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A SERVICE OF WETA 

March 5, 2019 

Jolie Harrison 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service - Office of Protected Resources 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Springs, MD 20910 

Cc: Amy Fowler, NOAA NMFS 

Dear Ms. Harrison, 

The San Francisco Bay Area Water Emergency Transportation Authority (WETA) is currently overseeing 
construction related to the expansion of the berthing capacity at the Downtown San Francisco Ferry 
Terminal (Ferry Terminal). Pile-driving activities related to the project are covered under an Incidental 
Harassment Authorization (IHA) for the 2018-2019 construction period through May 31, 2019, issued by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of 
Protected Resources (NMFS, Permit No. SWR-2013-9595). The purpose of this correspondence is to 
request a one-year renewal of the IHA, through May 31, 2020, per section 8 of the current IHA. 

Project Status 

The 2018 IHA authorized incidental harassment of marine mammals related to the installation of 81 
steel piles of various diameters (24-, 30-, and 36-inch). All piles authorized in the current IHA were 
expected to be installed during the 2018 in-water work window. In 2018, only 52 piles were installed 
over approximately 21 construction days, leaving 29 piles to be installed in the 2019 construction year. A 
minor change in design plans will result in the installation of five more 36-inch piles and five less 24-inch 
piles to complete the work. The remaining number of piles by diameter and approximate time for 
installation is provided in Table 1. 

Table 1. Pile Diameters and Estimated Construction Time for Pile Installations in 2019. 

: 

Pile Diameter 

24-inch 

Number to be 

installed 

6 

Number of piles 

installed per day 

2.5 

Estimated construction time 

(days) 

2 

30-inch 8 3 3 

36-inch 15 2 8 

TOTAL 29 n/a 13 days 

Pier 9, Suite 111, The Embarcadero, San Francisco, CA 94111 T. 415.291.3377 F. 415.291.3388 www.SanFranciscoBayFerry.com 

http:www.SanFranciscoBayFerry.com




 

   

 

 

 

 

 

mammal monitoring results have indicated that Level B takes have been far below the allowable 

threshold for the previous construction season. No significant changes in construction activities are 

planned for the project, and if the IHA was renewed for the 2019 construction season, monitoring 

measures would remain the same as conducted in 2018. Based on the 2018 take occurrences (Table 2), 

the remaining Level A and Level B take authorized by the 2018 IHA would be sufficient to cover the 2019 

pile installation activities, and no additional take would need to be authorized. WETA therefore requests 

a one-year renewal of the current IHA to continue Ferry Terminal construction through May 31, 2020. 

We look forward to working with you on the IHA renewal. Please contact Melinda Schulze 

(melinda.schulze@aecom.com; 415-547-2522) or Kelly Bayer (kelly.bayer@aecom.com; 415-243-3840) 

at AECOM with any questions regarding this request. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Gougherty 

Project Manager 
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