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Horseshoe Reef is a cluster of small, isolated reefs called patch reefs, aggregated in a distinctive
horseshoe shape. The reef is historically known for some of the largest, healthy stands of elkhorn and
staghorn coral, now threatened by compounding stressors. The site is used as a long-term research
site, and offers two mooring buoys that support recreational fishing and diving.

Restoration Vision

Mission: Iconic Reefs is an unprecedented effort to restore seven ecologically and culturally signif-
icant coral reefs within Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Informed by years of research, suc-
cessful trials, and expertise from scientists and restoration practitioners, this will result in resilient and
regenerative coral reefs in the Florida Keys. Mission: Iconic Reefs will restore the reef to an average
of 28% across three habitat zones. Initial restoration work will focus on reestablishing the elkhorn and
staghorn thickets that the site is famous for, shifting to focus on star and brain corals during Phase 2.
More than 75,000 coral will be outplanted at Horseshoe Reef. Regular site maintenance, performance
monitoring, and adaptive management will be performed to ensure success.
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The graph (bottom right) de-
picts the number of corals to
be outplanted to Horseshoe
Reef by species and phase.
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