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has voluntarily left and been visually confirmed beyond the shutdown zone or fifteen minutes
have passed without re-detection of small cetaceans and pinnipeds and 30 minutes for gray
whales.

() Level A and Le B zones may be modified if additional hydroacoustic
measurements of construction activities have been conducted and S has approved of the
revi 1 zones.

(2) Using delay and shut-down procedures, if a species for which authorization has
not been granted (including but not limited to Guadalupe fur seals and humpback whales) or if a
species for which authorization has been granted but the authorized takes are met, approaches or
is observed within the Level B harassment zone, activities will shut down immediately and not
restart until the animals have been confirmed to have left thea .

(h) Monitoring shall be conducted by qualified observers, as described in the
Monitoring Plan. Trained observers shall be placed from the best vantage point(s) practicable to
monitor for marine mammals and implement shutdown or delay procedures when applicable
through communication with the equipment operator. Observer training must be provided prior
to project start and in accordance with the monitoring plan, and shall include instruction on
species identification (sufficient to distinguish the species listed in 3(b)), descrij on and
categorization of observed behaviors and interpretation of behaviors that may be construed as
being reactions to the specified activity, proper completion of data forms, and other basic
components of biological monitoring, including tracking of observed animals or groups of
animals such that repeat sound exposures may be attributed to individuals (to the extent
possible).

(1) ETA shall use soft start techniques recommended by FS for impact pile






(a) The monitoring will be done in accordance with the methodology outlined in the
Hydroacoustic Monitoring Plan (see Appendix B of WETAs application for more
information on this Plan, including the methodology, equipment, and reporting
information). The monitoring is based on dual metric criteria that will include: the
following:

i.  Establish the distance to the 206-dB peak sound pressure criteria;

ii.  Verity the extent of Level A harassment zones for marine mammals; and

1ii.  Verify the attenuation provided by bubble curtains.

iv.  Provide all monitoring data to NMFS. The reports will be submitted bi-weekly,
unless WETA proposes to modify the zones based on the hydroacoustic
measurement, in which case WETA would report those data before zone
modification. The reports would include the following information:

A. Size and type of piles;

B.  detailed description of the noise attenuation device, including design
specifications;

C. The impact hammer energy rating used to drive tl  piles, and the make
and model of the hammer and the output energy;

D. The physical characteristics of the bottom substrate into which the piles
v edriven;

E. The depth of water in which the pile was driven;

F. The depth into the substrate that the pile was iven;

G. A description of the sound monitoring equipment;

H. The distance between hydrophones and pile;






(d) Underwater sound levels will be continuously monitored during the entire duration of
each pile being driven.

(e) The peak, F S (impulse level), and SEL level of each strike will be monitored in
real time. The ¢cSELwill also be monitored live, assuming no contamination from
other noise sources.

(f) Hund levels will be measured in dB re: 1 pPa.

6. Reporting

The holder of this Authorization is required to:

(a) Submit a draft report on all monitoring conducted under the IHA within ninety
days of the completion of marine mammal monitoring, or sixty days prior to the issuance of any
subsequent IHA for projects at the Project area, whichever comes first. A final report shall be
prepared and submitted within thirty days following resolution of comments on the draft report
from S. This report must contain the informational elements scribed in the Monitoring
Plan, at minimum (see www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental/construction.htm), and shall
also include:

1. Detailed information about any implementation of shutdowns, including the
distance of animals to the pile and description of specific actions that ensued and resulting
behavior of the animal, if any.

ii. Description of attempts to distinguish between the number of individual animals
taken 1the number of incidents of take, such as ability to track groups or individuals.

1il. An estimated total take estimate extrapolated from the number of marine
mammals observed durit  the course of construction activities, if necessary.

(b) Reporting injured or dead marine mammals:
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The report must include the same information identified in 6(b)(i) of this IHA. Activities
may continue while NM... 3 reviews the circumstances of the incident. NMFS will work with
WETA to determine whether additional mitigation measures or modifications to 2 activities are
appropriate.

iil. In the event that WETA discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and the
lead observer determines that the injury or death is not associated with or related to the activities
authorized in the ] A (e.g., previously wounded animal, carcass with moderate to advanced
decomposition, scavenger damage), WETA shall report the incident to the Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, and the West Coast Regional Stranding Coordinator, NMFS, within 24 hours
of the discovery. WETA shall provide photographs or video footage or other documentation of
the stranded animal sighting to NMFS.

7. This Authorization may be modified, suspended or withdrawn if the holder fails
to abide by the conditions prescribed herein, or if »  FS determines the authorized taking is

having more than a negligible impact on the species or stock of . :cted marine ammals.
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