Sombrero Reef is a spur-and-groove reef system: ridges of coral reefs separated by sandy channels.
Here, divers and snorkelers can see threatened star corals listed under the Endangered Species Act,
as well as brain corals and barrel sponges. The reef also contains the historic Sombrero Light, built in
1858. Mooring buoys in this sanctuary preseryvation area (SPA) help prevent anchor damage.

Restoration Vision

Mission: Iconic Reefs is an unprecedented effort to restore seven ecologically and culturally
significant coral reefs within Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Informed by years of research,
successful trials, and expertise from scientists and restoration practitioners, this will result in resilient
and regenerative coral reefs in the Florida Keys. Mission: Iconic Reefs will restore coral cover to
an average of 16% across six habitat zones at Sombrero Reef, one of the most extensive spur-and-
groove and deep fore reefs in the middle Keys. Star corals will be restored in the highest proportion,
followed by elkhorn and brain corals. More than 25,000 corals will be outplanted at Sombrero Reef.
Regular site maintenance, performance monitoring, and adaptive management will be performed to
ensure success.

Sombrero Reef
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www.fisheries.noaa.gov/iconic-reefs
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