


(b) Researchers shall approach a site with caution (slowly and quietly), keep bodies
low to the ground and avoid pinnipeds along access ways to sites, by locating and
taking a different access way if possible.

(c) Researchers shall keep a safe distance from and not approach any marine mammal
while conducting research, unless it is absolutely necessary to flush a marine
mammal in order to continue conducting research (i.e. if a site cannot be accessed
or sampled due to the presence of pinnipeds)

(d) Researchers shall monitor the offshore area for predators (such as killer whales
and white sharks) and avoid flushing of pinnipeds when predators are observed in
nearshore waters.

(e) Intentional flushing shall be avoided if pups are present. Staffsl  resche ile
work at sites where pups are present, unless other means of acco  lishing the
work can be done without causing disturbance to mothers and depen :nt pups.

(H) Any site where Steller sea lions, Northern fur seals, or Guadalupe fur seals are
present shall not be approached and shall be sampled at a later date.

(g) Personnel sha vacate the study area as soon as sampling of the site is completed.

5. Monitoring

The holder of this IHA is required to conduct monitorit of marine ma  aals present at
stt s sites prior to approaching the sites:

(a) Information to be recorded shall include the following:
(1) Species counts (with numbers of pups/juveniles)

(i1) Number of disturbances, by species and age, according to a three-
point scale of intensity including:

(1) seal head orientation or brief movement in response to
disturbance, which may include turning head towards the
disturbance, craning head and neck while holding tI  body rigid in
a u-shaped position, changing from a lying to a sitting position, or
brief movement of less than twice the animal's body length,
“alert”;

(2) movements in response to source of disturbance, ranging from
short withdrawals at least twir  the animal's body length to longer
retreats over the beach, or if already moving a change of direction
of greater than 90 degrees, “movement”; and

(3) All retreats (flushes) to the water, “flush”.
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