 1994). The
timing of the southbound migration is staggered, with some whales leaving the
feeding grounds earlier in the fall, while others leave later. Transit from feeding
grounds in Alaska to breeding grounds in Hawain takes approximately one month
(Gabriele et al. 1996). As such, whales present on the feeding grounds in January
can still make the migration in time for the peak breeding season in February and
March (Gabriele 1996; Straley et al. 1995).

Migratory movements and population structure of North Pacific humpback whales
were studied extensively in the SPLASH (Structure of Populations, Levels of
Abundance and Status of Humpbacks) project, which catalogued 7,971 unique
individuals using fluke identification photographs. Based on observed matches
between feeding and breeding areas, migratory movements and population
structure were found to be more complex than previously described (Barlow et al.
2011; Calambokidis et al. 2008: Figure 1). Individuals from the California/Oregon
feeding area migrated mostly to mainland Mexico and Central America. Individuals



from the northern Washington/southern British Columbia feeding area migrated to
a broad range of breeding areas from Central America to Hawaii. The vast majority
of individuals found in the northern British Columbia/southeast Alaska feeding
area migrated to Hawaii. A large fraction of individuals in the Gulf of Alaska and
the Aleutian/Bering feeding areas also migrated to Hawaii, but some also migrated
to Mexico’s Islas Revillagigedos. The whales that winter in the western Pacific were
found to migrate primarily to Kamchatka and, to a lesser extent, the Aleutian
Islands and Bering Sea. However, whales from the western Pacific breeding
grounds were under-represented in feeding grounds. Interchange among the
western Pacific, Hawail, and Mexico breeding grounds, while low, were also
observed.

These results indicate that feeding areas throughout the North Pacific have whales
migrating from a combination of breeding areas {Barlow et al. 2011; Figure 2) and
some interchange also occurs between breeding areas. While a high degree of
structure was found, the complex patterns make it difficult to define distinct
population structures of humpback whales in the North Pacific based on migratory
movements. Further, SPLASH sampling likely missed or underrepresented some
components of the North Pacific population {Calambokidis et al. 2008), suggesting
that the full extent of migratory patterns is still unknown.

1 E 1 € 16 € wr 15 W ww e w 00 W
Figure 1. Photographic matches of distinct individuals between breeding and feeding areas.
Lines indicating matches are not intended to indicate migratory routes. (Source: Barlow et al.
2011)
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Figure 2, Fracdtion of photo-identifications from feeding areas that match to samples from the
indicated breeding areas. (Source: Barlow et al. 2011)

Humpbacks are abundant throughout the Antarctic in summer south to the ice
edge, but not within the pack ice zone. In the winter, Southern Hemisphere whales
aggregate into specific nearshore breeding areas in the Atlantic, Indian Ocean and
Pacific (Reilly et al. 2008), Some wintering grounds are fairly localized, e.g. around
island groups, and some are more diffuse, e.g. along the western coast of southern
Africa and the southern coast of West Africa.

In the southeastern Pacific Ocean some southern-summering humpback whales
migrate to Northern Hemisphere breeding grounds in waters off Central and South
America (e.g. Acevedo and Smultea 1995; Flérez-Gonzdlez et al. 1998; Rasmussen et
al. 2007; Stone et al. 1990), a region which may be frequented by whales from North
Pacific Ocean populations during the winter (Acevedo and Smultea 1995). However,
there are currently no genetic, satellite telemetry or sightings evidence of inter-
hemispheric mating events along the eastern Pacific coast (Baker and Medrano-
Gonzalez 2002).




4) Feeding Ecology

Humpback whales are “gulp” feeders, taking in large, discrete mouthfuls of prey
during feeding rather than continuously filtering food, as may be observed in some
other large baleen whales (Ingebrigtsen 1929). Humpback whales have a diverse
diet that appears to vary slightly across feeding aggregation areas. The species is
known to feed primarily on schooling fish and large zooplankton such as
euphausiids (krilD). Known prey organisms include species representing Euphausia,
Thysanoessa, Meganyctiphanes, Clupea, Scomber, Ammodytes, Sardinops,
Engraulis and Mallotus (Baker 1985; Clapham et al. 1997; Geraci et al. 1989). A
study of humpback whale predation on fish near Kodiak, Alaska estimated that
daily food consumption by each humpback whale in the study area during the five:
month feeding season ranged from 338 kg to 370 kg, depending on the available
prey (Witteveen et al. 2006).

Humpback whales exhibit flexible feeding strategies, sometimes foraging atone and
sometimes cooperatively (Clapham 1993). In the Gulf of Alaska, stable groups of
feeding whales have been observed to persist for multiple weeks but do not appear
to be genetically related (Perry et al. 1990). This group stability does not seem to be
the norm across all feeding areas in the Northern Hemisphere.

Feeding behavior is varied as well and frequently features novel capture methods
involving the creation of bubble structures to trap and corral fish; bubble nets,
clouds and curtains are often observed when humpback whales are feeding on
schooling fish (Hain et al. 1982). Lobtailing and repeated underwater “looping”
movements have also been observed or recorded during surface feeding events, and
it may be that certain feeding behaviors are spread through the population by
cultural transmission (Friedlaender et al. 2009; Weinrich et al. 1992). On
Stellwagen Bank, repeated side rolls were recorded when whales were near the
bottom, which likely serves to startle prey out of the substrate for better foraging
access (Friedlaender et al. 2009). In many locations, feeding in the water column
can vary with time of day, with whales bottom feeding at night and surface feeding
during the early daylight hours (Friedlaender et al. 2009).

Humpback whales feed primarily during summer months in higher latitudes,
although occasional feeding may take place while on their breeding grounds or
during migration (Chittleborough 1965). While rare and negligible in amount, fresh
and remnant food organisms have been found from stomach contents of humpback
whales killed off Australia during commercial whaling (Chittleborough 1965). In
more recent years, several cases of observed feeding behavior have been reported on
breeding grounds in the West Indies (Braff et al. 1991), Brazil (de sa Alves et al.
2009) and Mexico {Gendron and Urban 1993), and migratory routes off the western
South Atlantic (Danilewicz et al. 2008) and Southeastern Queensland, Australia
{Stockin and Burgess 2005). In the North Pacific, a sub-adult humpback whale was
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documented apparently feeding on mackerel off Maui (Salden 19580). The full extent
of feeding on breeding grounds and migration routes are unknown.

A study examining the impact of humpback whale predation on Pacific herring
populations in the Gulf of Alaska found that the rebounding population of
humpback whales in Prince William Sound may be exerting top-down controlling
pressure, although such impacts are not ubiquitous at this time (Rice et al. 2010).
However, ecological impacts of humpback whales through foraging will likely
increase as their populations continue to recover.

5) Reproduction

The mating system for humpback whales is generally thought to be male-dominance
polygyny, also described as a “floating lek” (Clapham 1996). In this system, multiple
males compete for individual females and exhibit competitive behavior. Humpback
‘song’ is a long, complex vocalization (Payne and McVay 1971) preduced by males on
the winter breeding grounds, and also less commonly, on migration (Cato 1991;
Clapham and Mattila 1990) and seasonally on feeding grounds (Clark and Clapham
2004). Behavioral studies suggest that song is used to advertise for females, and/or
to establish dominance among males (Darling and Bérubé 2001; Darling et al. 2006;
Tyack 1981). '

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the timing and location of reproduction.
Observations indicate that mating occurs six months apart in the two hemispheres,
Differing estimates of testis weight from the breeding and feeding grounds (and no
spermatozoa detected on feeding grounds; Symons and Weston 1958) indicate that
there is seasonal variation in sperm production (Chittleborough 1985; Omura 1653),
further supporting the asynchrony of seasonal mating between the Northern and
Southern Hemisphere populations. Ovulation is also seasonal (Chittleborough
1957), suggesting that if individual whales travel between the hemispheres outside
their usual estrus period, this seasonality may prohibit successful reproduction.
Encounters on common breeding grounds between whales at the very end or start of
their respective winter breeding seasons (e.g. in Panama and Costa Rica) may
result in successful reproduction, although there are currently no genetic, satellite
telemetry or sightings evidence of inter-hemispheric mating events.

In the Northern Hemisphere, sexual maturity has been estimated at 5-11 years of
age and appears to vary both within and among populations (Clapham 1992;
Gabriele et al. 2007; Robbins 2007). Average age at sexual maturity for eastern
Australian humpback whales is suggested to be 9-11 years, based on recalibrated
age estimates from humpback whales killed during the whaling period {(Fleming
and Jackson 2011). No other estimates of age to sexual maturity have yet been
reported from other Southern Hemisphere breeding grounds.
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In the Northern Hemisphere, calving intervals were found to be between one and
five years, though 2+3 years appears to be most common (Steiger and Calambokidis
2000; Wiley and Clapham 1993). Mean calving rates are estimated to be between
0.38 and 0.50 calves per mature female per year (Clapham and Mayo 1990; Steiger
and Calambokidis 2000; Straley et al. 1994) and reproduction is annually variable
{Robbins 2007). Calving rates were observed to be higher on breeding grounds than
feeding grounds (Baker et al. 1987); this likely reflects either sampling bias or
neonatal mortality, or both,

In the Southern Hemisphere, most information on humpback population
characteristics and life history was obtained during the whaling period. Post-
partum ovulation is reasonably common (Chittleborough 1865) and inter-birth
intervals of a single year have occasionally been recorded. This may be a
consequence of early calf mortality: the associated survival rates for annually born
calves are unknown in the Southern Hemisphere.

Gestation is 11-12 months, and calves are born in sub-tropical waters (Matthews
1937). Lactation is 10.5-11 months (Chittleborough 1965), while weaning begins to
occur at about age six months and calves attain maternal independence around the
end of their first year (Clapham and Mayo 1990). In the Northern Hemisphere,
humpback whales exhibit maternal fidelity to specific feeding regions (Baker et al.
1990; Martin et al. 1984), but this has yet to be confirmed in the Southern
Hemisphere,

The gex ratio of adults is roughly 1:1 males:females; surveye of fetal sex ratios from
Western Australia and the Antarctic were slightly biased towards males (1.02:1-
1.04:1, Chittleborough 1957) but it is not known if juvenile survival or abortion
rates are equivalent between sexes {Chittleborough 1957). Where it has been
studied, sex ratios were found to be at parity across age classes (Gulf of Maine
feeding ground and Hawaii breeding ground) {Clapham et al. 1995; Glockner-
Ferrari and Ferrari 1990).

The oldest known humpback whale was documented by Chittleborough (1965);
reanalysis of his ear-plug lamination data using an accumulation rate of one
Growth Layer Group per year suggests this whale was 95 vears of age when killed.
The average generation time for humpback whales (the average age of all
reproductively active females at carrying capacity) has been estimated at 21.5
years, based on a compilation of some of the life history parameters reviewed above
(Taylor et al. 2007). Estimated annual rates of population increase range from 0-4%
to 12.56% for different times and areas throughout the range and in the Northern
Hemisphere (Baker et al. 1992; Barlow and Clapham 1997; Clapham et al. 2003;
Steiger and Calambokidis 2000); however, it is generally accepted that any rate
above 11.8% per year is biologically impossible for this species (Zerbini et al. 2010).
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6) Genetics

Humpback whales exhibit antiropical-distribution (Davies 1962), separating the
northern and southern hemisphere populations. The northern hemisphere
population is further divided by continental land masses into the North Pacific and
North Atlantic populations (Baker et al. 1994; Valsecchi eta al. 1997). The southern
hemisphere population has a circumpolar distribution throughout the southern
oceans. Significant differences in the three principal oceanic populations have been
shown through mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) and microsatellite analyses,
suggesting that gene flow between oceans is minimal and migration between
oceanic populations is limited to no more than a few females per generation (Baker
et al. 1993, 1994; Valsecchi et al. 1997). Of the 22 mtDNA haplotypes found in the
world-wide survey of 230 individuals, only three were found in more than one ocean
(Baker et al. 1994). Of the three haplotypes occurring in more than one ocean, only
one was found to be common to the North Pacific and Southern Oceans. No
haplotype was common to all three oceanic populations.

Genetic differentiation within the North Pacific population appears to be much
more complex (Baker et al. 2008), parallel to the population structure described
from migratory movements (Barlow et al. 2011). Earlier studies found significant
genetic differentiation to support the division of the North Pacific population into a
central stock that feeds in Alaska and winters in Hawaii, and an eastern stock that
feeds along the coast of California and winters near Mexico (Baker et al. 1994).
However, gene flow per generation within the North Pacific population was found to
be more frequent than between North Pacific population and other oceanic
populations (Southern Ocean and Northern Atlantic), with gene flow between
Hawaii and Mexico breeding areas estimated to be 13 females per generation and
gene flow between Central North Pacific and Eastern North Pacific estimated to be
approximately 6.6 females per generation (Baker et al. 1994). Nuclear
differentiation has been found to be less pronounced compared to mtDNA,
suggesting male-biased gene flow in the North Pacific humpback whale population
(Baker et al. 1998).

Preliminary analysis of genetic samples from the SPLASH project (gzeneSPLASH,
Baker et al. 2008) is the most comprehensive information currently available for
mitochondrial DNA diversity and population structure among North Pacific
humpback whales. Results from geneSPLASH supported previous characterization
of strong maternal fidelity to migratory destinations (Baker et al. 2008). High levels
of differentiation were found among feeding regions of Russia, southeastern Alaska,
and California/Oregon, and also between breeding regions of Okinawa and Central
America. A large number of significant differences were also found between feeding
and breeding regions, even for those regions known to be strongly associated by
patterns of individual migration (Baker et al. 2008). These results show that there
is not a one-to-one relationship of feeding and breeding grounds in the North
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Pacific, with majority of the areas representing ‘mixed-stocks’ with connections to
multiple migratory destinations (Baker et al. 2008). The extent of reproductive
isolation between regions has yvet to be determined using SPLASH data.

7) Mortality Rate

Annual adult mortality rates between 0.049 and 0.037 have been estimated for the
Gulf of Maine and the North Pacific Hawaiian Islands populations (Barlow and
Clapham 1997; Mizroch et al. 2004). In the Southern Hemisphere, estimates of
adult survival have been made using photo-identification sightings in Hervey Bay,
East Australia (1987-2006) and range between 0.87-1.00 (Chaloupka et al. 1999).
Sex-specific survival has been studied on two humpback whale feeding grounds to
date, with conflicting results. Adult survival was found to be lower for females than
for males in the Gulf of Maine, with both primiparous and parous females
exhibiting reduced average annual survival after calving (Robbins 2007). By
contrast, adult fermale survival was found to be slightly higher than male survival
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence (Ramp et al. 2010}, The reason for these differences has
not yet been determined.

Calf (6 months and older) survival estimated for the Gulf of Maine was low (0.664,
95% CI: 0.517-0.784) and annually variable (Robbins 2007). Barlow and Clapham
(1997) estimated a theoretical calf mortality rate of 0.125 on the Gulf of Maine
feeding ground. Using associations of calves with identified mothers on North
Pacific breeding and feeding grounds, Gabriele (2001) estimated 6-month mortality
to be 0.182 (95% confidence intervals (CI) 0.023-0.518). No estimates of neonatal
survival {0-6 months) are yet available for Southern Hemisphere humpback whale
populations due to the logistical difficulty of surveys and absence of defined feeding
areas for most populations. Survival of calves (6-12 months) and juveniles {(1-5
years) has not been described in detail for the Southern Hemisphere. A summary of
?ublighed life history parameters for humpbacks whales is provided in Zerbini et al.
2010).

POPULATION STATUS AND TRENDS

The most recent assessment under the IUCN Red List concluded that the global
population of humpback whales totals more than 60,000 animals (Reilly et al. 2008).
All the new assessments of humpback whale stocks conducted by the IWC Scientific
Committee to date indicate that the stocks concerned have recovered to levels at or
above their 1940 level. Because the IWC Scientific Committee has not yvet conducted
assessments for the North Pacific and for four of the seven recognized Southern
Hemisphere stocks, it is not yet possible to formally gauge the world population
level relative to the 1940 level. However, given the increase rates observed in 4
several of the unassessed North Pacific and Southern Hemisphere stocks, the ITUCN
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determined that there is little reason to suppose that the world population is still
below 50% of the 1940 level, and downlisted humpback whales under the JTUCN Red
List from its previous “Vulnerable” classification to “Least Concern” (Reilly et al.
2008).

North Pacific humpback whale populations were estimated to be at about 15,000
prior to commercial exploitation in the twentieth century (Rice 1978), however,
uncertainty remaing in the accuracy of the estimate based on whaling data. About
21,000 humpback whales are recorded caught by modern whaling in the North
Pacific in the 20th century, of which about 14,000 were in the eastern North Pacific
and 7,000 in the west JWC 2006). Included in these figures are about 2,500
humpbacks taken illegally by USSR fleets during 1961-65, that were concealed at
the time, mainly in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea (Doroshenko 2000). In
addition, nearly 20,000 unspecified whales were caught in the early 20th century, of
which a substantial number probably were humpbacks. The latter were taken
primarily in the eastern North Pacific, except that the locations of about 9,000
unspecified whales taken by American pelagic whalers during 1911-1919 have not
yet been ascertained. Approximate numbers in the North Pacific after the end of
commercial whaling in 1966 were estimated at about 1,400 (Gambell 1976) and
1,200 {(Johnson and Wolman 1984).

Prior to the SPLASH study, the most complete estimate of abundance for humpback
whales in the North Pacific was from data collected in 1991-93, with g best mark-
recapture estimate of 6,010 (CV = 0.08) for the entire North Pacific, using a winter-
to-winter comparison (Calambokidis et al. 1997). Estimates for Hawaii and Mexico
were higher using marks from summer feeding areas with recaptures on the winter
grounds, and totaled almost 10,000 summed across all winter areas. In the SPLASH
study, the estimate of abundance using between-sample matches of photo-identified
individuals was 21,808 (CV=0.04) without bias correction and 21,063 after
correcting for a net bias of +3.5% (Barlow et al. 2011). The current best estimate of
the North Pacific humpback whale population is therefore the bias-corrected 2004-
2006 abundance of 21,063. This estimate is likely to be lower than the true’
abundance due to two additional sources of bias® individual heterogeneity in the
probability of being sampled and the likely existence of an unknown and unsampled
breeding area. Results of the SPLASH study confirm that the overall humpback
whale population in the North Pacific has continued to increase and is now greater
than some prior estimates of prewhaling abundance.

Among wintering areas, Hawaii was estimated at near10,000 or about 57% of the
population, the three Mexican areas totaled 6,000-7,000 (with Baja the largest at
about 5,000 and Revillagigedos and Mainland Mexico at about 750), Asia was
estimated at about 1,000 and Central America at about 500 whales (Calambokidis
et al. 2008). Among feeding areas, regional estimates differed greatly among
models. Average estimates of abundance ranged from about 100-700 for Russia,
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6,000-14,000 for the Bering Sea and Aleutians, 3,000-5,000 each for the Gulf of
Alaska (W and N) and the combined SE Alaska and N British Columbia area, 200~
400 for Washington/S British Columbia , and 1,400-1,700 for California-Oregon
(Calambokidis et al. 2008).

The SPLASH estimate is considerably higher than the only other recent estimate of
abundance for the entire North Pacific (~6,000~10,000) based on the photo-
identification capture-recapture study using data from 1990 to 1993 (Calambokidis
et al. 1997). Comparing the SPLASH best estimate with the median estimate of
8,000 in 1990-1993, the increase by a factor of 2.75 over approximately 13 yr
corresponds to a population growth rate of 8.1% per year (Barlow et al. 2011). No
other estimates exist for the growth rate of the North Pacific population as a whole.
Comparisons of SPLASH abundance estimates for Hawaii to estimates from 1991-
93 gave estimates of annual increase that ranged from 5.5 to 6.0% (Calambokidis et
al. 2008; Figure 3). All other subregions of North Pacific humpback whales, where
data are available, show a consistent annual rate of increase in recent decades
(Allen and Angliss 2012; Calambokidis et al. 2008).
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Figure 3. Population estimates of wintering humpback whales in Hawaii, 1979-2006. (Data
sources: Darling et al. 1983; Baker and Herman 1987; Calambokidis et al. 1997: Mobley et al.
2001; Calambokidis et al. 2008)
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DISTINCT POPULATION SEGMENT

NMFS should recognize the North Pacific population of humpback whale as a
distinct population segment (DPS). In 1996, NMFS adopted a policy on recognizing
DPSs of vertebrate fish or wildlife species for the purposes of listing, delisting, and
reclassifying species under the ESA (61 FR 4722, February 7, 1996). Three elements
are considered in a decision regarding the status of a possible DPS as endangered or
threatened under the Act. These are applied similarly for consideration of additions
to the lists of endangered and threatened wildlife and plants, reclassifications, and
removals from the lists. The three elements include: (1) discreteness of the
population segment in relation to the remainder of the species to which it belongs;
(2) the significance of the population segment to the species to which it belongs; and
(3) the population segment's conservation status in relation to the Act's standards
for listing (i.e., is the population segment, when treated as if it were a species,
endangered or threatened?).

Disereteness

To be considered a DPS, a population first must be discrete. According to the DPS
policy, a population segment of a vertebrate species may be considered discrete if it
satisfies either one of the following conditions:

1. Itis markedly separated from other populations of the same taxon as a
consequence of physical, physiological, ecological, or behavioral factors,
Quantitative measures of genetic or morphological discontinuity may provide
evidence of this separation.

2. It is delimited by international governmental boundaries within which
differences in control of exploitation, management of habitat, conservation
gtatus, or regulatory mechanisms exist that are significant in light of section
4{a)(1)(D) of the Act.

The best available science indicates that the humpback whale population in the
North Pacific is unequivocally separated spatially, genetically and morphologically
from humpback whale populations in the Southern Hemisphere (Fleming and
Jackson 2011). However, population structure within the North Pacific population
is complex, and neither migratory patterns nor genetic evidence provide conclusive
evidence for further dividing the North Pacific population into distinct segments.
Therefore, NMFS should consider the North Pacific population as a discrete
segment for consideration of a DPS under the ESA.
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Spatial Separation

Humpback whales exhibit antiropical-distribution (Davies 1962), separating the
northern and southern hemisphere populations. The northern hemisphere
population is further divided by continental land masses into the North Pacific and
North Atlantic populations (Baker et al. 1994; Valsecchi eta al. 1997). The southern
hemisphere population has a circumpolar distribution throughout the southern
oceans.

Humpback whales in the northern and southern hemispheres of the Pacific Ocean
are separated spatially based on their seasonal migratory patterns. In the North
Pacific, humpback whale feed in higher latitudes during the boreal summer and
breed in lower latitudes north of the equator during the boreal winter. In the South
Pacific, humpback whales feed in the Antarctic during the austral summer (boreal
winter) and breed in lower latitudes south of the equator during the austral winter
(boreal summer).

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the timing and location of reproduction.
Observations indicate that mating occurs six months apart in the two hemispheres,
Differing estimates of testis weight from the breeding and feeding grounds {(and no
spermatozoa detected on feeding grounds; Symons and Weston 1958) indicate that
there is seasonal variation in sperm production (Chittleborough 1965; Omura 1953),
further supporting the asynchrony of seasonal mating between the Northern and
Southern Hemisphere populations. Ovulation is also seasonal (Chittleborough
1957), suggesting that if individual whales travel between the hemispheres outside
their usual eatrus period, this seasonality may prohibit successful reproduction.
Encounters on common breeding grounds between whales at the very end or start of
their respective winter breeding seasons (e.g. in Panama and Costa Rica) may
result in successful reproduction, although no evidence is currently available to
support this.

Within the North Pacific, migratory movements and population structure are much
more complex (Barlow et al. 2011; Calambokidis et al. 2008; Figure 1) than the
separation among the three oceanic populations. Current evidence from photo-
identification suggest that feeding areas throughout the North Pacific receive
whales migrating from a combination of breeding areas, breeding areas represent
whales from a number of feeding areas, and some interchange also occurs between
breeding areas (Barlow et al. 2011; Figure 2). While a high degree of structure has
been found, the complex patterns make it difficult to define distinct population
structures of humpback whales within the North Pacific based on migratory
movements.
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Genetic Distinction

There is strong evidence of ecological and evolutionary differentiation between the
Northern and Southern Hemisphere populations of humpback whales. Significant
differences in the three principal oceanic populations in the North Pacific, North
Atlantic, and Southern Oceans have been shown through mitochondrial DNA
{(mtDNA) and microsatellite analyses, suggesting that gene flow between oceans is
mimmal and migration between oceanic populations ia limited to no more than a
foew females per generation (Baker et al. 1993, 1994; Valsecchi et al. 1997). Of the 22
mtDNA haplotypes found in the world-wide survey of 230 individuals, only three
were found in more than one ocean (Baker et al. 1994). Of the three haplotypes
occurring in more than one ocean, only one was found to be common to the North
Pacific and Southern Oceans. No haplotype was common to all three oceanic
populations.

Genetic differentiation within the North Pacific population is much more complex,
as seen in the preliminary analysis of genetic samples from the SPLASH project
{Baker et al. 2008) and parallel to the population structure described from
migratory movements (Barlow et al. 2011). While high levels of differentiation have
been found among some combination of feeding and breeding areas, current
evidence show that there is not a one-to-one relationship of feeding and breeding
grounds in the North Pacific, with majority of the areas representing ‘mixed-stocks’
with connections to multiple migratory destinations (Baker et al. 2008). The extent
of reproductive isolation between regions has yet to be determined using SPLASH
data. Current genetic evidence is therefore insufficient to delineate North Pacific
humpback whales into more discrete population segments. However, genetic
distinction between the North Pacific population and other populations supports
delineation of the North Pacific population as a discrete segment.

Morphological Differences

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the patterning and extent of ventral fluke and
lateral pigmentation (Rosenbaum et al, 1995). North Pacific populations of
humpback whales are characterized by significantly more dark-colored flukes, while
the Southern Ocean stocks consist of individuals with significantly more light-
colored flukes (Rosenbaum et al. 1995).

Significance

If & population segment is considered discrete, its biological and ecological
significance will then be considered in light of Congressional guidance {see Senate
Report 151, 96th Congress, 1st Session) that the authority to list DPS’s be used
“sparingly” while encouraging the conservation of genetic diversity. In carrying out
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this examination, NMFS will consider available scientific eviaence of the DPS's
importance to the taxon to which it belongs. According to the policy, this
consideration may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Persistence of the discrete population segment in an ecological setting
unusual or unique for the taxon,

2. Evidence that loss of the discrete population segment would result in a
significant gap in the range of a taxon,

3. Evidence that the discrete population segment represents the only
surviving natural occurrence of a taxon that may be more abundant
elsewhere as an introduced population outside its historic range, or

4. Evidence that the discrete population segment differs markedly from other
populations of the species in its genetic characteristics.

Because precise circumstances will vary considerably from case to case, it is not
possible to describe prospectively all the classes of information that might bear on
the biological and ecological importance of a DPS.

Several classes of information provide compelling evidence of the biclogical and
ecological significance of the North Pacific humpback whale population. This
information demonstrates the potential for a significant gap in the species’ range if
the North Pacific humpback whale stock i1s extirpated, and also the marked genetic
differentiation in this population from other populations of humpback whales.

Significant Gap in the Species Hange

If the North Pacific humpback whale population is deemed to be a geographically
broad and distinct population of humpback whales as the prevailing information
suggests, loss of this population would result in & significant gap in the range of
humpback whale. Loss of this population would create an extensive gap in the
species distribution as there are no other breeding populations of humpback whales
in the northern hemisphere of the Pacific Ocean that migrates to higher latitudes of
the North Pacific. A portion of the Southern Hemisphere humpback whales migrate
north of the equator to breeding grounds in the eastern Pacific, but these
individuals utilize foraging grounds in the Southern Oceans. In addition, migration
between North Pacific, Southern Oceans, and North Atlantic populations of
humpback whales are considered to be approximately one female per generation
(Baker et al. 1994), making timely repopulation from the southern hemisphere
unlikely if the North Pacific population were extirpated from its range.
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However, because of the genetic exchange that occurs between the humpback whale
subgroups in the North Pacific, decreases in smaller subgroups, such as Asia or
Central America, would probably not create a significant gap in the population’s
range. In the recent draft policy interpreting the phrase “significant portion of its
range,” NMFS and FWS stated as follows:

[Tlo determine if a portion of a species’ range is significant, FWS
or NMFS would ask whether, without that portion, the
representation, redundancy, or resiliency of the species—or the
four viability characteristics used more commonly by NMFS-—
would be so impaired that the species would have an increased
vulnerability to threats to the point that the overall species
would be in danger of extinction (i.e., would be “endangered”). If
sa, the portion is significant.

(76 FR 76987, at 76994). Here, because the numbers of whales in the Western and
Central American portions of the North Pacific population are small relative to the
total population, and because there is some degree of cross-over between different
subgroups in the North Pacific, changes in those populations will not have
significant impacts on the North Pacific population as a whole. Therefore, those
portions are probably not “significant” under the new draft policy.

Marked Genetic Differences

The genetic uniqueness of the North Pacific population, as described above, further
increases the importance of the population, as complete extermination of the North
Pacific stock would eliminate those genetic traits and lineages from the worldwide
population of humpback whales.

DELISTING

Once designated as a Distinct Population Segment, NMFS should delist the North
Pacific DPS of humpback whales. NMFEFS may delist a species if, after a review of
the status of the species, the best scientific and commercial information available
substantiate that it is neither endangered nor threatened and protection under the
ESA is no longer required. 40 CFR 424.11{(d) (2011). In determining whether a
species should be delisted, NMF'S considers:

(1) The present or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its

hahitat or range:
(2) Over utilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational

purposes,
{3) Disease or predation;
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{4) The inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms; or
{5) Other natural or manmade factors affecting its continued existence.

40 CFR 424(c), (d).

The Final Recovery Plan for the Humpback Whale (NMFS 1991) specified the goals
of the plan as follows:

This Plan recommends actions designed to help humpback whale populations to
grow to at least 60% of their abundance before commercial hunting and to
expand into formerly occupied ranges. Since it is not yet possible to estimate pre-
hunting population sizes sufficiently accurately, an interim goal is recommended
that humpback whale populations addressed in this Plan double in size within
the next 20 years. )

According to one estimate, North Pacific humpback whale populations were
estimated to be at about 15,000 prior to commercial exploitation in the twentieth
century (Rice 1978). Based on the most recent population estimate produced from
the SPL.ASH data collected from 2004 to 2006, the North Pacific humpback whale
population now number over 21,000 animals (Barlow et al. 2011), exceeding the pre-
exploitation estimate. Prior to the SPLASH study, the most complete estimate of
abundance for humpback whales in the North Pacific was from data collected in
1991-93, with a best mark-recapture estimate of 6,010 (CV = 0.08) for the entire
North Pacific {Calambokidis et al. 1997). Further, the Hawaii breeding population
was estimated between 2,754-4,000 (Calambokidis et al. 1997; Mobley et al. 2001) in
the early 1990s, while the current best estimate is 10,103. These eatimates show
that the North Pacific humpback whale population has met the interim goal set
forth by the Recovery Plan, and have also likely met the long-term goal.

The petitioner has reviewed the best available scientific information regarding the
listing factors in Section 4(a)}1) of the ESA and provides the following assessment of
each factor.

(1) The North Pacific humpback whale population is not faced with the present
or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its habitat or
range.

Humpback whales utilize a wide variety of habitats in the North Pacific while in
feeding and breeding areas and during migrations. Though there are a few
exceptions, most whales in breeding areas have been found in water depths of less
than 200m (Chittleborough 1953; Oviedo and Solis 2008; Winn et al. 1975). The
lower temperature limit for suitable humpback whale breeding habitat is estimated
at 21.1°C (Rasmussen et al. 2007). Some studies have found humpback whale
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distribution to be correlated with group composition (e.g., females with calves, solo
animals, singers etc.) (Craig and Herman 2000; Frankel et al. 1995; Smultea 1994).

In the Recovery Plan, NMFS identified two primary threats to humpback whale
habitat: chemical pollution (including oil spills) and coastal development (NMFS
18991). A recent assessment of humpback whales worldwide (Fleming and Jackson
2011) similarly identified pollution as a threat to humpback whale habitat, but did
not identify coastal development as a threat. Humphack whale populations
throughout the Pacific have more than doubled since the Recovery Plan was
completed, during which time coastal development has continued in both breeding
and feeding habitats.

Organic contaminants have been detected in humpback whales on Northern
Hemisphere feeding grounds (Elfes et al. 2010). Concentrations of organic
contaminants were high in some areas, likely reflecting proximity to industrialized
areas and prey choice. Contaminants such as DDT and PCBs were found in higher
concentrations in older animals (Elfes et al. 2010). However, concentrations of
organic contaminants in humpback whales were on average low relative to levels
found in odontocetes (O"Shea and Brownell 1894). The health effects of different
contaminants are currently unknown for humpback whales (Fleming and Jackson
2011). The population level impact of contaminants is unknown at this time,
although Elfes (2010} suggests the levels found in humpbacks are unlikely to have a
significant impact on their persistence as a population (Fleming and Jackson 2011) .

There 1s very little known about the effects of oil or petroleum on cetaceans and
especially on mysticetes (Flemming and Jackson 2011). However, the Exxon Valdez
oil spill of 1989 did not significantly impact humpback whales in Prince Williams
Sounds (Dahlheim and Von Ziegesar 1993).

Pollution from untreated industrial and domestic wastewater has been implicated
as a causal factor for algal blooms, some of which are detrimental to marine
organisms (Fleming and Jackson 2011). Toxins produced by different algae can be
concentrated as they move up the food chain, particularly during algal blooms.
Naturally occurring toxin peisoning can be the cause of whale stranding events and
is particularly implicated when unusual mortality events occur. Several cases of
unusual mortality events have been documented for humpback whales, all of which
have occurred on the 1.5, East Coast and none in the North Pacific population.
Toxins from algae are therefore a negligible threat to North Pacific humpback
whales.

There are no known adverse effects to humpback whales from global climate
change, although several possible impacts have been suggested, including impacts
to abundance and distribution of prey (Fleming and Jackson 2011).
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In summary, no current or specific impacts have been identified for North Pacific
humpback whales due to either pollution or coastal development, the two primary
threats identified for the whale population. Thus, due to this lack of significant
threats to its long-term survival, the North Pacific humpback whale population does
not appear to be faced with any threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment
of its habitat or range.

(2) The North Pacific humpback whale population is not subject to
overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational

purposes.

Humpback whales were commercially exploited during the Twentieth Century,
reducing the North Pacific humpback whale population from an estimated 15,000 in
the early 1900s (Rice 1978) to approximately 1,400 after the whaling ended
(GGambell 1976). The International Whaling Commission IWC) prohibited
commercial whaling of humpback whales in 1966, and the 1.8, designated the
species as “endangered” under the Endangered Species Conservation Act (ESCA) in
1970. The ESCA was later replaced by the ESA in 1978, and humpback whales
remain protected from commercial whaling at both international and domestic
levels.

The IWC established an international moratorium on the whaling of all large whale
species in 1982, Since the whaling moratorium was put into effect, some nations
have continued to hunt whales under Article VIII of the International Convention
for the Regulation of Whaling, which allows the killing of whales for scientific
research purposes. However, no humpback whales are currently declared as a
target of scientific research takes, While genetic monitoring surveys of Japanese
market whale products (1993-2009) have detected tissue from 17 different
humpback whales (Steel et al. 2009), these takes are likely to have negligible
population impact. Therefore, the North Pacific humpback whale population is not
subject to overutilization for commercial purposes.

Whale-watch tourism is a global industry with major economic value for many
coastal communities (O'Connor et al. 2009). It has been expanding rapidly since the
1980s, with great variation in the extent of regulation and intensity of the activity
among regions (Hoyt 2000). Whale watching operations have been documented in
119 countries worldwide as of 2008, including on many humpback whale feeding
grounds, breeding grounds and migratory corridors (O'Connor et al. 2009). Research
to determine population-level effects of whale watching on humpback whales
showed that calving rate and calf survival at age two were not negatively affected
by whale watching activities (Weinrich and Corbelli 2009). The most common
responge of humpback whales to whale watch boats is increased swimming speed,
and little evidence exists that whale watching activities have significant effects on
interbreath intervale and blow rates (Senigaglia et al. 2012).
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Efforts to manage whale watching operations have included limiting the number of
whale watching vessels, limiting vessel approach distances to whales, specifying the
manner of operating around whales and establishing limits to the period of
exposure of the whales.

In Hawaii and Alaska, federal law prohibits approaching humpback whales closer
than 100 yards when on the water or disrupt normal behavior (50 CFR § 224.103).
In addition, operating any aircraft within 1,000 feet of humpback whales is also
prohibited in Hawaii, Therefore, the North Pacific humpback whale population is
not subject to overutilization for recreational purposes.

(3) According to the best scientific information, disease and predation are not
factors that affect the North Pacific humpback whale’s recovery.

At present, North Pacific humpback whale recovery 1s not affected by any disease or
predation. However, direct monitoring of species biochemistry and pathology, as
used to determine the state of health in humans and domestic animals {e.g.
hematology, serum biochemistry, immune function markers), is very limited for
humpback whales as for most marine mamimals, and there is little published on
humpback disease as a result. Humpback whales do carry a crustacean
ectoparasite (the cyamid Cyamus boopis). However, while the whale is the main
source of nutrition for this parasite (Schell et al. 2000), there is little evidence that
it contributes to whale mortality {(Fleming and Jackson 2011).

The most common predator of humpback whales is the killer whale {(Oreinus orca,
Jefferson et al. 1991), although actual attacks are rarely observed. Predation by
large sharks is also likely to occur, and attacks by false killer whales (Pseudorea
crassidens), although rare, have also been reported or inferred (Fleming and
Jackson 2011).

In the North Pacific, most killer whale attacks on humpback whales occur at or
near the wintering grounds, and a substantial portion of the attacks occur in the
eastern North Pacific (Steiger et al. 2008). However, these attacks are unlikely to be
gignificantly affecting the recovery of the North Pacific population. Therefore, at
this time neither disease nor predation sigmficantly affect the North Pacific
humpback whale’s recovery.

(4) Existing regulatory mechanisms adequately protect the North Pacific
humpback whale.

North Pacific humpback whales will be adequately protected through local, federal,
and international regulatory mechanisms, even if ESA protections are removed.
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Humpback whales are protected as indigenous wildlife under Hawaii
Administrative Rules 13-124. The State law prohibits the capture, possession,
injury, killing, destruction, sale, transport, or export of indigenous wildlife. The
listing of humpback whales as indigenous wildlife is independent of the species’
ESA status.

All marine mammals, regardlesa of their status under the ESA, are protected under
the U.S. Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972. The MMPA prohibits,
with certain exceptions, the “take” of marine mammals in U.S. waters and by U.S.
citizens on the high seas, and the importation of marine mammals and marine
mammal products into the U.S. Under the MMPA, “take” is defined as “haraas,
hunt, capture, kill or collect, or attempt to harass, hunt, capture, kill or collect.”
Since the 1994 amendment of the MMPA, NMFS annually prepares marine
mammal stock assessment reports (SARs). Information on each stock’s population
estimates, status, and human-caused mortality and serious injury (M&SI) are
reported in SARs, which provide an adequate mechanism for monitoring marine
mammal populations and impacts to populations over time. Currently, three
separate SARs are prepared for the North Pacific population: California-Oregon-
Washington; Central North Pacific; and Western North Pacific. Furthermore,
NMFS may convene take reduction teams (TRT) for certain marine mammal stocks
with M&SI levels exceeding the stock’s potential biclogical removal (PBR) to
develop a plan to reduce incidental take to sustainable levels. M&SI levels for the
three North Pacific humpback whale stocke are below PBR {Allen and Angliss 2012:
Caretta et al. 2011), and thus no TRT has been convened to date for these stocks.

The Hawaii breeding population of North Pacific humpback whale is protected by
the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. The
Sanctuary was created by Congress in 1992 to protect humpback whales and their
habitat in Hawaii, and 18 the only single-species Sanctuary in its system. It is
administered by the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration “NOAA”) in paritnership with the State of Hawaii's Department of
Land and Natural Resources. The Sanctuary’s Management Plan (2002) requires
management of the Sanctuary to: conserve, enhance, and protect humpback whales
and their habitat and promote and coordinate research to enhance the
understanding of humpback whales and their habitat, and to improve management
decision-making.

To enforce these goals, the Sanctuary has regulations, prohibiting:

» Approaching, or causing a vessel or other object to approach, within the
Sanctuary, by any means, within 100 yards of any humpback whale except as
authorized under the MMPA, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq., and the
ESA, as amended, 16 1J.5.C. 1531 et seq..

s Operating any aircraft above the Sanctuary within 1,000 feet of any
humpback whale except when in any designated flight corridor for takeoff or
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landing from an airport or runway or as authorized under the MMPA and the
ESA;

» Taking any humpback whale in the Sanctuary except as authorized under
the MMPA and the ESA; and

¢ Possessing within the Sanctuary (regardless of where taken) any living or
dead humpback whale or part thereof taken in violation of the MMPA or the
ESA.

Five additional National Marine Sanctuaries are located within the North Pacific
humpback whale range: Olympic Coast, Cordell Bank, Gulf of the Farallones,
Monterey Bay, and Channel Islands (Figure 4). Additional protection for humpback
whales and their habitat is also provided by the Papahanaumokuakea Marine
National Monument, which encompasses 139,797 square miles of ocean around the
Northwestern Hawailan Islands.
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Figure 4. Locations of National Marine Sanctuaries and Marine National Monuments. (Map
source: http:/olympiccoast.noaa.govivisitorivigitormaps/visitormaps. html)

Internationally, humpback whales are protected under the International Whaling
Commission (JWC), established under the International Convention for the
Regulation of Whaling of 1946. IWC prohibited commercial whaling of North Pacific
humpback whales in 1966, and an international moratorium on the whaling of all
large whale species was established in 1982. No commercial whaling of humpback
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whales has taken place since the moratorium. Some nations have continued to hunt
whales under Article VIII of the International Convention for the Regulation of
Whaling, which allows the killing of whales for scientific research purposes.
However, no humpback whales are currently declared as a target of scientific
research takes, The current moratorium on commercial whaling will remain in
place unless a 75% majority of IWC signatory members vote to lift it.

Under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
{CMS), humpback whales are currently listed in Appendix I (“Endangered”). CMS
Parties are required to protect Appendix I species where they occur, conserve or
restore habitats, mitigate obstacles to migration, and control other endangering
factors. Humpback whales are also listed in Appendix I (“threatened with
extinction”) under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Trade of specimens of Appendix I species is
permitted only in exceptional circumstances.

Together, all of these state and federal laws and programs will provide sufficient
protection for the North Pacific humpback whale, even without ESA protection.

(6) No other natural or manmade factors affect the population’s continued
existence. :

In the Recovery Plan, NMFS identified several known and potential impacts to
humpback whales, including collision with ships, entrapment and entanglement in
fishing gear, and acoustic disturbance (NMFS 1991). A recent assessment of
humpback whales worldwide (Fleming and Jackson 2011) similarly identified these
factors as having potential impacts to humpback whale populations. While these
threats may pose risks to individual animals in the population, the steady increase
in population throughout the North Pacific indicates that cumulatively, these
threats have not curtailed the recovery and growth of the humpback whale
population, and therefore not affecting its continued existence.

Collisions with ships have been reported in both feeding and breeding areas of the
North Pacific humpback whale range. Ship strikes may result in life-threatening
trauma or mortality for the whale, although the severity of injuries depends
primarily on speed and size of the vessel. Worldwide, humpback whales are the
second-most commonly reported species involved in vessel strikes after fin whales
(Fleming and Jackson 2011). Calves and juvenile whales are thought to be more
susceptible to vessel collisions (Wiley and Asmutis 1995).

Within the North Pacific, ship strike reports in Hawaii and Alaska have increased
over the years, although such increases likely reflect increasing humpback whale
populations and increase in vessels operating in humpback whale habitat (Lammers
et al. 2003). A large percentage of ship strikes in Hawaii and Alaska are non-fatal,
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and primarily occur with pleasure crafts and commercial whale watching vessels
(Douglas et al. 2008). In Hawaii, 22 reports of vessel collisions were reported
between 1975 and 2003 (Lammers et al. 2008), with the highest level of interaction
reported from Maui where whale watching activities are active and whale numbers
are high. In more recent years, vessel collisions with humpback whales
overwintering in Hawaii have been reported at rates of 6.8 whales per year in 2005-
2009 and 5.0 whales per year in 2010-2011 {Chow 2012). In Alaska, 62 vessel
collisions with large whale species were reported from 1978-2008, involving a wide
range of vessel types (Fleming and Jackson 2011). In addition, Douglas and
colleagues (2008) summarized ship strike information off the Washington coast and
the Strait of Juan de Fuca from 1980-2006 and found only one record of a possible
ship-struck humpback whale.

The most recent stock assessment reports {(SARs) for the three North Pacific
humpback whale stocks report a small number of ship strikes. For the
California/Oregon/Washington stock, the average number of documented humpback
whale deaths by ship strikes for 2004-2008 was 0.4 animals per year, whereas the
potential biological removal (PBR) for this stock in the U.S. waters is 11.3 (Caretta
et al. 2011). For the Central North Pacific stock, the average number of mortality
and serious injury (M&SD) from ship strikes for 2003-2007 was estimated at 1.6
animals per year, whereas the PBR for this stock is 61.2 (Allen and Angliss 2012).
No estimate of ship strike mortality is reported for the Western North Pacific stock.
Available data on ship strikes in the North Pacific show that this factor is not
affecting the continued existence of humpback whales.

Entanglement in fishing gear and other marine debris is a documented source of
injury and mortality to cetaceans, including humpback whales. In Hawati, the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary (HITHWNMS)
receives reports of entangled large whales and the Hawaiian Islands Large Whale
Entanglement Response Network responds to the reports when appropriate. Since
the program was implemented in 2002, the Network confirmed 112 reports as true
entanglement of large whales, with all but three reports involving humpback
whales (Lyman 2012). Entanglement reports have increased over time,
corresponding to the increasing wintering population in Hawaiian waters. The
Network has successfully removed entangling gear from 15 humpback whales since
2003, and 10 humpbacks reported entangled in Hawaii have confirmed to have gear
from Alaska (Lyman 2012). In U.8. waters, the average number of humpback
whales resulting in M&SI from commercial fisheries is 3.8 animals for the Central
North Pacific stock {Allen and Angliss 2012), and 3.2 animals for the
California/Oregon/Washington stock (Caretta et al. 2011). These interaction rates
are below the stocks’ calculated PBR, suggesting that fishery interactions do not
affect the continued existence of these stocks. Limited information is available on
entanglement and fishery interactions in the western Pacific (Allen and Angliss
2012).
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Acoustic disturbance are considered a threat to cetaceans, especially anthropogenic
low-frequency sound produced by shipping, oil and gas development, defense-related
and research activities. However, available evidence suggests that anthropogenic
noise do not threaten the continued existence of North Pacific humpback whales.
Only one record is known in which two humpback whales were stranded with
extensive damage to the temporal bones from a large scale explosion (Fleming and
Jackson 2011). Impact of low-frequency noise on variation of humpback whale songs
appears to be minimal, although studies have shown that song length increased in
response to low-frequency broadcaste (Fristrup et al. 2003; Miller et al. 2000).
Studies on other baleen whales have shown no obvious impact of low-frequency
noise on foraging behavior {Croll et al. 2001). Acoustic Thermometry of Ocean
Climate (ATQOC) projectors offshore California and Hawaii were observed to have
subtle but significant effects on humpback whales, but these projects are no longer
active (Fleming and Jackson 2011},

In summary, although the factors described above may cause isolated impacts on

humpback whales, they do not result in any risk to the population’s continued
existence.
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CONCLUSION

The best available scientific information supports the designation of the North
Pacific humpback whales as a DPS. Genetic, spatial and morphological information
indicate that the North Pacific populationis unequivocally separated from the
populations in the Southern Hemisphere, whereas the complexity of population
structure within the North Pacific population precludes further division of the
population into distinct segments. Furthermore, logs of this population would create
an extensive gap in the species distribution as there are no other breeding
populations of humpback whales in the Pacific Ocean that migrates to higher
latitudes of the northern hemisphere. We therefore request that NMFS consider the
information presented in this document and evaluate the North Pacific humpback
whale population against the DPS policy under the ESA.

If NMFS chooses to designate a North Pacific DPS, the best available scientific
information also supports the delisting of the DPS. The population has increased
more than tenfold to over 21,000 individuals since the cessation of commercial
whaling and has met the interim goal specified in the 1981 Recovery Plan. The two
primary threats identified in the Recovery Plan, chemical pollution and coastal
development, do not appear to be negatively impacting the recovery or health of the
population, and the continued population increase despite other anthropogenic
threats such as ship strikes and acoustic disturbance indicate that these threats do
not result in any risk to the population’s continued existence. International, federal,
and local regulatory mechanisms including the moratorium on commercial whaling
under the International Whaling Commission and the prohibition of take under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act will continue to provide adeguate protection for the
North Pacific humpback whales, For these reasons, the North Pacific humpback
whale population no longer requires the protection of the ESA and should be
delisted.
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PROCESSING OF THE PETITION

This petition is filed pursuant to the ESA and in accordance with § 553(3) of the
Administrative Procedure Act. Section 4(b)(3X(A) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531 &f seq.)
requires that NMFS make a finding on whether a petition to hst, delist,

or reclassify a species presents substantial scientific or commercial information to
indicate that the petitioned action may be warranted. This petition sets in motion a
specific administrative process as defined by 50 C.F.R. § 424.14(b), placing
mandatory response requirements on NMFS,

As a petition to classify a species as a DPS and delist the DPS, NMFS is bound to
process this petition within a predetermined time frame as defined by 50 CF.R. §
424.14(b) to the maximum extent practicable. The regulations require the NMFS to
make a finding within 90 days of receipt of this petition as to whether a finding of
‘DPS’ and delisting may be warranted. The finding shall be promptly published in
the Federal Register pursuant to 50 CFR § 424.14(b)(1). Within 12 months of
receiving this petition, NMFS is required to find that this petition is not warranted,
is warranted or warranted but precluded, and shall promptly publish notice of such
intention in the Federal Register according to 50 CFR § 424.14(bX3). The Hawaii
Fishermen's Alliance for Congervation and Traditian, Inc. fully expects the NMFS
to comply with these mandatory deadlines.
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APPENDIX I EXPANDED LIST OF PETITIONERS

Organizations:

Waialua Boat Club Oahu Island
Atlapac Fishing Club Oahu Island
Kaka’ake Kasting Club Oahu Island
Keehi Boat Club Oahu Island
Pacific Islands Fisheries Group Statewide

Big Island Fisheries Alliance Hawaii Island
Maui Cooperative Fishing Association Maui [sland
Aiea Boat Club Oahu Island

608 Individual Petitioners

-454



From: "Ed Watamura" <watamurae(0l@hawaii.rr.com>

To: "RNVFishing® <rnvfishinglgmail.com>

Cc: "Phil Fernandez® <phil@philfernandez.com>; "Ronald Tam"
<Fishingready@gmail.com>; "Stephen WHA ILee" <swhallfhawaii.rr,com>; “"Mark
M® <markmitsfilava.nef>

Subject: Re: WBC petition

Date: Wednesday, February 20, 2013 11:07 aM

Here is my letter to accompany the WBC Petition

I am writing this on behalf of the members of the Waialua Boat Club
of which I am the President.

we believe that the North Pacific stock of Humpkack Whales should
be classified as a Distinct Population and delisted from the Endangered
Species Act. The current estimate of 21,000 Humpback Whales is indicative
of a healthy population that is increasing at a rate of 6%-7% per year,
We support the concept of delisting as a success story and like the bald
eagle, gray whale, and gray wolf see this as a cause for celebration. The
integrity of the Endangered Species Act itself is at stake here and by
not delisting a recovered species, the ESA becomes suspect, as something
other than what it was intended. All of the qualifying parameters for
recovery have been met, including the population doubling in 20 years and
growth of at least 0% of the pre-expleitation abundance. In fact, at the
present rate of growth, the population is expected to be 40,000 in ten
years.

The delisting by no means will result in a lack of protection.
There are International, Federal, and State regulations that will
prohibit any harm done to the North Pacific Humpback Whale.

As I alluded to earlier, the integrity of the ESA will be
scrutinized, especially since there is proposal to expand the Hawaiilan
Humpback Whale Hational Marine Sanctuary, not just in area, but also to
include several other species, including Monk Seals, Spinner Dolphins,
False Killer Whales, Corals, and other ecosystem species., One wonders
what the motivation is behind this expansion, and the preservation of
jobs created by the Sanctuary becomes & pogsible culprit. There are
already a host of protective regulations regarding the aforementioned
species and duplicity is a real and justifiable concern,

In addition, the people of Hawaii see the continuity and expansion
of the Sanctuary as a loss of control over their own waters and shores
and don't want decisions concerning their waters and shores in the hands
of non-residents.

We believe and fully support the delisting of the North Pacific
Humpback Whale from the Endangered Species Act List.

Sincerely,

Edwin N. ¥Watamura
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February 26, 2013{date)

Secretary of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary:

The Atlapac Fishing Club exiends our support of the petition to re-classify the North Pacific Humpback
whale as & distinet population segment and its de-listing from the endangeyed species list.

As the petition clearly states:

s The population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 19607s.
¢+ Scientists estimate a population of over 21,000 whales, and possibly even greater numbers now as
these figures are several years old.
The population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening existence..
The species will still be fully protected by the Marine Mammal Protected Act and other Federal
and State Laws. A

Thank you for your consideration into this matter.
Sincerely,

The Members of the Atlapac Fishing Club
Submitted by:

Sandra Arakaki M CL,,JL.&. :
Secretary ’

Atlapac Fishing Club

PO Box 60677
Ewa Beach Hawail 96706



Kaka’ako Kasting Club
1951 Ulana St
Honoiulu, HI 96819

February 26, 2013
Attn. Secretary of Commerce
Dear Secretary:

The members of the Kaka’ako Kasting Club asks the Secretary's
consideration of the petition to re-classify the North Pacific
Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment and to
consider the de-listing of the species from the Endangered
Species Act.

As regular local ocean users, we have witnessed firsthand the
population increase over the years,

We also understand that the science clearly indicates that
separate population not only exists but that that current population
numbers prove that the species can be de-listed from the
endangered species list.

Thank you for hearing our concem.

Regpectfully,
% CWMah = Tr

Honorio Madriags, Jr.
President

Kaka'ako Kasting Club
HMonoluly, Hi



February 28, 2013

Attn: Rebecca &lank

Deputy Secretary of Commerce
1301 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington D.C. 20230

To Whom this May Concern:

The Keehi Boat Club is in support of the petition to re-classify the North Pacific Humpback
Whale as a Distinct Population Ssgment {DPS} and thus de-listing of the species from the endangered
species list.

Through the years of scientific study ,and through cbservation indicates the North Pacific
Humpback Whale has fully recovered; and also has exceeded its initial recovery goals by more than ten
times to the set goal. The de-listing of the North Pacific Humpback Whale further validates that the
current laws that are in place, to allow the species to recover; should be deemed a success.

in closing the North Pacific Humpback Whale can now earn its place on the celebrated list of
other previously endangered or threatened species such as the American Bald Eagle, Grey Whale,
Alligator and North American Grey Wolf,

Yours Truely,

Matthew G. Moribe
President
Keehi Boat Club



PACIFIC

/:  ISLANDS
¥ FISHERIES
GROUP

February 28, 2013

Attn: Rebecca Blank

Deputy Secretary of Commerce
1401 Congtitution Ave., NW
Washington D.C. 20230

Dear Deputy Secretary Blank:

The Pacific Islands Fisheties Group endorses the petition to re-classify the North Pacific
Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and to reassess the stock populations.

Many years of scientific studies and even casual observation indicates that the North Pacific
Humpback Whale has indeed not only fully recovered but has exceeded its initial recovery goals
by ten times the projected number. Once the stocks have recovered, the ensuing de-listing of the
species will further validate that our faws that were put in place to allow the species to recover,
can be considered a success.

The results of the assessment hopefully will allow the North Pacific Humpback Whale to eam its
place on the celebrated list among other previously endangered or threatened species such as the
American Bald Eagle, Grey Whale, Alligator and North American Grey Wolf.

Sincerely,

Neil Kanemoto

President
Pacific Islands Fisheries Group

150 Hamakua Drive, PBN No., 430
Kailua, Hawali 96734



Big Island Fisheries Aﬂiance

March 18, 2013

Ms. Rebecca Blank

Deputy Secretary of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Blank,

The Big Island Fisheries Alliance is a group of fishermen, both recreational and commercial, that
fishes the west side of Hawaii Island. We include trollers, hook-and-line boat fishers, shoreline,
thrownet, scuba and skin diving spearfishers and traditional methods fishers. We support the
petition to re-classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment
(DPS) and the de-listing of the species from the endangered species list.

The nearshore waters of West Hawaii Island is a major wintering group of humpback whales.

We have observed a constant and large growth of the population of whales that visit the area for
mating and birthing calves. We have observed that the population of humpbacks are strong and -
healthy. This observation is consistent with scientific studies that indicate that the North Pacific
Humpback Whale has indeed not only fully recovered but has exceeded its initial recovery goals.

Threats to the humpback’s extinction are gone. There is no more whaling of these large
creatures. Furthermore, the Marine Mammal Protection Act and Hawaii Revised Statutes protect
the whales. The Endangered Species Act has run its course for these large whales, and it is time
to de-list them.

To assure the integrity of the Endangered Species Act, animals that have successfully recovered
should be removed from the list. : .

Sincerely,
r=oa

Teresa Nakama
Chairman, Big Island Fisheries Alliance

Cc: Hawaii Fishermen’s Alliance for Conservation and Tradition (HFACT)



MAUI COOPERATIVE FISHING ASSCCIATION
P.O. Box3080 :
Kahuiyh, Hawsii, 86733

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

WE THE MEMBERS OF THE MAUI COOPERATIVE FISHING ASSOCIATION SUPPORT
THIS PETITION TO CLASSIFY THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK WHALES AS A
DISTINCT POPULATION SEGMENT AND DELIST THE POPULATION UNDER THE
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT.

WE SUPPORT THE FACT THAT THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK WHALE'S
POPULATION NO LONGER NEEDS THE ADDED FEDERAL PROTECTION FROM THE
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT BECAUSE:

1) THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK'S POPULATION HAS MADE A TREMENDOUS
RECOVERY FROM THE TIME THE COMMERCIAL WHALING WAS STOPPED IN THE
1960s

2) SCIENTIFIC STUDIES NOW SHOWS, THAT THERE ARE ESTIMATE OF OVER 21,000
HUMPBACK WHALES IN THE ENTIRE NORTH PACIFIC. WITH ABOUT HALF OF TOTAL
POPULATION MAKING THEIR YEARLY (ANNUAL) MIGRATION TO HAWAII DURING THE
WINTER MONTHS.

3) SCIENCE HAS SHOWN THE THE NORTH PACIFIC MUMPBACK'S MAS RECOVERED
AND IS HEALTHY, NOT FACED WITH ANY IMPACTS THAT ARE THREATENING TO
THER EXISTENCE

4 HUMPBACK WHALES ARE FULLY PROTECTED UNDER THE MARINE MAMMAL
PROTECTION ACT, AS WELL AS ANUMBER OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL,
AND LOCAL REGULATIONS.

WE THE MEMBERS OF THE MAUI COOPERATIVE FISHING ASSOCIATION REQUEST
THAT THE SECRETARY OF COMMENCE RECOGNIZE THAT THE NORTH PACIFIC
HUMPBACK WHALE HAS MADE A SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY UNDER THE
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT. THIS RECOVERY COPIES WHAT WAS ALREADY DONE

iN THE PAST, FOR THE BALD EAGLE, GREY WHALE AND RECENTLY, CERTAIN
POPULATIONS OF THE GRE WOLF.,

APPRECIATE YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION:

Basil Oshirg: president

Maui Cooperative Fishing Assoclation
P. O. Box 3090

Kahulul, Hawali 88733



AIEA BOAT CLUB
98-160 Kam. Hwy.
Aies, HI. 96701

To Whom It May Concern:

We the members of the Aiea Boat Club support this Petition to Classify the North Pacific
Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment and delist the population under the
Endangered Species Act.

We support the fact that the North Pacific Humpback Whale population no longer needs
the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

1. The North Pacific Humpback Whale’s population has made a tremendous
recovery since commercial whaling was stopped in the 1960’s.

2. Scientific studies show that there are over 21,000 Humpback whales in the
entire North Pacific, with about half the population making the annual
migration to Hawalian waters during the winter months.

3. Studies have shown that the North Pacific Humpback whale population has
recovered, and is not faced with any impacts threatening their existence,

4. Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act, including a number of other intemational, national, and local regulations.

We the members of the Aiea Boat Club request that the Secretary of Commerce
recognize that the North Pacific Humpback whales have made a successful recovery
under the Endangered Species Act. This recovery mirrors what has already been done in
the past for the Bald Eagle, Grey Whale and recently certain populations of the Grey
Wolf.

98-160 Kam. Hwy.
Aiea, HI. 96701



!' " Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the underszgned petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
~ Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

» The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1860s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North ?aclflc, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaili during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
o Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and & number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovei‘y of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remave the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species ..
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawail during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechaniems.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species.
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
L]

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making i:he annnal
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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’ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recavery since commaercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

» The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
¢ Humpback whales are fully protecied under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a sumber of other international, national, saad

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

s The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

o Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Seeretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as slready done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf,

Print Name _.-vrm.

Address

LR B roge Loa FETHAS

{35‘*‘* 72 Z/fmr/. /4,_@‘ A7 %317

BL-=27] HGL»& Jo SF. R?f-m-?zm
B2 RN 7.

L Hamwct HI %Ezg,

AW 6
mu Wy %arb

, YN ';w-—r@ ?& % 0“1\;%"
Hw W 2681 -

M_u_f L ‘76'78{6*

YT feriinsidnn. 3k -
ponoble poff Feps

L/




, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act becauss’

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s:

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making t}m annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter montha;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

- local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Cummerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpbaek whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humphback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigred, petition the Secrefary of Commerce to remove the Nerth Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no Jonger need the added federel protection from the Endangered Species Act becauss:

*

The North Pacific huropback whale population bas made s remarkeble recavery since commercial whaling ceased in the 19603;

» Seientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entive North Pamﬁc, with about half maldng tha annual
-migration to Hawaii during the wintsr monthe;

»

« The North Pacific humpback whale population is heslthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and

Humpback whalee are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisma.

We thorefore request thet the Secrstary of Cammerca racognizs the suceessful rewvery of the North Pacific humpback whalea under the
Endangered Species Act as elready done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humphack Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

Woe, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Cammerce to remove the North Pacific humpbsck whales from the Endangered Speéies
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

« The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with ahont half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is heaithy and not faced with impacts threatening ita existence; and

« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

Incal regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Gemmerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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,l Petition to Clagsify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secratary of Commeree to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific kumpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangeved Species Act becauge:
» The North Pacific hurnpbaclk whele population has made s remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimete there are over 21,000 bumpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half meling tha annual

migration to Haweaii during the wintar monthe;

» The North Pacific hampback wheiz population is heelthy and not faeced with impacts threatening its existence; and
¢  Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulstory mechanvisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Cammeme rocognize the aucesssfal rwwery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act es already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and mere pecently certain populations of the gray wolf,
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, " Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population asa
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Seeretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific bumpback whalea no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made & remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 bumpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half malang t.he annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months:

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

s Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number-of other international, natmnal and
Incal regulatory mechaniams,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Cammame recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gmykwhale and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinet Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commente to remove the Novth Pacific humpback whales frem the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act bacause:

» The North Pacific humphack whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Seientists now estimate there are aver 21,000 humpback whales in the entive North Pacifie, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the wintar months; '

The Nurth Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its exiatence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mamma! Pratection Act and & number of other internstional, national, and
local regulatory mechanisris, ’

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the succeasful reﬁdvery of the North Pacifie hampback whales under the
Endengered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald cagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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o Pe’ti%i‘@n to Clﬁssxfy the Narth Paclﬁe Humpﬁack Whalé anpulatmn asa - '
@latmct Populaimn Segmeﬁt ahd Dehst the Populaatmﬁ‘nndér the Enda:ngemd Species Act

‘x« \’.'" ig‘ # g Al

" We, fhe undem:gmed pgtﬁmn the Sa,;:::e{:é m’fngrse to-remoys t{:e@nrth Fac:ﬁgﬁaﬁm?back”:vhshs from the Endangered Species
5, Act, North Paatfzc hmpbac& wha‘ies,no lenger n;%;?;gm added fe&erq.}. pmtéctmn from; tha Eadzmgered Specms Act because: < -
T The Noithf}?amﬁc humpbaek whal&paytﬂa ‘has maden mmpzkahia remvarysmce wmmémal whalmg ceased in the 1960s; °
Q. Scwnﬁsts ;now esmﬁe.x;here are oirer 21§Qﬁb humpback whaIe& in thigjentire Ncs:rth Pamﬁc. thh abmut half‘makng the ahnua} o
: mjgratw:;w Hawau during the mmr“md'h AL
‘s The Notth Pacific humphacﬁ whale: pc.):m!&man is hedlthy and ::;ot fémd with nnpacm thi ﬂte:gm’k zts ex:.steﬁce, and - o
* Humpback wha]ea sre fullir pmtec%eé ‘ﬂndié:: the Xeiarma Mamm} Pmtactson Ac%; mﬁ a. mber cf ot.hex international, na.tmiml and
<" local regu}at;ary me:i:hapm Lo i ) "
We therefore raquas!: m%m Sacmtary of Commﬁrca recagmze t?ne aucceasfui rem\*ezy of ﬁhe North Paczﬁc humpback whales under the
En&angere& Speczea Act a& already ‘done in the past w1th} the.bald eagle, g’ray w?mle. kné more’ recanﬁ)‘f certain poptﬂatmns of the gray wolf.
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Petition to CI&amfy t(he North Paclfic Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the- Populahon under the Endangered Species Act
We, the umiersxgned pet.xtmn the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales frem the Endangered Species

Act, North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s:
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 bumpbacki ﬁwl‘salee in the entire Narth Pacific, mth abaut haif making the annual

. migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthﬁ? and not faced with impacts threatering its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Manné‘Mammsi Protection Act dnd a number.ofother international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms,

t because:

We therefore request that the Seeretary of Comm erce recognize the succesaful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whalea under the
Endangereﬂ Species Act as almdy darie in the past with the baid eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populstmna of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undera:gned. petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

Scientista now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
s+ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechaniams,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinet Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act”

We, the undsrsigned, petition the Secretary of Commerca {o remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act becauss:

+ The North Pacific humpback whale population haa made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in ths 18608;

¢ Scientiats now estimate there are aver 21,000 humpback whales in the ent;m North Pacific, with about half malking i:he annual
‘migration to Hawail during the winter months;

The North Pacifie humpback whale population is heslthy and not faced with impacts threatening ite existence; and

Humpbaek whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Pmtestion Act and a nuraber of ather international, nationsl, end
local regulatory mechaniste.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Ccsmmarce recognize the swcceasf\xl recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as slready done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently cexrtain populations of the gray walf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!
s The North Pacific hurapback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
s  Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
s The North Pacific hum;ahank whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threstening its existence: and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.
'We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangere‘d Speciea Act as alyeady done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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FROM :

, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act, North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made & remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humphack whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making t:he annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and 2 number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.

Print N’m& e

Address

C?f;? f)

cﬂmt l\(ma

" rﬁg Hwﬁ&‘

e,

4\"

Joscpk M IQ Loy ¢

= ,,gb 35}?».\52—1 Borbrsfown 1 96780

Lf'w!% M. Benx e’ﬁl

’ Hcft—ﬁ 60&!&22, Koaadd. 56799

"‘7" ',:,44‘»,4,&5,“ aw. 4 Pi7zo

e 4!& §-"a", R

f(? Box ?,SZ o l@ﬁau Hi Qi;}?/ﬁ

7o ox 3t4 Kethén»’ fli 4(,1:,0

(fo Maua st ﬁsw | ?&7‘}0

9 0 (o K gw,uz Jy1d)

lé’(‘*—ﬁ"hﬂ«q & Grtity

Po Pox Fl 238 A Vi, 4T U2



http:whales.in

Mar. ©1 2013 B4:45PM P 1

FAX NGO,

FROM

<

Y

, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the unders’;gned petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whates no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commerciai whaling ceased in the 1960s:
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the em:re North Pacific, with about half making t}m annua}

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy ané not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and
« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and 8 number of other iniernational, national, and

local regulatory mechaniams.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Spacies Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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Petmon t0 Classafy th& Ncrth Pacific Humpback Whale Populamm a8 a5

Dietu;ct Population Segment andDe}lst the Populamon under the Endangered Specms Act -

We, the undermgned petition the Secretdry ( of Cammeme to remove the North Pamﬁs humpback whales from the Endangered Spemes
Act. North Pacific humpback whales nolonger need the ad&ed federal pmtectxon from the Endangered Species Act becatise:-
e The North Pacific humpback whale population has made -a remarkable mcevery since com mermai whaling ceased in the 1960s;

.
migration to Hawaii during the winter monthe

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpbaek whales i in the entxre Nnrth Pacifie, mth about half making the annyal

.. The North Pacific kumpback whale populamm i8 bea‘ithy and not faced mth impacts threatemng its. axxstence; and
* Humpback whales are fully pmt,ec;erl uhder the Mam;;e Mnnunkl Protection Act and B number of other international, nntxnnal, and

‘local regulatory mechanisms.

’ _u" Ll
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- We theraefore request that the Secretary of Commerce r%agmzs ths succe‘ssfnl recovery of thé North Pacific humpback whales umiar the
" Endangered Bpeciea Act as alraady done in the past mﬁh the bald aag]z, gray whalg and more recently certain popu}atmm of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population hag made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
*  Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
lo¢al regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

+ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

¢« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making tha annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
» The North Pacific humpback whale population is bealthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Aet and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, ~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population asa
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
>

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marme Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinet Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North ?amﬁc, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

« The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
s Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

Endangered Species Act as alréady done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered épecies
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!

+ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual -

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marme Mammal Protecmon Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Peizxﬂation as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangemd Species Act

We, the undemxg‘ned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endmgered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whalea no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific bumpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

« Scientiste now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback wha]es in the entire Noxth Pacifie, with about balf making the annual
migration fo Hawail during the winter months;

e The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacta threatening its existence; and

e Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisma,

> We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

%3 Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald sagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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P. 2/12

808 245 4830

MAR-01-2003 11:28 A LIHUE FISHING SUPPLY

! . Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Fndangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 18603,

¢ Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacifie, with about half making tha annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

+ 'The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not {aced with impacts threatening its existence; and :

» Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Pratection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the Narth Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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LIHUE FISHING SUPPLY 808 245 4930

MAR-01-2003 11:32 AN

, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a s
Distinet Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act, North Parific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Parific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s:

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

* The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
s  Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanismas.
'Wa therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endengered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and mote recently certain populations of the gray wclf,
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HAR-01-2003 11:34 AN

, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the uudersxgned petition the Secmtary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Specses
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Erdangered Species Act hecause:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery pince commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about balf making t;he annual

migraticn to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and 2 number of ather international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisma.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Sommerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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P. 8712

HAR-01-2003 11:33 AN

808 245 4930

LIHUE FISHING SUPPLY

” , Petition to Classify the North Paci
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to rem
Act. North Pecific humpback whales no longer need the added fedex
s The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a n
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 bumpback whi
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
» The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy an:
« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mar
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize
Endangered Speciea Act as already done in the past with the bald e

Print Name
O oskktﬂ\

Brend 5“%':7“ o

ool S heaost™

e Signature

T r‘na::."ruu' TP,

[Y

/}ﬁ g d
mgw

- 7:-'@'(' 5“" e

Jﬁw n N 47014: 2t




| ’ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
- Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species ..
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
 The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half makmg the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacta threatening its existence; and
¢ Humphack whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
¢ Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
o The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
o Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammi Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! ~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ‘ ,
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire'North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months; '

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms. ’

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

¢ Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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Petltmn to Classify the North Pamﬁic Humpback Whale Population as a
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Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Pé)pulatlon under the Endangered Specles Act

We, the underszgnad petition the Secretary of Commerce to mmov§ the Noﬁh Pacific i’mmp’back whales from the ‘Endangered Specwq
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protectmn from the Endangered Species Act because: »

local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize th

l

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in thé 1960s;

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half makmg ghe annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humphack whale population is healthy and né,ﬁ faced with impacts threatening its exlstcnce, and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Pmiifctmn Act and a number of sthen international, national, and

e{successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eaglez, gray whale, and mare recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classxfy the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!
The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s:
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months:

The North Pacific humpback whale population is bealthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanigms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

| Print Name .~

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

+ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s:
s Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months:
s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
- » Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned. petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months:

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the suseessfai recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Paciﬁgé Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remov‘é the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act..North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protecmon from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkabie recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

« Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whalell in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
‘migration to Hawaii during the winter months; \

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and noi, faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammai Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms. g

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successfui recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eaglé gray whale, and more recently certain pOpuiaizmns of the gray wolf.
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k ! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretarj} of Commerce to remové the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
, migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

»  Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisma,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the' successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! | Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinet Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remm{e the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remfarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

» The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and net faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
+ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other mternatwna} national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the suceessful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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' Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Pépulation under the Endangered Species Act

1
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove%fche North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ . The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remai*kah}e recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales'in the entire North Pacific, with about half makin g the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine &ﬁammal Proteetlen Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms. S

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the auccessful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle,ﬁgray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! " Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a |
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersagned petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
~ Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

o The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humphack whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatenmg its existence; and
s Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms. : -

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commeree - recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, " Petition to Classifs? the North Pacific Humpback Whale POpulatioﬁ as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

+ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms, -

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recbvery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pac:ﬁc Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Populatlon under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, " Petition to Class:fy the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population aa a “ ,
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the u:sdersutgned. petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Specsgs
Act. North Pacific humphack whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because’

s The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commarcial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

¢ Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire Nortk Pacific, with about half making the a.nmml
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

« The North Pacific bumpback whale pepulation is healthy and not faced mth impacts threatening its existence; and,

»

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mama’i Protection Act and a number of other international, :aatmnal and
local regulatory mechaniams.

‘We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humgback whales under the
Endaugemd Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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| , Petition to Cla.as:fy the North Paclﬁc Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinet Population- Segment and Dehst the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undemgned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because’

The North Pacific bumpback whale population has made & remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making !:he annual

. migration to Hawaii during the winter months:

The North Pacific humpha:ck whale population is healthy and not faced with irapacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other mtexxmtmnal national, and

local regulatory mechaniams,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the suece*safui recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, " Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinet. Population Segment and Dehst the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the unde:mgned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpbsck whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
e Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback: whales in the entire North Pacific, thh about half malking the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
" The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not f aced with impacts threatening its existence; and -

» Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Prﬁtectmn Act and a number of othex mtemstwaal natmual and
local regulatory mechamsms. - ’

. We therefore request that the Sacretary of Commerce recognize the succesaful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the .
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpi)ack Whale Populationasa
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the End&ngered Species Act

We, the undersigned petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpheck whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 19685:

» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half makiag ﬁhe annual

" migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
e * The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threstening its existence; and :

+« Humpback whales are fully pmtecwd under the Marine Mammal ProtectmnAct and a pumber of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechagisms.

. We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific hu.mpback whales under the
Endangered Species Ax}t, as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray w'ma}e, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Populafion as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the xmders:gneé pet:ixon the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
»

The North Pacific hwnpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commergial whaling eeased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the erxtzm North Pacific, with about half making. the axmual

_ migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and
» Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act aaﬁ a number of ather mmmat;mnal national, and

locsal reguiatory mechanismas.

We therefore roquest that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Paclﬁc humpback whales ander the
~ Endangered Spmas Act a8 alresdy done in the past with the bald sagle, gray whale, and more recantly certain populations of the gray wolf.
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| , ~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Hﬁmpback Whale Populé.iien as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the t::;dérsign'ed, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endanéered Species.
Act, North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The Nerth Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
o Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whaiea in the entire North Pacific, with about haif making the annual

~ migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impaets threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected umier the Ma.::me Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
-local regulatory mechanisms. .

' We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the succeasful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! * Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangercd Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
s - Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
s Humphback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

. local regulatory mechanisms.

~We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! " Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Wrremrame o

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species

;Ac(:. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humphback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

+« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other mternatlonal national, and

local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
: Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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b

Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

D)

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
» Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pamfxc humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

» The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
e Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

* The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
s Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf,
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

" We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months:

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with xmpact,s threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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Signature

Address

qi-100 Keai wWeya 4.
Ewa Boach, HT A0

=S 0 \m\qm ¥
U\m{)«\fw\ ?{\'\%ﬂ,

| 2453 Ka)p.«o/-m (_Jm# L2

forelols I K82

Nolan  Stiva

AR-10%5  Lvmt.,
i)a-_\eh‘w“*\{m 4,141

\) wﬁ\lm Mﬁﬂl’

2635 HAA [EI&WI N

“Hend -9, f "‘x,‘”

M"”/ %?moww{/'

g 7 Lal|Forre

*’.

 pellzr "‘/1/% %7;:4

sy ooz

. M@ by, FI6C -
fr {//7 %7 oy

ohed lnwam

How Mﬁﬂ e ~$-§.f'l"ji;

ﬁ@% AT

1M300 Llangs (oary o+
K’w\ﬁg ﬁ\ 9(-»'7 ‘)q

‘rnv\a‘\'h‘, Pree

- 10 44 Laa.k.,lw §+




,  Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Populatmn asa
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the 'undemigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
- migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
‘The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, jéetition the Secretafy of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

» The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

o Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacifie, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

« The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.

Print Name _ . _ Signature L ' Address
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whalea from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humphack whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

s The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacifie, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and
o Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, ané more recently certain populations of the gray wolfl.
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| , Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undamxgned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

e The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

+« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1860s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawail during the winter months:

e The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
e Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and -

local regulatory mechanisms.,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, " Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no lIonger need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

o The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

» Scientigts now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter monthas;
o The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully proteeted under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other mternatmnal national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf,
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

» The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawail during the winter monthas;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
‘Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
« The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

s Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
- local regulatory mechanisms.

»

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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| Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the N?}rth Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because!

- The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making tha annual
migration to Hawail during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

» Humpback whales are fully protecied under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other mtematmnai national, and

local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secmtéry of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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' Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Pspulatmn as a '
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undermgned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

s The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making t;he annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretﬁry of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf,
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§ ’ ~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
~ Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Specms Act

We, the undermgne& petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered ‘%pemas
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: -
The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; -
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

‘migration to Hawaii during the winter months; ¢
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal PmLechn Act and a number of other international, national, and

“local regulatory mechanismas.
We therefore request that the %cretary of Commeree recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a -
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

o The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

e Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making i:he annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;
The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

Endanpered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the FEndangered Species Act because!

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secreﬁary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

Fndangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Iindangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and & number of other international, national, and

Iocal regulatory mechanisms. .
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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a ! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species

migration to Hawali during the winter months;

local regulatory mechanisms.

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatenmg its existence: and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and & number of other international, national, and

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pac:izc humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf,
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, Petii;ion to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; -

+ Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making t;he annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secret‘ary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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!‘ | Petifion to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

w‘

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; -

* Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making t;he annual
migration to Hawaili during the winter months;

e The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
loeal regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretéry of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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" Petition to Classify the North Pacific H;lmpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

ey

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

s The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; -
» Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and

s Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretéxy of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, Petiﬁsxx to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

o

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; -
¢ Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawaii during the winter monthis;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and e

.
¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretéry of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the

Endéngexed Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, | Pet1t10n to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersxgned petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

e The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; -
Seientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humphack whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making i;he annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

o Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray walf.
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,y‘ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

« Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months; .

e The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and ’

« Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms, :

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the unders;gned petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

» 'The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
e Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual

migration to Hawail during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
e Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and -

local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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,' Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

e The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making Lhe annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter menths,

The North Pacific humphack whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and
Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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, . Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a -
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:
» The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;

Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making thez« annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and

Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
" local regulatory mechanisms.

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recoverér of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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! > Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act

We, the unéei‘signed; petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the ad ded federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because:

¢ The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;
s Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual
migration to Hawaii during the winter months;

s The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and

¢ Humpback whales are fully protected under tha Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and
local regulatory mechanisms,

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf.
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