
June 13, 2019 

Mr. Barry Thom 
West Coast Regional Administrator 
NOAA Fisheries 
7600 Sand Point Way NE 
Seattle, WA 09115 

Dr. Scott Rumsey 
West Coast Deputy Regional Administrator 
NOAA Fisheries 
7600 Sand Point Way NE 
Seattle, WA 09115 

Dear Mr. Thom and Dr. Rumsey: 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW), and Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), on behalf of their 
respective states ("the States") and the Nez Perce Tribe, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation (CTUIR), the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of 
Oregon {CTWSR), the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation (CTBYN), and the 
3.6.D Committee submit this application to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) under 
subsection 120(f) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (MMPA; 16 U.S.C. §1389 et 
seq.; section 120 of the MMPA) for the intentional lethal removal of individually identifiable 
California sea lions (CSL) and Steller sea lions (SSL) that are located in the mainstem of the 
Columbia River between river mile 112 and McNary Dam, or in any tributary to the Columbia 
River that includes spawning habitat of salmon or steelhead that are listed as threatened or 
endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 17 U.S.C. §1531 et seq.). For the 
purposes of this application, we propose that a California or Steller sea lion present within this 
geographic area is deemed to be individually identifiable and to be having a significant negative 
impact within the meaning of Section 120(b)(l )  as defined by Section 120(f)(7) & (8) (MMPA; 
16 U.S.C. 1389(f)(7) and (8)). 





have shown that lengthy delays in implementing lethal removal only allow more animals to 
habituate to an area and result in further negative impacts to fish populations. To more 
effectively manage CSL and SSL predation, we propose to reduce the existing habituated 
population then manage proactively by not allowing new animals to habituate within the 
geographic scope of this application, consistent with the intent of the recent amendments to the 
MMPA, specifically subsection 120(f). The expected benefit of this proactive, place-based 
approach to removal of sea lions in the Columbia River basin is reduction of this significant 
source of mortality to listed salmonids, as well as reduction in the number of sea lions removed 
over time. 

The States, the Nez Perce Tribe, the CTUIR, the CTWSR, the CTBYN and the 3.6D Committee 
look forward to continued work with NMFS to address the sea lion predation issue in the 
Columbia River basin. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Curt Melcher, Director 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Kelly Susewind, Director 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Ed Schriever, Director 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game






