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Research and Data Collection to Support Spatial HMS
Fisheries Management
Scoping Summary

= Areas that restrict fishing can be an effective management tool

= However, closed areas can also proportionally reduce fishery-dependent data collection
and research

= Fishery-dependent data collection is often the most cost-effective method and most
applicable to normal fishing activities

= Fisheries management needs scientifically rigorous and up-to-date research
= Ensures that original goals of the closure are still being met

= Closures affecting HMS are geographically stationary in a changing ocean with migratory
species

= Regular monitoring of closed areas can help ensure that the intended species are protected
in the appropriate areas while maximizing U.S. fishermen’s access to target resources
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Research and Data Collection to Support Spatial
HMS Fisheries Management
Scoping Summary
= Option 1 - No action. Continue to authorize any closed area research through the current
HMS exempted fishing permit (EFP) program
= QOption 2 — Authorize closed area research through a streamlined HMS EFP process
= Qption 3 — Collect data on closed area catch through an observed access program

= Option 4 - Institute a closed area research program, similar to the current shark research
fishery

= Option 5 — Conduct closed area research through public/private partnerships, partially
funded by NOAA Fisheries, similar to the 2003 NED research program

= Option 6 — Conduct closed area research through a research program led by NOAA
Fisheries, using NOAA or contract vessels

= Option 7 — Performance-based closed area access
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Research and Data Collection to Support Spatial HMS
Fisheries Management
Public Comments on Scoping Document

= Wide agreement that quality research and data collection is important for
management

= Especially with changing ocean conditions and shifting HMS distribution

= Many commenters said that research should be Agency-led and 100%
transparent

= Funding is an important consideration when choosing a research plan option

= Multiple comments oppose pelagic longline fishing in Florida East Coast
closed area

= Many specific suggestions for research activities:
= Fishermen should conduct the research since they know how to target fish
= SEFSC should lead study design
= Require 100% human observer coverage
= Research should be funded by commercial sale of target catch on research
trips
Implement a bycatch interaction limit that, once hit, stops furthweﬁérlﬁl\

3 g
K &
&
D, P
MenT OF

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service




Next Steps

- Review comments on the Issues and Options paper
- Consider publishing a proposed rule

Issues and Options Paper:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/research-and-data-
collection-support-spatial-fisheries-management

For further information, please contact:
Steve Durkee at steve.durkee@noaa.gov
or
Tobey Curtis at tobey.curtis@noaa.gov
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