








(a). Turning on lighting before dusk and leav ™ it on the entire night 1 avoid startling
pinnipeds at night, if activities occur during nighttin ~ Hurs;

(b). Initiating all activities betore dusk;

(¢). Keeping construction noises constant (i.c., do not interrupt by periods of quiet in
excess of 30 minutes) while pinnipeds are present;

(d). Starting-up of activities (either initially or if activities have ceased for more than 30
minutes) will include a gradual increase in noise levels if pinnipeds are in the area;

(e). b oyit 2 qualified protected species observer to visually monitor the pinnipeds
on the beach  acent to the harbor and on rocks for any flushing or other behaviors as a result of
activities. During nighttime activities, the harbor area will be illuminated, and the monitor will
use a night vision scope;

(f). Entering the harbor, to the extent possible, by the Delta Mariner and accompanying
vessels only when the tide is too high for pinnipeds to haul-out on the rocks. The vessel will
reduce speed to 1.5 to 2 knots (1.5-2.0 nm/hr; 2.8-3.7 km/hr) once the vessel is within 3 mi (4.83
km) of the harbor. The vessel will enter the harbor stern first, approaching the wharf and
mooring dolphins at less than 0.75 knots (1.4 km/hr); and

(2)- loring alternate dredge methods and introducing quieter techniques and
equipment as they become available.

9. Launch Mc~*~-*=~ The Holder of this Authorization must designate at least one qualitied,
on-site observer, approved in advance by the R« "onal Administrator, NMFS, and trained in
marine mammal science, for each pinniped monitoring location to:

(a). Record the ¢ :cts of launches on pinniped populations;

(b). Monitor harbor seal and other pinniped activity at the nearest occupied haulout(s) and
rookery/rookeries in the vicinity of the appropriate launch platform, commencing at least 72
ours prior to any planned launch occurring during the harbor seal pupping season (March 1
through June 30) and continuing for a period of time not less than 48 hours subsequent to
launchii

(¢). Supplement monitoring conducted under condition 9(b) i ove with video recording,
during daylight hours. of mother-pup seal responses to launches during the pupping season;

(d). Conduct follow-up surveys within two weeks of the launch (if it occurred during the
harbor seal pupping season of March through June) to ensure that there were no adverse impacts
on any marine mammals;

(e). Conduct acoustic and biological monitoring on new space and missile launch
vehicles during at least the first launch, whether it occurs within the pupping season or not;






(B). Numbers of pinnipeds that may have been harassed as noted by the
number of pinnipeds estimated to have entered the water as a result of launch noise,

(C). The length of time pinnipeds remained off the haul-out or rookery,

(D). Numbers of pinniped adults, juveniles or pups that may have been
injured or killed as a result of the launch, and

(E). Behavioral modifications by pinnipeds that were likely the result of
launch noise or the sonic boom.

(b). The Hol r of this Authorization must submit a draft annual report to the Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of Protected Resources, M FS at 1315 East-West Highway,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 and the Assistant Regional Administrator, West Coast Region, NMFS,
on March 1 of each year. This report must contain detailed information on the following:

(1). Date(s) and time(s) ot each missile and rocket launch and of any Delta Mariner
operations, cargo unloading, and harbor maintenance dredging;

(11). Design ot the monitoring program;

(111). Results of the monitoring programs described under conditions 9(a) through
9(h) and 10(a) through 10(c) above. This report must provide:

(A). dates and times of all monitoring activit  3;

(B). details of all marine mammal sightings. including the number of
pinnipeds, by species and haul-out location, that remained ashore and/or fled from the beach
because of authorized activities;

(C). the number of seals and sea lions, by species, ri irnit ~ subsequent to
the disruption (including estimates of the time it took for pinnipeds to return to haul-outs), and
estimates of the amount and nature of all takes, including those by mortality or serious injury;
and

(D). information on the weather. including ti 1l state and horizontal
visibility.

(1v). Date(s) and location(s) of any research activities related to monitoring the
“"cts of launch noise and sonic booms on marine mammal populations; and

(v). A summary ot the observed effects of fixed wing and helicopt operations on
marine mammals at VAFB.

(c). Thed  annual report will be subject to review and comment by the Chief of the
Permits  d Conservation Division, NMFS, and the Regional Administrator, West Coast Region.
NMFS. Prior to acceptance by NMES, any recommendations made by NMFS within 60 days of
its receipt must be addressed in a final report.

(d). The Holder of . Authorization must submit a draft comprehensive report to the
Permits and Conservation .. /ision, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS at 1315 . ust-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 and the Assistant Regional Administrator, West Coast









