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1 INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 
The United States (U.S.) Department of the Navy (Navy) has prepared this consolidated request for two 
Letters of Authorization (LOAs) for the incidental taking (as defined in Chapter 5) of marine mammals 
during the conduct of training and testing activities within the Hawaii-Southern California Training and 
Testing (HSTT) Study Area. The Navy is requesting a five-year LOA for training activities, and a 5-year 
LOA for testing activities, each proposed to be conducted from 2014 through 2019. 

Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972 as amended (16 United States Code [U.S.C.] 
§ 1371(a)(5)), the Secretary of Commerce shall allow, upon request, the incidental, but not intentional, 
taking of marine mammals by U.S. citizens who engage in a specified activity during periods of not more 
than five years, if certain findings are made and regulations are issued after notice and opportunity for 
public comment. The Secretary must find that the taking will have a negligible impact on the species or 
stock(s) and will not have an unmitigable adverse impact on the availability of the species or stock(s) for 
subsistence uses. The regulations must set forth the permissible methods of taking, other means of 
effecting the least practicable adverse impact on the species or stock(s), and requirements pertaining to 
the monitoring and reporting of such taking. 

The Navy is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact 
Statement (OEIS) for the HSTT Study Area to evaluate all components of the proposed training and 
testing activities. A description of the HSTT Study Area (Figure 1-1) and various components is provided 
in Chapter 2. A description of the training and testing activities for which the Navy is requesting 
incidental take authorizations is provided in the following sections. This request for LOAs is based on the 
proposed training and testing activities of the Navy's Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 in the 
EIS/OEIS). 

This document has been prepared in accordance with the applicable regulations of the MMPA, as 
amended by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004 (Public Law [PL] 108-136) and 
its implementing regulations. The request for LOAs is based on: (1) the analysis of spatial and temporal 
distributions of protected marine mammals in the HSTT Study Area (hereafter referred to as the Study 
Area), (2) the review of training and testing activities that have the potential to incidentally take marine 
mammals per the EIS/OEIS, and (3) a technical risk assessment to determine the likelihood of effects. 
This chapter describes those training and testing activities that are likely to result in Level B harassment, 
Level A harassment, or mortality under the MMPA. Of the Navy activities analyzed for the HSTT 
EIS/OEIS, the Navy has determined that only the use of active sonar, in-water detonations, and 
temporary pile driving and removal have the potential to affect marine mammals that may be present 
within the Study Area, and rise to the level of harassment under the MMPA. In addition to these 
potential impacts from specific activities, the Navy will also request takes from ship strikes that may 
occur during training or testing activities. These takes, however, are not specific to any particular 
training or testing activity. 
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Figure 1-1: Hawaii-Southern California Training and Testing Study Area 


