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when new personnel join the work, in order to explain responsibilities,
communication procedures, marine mammal monitoring protocol, and operational
procedures.

The USFWS may not conduct activities between the dates of December 1, 2018
and March 31, 2019.

Mitigation Measures

The holder of this Authorization is required to implen it the following mitigation
measures:

(a)
(b)

()

(d)
(e)

)

Conduct research activities in the Complex between April 1, 2018 and November
30, 2018.

_asure that vessel approaches to Nomans NWR will be such that the techniques
are the least disturbing to marine mammals. To the extent possible, the vessel
shall conduct a slow and control approach to the island as far away as possible
from haulouts. USFWS shall avoid or proceed cautiously when operating boats in
the direct path of swimming seals that may be present in the area.

Provide instructions to USFWS staff and team members, and if applicable, to
tourists, on appropriate conduct when in the vicinity of hauled out marine
mammals. ... USFWS research teams shall maintain a quiet working atmosphere
by avoiding making unnecessary noise and using hushed voices while near hauled
out seals. The US 7S teams shall remain at least 50 meters (m) from seals when
possible, and shall choose pathways to study sites that will minimize disturbance
to seals.

Ensure cannon nets shall not be used closer than 100 m from seals.

Scan the waters surrounding the haulouts for predators (e.g., sharks) before
USFWS staff flush seals from the haulouts. If predators are detected, USF S
staff shall not flush any animals.

If pinniped mothers and pups are observed near the activity sites, USFWS staff
shall avoid disturbing them by rescheduling surveys, if possible, or by refraining
from activities that may cause disturbance (e.g., large movements or flushing) to
mothers and pups.

Monitoring

. .e holder of this Authorization is required to conduct marine mammal monitoring
during research and monitoring surveys. The holder of this THA is required to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Monitor seals when research activities are conducted in the presence of marine
mammals.

Record the date, time, and location (or closest point of ingress) of each of the
research activities in the present of marine mammals.

Collect the following information for each visit:
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(i1)

(iii)

In the unanticipated event that the specified activity clearly causes the take
of a marine mammal in a manner prohibited by this IHA, such as an injury
(Level A harassment), serious injury, or mortality, the SFWS shall
immediately cease the specified activities and report the incident to the
Office of Protected Resources (301-427-8401), NI “S, and the Greater
Atlantic Regional Stranding Coordinator (978) 282-8478, NMFS. The
report must include the following information:

1. Time and date of the incident;
2. Description of the incident;

3. Environmental conditions (e.g., wind speed and direction, Beaufort
sea state, cloud cover, and visibility);

4. Description of all marine mammal observations and active sound
source use in the 24 hours preceding the incident;

5. Species identification or description of the animal(s) involved;
6. Fate of the animal(s); and
7. Photographs or video footage of the animal(s).

Activities shall not resume until NMFS is able to review the circumstances
of the prohibited take. NMFS will work with the USFWS to determine
what measures are necessary to minimize the likelihood of further
prohibited take and ensure MMPA compliance. The USFWS may not
resume their activities until notified by NMFS.

Tn the event that the USFWS discovers an injured or dead marine
mammal, and the lead observer determines that the cause of the injury or
death is unknown and the death is relatively recent (e.g., in less than a
moderate state of decomposition), the USFWS shall immediately report
the incident to the Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, and the Greater
Atlantic Regional Stranding Coordinator, NMFS.

The report must include the same information identified in 6(b)(i) of this
THA. Activities may continue while NMFS reviews the circumstances of
the incident. NMh. o will work with the USFWS to determine whether
additional mitigation measures or modifications to the activities are
appropriate.

In the event that the USFWS discovers an injured or dead marine
mammal, and the lead observer determines that the injury or death is not
associated with or rela | to the activities authorized in the THA (e.g.,
previously wounded animal, carcass with moderate to advanced
decomposition, or scavenger damage), the USFWS shall report the
incident to the Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, and the Greater









