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Why Care?

 Recreational species create a valuable 
experience*

– 30.9 million Atlantic angler trips in 2017 

– 16.2 million Gulf angler trips in 2017 

 Recreational catch can impact a stock*

– 8.2 million summer flounder caught in 2017

– 13.5 million Atl. croaker…

– 6.1 million red drum…

(*all prelim 2017 MRIP data, numbers increasing 2-4 times soon…)
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Expenditures = Jobs



Uses?

 Good data  good information  more 

informed decisions.

 Assessments

– How much should we catch?

 Management & Allocations

– Who and how should we catch it?

 Monitoring  

– What happened?
4

– Accountability measures
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Uses?

 Economic data…

 Overall Economic Impacts

 Effects of Regulations

 Bio-economic models
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Calibration = Continuity

 Most analyses are looking at a time series

– Assessments

– Allocations

– Management measures

 If the time series changes, starts with 
assessments but other changes too.

 Need apples to apples comparisons.



7

Examples
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Examples



9

 Time series become unusable – apples 
and oranges (or apples and 747s).

 Have to start new every time a survey 
changes…

Imagine No Calibration
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 New estimates: apples

 Old time series and current catch limits: 
oranges

 Convert old time series into apples

– Get assessments (with catch limits) and catch 
estimates in apples (apples to apples)

 But since current catch limits are in 
oranges, have to convert new apples into 
old oranges for a while… (oranges to 
oranges)

With Calibration…




