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when in the vicinity of whales have been developed for Hawaii and Alaska waters in an attempt to minimize the
effect of whale watching. Additional concerns have been raised in Hawaii about the effect of jet skis and similar
fast waterborne tourist-related traffic, notably in nearshore areas inhabited by mothers and calves. In Alaska, NMFS
issued regulations in 2001 to prohibit approaches to humpback whales within 100 yards (91.4 m: 66 FR 29502, 31
May 2001). In 2015, NMFS introduced a voluntary responsible viewing program called Whale SENSE to Juneau
area whale-watch operators to provide additional protections for whales in Alaska (https://whalesense.org, accessed
December 2018). The growth of the whale-watching industry is an ongoing concern as preferred habitats may be
abandoned if disturbance levels are too high. Other potential concerns include elevated levels of sound from
anthropogenic sources (e.g., shipping, military sonars), possible changes in prey distribution with climate change,
entanglement in fishing gear, ship strikes due to increased vessel traffic (e.g., from increased shipping in higher
latitudes), and oil and gas activities.
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