
 

Mid Columbia River Steelhead ESA: Threatened Life History: Mostly Summer Run / Some Winters, Stream-rearing

Current 18,155
Low goal 21,250
Med goal 43,350
High goal 69,150
Historical 132,800

Totals 9.5% Totals smolts: 1,015,000 fry: 670,000

• This stock inhabitats low to mid-elevation streams draining 
the eastern Cascades and west Blue mountains. 

• It includes viable and moderately viable populations and is 
among the listed species that are closest to recovery. 

• Hatchery production is limited to a few systems. 
• Key limiting factors in some subbasins include blocked or 

limited access  at tributary dams, water use and diversion, 
and hatchery fish influences.  Also pinniped and avian 
predation in the Columbia River mainstem.

• Several populations that were historically extirpated by 
tributary dams, are being reintroduced.
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Natural Production Abundance Potential Goal Range Fisheries / Harvest Exploitation rate Harvest
MPG Population Recent Historical Low Med High Location Avg. Limits Potential 10 yr avg Potential

White Salmon R. 200 1,100 500 750 1,100 Ocean 0 -- -- -- --
Klickitat R. 1,500 3,500 1,000 2,000 3,000 Mainstem Non-treaty 1.2% 700
Fifteenmile Cr. 400 2,000 500 1,000 1,500 Mainstem Treaty 6.3% 2,800
Deschutes R. east 1,700 14,700 1,000 2,000 3,400 Terminal 2% 800
Deschutes R. west 600 6,900 1,500 3,000 2,800 Total 9.5% 4,300 80,400
Crooked R. 0 14,800 2,250 4,500 4,900 Ocean 0 -- -- -- --
Rock Cr. 455 600 500 550 600 Mainstem Non-treaty 13% 7,100
L. mainstem 1,600 10,100 2,250 4,500 6,750 Mainstem Treaty 6% 3,300
North Fork 2,000 14,700 1,500 3,000 4,500 Terminal 20% 12,100
Middle Fork 1,700 5,900 1,000 2,100 3,900 Total 39% ~70 ~70 22,500 40,200
South Fork 800 2,900 500 1000 1500
U. mainstem 700 5,900 1,000 2,000 3,000 Abundance @ Goals
Willow Cr. 0 -- 1,000 2,000 3,000 recent Low Med High
Umatilla R. 2,400 7,000 1,500 4,000 7,000 @ Columbia R Mouth 101,000 109,000 179,000 289,000
Walla Walla R. 900 1,000 2,000 3,400 Wild/Natural 43,000 51,000 121,000 231,000
Touchet R. 200 1,000 2,000 2,200 Hatchery 58,000 58,000 58,000 58,000
Satus Cr. 1,100 4,000 1,000 1,500 2,000 % hatchery 57% 53% 32% 20%
Toppenish Cr. 500 3,400 250 500 1,500 To Mid Col R (BON) 97,000 104,000 165,500 254,400
Naches R. 1,200 8,400 1,500 3,450 5,400 Wild/Natural 43,000 50,000 115,000 208,000
U. mainstem 200 10,400 500 1,500 7,700 Hatchery 54,000 54,000 50,500 46,400

Totals 18,155 132,800 21,250 43,350 69,150 % hatchery 56% 52% 31% 18%
Local return (tributary entry) 83,000 90,000 129,800 179,900

Artificial Production Current Production Return Anticipated Wild/Natural 38,000 45,000 94,000 149,000
Location (Program) Brood Smolts Fry goal production Hatchery 45,000 45,000 35,800 30,900
Bonneville/L White Salmon* 25,000 0 25,000 % hatchery 54% 50% 28% 17%
Hood*     150,000 0 150,000 Harvest (Col mainstem) 26,800 27,300 58,700 120,600
Klickitat (Skamania) 144 95,000 0 4,000 95,000 Wild/Natural 4,300 4,800 26,800 80,400
Deschutes (Round Butte) 1,100 175,000 670,000 4,300 175,000 Hatchery 22,500 22,500 31,900 40,200
Umatilla (Umatilla) 110 150,000 0 750 150,000 % hatchery 84% 82% 54% 33%
McNary Res. (Ringold) 300 170,000 0 3,200 170,000
Walla Walla (Lyons Ferry) 35 100,000 0 1,200 100,000
Touchet (Lyons Ferry) 88 150,000 0 1,800 150,000
Yakima    0 0 0 0 0
Totals 1,777 1,015,000 670,000 15,250 1,015,000
* Lower Columbia River ESU (counted in Bonneville Dam return)
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