
 

                                  

                

   
                 

        
            

 
      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Department of Commerce
                          National Marine Fisheries Service 

           United States Department of the Interior
 Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Marine Fisheries Service       U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
West  Coast  Region.  Pacific  Region  
1201 NE Lloyd BLVD, Suite 1100  911 N.E. 11th Avenue 
Portland Or, 97232 Portland, Oregon 97232-4181 

Refer to NMFS No.: WCR-2016-5583 October 2, 2017 
USFWS Ref. No.: 01EWFW00-2016-F-1325 

Michelle Walker, Chief Regulatory Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Seattle District 
P.O. Box 3755 
Seattle, Washington  98124-3755 

Re: Joint Endangered Species Act Section 7(a)(2) Biological Opinion, Letter of Concurrence, and 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act Essential Fish Habitat Response 
for the Pier 62 Reconstruction Project, Elliott Bay, City of Seattle, King County, Washington 
Fifth Field HUC 1711001904, Puget Sound/East Passage. (COE No. NWS-2016-296-WRD). 

Dear Ms. Walker: 

Thank you for your letters of September 15, 2016, requesting initiation of consultation with NOAA’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS, jointly the 
Services) pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
The joint biological opinion addresses both the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposal to issue a 
permit to the City of Seattle and NMFS’ issuance of an Incidental Harrassment Authorization under 
Section 101 (a)(5)(D) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) associated with the Pier 62 
Reconstruction Project. Thank you, also, for your request for consultation pursuant to the essential fish 
habitat (EFH) provisions in Section 305(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1855(b)) for this action. 

We concluded that the proposed actions, as proposed, are not likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of of the following species and will not result in the destruction or adverse modification of 
the following designated critical habitat: 

NMFS species: 
Puget Sound Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) 
Puget Sound Chinook salmon critical habitat 
Southern Resident killer whale (Orcinus orca) 
Southern Resident killer whale critical habitat 
Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) 
Georgia Basin bocaccio (Sebastes paucispinis) 
Georgia Basin bocaccio critical habitat 
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